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Background
Inspired by Britain in Bloom, Tidy Towns of Ireland and Villes et Villages Fleuris de France, Com-
munities in Bloom (CiB) is a Canadian non-profit organization committed to fostering civic pride, 
environmental responsibility, beautification and improving quality of life through community par-
ticipation and the challenge of a national program, with a focus on the protection and promotion 
of green spaces. 

The inaugural edition of the Communities in Bloom program took place in 1995 and 29 
participating municipalities were honoured at the first awards ceremonies on Parliament Hill. 
Communities in Bloom now includes hundreds of communities participating across the country in 
either the national or provincial levels of the program, or in an international challenge involving 
communities from the United States, Asia and several European countries.

In 2006, the Alberta Recreation and Parks Association (ARPA) undertook responsibility for 
the administration of Alberta’s provincial edition of Communities in Bloom (CiB Alberta). A 
Provincial Coordinator is contracted on a part-time basis to manage the program and is provided 
assistance by ARPA administrative and seasonal support staff.

ARPA and Communities in Bloom
Communities in Bloom, with its commitment to “fostering civic pride, environmental 
responsibility, beautification and to improving quality of life through community participation”, 
fits hand in glove with ARPA’s mission of “building healthy citizens, their communities and their 
environments”. ARPA considers programs such as Communities in Bloom Alberta as key to 
realizing its vision, namely:

“A province and communities within, that embrace and proactively use recreation and parks 
as essential means for enhancing individual wellbeing and community vitality, economic 
sustainability and natural resource protection and conservation.”

It follows that Community Involvement is viewed as the most important underlying principle 
of the CiB Alberta program. The pride, sense of community and feeling of accomplishment 
generated through participation are visible in communities throughout the province. These 
benefits make Communities in Bloom a program where everyone wins. Participants benefit from 
the program through community initiatives and programs, while a valuable information exchange 
network allows communities to share accomplishments, best practices and projects. 
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Alberta’s provincial program, Communities in Bloom Alberta (CiB Alberta), has seen as many 
as 62 communities from across the province participate in a single program year. CiB Alberta 
and ARPA, through their affiliation with the national Communities in Bloom organization, are an 
integral part of one of the most recognizable and well respected, community-based recreation 
and parks programs in Canada. 

Provincial Supporter
ARPA and CiB Alberta are very pleased to have a partnership in place with ATB Financial as a 
Provincial Supporter for Communities in Bloom Alberta. CiB Alberta, ARPA and ATB Financial 
share strong interests in making Alberta’s communities the best they can be; truly inspiring local 
leadership, volunteerism, capacity building, and enhanced quality of life. 

Program Benefits 
Communities have recognized numerous benefits from participating in the CiB Alberta program, 
namely:

•   Increased civic pride and community involvement,
•   Participation from all ages and walks of life,
•   Citizens, groups, organizations, business and municipal government all mobilized and working 

together,
•   Year-round projects and continuous improvement for the entire community,
•   Information and cultural exchange within the community and with neighbouring, provincial, 

national and international communities,
•   Valuable information and feedback from trained judges,
•   Decreased vandalism,
•   Economic development and increased property values,
•   Marketing and promotional opportunities,
•   Positive benefits for the tourism, hospitality and retail industries, and
•   Improved quality of life.
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Process for Participation

Registration

Through its newsletter (Blooms & Bits) and regular emails, CiB Alberta stays connected year 
round with current and past participating communities, reminding them to register for the 
upcoming year’s program. 

Communities are requested to submit their registrations by March 31st. 

New communities interested in participating for the first time usually begin by contacting ARPA 
or the CiB national office or, by visiting either of their respective websites at www.cib.arpaonline.
ca or www.communitiesinbloom.ca. Interested communities are encouraged to contact the CiB 
Alberta’s Provincial Coordinator to find out more information and/or arrange for a presentation.

Local Communities In Bloom Committee

The local committee of CiB is usually comprised of community volunteers and ideally, at least one 
member of the municipal council, as well as representatives of local associations, businesses and 
organizations interested in horticulture, heritage and improving community life.

The purpose of the committee is:

•   to involve as many people as possible in the community by means of local contests, which 
increase awareness about the program, its benefits and opportunities,

•   to act as liaison with the municipal authorities, and
•   to create and coordinate sub-committees to help with various projects within an evaluation 

element.
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Choosing a Participation Category for your Community

Competitive

When a community registers in the Competitive category, it along with other communities in 
its population grouping will be visited and evaluated by a team of qualified volunteer judges. 
Population groupings are reviewed annually and modified if necessary according to the number 
of registrations received that year.  

Typical population groupings are as follows:

•   pop. 1 – 500
•   pop. 501 – 2,000
•   pop. 2,001 – 6,000
•   pop. 6,001 – 15,000
•   pop. 15,000 – 50,000
•   pop. 50,000+

Every community is evaluated and scored by trained, volunteer judges using a standard 
Evaluation Form and awarded with both a bloom rating and a “mention” for a special 
achievement or initiative. The winner in each population grouping is determined according to the 
community receiving the highest score.

To be eligible to participate the following year in the National Edition of CiB, winning communities 
must also have earned the maximum 5 Blooms.  Should a winning community choose not to 
participate in the National Edition, they can maintain their eligibility for the National program 
for up to three years after their win through participation in the Provincial Edition in the non-
competitive Friends category.

Friends (Non-Competitive)

If a community wants to participate in the CiB program but does not wish to “compete” with 
other communities, this may be the most appropriate category. Communities are not grouped 
according to their population size and there are no “winners” declared in the Friends category.

Communities who are new to CiB often view the Friends category as a way for to ease into the 
program without the “pressure” of competing.
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There are also communities registered in Friends who are past participants, who simply want 
to take a year off to rest and regroup their volunteers, but don’t want to lose contact with the 
program.

Other communities have no interest in “competing” and simply wish to gain from the inherent 
value of Communities in Bloom as a framework and motivation for residents to enhance the 
quality of life in their community and receive valuable feedback on their projects.

Within the Friends category, a community can choose to participate with or without an 
evaluation. However, having the judges come to your community to evaluate your hard work and 
award a Bloom Rating is always a great way to gain valuable feedback on your projects, and an 
excellent means of motivating your community.

Special Note: Communities that choose to participate without an evaluation are required to 
be evaluated at least once every three years to continue their association with the program, 
including the right to use the CiB logo.

Community Commitment 

Registration

All participating communities pay an annual registration fee that is based on their respective 
population size:

1 – 500 people  $225.00
501 – 2,000 people  $275.00
2,001 – 6,000 people $325.00
6,001 – 15,000  $400.00
15,001 – 50,000  $450.00
50,000+ people  $500.00

Community Involvement

Participating communities should strive to engage as many people as possible from all sectors 
and age groups in the community as well as their municipal council.
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Hosting The Judges

Communities being evaluated are requested to provide their assigned judging team with meals 
and overnight accommodations (two separate and private rooms) for 1 night (B & B’s and 
billeting are acceptable) while they are in the community conducting the evaluation.

Community Profile Book and Municipal Information Form

The Community Profile Book (CPB) and Municipal Information Form are documents that the 
Community must prepare in advance for presentation to the judges when they arrive. The 
judges will use them as important reference tools both while in the community and later when 
completing their evaluation.

Evaluation Day Itinerary

After being initially contacted by their assigned judges, the community prepares a proposed 
itinerary for them to review, preferably well in advance of the evaluation date. The judges are 
always pleased to offer suggestions on preparing an itinerary.

Evaluation of the Judges & Cib Alberta Program

At the end of their visit, the judges provide community representatives with a copy of the 
“Evaluation of the Judges” form, which gives them the opportunity to evaluate both the CiB 
Alberta program and the judges. The judges are not provided with copies of their respective 
evaluations until after the Provincial Awards ceremonies in the fall.

Evaluation Elements

Tidiness

Tidiness includes an overall tidiness effort made by the municipality, businesses, institutions, 
and residents of the community. Elements for evaluation are green spaces (parks, etc.), 
medians, boulevards, sidewalks, streets, municipal, commercial, institutional and residential 
properties, ditches, road shoulders, vacant lots and buildings and signage, with regard to 
weeds, maintenance and repair, litter clean-up (including cigarette butts and gum), graffiti and 
vandalism. 
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Environmental Action

Environmental action includes efforts and achievement by the municipality, businesses, 
institutions, and residents of the community with respect to: policies, by‐laws and best 
practices, 3‐R initiatives (reduce/reuse/recycle), waste reduction, landfill sites, hazardous 
waste collections, water conservation, naturalization, environmental stewardship activities, and 
environmentally friendly transportation under the guiding principles of sustainable development. 

Heritage Conservation

Heritage Conservation includes efforts made by the municipality, businesses and institutions, 
and residents to preserve heritage within their community. Priority in evaluation is given to 
natural heritage, as well as the integration of landscape and streetscapes as it pertains to the 
built heritage of a community. 

It also consists of preservation of cultural heritage which includes monuments, memorials, 
artifacts, museums and history, archives, traditions, customs, heritage foods and the arts and 
festivals and celebrations. The evaluation includes:

•   Natural heritage management plans: sites, parks, cemeteries, heritage gardens and trees, 
native plants; the relationship of the landscape to the built heritage; 

•   Overall preservation of traditions and customs through year‐round festivals and celebrations, 
events and parades, heritage foods and the arts.

As well, the participation of groups such as the Historical Society is considered. 

Urban Forestry

Urban Forestry includes the efforts made by the municipality, residents, businesses and 
institutions with regards to written policies, by‐laws, and standards for tree management 
(selection, planting, and maintenance), long and short‐term management plans, tree 
replacement policies, tree inventory, Integrated Pest Management (IPM), heritage, memorial and 
commemorative trees. 

Landscape (Parks & Grounds, Green Spaces, and Streetscapes including Turf & Groundcovers)

This section of the evaluation supports all efforts to create an environment showcasing the 
overall surroundings. The overall plan and design must be suitable for the intended use and 
location on a year‐round basis. 
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Elements for evaluation include: native and introduced materials; balance of plants, materials 
and constructed elements; appropriate integration of hard surfaces and art elements; use of turf 
and groundcovers. 

Landscape design should harmonize the interests of municipal, commercial and residential 
sectors of the community. Standards of execution and maintenance should demonstrate 
best practices including quality of naturalization, use of groundcovers and wildflowers, turf 
management and maintenance. The evaluation will consider how the spaces create a sense of 
place within the community, actively utilized year‐round.

Floral Displays

“Floral Displays” evaluates the efforts made by the municipality, businesses and institutions, and 
residential sectors of the community to design, plan, execute, and maintain floral displays of high 
quality standards.

Evaluation includes the design and arrangements of flowers and plants (annuals, perennials, 
bulbs, ornamental grasses) in the context of originality, distribution, location, diversity and 
balance, colour, and harmony. This pertains to flowerbeds, carpet bedding, containers, baskets 
and window boxes.

Community Involvement

Note: Community Involvement is a fundamental principle of the CiB program and is evaluated in 
each of the above elements.

Evaluation Day and Reports
Two person teams of trained volunteer judges travel to participating communities across Alberta 
during July and August. Using a standard evaluation form and scoring process, judges assess 
the efforts and achievements of each community with regards to the major elements: tidiness, 
environmental action, heritage conservation, urban forestry, landscape, and floral displays. 
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Based on a tally of the points awarded by the judges under each of the elements, the community 
is assigned a “Bloom Rating” of 1 to 5 blooms.

 up to 55 points 1 bloom
 55 – 63 points 2 blooms
 64 – 72 points 3 blooms
 73 – 81 points 4 blooms
 82 + points  5 blooms

The judges submit the completed evaluation reports to the Provincial Coordinator at the end of 
their judging tour.

Communities are provided with their results and a copy of the Completed Evaluation Report at 
the Provincial Awards Ceremony in September.

Awards Ceremonies
In 2015, Alberta’s Provincial Awards Ceremonies took place at the Golf & Country Club in 
Whitecourt. At the Provincial Awards, each participating community received a certificate 
highlighting its bloom rating as well as a “Mention” highlighting a significant local achievement 
or project. 

Special certificates were also presented to the winning community in each of the competitive 
population categories. Anyone wanting to know more about CiB Alberta and/or network with 
the Judges and individuals from other participating communities is encouraged to attend these 
enjoyable and informative events. 

The 2016 Provincial Awards for CiB Alberta will be held Saturday, September 17, 2016. Further 
details will be passed on to all CiB Alberta communities throughout the coming summer as they 
become available.

For more information about the 2016 CiB National Awards and Symposium you can visit:   
http://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/symposium-awards/
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Promotion
The CiB program and participants are promoted throughout the year at numerous trade and 
consumer shows. 

Both the National www.communitiesinbloom.ca and CiB Alberta cib.arpaonline.ca websites 
prominently display the names and logos of their sponsors. Both sites also provide exposure for 
the participating communities, through a dedicated page for each participant and a link to the 
community’s website.

Alberta’s provincial Communities in Bloom newsletter, “Blooms & Bits,” and the national 
Communities in Bloom Magazine showcase participating communities and sponsors with photos, 
results and articles.

Key Contacts

Karen Snethun

Provincial Coordinator, Communities in Bloom Alberta 

Ph: (587) 520-6287, Fax: (780) 451-7915 

Email: ksnethun@arpaonline.ca  

Stephen Allan

Director of Finance and Operations, ARPA

Ph: (780) 415-1745, Fax: (780) 451-7915

Email: sallan@arpaonline.ca 


