
feel the uncertainty of not knowing where their siblings were. They were going to make a 
home for whoever entered their lives.

Growing the Family

The calls began coming in. A caseworker told the Fullers that family friend Jordan 
Wilbur, who soon would change her name to Mya, was asking to be placed with them. 
Mya called DJ and Lyle “auntie and uncle” and spent a lot of time with them while living 
with her biological family. “All of a sudden the right thing to do came up . . . Can I look 
myself in the mirror? Mya’s been to six homes already in and out of foster care,” said DJ.

  “When I would get taken to a foster home, all I was really thinking is I just want to 
go home,” said Mya. “When I finally did go home . . . a little while later I would just get 
taken back - the repeating process of being happy and then getting disappointed again.”

  It wasn’t more than two days after they began fostering Mya that the phone rang again 
asking DJ and Lyle to take in Mya’s half-sibling, Liam. At 2-years-old, Liam had been in 
and out of nine foster homes already. Six to eight months after Liam joined their home, 
they applied for permanency and began termination rights on the parents.

  Unexpectedly, DJ and Lyle received yet another phone call on three biological siblings 
in the foster care system that were reaching the point of separation. “[Their caseworker] 
said they were going to separate them permanently . . . and I sat quiet,” said DJ. DJ and 
Lyle said yes without hesitation to visit with the children even before seeing photos of the 
three and only read their stories via an email sent by their caseworker. Sean, 5; Olivia, 
8; and Nina, 11, at the time had been up for adoption for three years but couldn’t get 
adopted out because of their social difficulties. Nina and Sean expressed a lot of anger 
throughout the fostering process. Before being placed in foster care, Nina was a member 
of the Nasano Hispanic gang in Oregon. “She was considered to be unadoptable because 
she was pretty locked into her belief systems,” said DJ.  Sean also didn’t have very many 
social skills and engaged in fighting often. Despite the difficulties, DJ and Lyle said they 
would take them in without hesitation.

  “My whole life I was either around people who were like family but were mean or 
on drugs and stuff, or around my foster parents who just wanted to me there for the 
money,” said Nina, who is now 17-years-old living with DJ and Lyle. Nina was adopted 
at age 11 and felt she was raised very differently than her adoptive sibling Gabe, who was 
around the same age. “I grew up harder than most little kids. [Most 11-year-olds] are 
probably thinking about having a sleepover or staying up past 10 p.m. At 11-years-old 
I was thinking about sneaking out of the house and going to hang out with a bunch of 
druggies.” DJ and Lyle were Nina’s first experience having caring and patient guardians. 
“When I met them, it was a big change for me . . . That just showed me there are some 
good people because I wasn’t around good people growing up.”


