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We believe in the value of a quality study bible, and we 

have endorsed the Reformation Study Bible, English Standard 

Version. This is our official study bible and copies are available 

at the Information Desk in the Fellowship Hall at a cost of $25 

for hardcover and $15 for paperback. If you do not have a study 

bible, please get one of these. If you cannot afford the cost, pay 

what you can afford--even if that’s nothing!  

 

If Rio is your church home, and you really will use this 

study bible, then we want you to have one, no matter 

what. 

 

The Big Idea: This week we read a story where the scribes and the Pharisees brought before Jesus a woman 

who, it says, “was caught in the act of adultery.” They insisted Jesus tell them what should be done with her, 

not because they didn’t know what the Law of Moses said should be done, but rather as a trap. Would Jesus 

discredit himself by not following the Scriptures, or would he violate Roman rule and laws? Neither, as it turns 

out. In the end, this woman wasn’t the only one whose guilt would be laid bare before Jesus. There is a 

remarkable story of forgiveness and grace here, as well as a potent warning against the self-righteousness 

judging of others. 

 

Pastor Tom Hendrikse recommends the following book as a companion to this study. It's not necessarily an 

easy read, but neither is it a long read. Let it change the way you approach the bible! 

 

 

 
"Eat This Book" 

by Eugene Peterson 

http://amzn.com/0802864902 

http://amzn.com/0802864902
http://amzn.com/0802864902
http://amzn.com/0802864902
http://amzn.com/0802864902
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Day One: Read and Journal 

 

This week's passage is John 8:1-11. If you are using a study bible, or even just a modern English translation, 

you will notice something different about this week’s passage. Perhaps the text is surrounded by brackets, or 

perhaps it’s through a study note in the margin, but somewhere you will be told that this passage doesn’t 

appear in the oldest manuscripts. It should be more correctly noted that this passage does not appear here, in 

John chapter eight, in the oldest manuscripts. As a matter of fact, it appears in three different locations, one of 

which is even in Luke’s Gospel – another book entirely! 

 

Scholars generally agree that the passage belongs in the New Testament, and we should take note that oldest 

manuscript does not mean best or most complete manuscript. Remember, none of what we have is the original 

manuscript. All of Scripture was written by hand and then copied by hand as well. For a few sentences to be 

copied to the wrong place is indeed possible. We validate the accuracy of these copies by comparing them to 

each other, and it is incredible how carefully and accurately they were made. Over time, we have begun to 

notice the literary patterns that are part of Scripture, such as chiasms, and these have been useful in confirming 

where passages belong. Based upon that, we are comfortable saying that this story is best located where we find 

it today, at the beginning of John chapter eight. Regardless of where it is located, the important thing is what it 

teaches us about Jesus. That’s what we will be focused on throughout the week. 

 

As always, we ask that you begin by a careful reading of the entire passage. Get out your notebooks and journal 

as you read. If you are new to the idea of writing in a journal as you read scripture, let us recommend the 

following method to you. It's called SOAP: Scripture, Observation, Application, and Prayer. 

 

Scripture. Open your Bible to the passage for today. Take time reading and allow God to speak to you. When 

you are done, look for a verse that particularly spoke to you that day, and write it in your journal. If it is more 

than one verse, that's fine, but remember that we're trying to highlight here, so we don't want to just repeat the 

entire passage. 

 

Observation. What do you think God is saying to you in this scripture? Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you and 

reveal Jesus to you. Paraphrase and write this scripture down in your own words, in your journal. Personalize 

the paraphrase if you wish, inserting your name as appropriate. 

 

Application. Personalize what you have read, by asking yourself how it applies to your life right now. Perhaps 

it is instruction, encouragement, revelation of a new promise, or corrections for a particular area of your life. 

Write how this scripture can apply to you today. 

 

Prayer. This can be as simple as asking God to help you use this scripture, or it may be a greater insight on 

what He may be revealing to you. Remember, prayer is a two way conversation, so be sure to listen to what God 

has to say! Now, write it out. The discipline of writing is important! 

 

Remember, if you don't yet have a good study bible and want a copy of the Reformation Study Bible, which 

is our official study bible at Rio, you can pick one up at the Information Desk following the service. 

 

 



 

“The Word, Part 14” Study Guide (4/29/2012) 

 

 

Page 3 of 6 

 

Day Two: Jesus exposes guilt 

 

The scribes and the Pharisees had brought before Jesus a woman who it says was “caught in the act of 

adultery.” The Scriptures are quite clear on what should be done with those who commit adultery. Leviticus 

20:10 and Deuteronomy 22:22 direct that both of them shall be put to death. How tragic that these men 

grabbed only her and left her partner behind. All too often in history, women have been punished when equally 

guilty men have gone free. Jesus, however, was not yet dealing with her guilt. When they tested him, it says 

Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. (John 8:6) What was he writing? Was it perhaps 

the names of the men who had brought this woman before him? From the WA Commentary, page 302: 

 

There are four instances in which the Lord personally penned a message by his own hand. 

 

1. The Lamb’s Book of Life was penned by the Lord before the creation of the world (Rev 17:8). 

2. God penned the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai with his own finger (Deut 9:10). 

3. The Lord’s wrote the message of judgment upon the wall of King Belshazzar’s palace (Dan 5:4). 

4. The Lord wrote in the sand as the religious leaders gathered to stone an adulteress (John 8:6). 

 

The first three handwritten messages from God contained messages of grace, law, and judgment. 

However, the content of the last message remains a mystery. The Pharisees and teachers of the law had 

gathered to stone an adulterous woman. They quoted from the Law of Moses concerning the seventh 

commandment, and they pronounced judgment upon her — failing to understand that matters of 

eternal grace and judgment belong to the Lord alone. After citing from the Law, they turned to Jesus 

and asked whether the woman should be put to death. But Jesus bent down and wrote in the dust of the 

ground. Then he stood and declared, “If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a 

stone at her” (John 8:7). As Jesus continued writing in the dust of the ground, those in the crowd 

immediately dropped their stones. 

 

The only other reference in Scripture that involves messages being written upon the dust of the ground 

comes in a prophecy of Jeremiah. The Lord was to record his judgments by writing names in the dust. 

 

“I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what 

his deeds deserve.” … Those who turn away from you will be written in the dust because they have forsaken the 

Lord (Jer 17:10,13). 

 

Jesus, who previously told the religious leaders that he alone had the “authority to judge” (John 5:27), 

was perhaps driving the fear of the Lord’s judgment into their hearts as he wrote in the dust. 

 

Jesus lays bare the guilty heart. Even those who claim to doubt he even existed, and certainly wasn’t God, rage 

against the mere mention of his name. The good news for you, child of God, is that Jesus doesn’t leave this guilt 

on you. He took its crushing weight upon himself as he was nailed to a tree in your place. Your guilt and shame 

are completely and forever washed away by his precious blood. 

 

as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. (Psalm 

103:12, ESV) 
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Day Three: Seeing things as they are 

 

Do you see things as they really are? That sounds like a silly question, doesn’t it? Just think about all the clever 

sayings we have to cover it. 

 

 The thing speaks for itself. 

 There’s more than meets the eye. 

 You can’t judge a book by its cover. 

 You can’t tell the players without a program. 

 …and about 12,000 more. 

 

So do we agree then that, because we’re human, our vision is limited and what we can see with our eyes isn’t 

always the way things really are? The scribes and the Pharisees in our passage this week certainly thought they 

had correctly assessed the players involved in this drama. They were certain that the woman they’d dragged in 

front of the crowd gathered around Jesus was an adulterous whore. They were equally certain that they held a 

lofty perch in God’s estimation. 

 

The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even like this tax collector. (Luke 18:11, ESV) 

 

Jesus saw things differently. When he looked at this woman, standing naked and one would assume ashamed 

in front of him, he saw one of his own virtuous, virginal bride, for whom he had come to die. To her, he spoke 

with tender kindness. 

 

Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” And 

Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.” (John 8:10–11, ESV) 

 

What about the Pharisees? How did Jesus speak to them? 

 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments 

of the righteous, saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding 

the blood of the prophets.’ Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 

Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to 

hell? (Matthew 23:29–33, ESV) 

 

We have not earned our place before God. Oh, it was earned, make no mistake about that. It just wasn’t our 

doing. When we understand this – really understand this – it frees us from guilt and fear. Jesus himself is our 

righteousness! Death can no longer harm us. It also makes us compassionate toward sinners, not condemning. 

What they need is Jesus, not judgment! 

 

And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:11, ESV) 
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Day Four: The giver of life 

 

At the close of this story, after her accusers had sheepishly dropped their stones and slipped away one by one, 

Jesus turns his attention to the woman herself. By the way, isn’t it interesting that it was the older ones who 

went away first? The zealous passion of youth often lets us overlook our failures. Or maybe we wrongly assume 

that we’ll be able to “make up for things” in the future. We can’t, of course. The longer we live with ourselves, 

the better we know ourselves, and the quicker we are to drop that stone on the ground. 

 

Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” And 

Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.” (John 8:10–11, ESV) 

 

This translation is actually a bit misleading. We read her answer and see her call Jesus “Lord” and we assume 

she has believed in him. In fact, the word she uses (kurios) is a common term of respect. “No one, Sir” is a more 

accurate rendering. What happens next is subject to interpretation. Some commentators will tell you Jesus is 

using the language of the court, neither condemning her nor pardoning her, but simply telling her that no 

lawful procedures had been followed and there was therefore no basis for the capital sentence that had been 

proposed. Yet why would he then admonish her to “go, and from now on sin no more” if he’d done nothing to 

make it possible? Isn’t it just as likely that Jesus gave her, in that moment, everything she needed? He set her 

free from the consequences of her sin, and also from the power of her sin to keep her trapped in a life of 

adultery. Would Jesus really tell someone to “sin no more” if he knew they had no chance of doing that? 

 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated 

us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of 

his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:4–10, ESV) 

 

How does life come to us? He gives it! We don’t suddenly come to our senses and believe. We’re not confused, 

we’re dead! It is God who graciously gives us the gift of faith so we can believe and be made alive. He does this, 

Paul tells us, specifically so we cannot boast. Salvation is a work of grace, performed by God, and has no basis 

in our actions. Some would view this reformed view of God’s sovereignty as discouraging. Why pray for 

someone’s salvation, they wonder, if God has already determined their fate? No, far from it! We should be 

encouraged by God’s sovereign hand. Even when the ones you are praying for seem hardened and determined 

to reject God, remember that it is God who gives life! It pleases God to work through his people in the process 

of coming to faith, but it depends on him, not us. There is no such thing as a lost cause. God can work the 

miracle of faith in any life, at any time. Keep praying and keep sharing his word. 

 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 

in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 

preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful 

are the feet of those who preach the good news!” (Romans 10:14–15, ESV) 
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Day Five: A rock of a different shape and size 

 

Rocks are amazing things. They can be sharp-edged and rough as sandpaper, or well-rounded and smooth. 

They can be strong, or brittle, and they can appear in every color of the rainbow. You might have reached the 

end of this week’s series of devotional meditations thinking you were off the hook when it comes to identifying 

with the men in this story. I’m no “scribe” or “Pharisee,” you say, because I would never judge someone on 

moral sin. 

 

Okay, good, you’re not holding a rock of that particular shape and size, but what about a different rock? 

 

What about the young man you meet with tattooed arms and jewelry piercings on his face. What size and shape 

rock is that, when you jump to a conclusion about his lifestyle or habits? Would you be surprised to find out 

that he is the pastor, and the distinguished looking man in the three piece suit is coming to him for counseling? 

 

How about that lady you know with the really annoying laugh? The one you’ve told yourself you wouldn’t like, 

because you just hate that laugh, so you’ve never even talked to her? Would you be surprised to find out that 

she’s the same teacher’s aide your little boy has been raving about at school, the one who treats him so well and 

laughs at all his jokes? Would her laugh sound any sweeter to you then? 

 

Maybe we don’t judge people on moral sin in their lives. But we still jump to conclusions and make 

assumptions. Yes…it’s a smaller rock and it won’t kill anyone when we fling it, but we need to drop it on the 

ground just the same. 

 

Are You Jumping to Conclusions? 

When you jump to conclusions you make a negative interpretation even though there are no facts to support 

this. There are two main ways of doing this: 

 

1. MIND READING: You decide that someone is reacting negatively to you or you know what someone is 

thinking without checking this out. 

2. FORTUNE TELLING: You anticipate that things will turn out badly and you feel convinced that your 

prediction is an established fact. 

 

What to Ask Yourself When You Jump to Conclusions 

1. “What evidence do I have?” 

2. “Am I assuming that I know what the other person is thinking? If so how?” 

3. “Am I over-estimating the likelihood of an event occurring?” 


