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We believe in the value of a quality study bible, and 

we have endorsed the Reformation Study Bible, English 

Standard Version. Copies are available at the Information 

Desk in the Fellowship Hall at a cost of $25 for hardcover 

or $15 for paperback. If you do not have a study bible, 

please get one of these. If you cannot afford the cost, pay 

what you can afford—even if that’s nothing!  

 

If this is your church home, and you promise to 

really use this study bible, then we want you to 

have one, no matter what. 

 

The Big Idea: Week 18 brings us to John chapter 11 and the story of Lazarus. Last week, in the story of the 

good shepherd, we read that the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep, and then takes it back again. 

He is the one with authority over life and death itself. Now we see that illustrated in the story of three siblings 

who were close friends of Jesus: Martha, Mary, and their brother Lazarus. It comes to pass in the story that 

Lazarus dies and Jesus gathers the family to the place where they’ve laid him in a tomb. Jesus calls forth 

Lazarus from the tomb…and Lazarus comes out, alive again. There is a day coming when all of the dead, 

everywhere around the world, will come forth in response to the command of Jesus. Some will come to a 

sentence of eternal destruction and death, others to a sentence of eternal deliverance and life. The difference 

between the two is faith in Jesus. The question asked by today’s story is, “do you believe this?” 

 

We recommend the following book as a companion to your bible study. It's not necessarily an easy read, but neither 

is it a long read. Let it change the way you approach the bible! 

 

 
"Eat This Book" 

By Eugene Peterson 

http://amzn.com/0802864902 

http://amzn.com/0802864902
http://amzn.com/0802864902
http://amzn.com/0802864902
http://amzn.com/0802864902
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Day One: Read and Journal 

 

This week's passage is John 11:1-45. If you have your Reformation Study Bible, take advantage of the 

study notes. Here are just a few samples of its many study notes: 

 

 § 11:1 Lazarus. Not the Lazarus of Luke 16:20. Lazarus is named only in John’s Gospel. 

 § 11:3 he whom You love is sick. This was a distress call, apparently sent shortly before Lazarus 

died. 

 § 11:4 This sickness is not unto death. In so speaking, Jesus is not denying that Lazarus will be 

dead for four days, but denying that death will finally triumph. 

 § 11:6 two more days. A delay the sisters would have a hard time understanding. 

 § 11:11 sleeps. In the New Testament death is frequently represented as sleep (Acts 7:60; 1 Cor. 15:51; 1 

Thess. 4:13). This is a common way of talking about death and says nothing in favor of the doctrine of 

“soul-sleep” for departed saints. Scripture is clear that conscious awareness continues after death. 

 § 11:21 if You had been here. The first statement of each sister (cf. v. 32). 

 § 11:25 I am the resurrection and the life. This is repeated in part in 14:6 (Acts 3:15; Heb. 7:16). 

Life for the believer does not end at death, but continues eternally as an endless life of fellowship with 

God. This is true for those who, like Lazarus, were in the tomb as well as for those who are still alive. See 

note 6:35. 

 § 11:37 Could not this Man. The questions raised are what sort of power Jesus has and when He will 

choose to use it. Lazarus was allowed to die and the sisters to mourn, in order that God’s glory might be 

manifested (v. 4; 9:3). The healing of the blind man is remembered as clearly supernatural. 

 § 11:43 Lazarus, come forth. The dead cannot hear, but Jesus wanted those present to see that 

God’s voice can raise the dead (5:28, 29). This divine call that gives life to the dead vividly illustrates 

God’s call to the spiritually dead that raises them to spiritual life (Eph. 2:5). 

 

Remember, if you don't yet have a good study bible and want a copy of the Reformation Study Bible, which 

is our official study bible at Rio, you can pick one up at the Information Desk following the service. 

 

As always, we ask that you begin by a careful reading of the entire passage. Get out your notebooks and journal 

as you read. If you are new to the idea of writing in a journal as you read scripture, let us recommend the 

following method to you. It's called SOAP: Scripture, Observation, Application, and Prayer. 

 

 Scripture. Open your Bible to the passage for today. Take time reading and allow God to speak to you. 

When you are done, look for a verse that particularly spoke to you that day, and write it in your journal. 

If it is more than one verse, that's fine, but remember that we're trying to highlight here, so we don't 

want to just repeat the entire passage. 

 Observation. What do you think God is saying to you in this scripture? Ask the Holy Spirit to teach 

you and reveal Jesus to you. Paraphrase and write this scripture down in your own words, in your 

journal. Personalize the paraphrase if you wish, inserting your name as appropriate. 

 Application. Personalize what you have read, by asking yourself how it applies to your life right now. 

Perhaps it is instruction, encouragement, revelation of a new promise, or corrections for a particular 

area of your life. Write how this scripture can apply to you today. 

 Prayer. This can be as simple as asking God to help you use this scripture, or it may be a greater 

insight on what He may be revealing to you. Remember, prayer is a two way conversation, so be sure to 

listen to what God has to say! Now, write it out. The discipline of writing is important! 
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Day Two: Delayed Miracles on a Limited Scale 

 

Have you ever paused and given consideration to the kind of miracles Jesus performed? Pastor Tom has done 

an excellent job in revealing the meaning behind the imagery, but I’m talking about the scope and magnitude of 

them. If the purpose of the miracles was to authenticate himself as the Son of God, don’t you think it would’ve 

been simpler to just do one grandiose miracle? 

 

Jesus was God, he could have done anything. He could have materialized an internal combustion engine in 

front of them. For that matter, he could’ve had a Ford Mustang pop out of thin air, complete with its own Shell 

station. Maybe he should’ve done something archeological in nature like, say, forming a crystal tower 8,000 

feet high. Or turning a mountain upside down and balanced on its peak. Those would still be evidence of his 

miracles to this very day, with learned men wearing tweed jackets puffing on their pipes and muttering about 

how this Jesus must have been an alien with an anti-gravity ray gun. 

 

Instead, Jesus performed very personal, localized miracles. Why? Well, first of all, because the purpose of his 

miracles was not to give the world no wiggle room with respect to his deity. God already has a created order in 

the angels that have no choice in whether they believe or not. They were made with his glory shining full in 

their faces, they are surrounded by it. Even the ones who fell with Lucifer believe. 

 

You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! (James 2:19, ESV) 

 

What God desires from us is faith. And faith, it says, is “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) Faith itself comes from God. When your faith endures despite everything 

that makes the world shake its collective head in disbelief, this should testify to you of its divine origin. 

 

Second, it seems that Jesus did miracles to address the things we fear most. We fear not having enough to eat, 

and Jesus fed thousands with a few loaves of bread and a handful of fish. But we’re not terrified of having 

enough to eat, because we know what to do when we’re hungry—we go and find food. In America, at least, there 

is food to be had. But disease and death are a different matter. They can’t be reasoned with or wished away. We 

lack any control over them. Cancer can take the life of a child as easily as it does a lifelong smoker. Jesus 

restored vision (probably by creating new eyes) to a man born blind, and now he does away with death itself, 

just by his command. We have no control at all over disease and death, but they both answer to Jesus. In 1947, 

Alfred B. Smith and Eugene Clark wrote a hymn titled “I do not know what lies ahead:” 

 

I do not know what lies ahead, the way I 

cannot see; yet One stands near to be my 

guide, He’ll show the way to me: 

 

I know who holds the future, and He’ll 

guide me with His hand; with God things 

don’t just happen, everything by Him is 

planned. So as I face tomorrow, with its 

problems large and small, I’ll trust the God 

of miracles, give to Him my all. 

I do not know how many days of life are 

mine to spend; but One who knows and 

cares for me will keep me to the end: 

 

I know who holds the future, ... 

I do not know the course ahead, what joys 

and griefs are there; but One is near who 

fully knows, I’ll trust His loving care: 

 

I know who holds the future, ... 

 

But, there is more… 
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Delay is not Denial 

 

Jesus delayed going to see Lazarus for two days, our text for the week tells us this. It also says that Jesus loved 

the three of them, including Lazarus, and this is connected to the delay.  

 

So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. (John 11:6, ESV) 

 

The word translated as “so” in the ESV is often translated “therefore.” Jesus delayed going to them because he 

loved them. I’ll wager it didn’t feel like he loved them to Martha and Mary, when they were nursing Lazarus 

and watching this illness consume him. It probably didn’t feel like Jesus loved them, either, when they were 

preparing their brother’s body for the tomb. 

 

Each of the sisters greeted him with the same phrase, “if you had been here, he would not have died.” They sent 

word to him, they asked him to come and heal their brother in the same way he’d been healing random people 

in the crowds that followed him. Yet Jesus delayed in coming to them. This wasn’t lost on the Jews who had 

come to mourn with the family. They put 2+2 together. 

 

Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 

eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” (John 11:35–37, ESV) 

 

Certainly Jesus could have come sooner. He could have healed Lazarus from where he was, in fact. The reason 

that Jesus delayed was that Lazarus needed to die. Jesus was going to illustrate that he was “the resurrection 

and the life,” and simply healing Lazarus before he died wouldn’t do that. 

 

It was more important, and even better for Mary and Martha, for Lazarus to die. What they would see was 

worth more than the suffering they went through. When God delays in answering us, it does not mean he is 

denying our requests. God acts according to his time schedule, to accomplish his purposes, and to bring glory 

to himself. We should never assume that he does not hear us, for he promises that he does. 

 

We should also never assume that his not acting on our requests means that he is punishing us in some way, or 

that he doesn’t care about us or love us. The story of Lazarus shows us that God has a purpose even in delay. 

 

The Aftermath 

 

You would imagine that Lazarus would become a local celebrity, and he did. John 12:9 tells us that a large 

crowd had gathered to see both Jesus and Lazarus, and this provoked the chief priests and the Pharisees to 

decide kill Lazarus, as well as Jesus. Not exactly “and they lived happily ever after,” is it? In fact, only a few 

days later, Jesus himself was crucified. The last lesson he wanted to leave to his disciples before his own death 

was the most important one: even death must answer to me. 

 

When Jesus emerged from the grave, having defeated death on our behalf and for all time, his disciples were 

stunned and at first refused to believe it. 

 

Maybe…they should’ve asked Lazarus? 
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Day Three: Purpose of Suffering… “That They May Believe” 

 

One of the most profound miracles in John’s Gospel is the resurrection of Lazarus. In this story, we not only 

learn that Jesus has power over death, but we receive precious insight into the character of our Savior and the 

purpose of our suffering. Prior to the death of Lazarus, both Mary and Martha (the sisters of Lazarus) pleaded 

with the Lord to come and heal their brother. 

 

So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness 

does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it” (John 11:3-

4). 

 

Mary and Martha clearly believed that Jesus had the power to heal their brother, and they believed that Jesus 

was the Messiah (John 11:27). However, Jesus wanted to teach them a far more beautiful lesson about His 

lordship — one of the most difficult lessons in the Christian life. Jesus wanted the sisters and his followers to 

recognize that our sufferings are never pointless. Lazarus suffered “for the glory of God.” Two chapters earlier, 

Jesus likewise taught his disciples that a man who suffered blindness from birth had endured this hardship so 

that “the works of God might be displayed in him” (John 9:3).  

 

Jesus wanted to teach his disciples that our greatest glory is found when we invest our sufferings to advance 

His kingdom. The Lord could have healed Lazarus prior to death. God could have prevented his illness 

altogether. However, Jesus intentionally waited until Lazarus was dead before making the perilous trip to 

Bethany. When Jesus announced to his disciples that Lazarus had died, he also told them that he had 

deliberately waited for Lazarus’ death “so that you may believe” (John 11:15).  

 

While Jesus had ordained that Lazarus would die for his glory, this was not a cold and callous exercise for 

Jesus. The Gospel of John tells us that upon seeing Mary and the other mourners experiencing genuine grief, 

Jesus “was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled.” Indeed, “Jesus wept” with them. 

 

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take 

away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for 

he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 

God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 

heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they 

may believe that you sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out” (John 11:38-43).  

 

Neither the sufferings of Lazarus nor the tears of his sisters were in vain. Instead, the Lord invested their 

sufferings to advance His gospel and to enable a large crowd of mourners to witness the power of Christ in 

overcoming suffering and death. In fact, John tells us that “many of the Jews therefore, who had come with 

Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him” (John 11:45). When we meet Lazarus in glory, we will also 

meet many Jews who embraced Christ upon seeing His power to overcome Lazarus’ sufferings.  

 

Likewise, as we suffer through the great hardships of this life, we must realize that Jesus is not indifferent to 

our pain. He remains the same God who wept alongside Mary! Our God “intercedes for us with groanings too 

deep for words” (Romans 8:26). However, the Lord also has a purpose for our sufferings! To the watching 
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world, the power of Christ is most amplified in the midst of our sufferings! When we trust that God is using our 

most intense sufferings to advance his greater purposes, our sufferings are given purpose — even beauty. In our 

fallen world, everyone is faced with some degree of suffering. As we walk through these painful seasons, the 

Gospel of John calls upon each of us to ponder this question: “Do I trust that Christ is good, and He will use my 

suffering to advance His glory and my good?”  

 

The Stench of Death 

 

When Jesus commanded the men to roll away the stone covering Lazarus’ grave, Martha voiced great concern 

saying, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days” (John 11:39). 

 

In virtually every culture on earth, men go to great lengths to conceal the decomposition of the dead, because 

the body’s decay signals the permanency of death. Muslims require a quick burial. In our culture, we even pay 

people to fill our corpses with preservatives to ensure our bodies don’t rot or stink before burial. The Handbook 

on the Gospel of John explains, “According to popular Jewish belief there was no hope for a person who had 

been dead for four days; by then the body showed recognizable decay, and the soul, which was thought to hover 

over the body for three days, had left.” Thus, when Jesus demanded access to Lazarus’ body, it would have 

seemed extraordinarily insensitive to the grieving family.  

 

A Word from the Classics 

 

The famous Russian novelist Fyodor Dostoevsky captured this fear of decomposition in his 1880 classic, The 

Brothers Karamazov. In Russian culture, the premature decomposition of the body was considered evidence of 

a corrupt life. In one of the novel’s most pivotal events, the Christ-like Father Zossima died. As they prepared 

his body for a public viewing, the monks discussed whether to include ventilation in the room to help avert the 

odor of death. These monks concluded that “the anticipation of decay and the odor of corruption from the body 

of such a saint was an actual absurdity.” But when Father Zossima’s body began to emit a terribly foul odor on 

the very first day of his viewing, everyone was stunned. The monks concluded, “It must be a sign from heaven.” 

Thus, Father Zossima’s legacy was trashed.  

 

Friedrich Nietzsche, perhaps history’s most wicked atheist, appreciated the writings of Dostoevsky — even 

though he was a devout Christian. Two years after The Brothers Karamazov was published, Nietzsche 

published The Gay Science — offering his harshest attack against Christianity. Nietzsche, who ended his life in 

utter insanity, ironically penned the famous parable of a “madman” searching for God.  

 

“Whither is God?” he cried. “I shall tell you. We have killed him — you and I. All of us are his murderers…. Is 

there any up or down left? Are we not straying as through an infinite nothing? Do we not feel the breath of 

empty space? Has it not become colder? Is not night and more night coming on all the while? Do we not hear 

anything yet of the noise of the gravediggers who are burying God? Do we not smell anything yet of God’s 

decomposition? Gods too decompose. God is dead. God remains dead. And we have killed him.” 

 

In a chilling response to Dostoevsky’s novel, Nietzsche argued that God was nothing more than a decomposing 

corpse, and — like Father Zossima — God was also corrupt. With this premise, Nietzsche then penned a 

philosophy, which remains popular on college campuses. Without God, he argued that all meaning and ethics 
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should be reduced to the mere struggle for God’s throne. And like the madman, Nietzsche asked, “What are 

these churches now if they are not the tombs and sepulchers of God?” 

 

Do you live as though God is living and active in your life — supreme over all else in this world? Or do you live 

as though Jesus is still in the tomb? The darkness of Nietzsche’s mind reveals the sharp contrast of faith and 

unbelief, and it should lead us to worship the brilliance of Christ with greater fervor. If Jesus remains dead, 

Paul wrote that Christians are to be pitied above all men. The permanency of the grave would extinguish any 

purpose or hope for our lives. Though we would continue to endure the devastating hardships of this life — 

depression, addiction, disease, fear, division, hatred, betrayal, injustice, tyranny, hunger, poverty, and 

loneliness, there would be no purpose to our lives. Death would be guaranteed the final word, and it would 

forever steal any significance from your pain.  

 

While Nietzsche’s philosophies are extremely abhorrent on many levels, they do present us with an alternative 

reality of what life would be like if the resurrection were not true. When Jesus declared, “I am the resurrection 

and the life,” this was no small statement. It floods our lives with eternal significance!  

 

If Christ is our only hope to overcome the effects of this fallen world, then it would make much sense to 

conform our hearts and minds to that of the Apostle Paul, who wrote: 

 

I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 

suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish… that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may 

attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on 

to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own (Philippians 3:8-12).  

 

Jesus came into this world to purchase us from the fate of death, but he is no stranger to suffering. As the early 

church father Gregory Nazianzus explained, “He began His ministry by being hungry, yet He is the Bread of 

Life. Jesus ended His earthly ministry by being thirsty, yet He is the Living Water. Jesus was weary, yet He is 

our rest. Jesus paid tribute, yet He is the King. Jesus was accused of having a demon, yet He cast out demons. 

Jesus wept, yet He wipes away our tears. Jesus was sold for thirty pieces of silver, yet He redeemed the world. 

Jesus was brought as a lamb to the slaughter, yet He is the Good Shepherd. Jesus died, yet by His death He 

destroyed the power of death.”  
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Day Four: A Tale of Two Sisters 

 

“… though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 

two days longer in the place where he was.” It is this “though,” to which Martha and Mary react when they greet 

Jesus with the words “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” They know Jesus loves 

them – this issue is never in doubt. They know he loves Lazarus. They know he could have healed Lazarus. And 

they also know – beyond all doubt – that if he had wanted to, Jesus could have gotten there before Lazarus 

died. So it is not without accusation, albeit respectfully, that they raise before him this conditional “Lord, if you 

had been here ….” They are really saying – why weren’t you? How could you be who we know you are, and be 

late? The disciples use this tone with him in the boat, during the storm, when they find Jesus sleeping and cry 

“Lord! Do you not care that we are perishing?!” 

 

How difficult it is for the mind of faith when God seems delayed. The heart of faith knows God is love, and 

knows God is present, but the mind sees urgency and suffering and thinks – if only God had been here! And if 

here – if only he had done something! So many tragedies in life present themselves to our memories and we 

think – it is too late now, God was not there, it’s over. Those moments when we suffered, when our children 

suffered, when parts of our lives died those little deaths we experience, all throughout the finding of maturity 

on this earth. And the Lord comes to these very places in our hearts and says to us – as to Martha – this thing is 

not dead, it will have new life. Martha’s answer to Jesus’ promise of resurrection for Lazarus is the pragmatic 

one, the answer of the seasoned religious person: “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 

day.” We who have lived the life of faith long enough will always proffer these dogmatic platitudes, especially 

when pushed on questions of faith: “yes, Lord, I know all things will be made new when I am with you in 

paradise.” But Jesus is offering resurrection in this life too. His seemingly delayed response to suffering does 

not mean that he is waiting until eternity to deliver us from pain and darkness. 

 

Notice the difference between Jesus’ response to Martha and his response to Mary – a difference made all the 

more salient by the fact that both women greet him with the exact same sentence. The hearts of the two sisters, 

so famously contrasted elsewhere, are here seen in their response to grief. Where Martha rushes out to him, 

fists shaking; Mary remains in the house, perhaps unable even to look at him, and has to be called out. One 

passive, the other confrontational – but both despairing of the same impossible truth: “Lord, if you had been 

here ….” Where Jesus is forcefully hopeful, theological and even lovingly demanding of Martha, he is 

transformed by compassion when he sees Mary. His public weeping is not, as the onlookers suppose, for 

Lazarus – of course – but it is rather fully empathic: it is for Mary. 

 

This is the second half of the Lord’s response to us when he finds us suffering. He demands that we believe in 

him, and trust in his perfect plan, but that is only half of his response to our mourning. “Though Jesus loved 

Martha and her sister and Lazarus” he delayed his coming, for the sake of God’s glory. This does not, however, 

make him less empathetic to the anguish and confusion of the sisters he loves so personally. When God 

demands that we trust him with suffering and death in our lives, this demand is not a cold, intellectual one. He 

does not simply present us with a theological principle or a rigid commandment. He offers us his great promise 

of resurrection and life. We must know that we have Jesus with us in this life – that resurrection is promised to 

us in this life, as in the next. But while we wait for his plan to unfold, we so often we fail to see it – we grow 

tired and can look no more. It is just here that we can take our confusion – anger, mourning, questioning, 

resentment – and bring it right out to him, and he will close us in his arms of love, and weep with us. 
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Day Five: Living on the Edge 

 

As John 11 opens, everyone seems to be living on the edge. The sickness Lazarus suffers from has him living on 

the edge of death. Mary and Martha are living on the edge of their seats, expecting Jesus to return and heal 

their brother – any minute now. The disciples are living on the edge of a nervous breakdown, never knowing 

what Jesus might say or do next to stir up controversy – a real talent of his. Even Jesus is living on the edge of 

danger whenever he confronts the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem – escalating their murderous intent. 

 

So when Jesus delays two more days before deciding to round up the disciples and head back to Bethany just 

outside of Jerusalem, it’s no surprise that everybody was displeased with Jesus. Mary and Martha are upset at 

Jesus for not returning earlier. The disciples are not eager to go back where Jesus is a marked man. And 

Lazarus, well, Lazarus dies. Things aren’t going so well for anyone. But Jesus is about to reveal God’s Glory and 

his position as the Son – one that doesn’t just bring healing from sickness but brings victory over death itself. 

Jesus challenges Lazarus, Mary, Martha, the disciples and all of us to stop living on the edge of ‘our space’ and 

start living on the pledge of God’s grace. 

 

We see yet again in John 11 the powerful demonstration of how our needs are met according to God’s perfect 

schedule and according to his purposes. How will this story change the way you pray when God seems to delay 

when you ask him to show up in the midst of your difficulty? Do you feel as if you are living on the edge today? 

Has God has called you into circumstances that are very risky to you? Instead of blaming God, seek 

opportunities to honor and glorify him even in the midst of the storm. 

 

Do you think the Lord doesn’t understand your sadness or fears? Jesus didn’t just tear-up as he saw Mary and 

others weeping and as he came to the tomb. He was deeply moved, greatly troubled and he displays his deep 

emotions by weeping himself. We can trust him with our true feelings knowing he experienced them and that 

he cares for us. Does Jesus’ response to the weeping of Mary help you to trust him more in your current 

difficulties? 

 

But Jesus didn’t stop at understanding and being troubled. He took decisive action and in so doing, he 

stretched the faith and belief of his followers allowing them to see who he really was. Is your faith being 

stretched in your tough situation? Are you now able to see an attribute of God that you would not have 

otherwise? 

 

Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 

live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” Then he asks her, “Do you believe this?” It’s 

important to note that while Martha expresses “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who 

is coming into the world”, she has not yet made the connection between his position and his power over death. 

After all, she knew of the many healings and miracles, but raising the dead is in unchartered territory - a whole 

new league. Are you trusting God in areas where you have seen him at work before yet doubting in the bigger, 

longer-term, seemingly impossible lost-cause in your life? 
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So do you believe this?  

 

1. Spiritually speaking, do you feel you are still rotting in the grave? Place your faith in the only one who 

brings true life from death.  

 

2. Are you alive, but still wearing the filthy grave clothes? Strip them away and really live - being truly free 

in Christ.  

 

3. Just as Jesus calls those watching as he raised Lazarus to unbind him, what role can you have in 

restoring others in the community who are coming from death to life? 


