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By Dave Foster 

WASHINGTON (April 30, 2014) - The Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works today announced 

policy guidance to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that will move two south Florida ecosystem 

restoration projects towards completion. C-111 South Dade and Kissimmee River Restoration are critical 

to the overall efforts to restore the south Florida ecosystem, in particular the habitat of the central 

portion of the Everglades Ecosystem, the river of grass. 

The Honorable Jo-Ellen Darcy, the assistant secretary of the Army for civil works, notes resolution for the 

C-111 South Dale Project and Kissimmee River Restoration Project will greatly benefit the Everglades.  

"We are encouraged by these advancements with our partner, the South Florida Water Management 

District. Together we have found solutions to ensure that these critical projects get to completion. We 

need to keep up the momentum of projects' construction in order to move the water south and improve 

the health of the entire Everglades ecosystem," Darcy stated. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the project's non-Federal sponsor, the South Florida Water 

Management District, will amend the existing Project Cooperation Agreement for C-111 South Dade. 

This will make it consistent with the project authorization and allow construction to resume after a 

pause of almost two years. Features to be completed include the Northern Detention Basin which is 

designed to reduce seepage losses from Everglades National Park. 

Project construction at the Kissimmee River Restoration Project also will now restart. Completion of the 

remaining features and updating the project operations plan are expected to restore approximately 

9,000 acres of additional floodplain, which represents 24 percent of the benefits expected to be 

provided by the full project. 

The portions of the Kissimmee River Restoration Project completed to date, has already resulted in 

improvements to the ecosystem of this valuable floodplain exceeding original expectations, with 

dramatic increases in wading birds, ducks, and native fish populations. The entire project, which is 

expected to be complete in 2019, will store more water north of Lake Okeechobee, thus reducing the 

volume of damaging discharges that currently affect the estuaries east and west of the Lake. 

Since 2009, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has more than $750 million for planning, engineering, 

design, and construction in support of Everglades restoration. 

----- 

Media queries should be directed to Mr. Dave Foster at paul.d.foster3.civ@mail.mil. 
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AFTER URGING CORPS, MURPHY ANNOUNCES PROGRESS 
ON EVERGLADES PROJECTS 

  
Washington, DC - Today, U.S. Representative Patrick E. Murphy (FL-18) was pleased to learn that the Army Corps of 

Engineers will be moving forward on the Kissimmee River Project and the C-111 South Dade Project. Once completed the 

Kissimmee River Project will help hold more water north of Lake Okeechobee, and the C-111 South Dade Project will allow 

more fresh water into Everglades National Park. These projects play a vital role in connecting key parts of the Everglades 

restoration system that will eventually allow more water to move south of Lake Okeechobee instead of being discharged into 

the estuaries to the east and west. Representative Murphy has been working in Congress and with the Army Corps to move 

forward on these important projects. For example, in February, Representative Murphy and fellow Florida Congressman 

Tom Rooney (FL-17) sent a letter to the Army Corps asking that the Kissimmee River project move forward expeditiously to 

help alleviate run-off into Lake Okeechobee, which in turn would help reduce the need to release water into the St. Lucie 

estuary system. (Click here to view the original letter.)  

 

“I welcome this news from the Army Corps that these vital Everglades restoration projects will be moving forward into the 

construction phase without further delay. In order for the entire system to benefit, we must aggressively continue to push for 

completion of ongoing Everglades restoration projects, including the Kissimmee River Restoration Project, the C-111 South 

Dade Project, and the C-44 Indian River Lagoon South Project,” said Rep. Murphy. “It is clear that water quality and 

management decisions that impact one area of the Everglades system have residual impacts throughout the entire water 

system, including the waterways on the Treasure Coast. The Kissimmee River Restoration Project and the C-111 South 

Dade Project once completed will help alleviate the releases from Lake Okeechobee into the St. Lucie River, which has 

been inundated by these harmful discharges for far too long." 

### 
 

 

 

http://patrickmurphy.house.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=422029-61805796
http://patrickmurphy.house.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=422028-61805796
http://patrickmurphy.house.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=422027-61805796
http://patrickmurphy.house.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=422030-61805796


Renewed Hope for Two Major Everglades Restoration Projects 

Audubon applauds resolution between state and federal partners. 
 

Miami, FL - Today, the State of Florida and the federal government reached an agreement to complete 

the final stages of Kissimmee River Restoration and the C-111 South Dade projects. Audubon applauds 

the state and federal restoration partners for agreeing to complete these two important Everglades 

projects. Questions related to the cost-share relationship between the state and federal governments 

had stalled progress.  

“Kissimmee River restoration holds the greatest promise for reducing harmful releases from Lake 

Okeechobee to the coastal waters,” said Eric Draper, Audubon Florida Executive Director. “Audubon 

applauds the impressive bi-partisan effort from Sen. Bill Nelson, Rep. Patrick Murphy, and Rep. Tom 

Rooney, who were instrumental in making this important resolution happen. The sooner restoration 

managers complete these projects, the sooner we restore the natural flow of water through the 

Everglades. Florida’s birds and wildlife will benefit from today’s good news.” 

Now 85% complete, the Kissimmee River project is already the model for ecosystem restoration projects 

around the nation. Observers have noted the great return of shorebirds, ducks, and wading birds to the 

area since restoration work began. Many parts of the Kissimmee floodplain that were once barren of life 

are now seeing great improvement.  Despite these gains, Florida's birds and wildlife will not see the full 

benefits of restoration until construction is complete.  

When complete, the project will have restored 20,000 acres of wetlands and 44 miles of historic river 

channel. The restored river will also have an estimated 100,000 acre-feet of water storage capacity. This 

extra storage will benefit the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries. During the wet season, these two 

estuaries are prone to damaging water releases from Lake Okeechobee. 

The C-111 South Dade project is in a similar situation. A majority of the work on this project is also 

already complete. Without completion of the final stage of restoration, the C-111 South Dade project 

will not hydrate wetlands in the Southern Everglades as designed. Florida's birds and wildlife will not see 

the full benefits of great restoration projects like the Central Everglades Planning Project and Tamiami 

Trail Bridge until we add this missing piece to the restoration puzzle. 

“The coastal marshes of Florida Bay and Taylor Slough need more freshwater,” said Julie Hill-Gabriel, 

Audubon Florida Director of Everglades Policy. “Without the final stage of the C-111 South Dade project, 

wetlands will continue to dry out, birds and wildlife will suffer, and projects like the Tamiami Trail Bridge 

will fail to reap their full benefits. Finalizing this project is truly urgent.”   
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