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MaTT  
COuLD THE BOTTLE PEEK 

winter season 2012/13 LonDon season 2012

  Priority Booking for 
RsC Members and 
supporters opens  
in February

  Public booking 
 opens  March 

  To book please call 
your Ticket Hotline 
or visit   
www.rsc.org.uk

sTRaTFORD-uPON-avON        
WINTER sEasON  2012/13 

our Winter season sees shakespeare performed 
alongside a new adaptation of a classic children's 
story and a swan Theatre season exploring the 
rest of the world in shakespeare's lifetime.

Following their performances in stratford-upon-Avon, two of the major 
Rsc productions in the World shakespeare Festival transfer to the 
noël coward Theatre, london. 

In the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre we open with a 
production of Shakespeare’s 
much loved comedy  
The Merry Wives of Windsor. 
Directed by Phillip Breen,  
it will see Desmond Barrit 
return to the Company  
to play Falstaff. It will play  
in repertoire with a  
magical new adaptation  
of Russell Hoban's  
classic children's story  
The Mouse and his Child. 
Adapted for the stage by 
Tamsin Oglesby and 
directed by Paul Hunter,  
this 20th century classic  
of children's literature,  
is a moving story about  
two clockwork mice thrown 
on a scrap heap who 
embark on a dangerous 
quest for a place to belong.

In the Swan Theatre  
we premiere a trilogy of  
newly-adapted international 

plays, in repertoire from 
November, exploring  
what was going on in the 
rest of the world during 
Shakespeare's lifetime. 
Gregory Doran opens  
the season with  
The Orphan of Zhao, 
a powerful tale of  
self-sacrifice and revenge, 
sometimes referred to  
as the Chinese Hamlet. 
From Russia, an adaptation 
by Adrian Mitchell of 
Alexander Pushkin's play, 
Boris Godunov will be 
directed by Michael Boyd. 
Then to Italy, for a  
new translation of  
Bertolt Brecht's Galileo by 
Mark Ravenhill, the RSC's 
latest Writer in Residence 
directed by Roxana Silbert. 

Please see the enclosed 
Winter season Guide  
for full details of  
all productions.

Mark Ravenhill
RsC Writer in Residence

ENCLOsED 
You will find a  

leaflet detailing the 
stratford-upon-Avon 

WINTER sEasON
 2012/ 13 

We are delighted 
that Mark Ravenhill 
has joined the 
company as writer 
in residence. 
Talking about  
the post he said  
‘I will be living  
in Stratford for 
much of the year 
and really hope  

to become part of the company.  
I'm also looking forward to working  
with the RSC Ensemble.' 

'Working on Shakespeare encourages 
actors to tell epic stories and to embrace 
a muscularity in their approach to 
language. This is a fantastic resource for 
a living writer to work with. It is exciting 
and daunting to have the opportunity  
to write an epic play, which the RSC is 
uniquely positioned to allow me to do.'

RSC Chief Associate 
Director Gregory Doran’s 
Julius Caesar finds 
contemporary echoes in 
modern Africa, the cast  
includes Adjoa Andoh,  
Ray fearon, Ivanno Jeremiah, 
Paterson Joseph,  
Jeffery Kissoon,  
Joseph Mydell and Cyril Nri. 

Iqbal Khan makes his  
RSC directorial debut with 
Much Ado About Nothing, 
which will transpose 
Shakespeare's unsettling 
comedy of love and  
deceit to an Indian  
setting with Meera Syal  
in the leading role  
of Beatrice.

The RSC British Writer in Residence is generously 
supported by COLUMBIA fOUNDATION fUND  
of the CAPITAL COMMUNITy fOUNDATION

The RSC Ensemble is generously supported by  
THE GATSBy CHARITABLE fOUNDATION and KOVNER fOUNDATION

Supported by BP

Founding Presenting Partner 
of the World Shakespeare Festival

LONDON sEasON 

JuLIus 
CaEsaR aND

MuCH aDO  
 aBOuT 
NOTHING

see pages 5 for  
booking information >
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LONDON sEasON 

MuCH aDO  
aBOuT NOTHING

JuLIus  
CaEsaR
William shakespeare
The dictator must be assassinated.  
But who will replace him? 

Shakespeare’s great political thriller,  
Julius Caesar, finds dark, contemporary 
echoes in modern Africa, directed by RSC 
Chief Associate Director Gregory Doran. 

Gregory’s most recent productions include 
Written on the Heart, currently playing 
in the Swan Theatre, Shakespeare’s  
‘lost play’ Cardenio, re-imagined as part 
of the RSC’s 50th birthday celebrations,  
as well as his 2008 production of Hamlet.

The company includes Paterson Joseph  
as Brutus, Cyril Nri as Cassius, Ray Fearon 
as Mark Antony, Jeffery Kissoon as Caesar 
and Adjoa Andoh as Portia.

William shakespeare
This vibrant and colourful production 
transposes Shakespeare’s vivacious, and 
at times unsettling, comedy of love and 
deceit to an Indian setting. 

Much Ado About Nothing is directed 
by Iqbal Khan whose credits include 
Broken Glass (Tricycle Theatre and 
West End, 2011) and The Killing of 
Sister George (Arts Theatre, 2011). 

Actress, comedienne, writer and singer, 
Meera Syal, will play Beatrice.

BOOKING INFORMaTION
During the Priority Booking period, please purchase tickets by  
calling your Ticket Hotline or via the website www.rsc.org.uk

From Monday 26 March, once public booking has opened, tickets 
can be booked via your Ticket Hotline (no booking fee) or directly 
with the Noël Coward Theatre Box Office either in person,  
by phone 0844 482 5141 or online www.delfontmackintosh.co.uk 
Please note a £2 per ticket booking fee applies to phone or online 
bookings via the Noël Coward Theatre.

TICKET DIsCOuNTs
16-25 YEAR OLDS £5 per ticket 
25 tickets have been reserved for every performance (except Press Nights). 15 of these can be booked in advance from Monday 
26 March and 10 will be sold on the day of performance in person from 10am at the Noël Coward Theatre Box Office. This offer 
is for individuals aged 16 to 25 who must make the booking themselves. All tickets, including those booked in advance, will be 
held at the Box Office for collection from one hour before the performance when proof of age will be required. Maximum of  
2 tickets per person (ID required for each ticket holder). Tickets will be allocated entirely at the discretion of the Box Office.

fAmiLiES Up to 4 under 18s half price with every full price paying adult
Applies to Monday to Thursday evening performances and all matinees. Proof of age may be required.  Does not apply  
to groups. Available on top three ticket prices only.

OvER 60s £30 per ticket
Applies to Tuesday and Wednesday evening and midweek matinee performances. Maximum of 7 tickets per transaction.

SCHOOLS AND  
COLLEGE GROUPS

£17.50 per ticket non-members (£12.50 per ticket for RSC Education members) plus 1 free ticket for 
each teacher accompanying every 10 students

Applies to Monday to Thursday performances for groups of 10+ students. 1 adult is required for every 10 students.  
Teacher’s free tickets will be placed amongst groups of students and must be used by adults. This rate is available 
during term time only.

ADULT GROUPS 8+ £35 per ticket
Applies to A price seats for Monday to Thursday performances for adult groups of 8+ tickets.

STANDbY RATE £20 for best available seats
Available on the day of the performance only and subject to availability.  Applicable to students in full time education,  
under 25s, over 60s, ES40s, NCA Members, Members of the Armed Forces, Equity and BECTU members. Proof of 
entitlement will be required.

PEOPLE WiTH DiSAbiLiTiES £22.50 per ticket
If your choice of seat is limited by your disability then your seat will be £22.50.  Should you need the service of a companion 
(including wheelchair users), their ticket is also £22.50.

All discounts are subject to availability and at the discretion of the Box Office.  Discounted tickets cannot 
be booked in conjunction with any other discount or offer and discounts cannot be applied retrospectively.  
Discounts do not apply to Superseats or reduced price previews.  

 TICKET PRICEs
noël coward Theatre
Preview £40 £35 £25 £20 £12.50*
All perfs £49.50 £42.50 £32.50 £22.50 £15*
Superseats are available in the Stalls at a supplement of £10 on  
top price tickets

AUGUsT 2012
Wed 8 cAesAR 7.30 F
Thu 9 cAesAR 7.30 
Fri 10 cAesAR 7.30 
Sat 11 cAesAR 7.30
Sun 12 no perf
Mon 13 cAesAR 7.30
Tue 14 cAesAR 7.30 
Wed 15 cAesAR 7.00 P
Thu 16 cAesAR 2.00 M

cAesAR 7.30
Fri 17 cAesAR 7.30
Sat 18 cAesAR 2.00 M

cAesAR 7.30
Sun 19 no perf
Mon 20 cAesAR 7.30
Tue 21 cAesAR 7.30
Wed 22 cAesAR 7.30
Thu 23 cAesAR 2.00 M

cAesAR 7.30
Fri 24 cAesAR 7.30
Sat 25 cAesAR 2.00 M

cAesAR 7.30
Sun 26 no perf
Mon 27 cAesAR 7.30
Tue 28 cAesAR 7.30
Wed 29 cAesAR 7.30
Thu 30 cAesAR 2.00 M

cAesAR 7.30
Fri 31 cAesAR 7.30

sePTeMbeR 2012
Sat 1 cAesAR 2.00 M

cAesAR 7.30
Sun 2 no perf
Mon 3 cAesAR 7.30
Tue 4 cAesAR 7.30
Wed 5 cAesAR 7.30
Thu 6 cAesAR 2.00 M

cAesAR 7.30
Fri 7 cAesAR 7.30
Sat 8 cAesAR 2.00 M ■

cAesAR 7.30
Sun 9 no perf
Mon 10 cAesAR 7.30
Tue 11 cAesAR 7.30
Wed 12 cAesAR 7.30 ■
Thu 13 cAesAR 2.00 M

cAesAR 7.30
Fri 14 cAesAR 7.30 ●
Sat 15 cAesAR 2.00 M

cAesAR 7.30 l
Sun 16 no perf
Mon 17 no perf
Tue 18 no perf
Wed 19 no perf
Thu 20 no perf
Fri 21 no perf
Sat 22 MUcH Ado 7.30 F
Sun 23 no perf

AbbReViATions
CAESAr = JULIUS CAESAr
MUCH ADO = MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHINg

NOËL COWaRD THEaTRE
Mon 24 MUcH Ado 7.30
Tue 25 MUcH Ado 7.30
Wed 26 MUcH Ado 7.30 
Thu 27 MUcH Ado 7.00 P
Fri 28 MUcH Ado 7.30 
Sat 29 MUcH Ado 2.00 M

MUcH Ado 7.30
Sun 30 no perf

ocTobeR 2012
Mon 1 MUcH Ado 7.30
Tue 2 MUcH Ado 7.30
Wed 3 MUcH Ado 7.30
Thu 4 MUcH Ado 2.00 M

MUcH Ado 7.30
Fri 5 MUcH Ado 7.30
Sat 6 MUcH Ado 2.00 M 

MUcH Ado 7.30
Sun 7 no perf
Mon 8 MUcH Ado 7.30
Tue 9 MUcH Ado 7.30
Wed 10 MUcH Ado 7.30 
Thu 11 MUcH Ado 2.00 M

MUcH Ado 7.30
Fri 12 MUcH Ado 7.30 
Sat 13 MUcH Ado 2.00 M ■

MUcH Ado 7.30
Sun 14 no perf
Mon 15 MUcH Ado 7.30
Tue 16 MUcH Ado 7.30

Wed 17 MUcH Ado 7.30
Thu 18 MUcH Ado 2.00 M

MUcH Ado 7.30
Fri 19 MUcH Ado 7.30
Sat 20 MUcH Ado 2.00 M

MUcH Ado 7.30
Sun 21 no perf
Mon 22 MUcH Ado 7.30
Tue 23 MUcH Ado 7.30 ■
Wed 24 MUcH Ado 7.30
Thu 25 MUcH Ado 2.00 M

MUcH Ado 7.30
Fri 26 MUcH Ado 7.30 ●
Sat 27 MUcH Ado 2.00 M

MUcH Ado 7.30 l

Priority Plus Booking for rsC suPPorters Friday 24 February 2012    full MeMBers’ weB Booking oPens Monday 27 February 2012    full MeMBers’ telePhone Booking oPens Wednesday 29 February 2012 AssoCiAte MeMBers’ weB Booking oPens Monday 12 March 2012    AssoCiAte MeMBers’ telePhone Booking oPens Wednesday 14 March 2012    PuBliC Booking oPens Monday 26 March 2012

*Due to the nature of the auditorium, the view from this seat  
may be restricted. Please call the Box Office for details.  
All prices include a £1 restoration levy for the Noël Coward Theatre.

the London season is supported by BP

Director Gregory doran
Designer Michael Vale
Lighting Vince Herbert
Music Akintayo Akinbode
Sound Jonathan Ruddick
Fights kev Mccurdy
Associate Director  
Gbolohan obisesan

keY
F = First Performance
P = Press Night
M = Matinee
l = Last Performance
■ = Audio-Described Performance

● = Captioned Performance

  = reduced Price Preview

Director iqbal khan
Set Designer Tom Piper
Lighting ciaran bagnall

Following performances in stratford-upon-Avon, Julius Caesar and Much Ado About Nothing will transfer 
to the noël coward Theatre in london’s West end, for a limited season.



Actor Ankur Bahl shares his 
experiences in rehearsal for 
The Tempest, Twelfth Night 
and The Comedy of Errors. 
 
Friday 14 october 2011 
I found myself feeling 
depressed before my 
penultimate show with  
DV8 Physical Theatre.  
Ending a job, without 
knowing what’s next, is crap. 
People say this uncertainty  
is great because it allows  
you to re-evaluate your 
priorities…they’re lying…
nobody likes being out  
of work.

I only stopped wallowing 
when I heard my phone ring. 
I’d landed an audition for  
the RSC. 

The audition comprised  
90 minutes of movement  
led by Choreographer  
Fin Walker and overseen  
by Assistant Casting Director 
Janine Snape. 20 people  
in a studio improvising 
physically to verbal cue. 
I come from a physical 
theatre background,  
and was relieved to be  
in my comfort zone.

Friday 21 october 
I received a call from my 
agent to prepare speeches 
for a second audition. 

This time, I met Director 
David Farr and Head of 
Casting Hannah Miller.  
I arrived prepared; I was  
off book, had rehearsed  
the scenes with actor  
friends, and had an intention 
for every line. 

How was the audition? 
Petrifying. 20 minutes of 
reading and discussing 
Shakespeare to decide the 
next year of my life. And let’s 
not joke, it’s the RSC; landing 
the gig could change the 
course of my career. 
Then began The Wait. 

Friday 28 october 
At 11 o’clock, the call finally 
came. It was an offer. First 
step: say, ‘Yes, please.’ 
Second step: call the family.  
There is no time to let the 
news sink in; the job starts 
Wednesday.

Wednesday 2 november 
On my first day at the RSC,  
I suppressed the over-friendly 
American that lives deep 
inside me, and tried to act  
as I imagine any other  
London based actor would. 

Within the first hour we  
had played games to learn 
the names of two directors,  
a company manager,  

two assistant directors,  
a choreographer, a voice 
coach, four stage managers, 
an intern, and 18 actors. 

In the afternoon we sat in a 
circle to read The Comedy of 
Errors. It became apparent 
how cleverly the company 
had been cast. All the actors 
are in all three plays, and  
all the understudying will  
be done within this cast.  
It’s a diverse company.  
Some tall, some not, some 
young, some not, white, 
Asian, black, Arab, men, 
women, some funny, some 
serious, some posh, and 
some not. It was a joy to  
hear the different voices  
and accents unleashed  
on this quick-paced,  
action-packed text. 

Friday 4 november 2011 
The directors for the season,  
David Farr and Amir Nizar 
Zuabi, used the first few  
days to contextualise the 
plays and identify their 
common themes. 

We ended the week with  
a viewing of a model of the set 
for Twelfth Night. It’s useful to 
know the world that designer 
Jon Bausor is setting up, 
because next week we start 
working on the text.

To read more of  
Ankur’s blog please visit  
www.rsc.org.uk/blogs 

MEET THE COMPaNY
Ankur  

bahl

deborah shaw 
is Director of the 
World Shakespeare 
festival, part of 
London 2012 
festival which runs 
alongside the 
Olympic and 

Paralympic Games. Her blog describes 
her journey to bring together 
thousands of artists from around the 
world to take part in a celebration of 
Shakespeare as the world’s playwright.

To read deborah’s blog please visit 
www.rsc.org.uk/blogs

Tom Piper is the 
Olivier Award 
winning Associate 
Designer at the RSC. 
He is designing the 
set for Iqbal Khan's 
production of Much 
Ado About Nothing. 
He is also working alongside  
the team designing Shakespeare: 
staging the world –the BP Exhibition 
at the British Museum as part of the 
World Shakespeare festival.

To read Tom’s blog please visit 
www.wsf2012.org.uk/doodles 

www.rsc.org.uk/blogs

wHat CoUntrY FrienDs is tHis?

Rehearsals are now underway for The Comedy of Errors, Twelfth Night and 
The Tempest, three of the plays that make up What Country Friends Is This?  
We wanted to take this opportunity to update you on the cast and creative 
teams that have been confirmed since your last newsletter. We also have 
further details of the fourth production, Pericles, which is a collaboration 
between amateur and professional theatre makers and plays in  
The courtyard Theatre from 5 to 7 october.

COMPANY 
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WORLD 
sHaKEsPEaRE 
FEsTIvaL uPDaTE

What country Friends is This? 
is supported by bP

THe coMedY
oF eRRoRs
WilliAM sHAkesPeARe

Director Amir nizar Zuabi
Designer Jon bausor
Lighting Jon clark
Music Adem ilhan
Sound christopher shutt
Fights kev Mccurdy
16 March – 14 May 
16 July – 6 october 
stratford-upon-Avon

1 June – 4 July 
london

TWelFTH niGHT
WilliAM sHAkesPeARe

Director david Farr
Designer Jon bausor
Lighting Jon clark
Music Adem ilhan
Sound christopher shutt
Choreography 
isabel Mortimer 
Fights kev Mccurdy
8 March – 15 May 
12 July – 6 october  
stratford-upon-Avon

5 June – 5 July 
london

PeRicles 
WilliAM sHAkesPeARe

Directors James Farrell 
and Jamie Rocha Allan

5, 6 And 7 ocTobeR 2012

The Courtyard Theatre,  
Stratford-upon-Avon

Wind, rain, and thunder, 
remember earthly man  
is but a substance that  
must yield to you...

A new and exciting 
collaboration between  
amateur theatre makers  
and the RSC’s professional 
creative and production teams. 
Pericles will see a cast of 
amateur performers working 
with RSC directors, designers, 
stage managers and 
technicians to create an 
exhilarating new production of 
Shakespeare’s tragic romance 
from the What Country 
Friends is This? team.

THe TeMPesT
WilliAM sHAkesPeARe

Director david Farr
Designer Jon bausor
Lighting Jon clark
Music Adem ilhan
Sound christopher shutt
Choreography Fin Walker
Fights kev Mccurdy
30 March – 19 May 
13 July – 7 october 
stratford-upon-Avon

 9 June – 5 July  
london

ANKUR BAHL 
SARAH BELCHER

AMIE BURNS WALKER
KIRSTY BUSHELL

NICHOLAS DAY
SANDY GRIERSON
STEPHEN HAGAN

FELIX HAYES
AMER HLEHEL

SOLOMON ISRAEL
JAN KNIGHTLEY

BRUCE MACKINNON
JONATHAN MCGUINNESS

KEVIN MCMONAGLE
CECILIA NOBLE

JONATHAN SLINGER
EMILY TAAFFE

SARGON YELDA
 



Matilda The Musical has taken the West end 
by storm playing to standing ovations at 
every performance and receiving a raft of 
five star reviews following its opening last 
november. Already the recipient of three 
best Musical Awards, the show has received 
an unprecedented nine nominations at this 
year’s Whatsonstage Awards and our run  
at the cambridge Theatre has now been 
extended to october 2012. 

Tickets for Matilda The Musical are available 
through your Ticket Hotline or online at 
www.rsc.org.uk (no booking fees).

Alternatively you can book directly  
with the cambridge Theatre box office  
0844 412 4652 (no booking fees).

Matilda The Musical is supported by

‘A MUST-SEE’ 
MAil on SUndAy

‘HEArT-TUgging  
And inExprESSibly 

Moving’
SUndAy TiMES

‘giddily 
EnJoyAblE. 

roars of approval 
shake the theatre’

SUndAy ExprESS

‘TiM MinCHin's smashing 
score combines take-home 

melodies with delicious 
lyrical wit. dEnniS KElly's 

script adds joy, humour  
and tenderness’

dAily TElEgrApH

‘dArK,  dAring  
And A loT of fUn’

finAnCiAl TiMES
‘UTTErly 

ExHilArATing. 
Matilda explodes on to 

the West End stage’
indEpEndEnT

‘rob HoWEll’S towering 
design is ingenious, there is 
delicious choreography by 

pETEr dArling and director 
MATTHEW WArCHUS 

marries moments of dazzling, 
noisy brilliance with others  

of real poignancy’ 

EvEning STAndArd

HHHHH
dAily TElEgrApH 

dAily ExprESS 

gUArdiAn 

dAily MAil 

TiME oUT 

EvEning STAndArd 

indEpEndEnT 

SUndAy ExprESS 

MAil on SUndAy

‘THE qUEST for A  
grEAT nEW MUSiCAl iS ovEr: 

london (and before long, presumably, the world) has just that in Matilda’
EvEning STAndArdWinnEr – bEST MUSiCAl 

EvEning STAndArd AWArdS 2011

Our growing selection of  
Matilda The Musical merchandise 
is now available online, from the 
shop in the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre and at the Cambridge 
Theatre in London.

Products include t-shirts,  
badges, temporary tattoos, mugs, 
magnets and even a newt!  
We will be adding more items in 
the coming weeks. 

www.rsc.org.uk/shop

MaTILDa  
sHOP ONLINE
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THE HEREsY  OF  LOvE
sWAn THeATRe, 2 FebRUARY – 9 MARcH

COMPANY
TERESA BANHAM  
GEOFFREY BEEVERS  
STEPHEN BOXER  
RAYMOND COULTHARD  
DONA CROLL   
MARTY CRUICKSHANK 
LAURA DARRALL 
CATHERINE HAMILTON
DIANA KENT 
YOUSSEF KERKOUR  
CATHERINE MCCORMACK   
IAN MIDLANE 
SARAH OVENS 
DANIEL STEWART  
SIMON THORP 

Helen Edmundson (who also adapted 
the recent West End production of 
Swallows and Amazons) was inspired 
by the life of the legendary Mexican  
nun poet, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz,  
to write her new play The Heresy of Love. 
Following her acclaimed production  
of A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
in 2011, Nancy Meckler directs  
Catherine McCormack as Sor Juana Inés 
de la Cruz in this compelling new play.

Catherine McCormack’s 
film roles include the 
lead in Anna Campion’s 
Loaded, Braveheart, 
Spy Game and 
Dangerous Beauty.

The final production in our swan Theatre 
Winter season opened on Thursday 2 February 
for just 25 performances. Photographs, a mini 
documentary and interviews with the creative 
team are available at www.rsc.org.uk/heresy 

in a convent in Mexico one of the 
brightest women of her generation 
strives to reconcile her love for  
God with her desire for learning 
and acclaim. 

Her gift for writing plays and 
poetry is celebrated by the court, 
but her success creates alarm  
and jealousy within the church. 

The Rsc literary department is generously supported by THe dRUe HeinZ TRUsT

Director nancy Meckler
Designer katrina lindsay
Lighting ben ormerod
Music ilona sekacz
Sound John leonard
Movement liz Ranken

WHO Was  sOR JuaNa INés  DE La CRuz? 
sor (sister) Juana was born in 1651 and from a very young age showed an 
incredible appetite for learning. Able to read from the age of three, at the age 
 of six or seven she begged her mother to be allowed to dress in boys’ clothes  
so that she could study at the all-male Mexico University.

After being sent to live with her aunt and uncle aged eight, she became known 
as something of a child prodigy, having picked up latin after just 20 lessons.

she was presented at the court at the age of 16 and became a favourite of  
the Viceraine, who promoted the first publication of her work. despite several 
proposals of marriage, sor Juana decided to become a nun as the lifestyle 
offered her the chance to continue her life of learning and writing.

Her most famous works include the play House of Desires, 
performed by the Rsc as part of the 2004 spanish Golden Age season  
and Response of the Poetess to the Most Illustrious Sor Filotea, a virtuoso 
defence of a woman’s rights to an intellectual life.

a NEW PLaY BY   
HELEN EDMuNDsON

BasED ON a  
COMPELLING  
TRuE sTORY



Register your interest to receive updates on how to be part of this special, live,  
World Shakespeare Festival education event www.wsf2012.org.uk/i-cinna020712
Alternately, pass this article to any teachers you know and ask them to register.

Monday 2 July, 10.30am

i, cinnA  
(THe PoeT) 
We are offering schools a 
unique online opportunity  
to take part in the World 
Shakespeare Festival.  
On Monday 2 July, a filmed 
version of I, Cinna (The Poet) 
will be streamed exclusively to 
schools around the UK, 
followed by a live Q&A with the 
actor and writer. This special 
event invites students aged 11+ 
to participate in a real-time 
nationwide project through 
which they can interact with 
other students across the 
country and the I, Cinna 
creative team.

During the course of the 
performance, Cinna will invite 

Written for ages 11+, I, Cinna (The Poet) engages a 
young audience to think and write, to consider the 
relationship between words and actions, art and politics, 
self and society. 

This is the latest in a series of solo shows written and 
directed by Tim Crouch inspired by Shakespeare’s lesser 
characters, including I, Peaseblossom and I, Malvolio 
(RSC, 2011). 

Commissioned for the World Shakespeare Festival, 
Cinna (the poet) is a minor character in Shakespeare’s 
Julius Caesar. He is mistaken for a conspirator in the 
plot to kill the Caesar and is torn apart by an angry mob.

There will be four performances in Stratford-upon-Avon 
(Swan Theatre 13 June – 6 July) and it will also tour 
schools in the Midlands and Newcastle upon Tyne.

There will be a full supporting workshop programme 
available for students around this production. 

www.worldshakespearefestival.org.uk/education

students to write poems with 
him: small poems on big 
themes. These poems can be 
reworked after the 
performance and sent to  
the RSC, where a web archive 
of responses to the play  
will be created.

There is a wraparound 
education programme 
supporting the webcast 
which will include detailed 
online resources and 
exercises for use in English 
or Citizenship lessons.  
These will explore I,Cinna 
(The Poet)  and its source 
text Julius Caesar. 

The webcast and supporting 
education resources offer 
your students a perfect first 
introduction to Shakespeare 
or can help students develop 
a deeper understanding of 
the play Julius Caesar. 

 
 

i, cinnA  
(THe PoeT)

sHaKEsPEaRE uNLOCKED 
BBC ONLINE

Register your interest today 
and we will send you 
information on how to be  
part of this special, live  
World Shakespeare Festival 
education event.

Technical 
Requirements
This content will be hosted  
by Ravensbourne and 
brought to you by Ja.net.

■■ It will be a straight forward, 
one-click process

■■ no complicated downloads 
or additional programmes 
needed

■■ the school will simply  
need a computer that has 
an internet connection and 
is linked to a projection 
device such as an 
electronic whiteboard, 
projector or digital  
media screen

eDUCation COMING FREE TO a sCHOOL NEaR YOu

A pla
y 

for
 

age
s 1

1+

BBC Learning in partnership with the RSC as part of the 
World Shakespeare Festival will launch Shakespeare 
Unlocked, a series of digital resources for teachers and 
secondary schools.

These will provide unique insights into Shakespeare’s 
world through RSC productions and workshops  

with the cast. Three of 
Shakespeare’s most 
widely studied and 
performed plays –  
Romeo and Juliet, 
Macbeth and 
A Midsummer’s Night 
Dream – are “unlocked” 

by exploring the three pivotal scenes that contain key 
moments for character and plot development. Through 
a series of short films, language, character 
development and dramatic devices will be explored – 
the core of the GCSE English Shakespeare curriculum.

The workshop films underline the fluidity of 
Shakespeare’s writing and show what makes these 
plays endlessly fascinating and how reinterpretation 
keeps them alive. Audiences will see how actors and 
directors apply their own interpretative choices and 
develop characters and scenes.

Further details from April bbc.co.uk/shakespeare

We know many of our Members and supporters are teachers, school governors or have teachers  
amongst their friends and family. We would therefore like you help to spread the word about a couple  
of exciting opportunities to help students get a better understanding of shakespeare’s work. 

P
H

o
To

s:
 n

ic
k

 s
P

R
AT

li
n

G

This project is made possible by cisco                            with support of Ravernsbourne and Janet



Teaching shakespeare 
provides teachers in any part 
of the world with the means 
to teach in active ways, 
transforming the connections 
students make with 
Shakespeare's plays and 
language. It will appeal in 
particular to English and 
Language Arts teachers, 
Drama and Theatre teachers 
working with 11 – 16 years 
olds, and teachers of 8 – 11 
year olds who specialise in 
literacy development.

benefits of Teaching 
shakespeare Professional 
development
The RSC and the University 
of Warwick have worked 
together over many years  
to produce high quality 
professional development for 
teachers. From the evidence 
of our work to date we know 
that Teaching shakespeare 
will enable teachers to:

■■ Teach Shakespeare more 
effectively so that students 
make significant progress 
and improve their 
attainment

■■ Enjoy their teaching  
more and build better 
relationships with students

■■ Be inspired to share their 
passion for Shakespeare 
with students

eDUCation

TEaCHING
■■ Broaden and deepen their 
subject knowledge

■■ Develop skills that can be 
applied across other areas 
of teaching

■■ Attain valuable 
qualifications that will 
support their career 
development

About Teaching 
shakespeare
Teaching shakespeare  
helps teachers engage their 
students with Shakespeare in 

Find out more at www.teachingshakespeare.ac.uk and sign up to receive regular updates. 
Alternatively, pass these details onto friends and family who are teachers and school governors.

the classroom as actors and 
directors do in the rehearsal 
room - on their feet, speaking 
the text aloud, unlocking its 
meaning and collaborating  
to make it their own. 
At the heart of Teaching 
shakespeare are online 
courses and exclusive AV 
and audio resources that 
give teachers unique access 
to a tried and tested 
rehearsal room approach  
to teaching Shakespeare. 

Teaching Shakespeare is a groundbreaking education partnership between the 
Royal shakespeare company and the University of Warwick. it offers teachers access 
to a unique programme of specially created online resources and courses that blend 
the Rsc's playful, creative and rigorous approaches to teaching and learning with 
the world-leading scholarship and research practices of the University of Warwick.

sHaKEsPEaRE
Short films show education 
specialists from the RSC, 
Professor Jonothan 
neelands (University of 
Warwick) and world 
renowned Shakespeare 
scholar James Shapiro work 
with students in UK and US 
classrooms, introducing 
them to one of 
Shakespeare’s most popular 
plays, Romeo and Juliet.  

Exclusive podcasts  
and interviews with 
internationally renowned 
artists and directors such  
as the RSC’s legendary  
Voice Director cicely berry, 
actor David Oyelowo (Henry 
V / Tragedies), directors 
Rupert Goold, Tim crouch, 
Roxana silbert and 
Michael boyd provide 
insights into their  
working practices. 

Teachers can choose  
two pathways:  

They can access the films 
and accompanying 
materials, including the  
RSC Shakespeare Toolkit for 
Teachers, as a stand-alone 
set of resources to help 
them in the classroom. 

Or they can take a  
Post Graduate Award in the 
Teaching of Shakespeare 
combining academic study, 
practical classroom tasks, 

assessed teaching 
assignments and connection 
to a community of tutors  
and fellow students. Work 
will be formally assessed 
and this graduate-level 
programme can provide a 
route for teachers to achieve 
an MA in the Advanced 
Teaching of Shakespeare.  

Teaching shakespeare  
will also offer week long 
residential courses in 
Stratford-upon-Avon for 
teachers and practitioners 
from 2013. 

online courses start  
in september 2012. 
Applications open in May. 
Resources are available  
to buy from summer 2012. 
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established in 1846, cross is one of the oldest manufacturers of fine writing 
instruments in the world and now sell their hand crafted, elegant pens and 
personal accessories in 140 different countries. cross is the exclusive pen partner 
for the Rsc in support of new writing from november 2011 to April 2012. 

a NEW BRaND PaRTNERsHIP  
WITH CROss 

Find YoUR inneR PlAYWRiGHT

SUPPORTERS  
ENSEMBLE  
EVENTS
SHAKESPEARE’S CIRCLE,  
PATRONS CIRCLE AND  
ARTISTS CIRCLE

saturday 16 June 2012, daytime

TWELFTH NIGHT  
inSighT evenT
Roundhouse, london
Celebrate our Roundhouse Season with us and 
learn more about the What Country Friends Is This? 
trilogy with a pre-show lunch and insight session.

Friday 17 August 2012, daytime

ShOWCASe DAy 
swan Theatre, stratford-upon-Avon
A day of activities revealing some of the less visible 
elements of our work including a lunch with fellow 
supporters. Option to include tickets to the evening 
performance of Troilus and Cressida.

Thursday 13 september 2012, evening

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING
SuppOrTerS evening
The courtyard Theatre,  
stratford-upon-Avon
Join us for a pre-show champagne reception, 
performance, dinner and the opportunity to meet 
members of the Much Ado About Nothing 
company and artistic team.

saturday 6 october 2012, daytime

THE COMEDy OF ERRORS
inSighT evenT
Royal shakespeare Theatre,  
stratford-upon-Avon
Learn about the production and join RSC company 
members for a pre-show workshop and lunch.

saturday 8 december 2012, daytime

THE MOUSE AND HIS CHILD
fAmily evenT
Royal shakespeare Theatre,  
stratford-upon-Avon
Fun and frolics for all the family as we explore this 
magical new adaptation of a classic children’s 
story with a pre-show workshop and lunch.

EXCLUSIVE  
ARTISTS CIRCLE 
EVENTS

Friday 20 April 2012, evening

rSC AnnuAl Dinner
stratford-upon-Avon
Please join us on the eve of Shakespeare’s Birthday 
for our inaugural Artists’ Circle Annual Dinner with 
RSC Artistic Director Michael Boyd and members of 
the company.

EXCLUSIVE  
PATRONS CIRCLE 
EVENTS

saturday 10 november 2012, daytime

THE MERRy WIVES OF WINDSOR
pATrOnS evenT
Royal shakespeare Theatre,  
stratford-upon-Avon
Post-show insight and afternoon tea following a 
performance of this much loved comedy.

The RSC is pleased to be working 
with Cross to host a new writing 
competition. Writer of The Heresy of 
Love (Swan Theatre from 2 February 
to 9 March) Helen Edmundson has 
written the opening line of a play 
scene which you should complete in 
no more than 600 words to enter the 
competition:

Is she here yet?  
Has she made it?...

Entries should be typed and doubled 
spaced and submitted by email or 
post by 14 February 2012 to:  
nshepherd@cross.com or 
nicola shepherd, cross,  
Unit 14 Windmill Trading estate, 
Thistle Road, luton, bedfordshire, 
lU1 3XJ. 

For more details and terms and 
conditions visit  
cross-pens.eu/shakespeare

The winner will receive an 
experience day with the RSC, 
the RSC’s complete Works of 
William shakespeare, a limited 
edition Rsc 50th Anniversary 
paper weight, cross 
merchandise and tickets to 
The Heresy of Love at the Swan 
Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon on 
Thursday 8 March 2012.

There will be five runners up who 
will each receive tickets to 
The Heresy of Love on the above 
date, an Rsc notebook and a 
cross Pen.

THOMas HaRDY: 
POEMs saID  
aND suNG
sUndAY 19 FebRUARY, 7PM
sWAn THeATRe,  
sTRATFoRd-UPon-AVon

Join actors bruce Alexander, stephen boxer, 
Marty cruickshank and oliver Ford davies for 
an evening celebrating the works of Thomas 
Hardy. Featuring poems set to music composed 
by Stephen Boxer and including the choir  
from Written on the Heart accompanied by 
eleven musicians. The evening will raise money 
for the Shakespeare Hospice.

Tickets  
£10, £15, £20
To book tickets please call your  
Ticket Hotline.

Please make a note of these dates in your diary. 
invitations for these events will be mailed to you  
at least six weeks before. As a registered charity, 
events are charged in order to cover costs.

With several new plays  
in our winter season,  
Matilda The Musical in 
the West end,  
Written on the Heart,  
The Heresy of Love and 
our recent production  
of The Heart of Robin Hood 
in stratford-upon-Avon,  
it is a fantastic time to 
celebrate the Rsc’s work  
in commissioning and 
producing new plays  
alongside shakespeare  
and the classics. 


