
  A few weeks passed allowing the Fullers to adjust to their new life with five children 
before another phone call came in from a caseworker asking DJ and Lyle to take in Mya 
and Liam’s cousin, Keaton. The caseworker told the Fullers he was on the verge of being 
placed in a permanent facility until the age of 18 if he couldn’t be adopted out. “If nobody 
else would take me I knew that this mom and dad would,” said Keaton. “They knew I hurt 
people and I lied but they knew that they could stop me from doing that stuff.” Mya and 
Liam had both fostered with Keaton’s parents in the past, which gave DJ and Lyle a strong 
reason to take him in. “Had they been raised at any point in their life together and spent 
time together we wouldn’t have even hesitated,” said Lyle.

  Three days before Keaton’s adoption was finalized with the Fullers, a half-sibling of 
Nina, Olivia, and Sean named Levi was born and placed up for adoption. The family 
drove an hour and a half to pick Levi up. DJ was anxiously holding blankets and clothes 
the whole drive there. “I was so in love with him from the minute they set him in my 
hands,” said DJ. Because he has a different father than Nina, Olivia, and Sean, there was a 
possibility that he could go back to his biological family. “It was the hardest thing ever to 
take a baby and know you might not get to keep him,” said DJ.

  Levi was born to a mother addicted to heroin, methamphetamines, alcohol, and 
marijuana and as a result was declared medically fragile with failure to thrive. Every two 
hours, DJ and Lyle had to get Levi to shift and open his eyes to stimulate his brain so that 
he wouldn’t stop breathing.

  Levi came into the family at 9-days-old. “Levi doesn’t know life without us,” said DJ. “We 
were all these different people that came together to make a family and we were a family 
to a point. But we had parts of our lives missing together . . . When Levi came in, it was 
the one thing that everybody had in common.”

  Soon enough, the Fullers moved from Oregon to Ohio, where they continue to create a 
home that is healthy and safe for their children to grow and thrive today. “The way I look 
at it is we’re taking [in] children that are in need, that in my opinion would never have a 
fair shot at life,” said Lyle. “[We] try to teach them right from wrong and give them that 
shot. What they do with it, that remains to be seen and that’s out of your hands.”

Making It Work

  Adjusting to this new family of eight children and two parents would not be easy. The 
Fullers were joining three separate families under one roof with children from harsh 
backgrounds. According to her mother, Nina struggled initially to integrate herself into 
the family. “She didn’t want to share space with anybody . . . I think she was afraid to 
care about anybody. She had been separated from her siblings for 3 years.” Despite their 
certainty when adopting children, DJ still finds herself amongst everyday challenges. 


