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We believe in the value of a quality study bible, and 

we have endorsed the Reformation Study Bible, English 

Standard Version. Copies are available at the Information 

Desk in the Fellowship Hall at a cost of $25 for hardcover 

or $15 for paperback. If you do not have a study bible, 

please get one of these. If you cannot afford the cost, pay 

what you can afford—even if that’s nothing!  

 

If this is your church home, and you promise to 

really use this study bible, then we want you to 

have one, no matter what. 

 

The Big Idea: Jesus had been at the Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths), which featured both a water element 

and a light element. He had already declared that anyone who believes in him would become a source from 

which rivers of living water would flow, and today he tells the crowd that he is the light of the world. The Jews 

no longer needed to revere the symbols; they could worship the one who the symbols were pointing towards. It 

should come as no surprise that they reacted badly to the statements Jesus made. They sought to dismiss Jesus 

by calling his parentage into question, implying that Jesus was the product of a sexually immoral relationship 

involving his mother Mary. With divine insight fueling pointed questions and bold statements, Jesus taught 

both them and us what it would mean to have God as our father. 

 

 

We recommend the following book as a companion to your bible study. It's not necessarily an easy read, but neither 

is it a long read. Let it change the way you approach the bible! 

 

 
"Eat This Book" 

by Eugene Peterson 

http://amzn.com/0802864902 

http://amzn.com/0802864902
http://amzn.com/0802864902
http://amzn.com/0802864902
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Day One: Read and Journal 

 

This week's passage is John 8:12-59. It records Jesus teaching near the treasury of the temple. In his 

teaching, Jesus made four iconic statements: I am the light of the world; The truth will set you free; You are of 

your father the devil; Before Abraham was, I am. If you have your Reformation Study Bible, take 

advantage of the study notes. Here are just a few samples: 

 

 8:12 I am the light of the world. In Jesus’ time, candles were used as part of the celebration of the 

Feast of Tabernacles. During this feast, the rock that provided water in the wilderness and the pillar of 

fire that provided light and guidance were remembered (Ex. 13:21). The rock pointed to Jesus (1 Cor. 

10:4), and He also is the light to which the pillar of fire as a type pointed. Since God is light (1 John 1:5), 

Jesus’ words amount to a claim of deity. Again, “I am” points back to Ex. 3:14 (6:35 note). 

 8:13 Your witness is not true. See text note. This discussion, which runs through v. 19, pivots on the 

question of valid testimony. The Pharisees say that Jesus’ testimony is not legally acceptable because it 

lacks corroboration (Deut. 17:6; 19:15). 

 8:19 The Pharisees misunderstood Jesus’ claim as a reference to His physical father, and they may have 

been eager to challenge Him as a child allegedly born out of wedlock. In speaking of His Father, 

however, Jesus was not talking about Joseph but about God. Knowledge of the Father comes through 

the Son (1:18; 14:9; 1 John 5:20). The Pharisees’ blindness to Jesus shows that their technical 

knowledge of the law did not give them the knowledge of God. 

 8:24, 28 I am He. Here Jesus applies Old Testament language for Yahweh to Himself (Ex. 3:14; Is. 

43:10), an identification that becomes unambiguous in v. 58. 

 

Remember, if you don't yet have a good study bible and want a copy of the Reformation Study Bible, which 

is our official study bible at Rio, you can pick one up at the Information Desk following the service. 

 

As always, we ask that you begin by a careful reading of the entire passage. Get out your notebooks and journal 

as you read. If you are new to the idea of writing in a journal as you read scripture, let us recommend the 

following method to you. It's called SOAP: Scripture, Observation, Application, and Prayer. 

 

Scripture. Open your Bible to the passage for today. Take time reading and allow God to speak to you. When 

you are done, look for a verse that particularly spoke to you that day, and write it in your journal. If it is more 

than one verse, that's fine, but remember that we're trying to highlight here, so we don't want to just repeat the 

entire passage. 

 

Observation. What do you think God is saying to you in this scripture? Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you and 

reveal Jesus to you. Paraphrase and write this scripture down in your own words, in your journal. Personalize 

the paraphrase if you wish, inserting your name as appropriate. 

 

Application. Personalize what you have read, by asking yourself how it applies to your life right now. Perhaps 

it is instruction, encouragement, revelation of a new promise, or corrections for a particular area of your life. 

Write how this scripture can apply to you today. 

 

Prayer. This can be as simple as asking God to help you use this scripture, or it may be a greater insight on 

what He may be revealing to you. Remember, prayer is a two way conversation, so be sure to listen to what God 

has to say! Now, write it out. The discipline of writing is important! 
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Day Two: Bloodlines 

 

They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If 
you knew me, you would know my Father also.” (John 8:19, ESV) 
They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would be 
doing the works Abraham did, (John 8:39, ESV) 
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not 
of my own accord, but he sent me. (John 8:42, ESV)  

 

There was once a boy who grew up in a very ordinary town as part of a very ordinary family. He lived in an 

ordinary house, learned his school lessons in an ordinary manner, ate ordinary food, and wore ordinary 

clothes. His father was an ordinary guy, a little busy and distracted, lost in a crowd of similar faces. 

 

In short, this was an entirely unremarkable boy. Without any particular advantages, he decided to become a 

tradesman and to that end he applied himself. He was an apprentice to the blacksmith in town, doing all the 

dirty jobs for now, practicing at the forge and anvil whenever his master wasn’t looking. 

 

Then one day, a man rode up on the finest horse the boy had ever seen. He sat ramrod straight in his saddle 

and was dressed in spotless linen clothing with a mantle of spun gold. When he climbed down from his mount, 

the crowd who had followed him to the blacksmith’s shop gave way like wheat parting in the wind. He passed 

through them, his eyes fixed on the boy, who by now was wondering what this regal looking man could possibly 

want with him. 

 

The man stopped in front of the boy and bent near to him, and when he did the boy noticed for the first time 

the golden crown on the man’s head. It was the king! The king had come to see him! Excitement and fear 

turned the boy’s legs to jelly and he dropped to his knees before the king, who gently lifted him back to his feet. 

 

“I have come looking for you,” he said in a voice that was deep and warm, “I want you to come to the palace and 

live with me. I want you to become my son.” The boy shook with fear and sputtered, “But…but, you cannot 

mean this, my lord!” The king smiled at him with a smile that drove away every shred of doubt and disbelief. 

“You are my son now. Come! Let us go home.” 

 

The king stood up straight and waved his arm toward the crowd. “I want you all to know,” he said in a very 

formal way, “that from today forward this boy is my son. I have called him to be my own, and I adopt him as 

my own flesh and blood.” The king mounted his horse in a graceful way and called the boy to climb up. They 

rode away in the direction of the king’s palace, set high up on a hill overlooking his lands. 

 

On that day, this ordinary boy stopped living an ordinary life. He was now a prince, a child of the king! He 

began to stand ramrod straight like his father and dress in spotless white linen just like the king. He watched 

everything his father did, so much so that he began to walk like him, talk like him, and even think like him. 

When he would ride through the lands his father ruled, the people would point to him and say “Look! It is the 

king!” Because, you see, the child of the king looked different than he did before. He looked like his father. 

 

Brothers and sisters, children of God, that boy is you! Regardless of who your earthly father was, you have 

been adopted by the Great High King of Heaven. Your bloodline has become royal -- so walk like your father, 

talk like your father, and make his thoughts your thoughts until people look at you…and see the king! 
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Day Three: God’s Eternal Plan for Your Salvation 

 

Long before the creation, God ordained a beautiful plan for the salvation of his people. The Bible tells us that 

the Lord created our world with our eventual redemption already in mind. The book of Revelation tells us that 

the names of the redeemed were “written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb” 

(Revelation 13:8, nasb). The Apostle Paul explained that the Lord “chose us in him before the creation of the 

world” (Ephesians 1:4). 

 

From eternity past, your name was penned in the Lamb’s book of life! When God spoke the universe into 

existence and hurled the galaxies into place, your name was already sealed in its pages. The ultimate salvation 

of mankind was not an afterthought of God’s creation; it was the purpose of creation. All of history was 

ordained to glorify our Lord Jesus Christ and the beauty of his gospel. Even the creation narrative was intended 

to exalt our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

Consider the beginning of Genesis. Talented authors recognize that a book’s opening lines set the tone for the 

rest of the book. A good opening statement captures the reader’s interest, sets the mood, frames the plot, and 

subtly provides a purpose statement for the remainder of the book. Without question, the Bible’s opening lines 

are the most famous in all of literature.  

 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness 
was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, 
“Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from 
the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day (Genesis 1:1-5).  

 

How does the creation narrative exalt Jesus and point us to salvation? John found this introduction so 

profound that he began his Gospel with the clear intention of directing his readers back to Genesis. The Gospel 

of John begins: 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it 
(John 1:1-5).  

 

In the beginning of creation, it was the Word of God that brought forth the creation. The Psalms tell us that 

“God spoke, and it came to be” (Psalm 33:9). In John’s Gospel, he wants us to know that this Word is Jesus 

Christ. Jesus is the Creator of all things. Jesus is the light of the world. Jesus is the source of life for mankind. 

In chapter eight, Jesus will claim these titles for himself. He openly declared himself to be the “light of the 

world,” who provides men with the “light of life” (John 8:12). Jesus promised that all who follow after him 

would “never taste death” (John 8:52). He declared himself to be the great I Am, who existed long before 

Abraham (John 8:58).  

 

Why is the Gospel so deliberate in linking Jesus with the creation? Simply put, the opening lines of Scripture 

(i.e. the creation) anticipate our gospel.  
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Once again, consider the opening lines of Genesis. In the narrative of creation, we find the biblical path of 

salvation. Before you ever sought salvation in Christ, you were forced to come to the realization that you were 

utterly hopeless without Christ. You recognized that your life was overrun by darkness. You knew that without 

Christ, your life would remain empty of meaning, void of purpose, and destined for death. However, the Spirit 

of God moved in your life, and you became willing and able to embrace the gospel. As you embraced the gospel 

(the Word of God) in your heart, you were immediately transformed into the “light of the world.” Now God has 

deemed you to be “good” in His sight. Now that you have been saved from the penalty of sin, the Lord now calls 

upon you to live a holy life separated from darkness.  

 

This is the story of creation! When Jesus declared himself to be the “light of the world,” perhaps he was 

announcing that his life marked the dawn of a new creation. Indeed, the New Testament is filled with such 

references. Jesus declared, “Behold, I make all things new.” We are called “new creations.” Revelation promises 

“a new heavens and a new earth.” The heavenly city is called the “New Jerusalem.” Undoubtedly, the Gospel 

brings a “new beginning” for mankind.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You Are The Light of the World” 

 

This is not a novel idea. The Bible repeatedly presents a redemptive theme of light overcoming darkness. Paul 

understood that our salvation reflected God’s work in creating light on the first day.  

 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ (2 Corinthians 4:6).  

 

This brilliant gospel not only shines into the darkness of our hearts, but it separates us from the darkness of 

this world. After all, light can have no fellowship with darkness (2 Corinthians 6:14). Paul clearly understood 

this to be a redemptive metaphor involving creation. In his letter to the Ephesians, he wrote: 

 

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light… and find out what 

pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them (Ephesians 

5:8-11). 

 

We are not called out of darkness merely for the sake of our own salvation; we are called to play a great role in 

God’s redemptive story. We are redeemed by God so that we can both serve and praise our Savior!  

 

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, so that you may declare 
the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light (1 Peter 2:9). 

 

  PATTERN OF SALVATION 
 

1. Life was hopeless and dark.  
2. The Spirit moved in my heart. 
3. The Word of God was shared with me.  
4. I was transformed into a “child of light.” 
5. God deemed me “righteous.”  
6. God calls me to separate from evil.  

          CREATION OF EARTH 
 

1. Existence was dark, empty, and chaotic. 
2. The Spirit moved in the darkness. 
3. The Word of God was spoken.  
4. Light shone forth out of the darkness. 
5. God deemed the light “good.”  
6. The light was separated from the darkness. 
7.  
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Day Four: The truth shall set you free 

 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31–32, ESV)  

 

This statement, “the truth shall set you free,” is often quoted. It has been embraced by pop culture and used in 

many television shows, movies, books – usually quoted with great gusto by a character who has just delivered 

some crucial piece of information. 

 

Is that what it means, though? That we will discover some crucial piece of knowledge, and that knowledge will 

free us from something? Well it might. If you suffered from crushing feelings of guilt for something bad that 

happened, but was not your fault, learning that you were not to blame might free you from those feelings of 

guilt. Fair enough. 

 

But if you were a passenger on the Titanic, knowing the truth about icebergs isn’t going to set you free from 

sinking. So knowledge can set you free, but not always, and Jesus says “the truth will set you free.” He was not 

mistaken, so whatever this truth is, it must have a 100% success rate at freeing us. It’s knowledge, yes, but it’s 

also knowledge about a specific subject…or in this case, person. 

 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
(John 14:6, ESV)  

 

The truth isn’t only what we know, it’s who we know. God is not hiding from us; he wants us to know him! 

 

But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the 
weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be once more? (Galatians 4:9, 
ESV)  
If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of 
him. (1 John 2:29, ESV)  
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3:2, ESV)  
that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, (Philippians 3:10, ESV)  
But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone 
who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” (2 Timothy 2:19, ESV)  
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness. (James 1:2–3, ESV)  
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. (1 John 4:13, ESV) 
So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love 
abides in God, and God abides in him. (1 John 4:16, ESV)  
For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. (1 Corinthians 2:2, ESV)  

 

Yes, knowledge sets us free. Free from sin and death, free from guilt and shame, and free from lies and 

darkness. However, it is not just any knowledge that sets us free, but the specific knowledge of the one who is 

God’s truth: Jesus Christ. You can be the greatest student of scripture ever, a walking encyclopedia of bible 

facts, but you will not truly be free until you don’t only know about him…you know him. 
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Day Five: Applying John 8:12-59 

 

Recap 

 Jesus said he is the Light of the World. He put an end to fumbling around in the darkness of sin and confusion 

for all who would trust in him. Jesus came to deliver us from our sins, but he also came to reveal The Father, 

that we might grow to bare his resemblance again. He revealed all things, beautiful and corrupted, by the 

brilliance of the light of his perfection. He showed us God, and he showed us ourselves. And he said if we abide 

in him and his Word, we will know the truth, and the truth will set us free. 

 

Action 

If you can, find a good close up picture of your father and study for maybe longer than you ever have. Note any 

resemblances and differences you see. Do you have his eyes? His smile? His hands? His feet? What is the same 

and what is different? If you are unable to do that, just consider your dad as a person. What about his person 

and character is the same in you? What’s different? 

 

In the systematic doctrinal study of the Bible there are identified several attributes of God. Some are 

communicable--we share in them at some level--and others are not. They are his incommunicable attributes, 

like infinity, omniscience, omnipresences, etc. 

 

Contemplate these communicable attributes of God. If you like you an read a few of the referenced scriptures to 

see where we derive them. Then write down how you think each of these manifests itself in you, a disciple of 

Christ. 

 

 God's lovingkindness, which is His special benevolent goodness to His chosen people 

(Psalm 6:4; 51:1; Isaiah 54:8-10; Romans 2:4; Colossians 3:12). 

How are you kind? 

 

 God's compassion, which is His goodness to those in difficulty (2 Samuel 24:14; 

Nehemiah 9:19; Lamentations 3:22; Psalm 103:13; Ephesians 2:4; 2 Corinthians 1:3). 

How are you compassionate? 

 

 God's grace, which is goodness favorably applied to undeserving people (Exodus 33:12; 

John 1:14; Romans 5:15; 1 Peter 5:10). 

With whom have you given grace in the last few weeks? 

 

 God's longsuffering, which is His patience toward those who deserve to be punished 

(Romans 3:25; 9:22 1 Timothy 1:16; 2 Peter 3:9, 15). 

How do you display patience? 

 

 God's love, which is His goodness in action, mostly toward His chosen people (1 John 4:7-

10; John 3:16; 14:23; 16:27; Romans 5:8; 8:37; 9:13). 

What are you doing to put your goodness (father’s likeness) into action? 

 

Have a great week! 


