
members’ news
september 2012

In July, Michael Boyd  
announced his final Season as  

RSC Artistic Director, inviting some 
of the UK's most talented directors, 

writers and artists to present 
Shakespeare, a Jacobean classic 
never performed at the RSC and 

world premieres of two new plays 
through the summer of 2013. 

The Summer 2013 Season  
builds on the legacy of the  

World Shakespeare Festival  
and last year’s 50th anniversary 

celebrations.
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full
member

RSC Full MeMbeRS’ TiCkeT HoTline 0844 800 1115 book online oR viSiT exCluSive MeMbeRS’ pageS aT www.rsc.org.uk/membership

Full MeMbers’  
web booking opens  
Monday 17 septeMber 2012 

Full MeMbers’  
telephone booking opens 
wednesday 19 septeMber 2012 

associate MeMbers’  
web booking opens 
Monday 1 october 2012 

associate MeMbers’  
telephone booking opens 
wednesday 3 october 2012 

public booking  
opens 
Monday 22 october 2012

M e M b e r s ’  P r i o r i t y  b o o k i n g 

Stratford-upon-avon

inSide your  
MeMberS' newS

 CASTIng UpDATeS   
 TeAChIng ShAKeSpeARe
 phoTogRAphS oF 

 Much Ado About NothiNg
 MAtildA the MusicAl 

 on BRoADWAy 

Michael  boyd  and  
vikki  heywood  
refect  on   
their  tiMe 
at the  rSc 
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gRegoRy DoRAn, the RSC's 
Artistic Director Designate, 
announced in July that he has 
appointed erica Whyman as his 
Deputy Artistic Director.

erica will join the Company in 
January 2013, after seven years 
as Chief executive and  
Artistic Director of  
northern Stage in newcastle 
upon Tyne. She will lead the 

revitalisation of the RSC's experimental studio space,  
The other place, as a home for new work, as well as 
directing her own productions and playing an active role  
in forging new artistic collaborations.  

gRegoRy DoRAn said:

 'I am so pleased that erica Whyman has agreed to join 
the RSC in a newly created role as my Deputy Artistic 
Director, following her highly successful tenure at 
northern Stage. At northern Stage, as Chief executive 
and Artistic Director, she demonstrated her creative and 
strategic leadership skills, cementing her reputation both 
as a director and a producer. She has a great track record 
and knows the RSC from her long association with us in 
newcastle.’

eRICA WhyMAn said:

'I am delighted to be joining the 
RSC at such an exciting time as it 
builds on its significant recent 
success. I am a great admirer of 
gregory's work as a director,  
his plans for the company are 
thrilling and Catherine Mallyon 
is a tremendous appointment as 
executive Director. I have had 
seven exceedingly happy and 

rewarding years at northern Stage and the company and 
the north east will always be part of my life, but it is an 
honour to be invited to join a remarkable new team at a 
moment of change and opportunity for the RSC. 

'I have a life-long love of Shakespeare, his humanity, his 
theatrical ambition and his powerful sense of mischief. 
I look forward very much to being able to interpret his 
work for the next generation both of audiences and of 
theatre makers.’

erica whyMan 
to join rSc aS  
deputy artiStic 
director

corporate  
MeMberShip
how the RSC can play a part in your business
In October we are launching Company to Company, a flexible 
Corporate Membership scheme tailored to your business objectives, 
whether client entertaining, employee engagement or giving back to 
the community. 
To register your interest and receive an invitation to a Corporate Open 
House event, where you can learn more about how your business can 
play a part in creating bold and ambitious theatre, please email  
nicola.clements@rsc.org.uk

rSc MuSic  
concert : 
Swan Song
SUnDAy 10 MARCh 2013

7pm, Swan Theatre 
Stratford-upon-Avon 
Tickets £10, £8 concessions

Join us to celebrate the music and 
songs from Michael Boyd’s 
productions as RSC Artistic Director.  
The concert continues the 
international theme of the  
Swan Winter Season with the 
premier of Anya, a new commission 
by composer Jonathan Girling and 
writer Paul Wignall, based on 
Russian folk tales including RSC 
actors, band and local youth choir 
Junior St James Singers  
@ the Croft.

To book please call your Ticket 
Hotline or visit www.rsc.org.uk p
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SUnDAy 16 SepTeMBeR 

8pm, Royal Shakespeare Theatre 
Stratford-upon-Avon 
Tickets £12 -15

One of Britain’s best-known poets, 
Benjamin Zephaniah, brings his unique 
style of poetry to the RSC stage. 
Supported by Kate Tempest, a poet and 
rapper from South East London and 
compered by Bohdan Piasecki, the 
evening brings together the best in 
poetry and spoken word.

To book please call your Ticket Hotline 
or visit www.rsc.org.uk/zephaniah

benjaMin 
Zephaniah

full detailS can be found in 
the encloSed SeaSon guide

live at the RSC
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10 yearS 
at the rSc 
with Michael Boyd  
and Vikki heywood

An exclusive opportunity to hear 
Michael and Vikki share 
memories and highlights of their 
time at the RSC. Questions will  
be welcome from the audience. 
To book call your Ticket Hotline.

LAST ChAnCe To BooK
Sunday 9 September, 
The Courtyard Theatre, 
Stratford-upon-Avon 
4 – 5pm, £10

the end of   an era
Michael Boyd was appointed as RSC Artistic Director in July 2002. he challenged the company to 
work as an ensemble, fulfil its duty to experiment, engage with best practice both nationally and 
internationally, and to address the contemporary world and the whole of society, from the best 
theatre for Shakespeare in the world, and in our children’s classrooms. 

Vikki heywood was appointed as executive Director of the Royal Shakespeare Company in 2003. 
her aim was to make it a terrific place to work, widening the reach of the productions,  
increasing our influence in arts and education policy, transforming the estate and securing  
a strong financial base.  

Ensemble working

On the last night of The Histories 
at the Roundhouse, I had that rare 
feeling that we had delivered on our 
promises. We had shown that 
ensemble practise could achieve  
the very highest standards in world 
theatre, that the whole could indeed 
be even better than the sum of  
its parts, while celebrating the unique 
brilliance of each of our leading 
actors. We had revealed 
Shakespeare's History cycle as a 
masterwork and reasserted the 
RSC's place in London Theatre.

Staff, all the creative teams and 
companies of actors

The RSC staff are, put quite simply, 
the best people in the world to work 
with. I most certainly could not have 
done what I have without them and I 
most certainly would not have stayed 
any longer than six months (which 
was the original plan) if they had not 
made it impossible to leave.  The RSC 
is full of the toughest people I know.  
They are tough on themselves,  
as they set themselves very high 
standards of achievement and they 
are rightly tough on the Company 
always wanting it to do its best  
work not just on the stage but  
in every area. 

The breadth of the job

Being Executive Director of the RSC 
means that you spend every day 
doing something that challenges you 
and stretches you. I loved that about 
the job. The weirdest being choosing 
the new duvets and pillows for the 
Arden Hotel. The best fun being all 
the times that something nearly went 
badly wrong, and didn't. The worst 
being cancelling a show because  
of a flood, or a power cut or another 
disaster and having to tell people at 
the door that we could not make it 
happen. The most scary being hosting 
Her Majesty The Queen and  
Prince Philip for lunch in our new 
building. The most boring? I can't 
think of one!

The breadth of the work

People think it's just about producing 
Shakespeare but the RSC is so much 
more than that. Whether a live 
performance of a one man show 
broadcast to the nation's schools,  
a new play season, a children's 
performance for five year olds in the 
Swan Gallery or an exhibition made 
up of grains of rice which thousands 
of people enjoyed, I think we have 
just about covered the territory of 
things inspired by Shakespeare in the 
past ten years.  

Stratford-upon-Avon 

Walking to work along the river is 
such a pleasure and it feeds the 
soul. Just those few moments of utter 
peace and quiet. And the walks home 
with the moon over the church 
spire. It will be very hard to leave it 
and stop being part of the local scene.  
But I will also love to come back.   
So many things happen in your life  
in your 40s and 50s and so I have  
the opportunity to return with my 
family who have grown and meet  
up with the "ghosts" of the folks I 
have lost whilst being here. It is  
a hard thing to leave, but with my 
ambitions accomplished it is the right 
time to go.

Vikki was awarded a CBE in the 
Queen's Birthday Honours in 2012 for 
services to theatre.

Catherine Mallyon will succeed  
Vikki Heywood as RSC Executive 
Director on 14 September 2012.

Reflecting British diversity  
on our stages

From David Oyelowo's award winning 
first black English King on the RSC 
stage, through Dharmesh Patel's 
young and impetuous Hamlet, to 
Meera Syal's humane and witty 
Beatrice and the triumphant trio  
of Cyril Nri, Paterson Joseph and  
Ray Fearon, in Gregory Doran's 
landmark Julius Caesar I am glad 
that our work over the last decade 
has reflected the diversity  
of Britishness at its very best.

Taking an international perspective 

King Juan Carlos awarded Spain's 
highest cultural honour to the RSC  
for the hugely successful Spanish 
golden Age season curated by 
Associate Director Laurence Boswell 
in 2004. We have enjoyed an 
internationalist perspective at the  
RSC ever since, celebrating the  
best of world theatre as part of  
our Complete Works and World 
Shakespeare Festivals, collaborating  
this year with top artists from  
around the globe while looking  
to the World elsewhere in the 
16th century this autumn.

Developing theatrical careers

The RSC has long been the most 
important centre in the country for 
developing theatrical careers.

A glance at the biographies of leading 
actors, directors, and executive 
directors in the UK confirms this.  
If you get this right you have to  
be prepared to lose your talented 
colleagues to opportunities 
elsewhere. Dominic Cooke's pitch 
perfect The Crucible (2006) was the 
beginning of the end of his time as 
my Associate Director. Both he and 
our brilliant Commercial Director 
Kate Horton were poached by the 
Royal Court to lead them through six 
of their most successful years.  
Elsewhere, there is hardly a theatre 
in the country whose leadership is 
untouched by the transformative 
experience of working at the RSC.

Teachers and young people

Our work with teachers and young 
people could well have the greatest 
cultural impact of anything we have 
done over the last ten years. Forming 
long term relationships with clusters 
of schools throughout the country has 
produced astonishing results and 
changed the way Shakespeare is 
taught in England. Director of 
Education Jacqui O'Hanlon and her 
team have won their way into the heart 
of creative planning at the RSC and 
helped us to remain curious, engaged 
and contemporary, in theatre making.

Commissioning new work 

The RSC is the most famous theatre 
company, named after a playwright, 
in the world.

David Greig (Dunsinane, American 
Pilot) and Dennis Kelly (Matilda 
The Musical, The Gods Weep) have 
each given the RSC some of their very 
best work recently. Helen Edmunson's 
Heresy of Love, Roy William's Days of 
Significance, debbie tucker green's 
trade, David Edgar's Written on the 
Heart, Natalia Vorozhbit's Grain Store, 
Tim Crouch's I Cinna (The Poet) and 
Dominic Cooke's season Postcards 
From America are just some of my 
other favourite RSC commissioned 
plays of the last few years.

I have also enjoyed "new work" on 
our stages from other theatre artists. 
Our work on Shakespeare from 
Associate Director Rupert Goold,  
for instance, has been consistently 
innovative and startlingly fresh, 
successfully reprinting our house 
playwright for our own times. 

An engaging theatre company

Our new theatre has not only 
delivered on its promise to be the best 
theatre for Shakespeare in the world, 
but it is now more welcoming than 
ever before. I'm particularly proud of 
our successful marriage of deep 
knowledge and warm, helpful service 
to the public in our shops, restaurant, 
and front of house. At stage door too, 
at production meetings and get-ins 
everybody feels welcomed to our 
theatre, by an informed and expert 
team who feel they own the place and 
are keen to share it.

Michael received a Knighthood  
in the Queen's Birthday Honours  
in 2012 for services to theatre.

Gregory Doran will succeed  
Michael Boyd as RSC Artistic Director 
on 14 September 2012.
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Michael Boyd and  
Vikki heywood pick 
highlights of their 
time at the RSC.
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the  
orphan  
of Zhao  

neW ADApTATIon  
By JAMeS FenTon

boriS  
godunov 
neW ADApTATIon By  
ADRIAn MITCheLL  
BASeD on The pLAy By 
ALeXAnDeR pUShKIn

king
lear 

eDITeD AnD DIReCTeD 
By TIM CRoUCh

a world 
elSewhere
in conteXt

30 oCToBeR 2012 - 28 MARCh 2013

Published in 1616, the year Shakespeare died and 
often compared to Hamlet, this play is a classic 
tale of revenge which is said to be the first Chinese 
play to cross into Europe.

This is Gregory Doran’s first production as RSC 
Artistic Director, following Julius Caesar in the 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre and on tour,  
Written on the Heart and Shakespeare’s lost play 
re-imagined, Cardenio in the Swan Theatre.

Gregory Doran talks about The Orphan of Zhao 
and A World elsewhere season on our website
please visit www.rsc.org.uk/orphan 

15 noVeMBeR 2012 - 30 MARCh 2013

Boris Godunov was the Russian ruler who reigned 
as Tsar from 1598 to 1605. 

Pushkin’s play was written in 1825, published in 
1831, but not approved for performance by the 
censor until 1866. An English translation of the 
original, uncensored play did not receive a 
première until April 2007.

The adaptation was Adrian Mitchell’s last work for 
the RSC prior to his death in 2008. This will be the 
final play Michael Boyd directs, which he 
programmed as Artistic Director.

25 oCToBeR 2012 - 12 JAnUARy 2013 

Anita Dobson makes her RSC debut in the role of 
Mistress Quickly, following her recent role as Joan 
Crawford in the UK tour of Bette and Joan. She has 
also played Gertrude in English Touring Theatre’s 
Hamlet and was Olivier Award nominated for her 
role in Frozen at the National Theatre.
Alexandra gilbreath and Sylvestra Le Touzel 
return to the Company to play The Merry Wives.

17 noVeMBeR 2012 - 12 JAnUARy 2013 

Daniel Ryan  
(A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
1999) and Bettrys Jones  
(Comedies Season 2005)  
return to the Company  
to play the Mouse and  
the Child.

30 noVeMBeR - 1 DeCeMBeR 2012

A royal family gather for Christmas. The father 
broadcasts his seasonal message: he’s giving up 
work and dividing his kingdom. With this 
misjudged act the natural order is upturned and 
the scene is set for a story of family break-up, 
homelessness and heartbreak. 

In this new edited version, King Lear is brought 
vibrantly to life for schools, families and younger 
audiences. Stripped down to 75 minutes,  
the production is a thrilling and accessible 
introduction to one of the greatest plays ever written.

Limited performances in Stratford-upon-Avon and 
touring to Southampton, Newcastle, Cornwall, Hull 
and York.

a life of  
galileo 

TO BOOK PLEASE CALL YOUR TICKET HOTLINE OR VISIT WWW.RSC.ORG.UKTO BOOK PLEASE CALL YOUR TICKET HOTLINE OR VISIT WWW.RSC.ORG.UK

the 
Merry  
wiveS
of windSor
WILLIAM ShAKeSpeARe

Swan theatre
A WoRLD eLSeWheRe is a season that 
celebrates the wide variety of culture 
throughout the world during  
Shakespeare’s lifetime (1564 – 1616).  
• elizabeth I was Queen (succeeded by  
 James I following her death) 
• plague swept england  
• Jamestown, America's first permanent 
 english colony, was founded which led to 
 the introduction of tobacco 
• galileo’s observational work changed the 
 course of astronomy 
• The population of China reached 60 million 
• A plot by extremist Catholics to blow up 
 Britain's parliament fails 
• The Bible was translated into english

caSting update
for the royal  
ShakeSpeare theatre

young  
people'S  
ShakeSpeare
at  the  
courtyard 
theatre

the  
MouSe  
and hiS 
child 
neW ADApTATIon By  
TAMSIn ogLeSBy 
BASeD on The BooK  
By RUSSeLL hoBAn

By BeRToLT BReChT  
TRAnSLATeD By  
MARK RAVenhILL

The RSC Ensemble is generously supported by 
THE GATSBY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION  
and THE KOVNER FOUNDATION

The RSC Literacy Department is generously 
supported by THE DRUE HEINZ TRUST

The RSC British Writer in Residence is generously 
supported by the COLUMBIA FOUNDATION FUND 
of the CAPITAL COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

31 JAnUARy - 30 MARCh 2013

Galileo Galilei was born in Italy in February 1564,  
a few months before William Shakespeare.   
An Italian physicist, mathematician, astronomer 
and philosopher, he played a major role in the  
Scientific Revolution and has been called the father 
of modern observational astronomy.

Galileo’s championing of heliocentrism (the earth 
and planets circling a stationary sun) was 
controversial within his lifetime and led to him 
being suspected of heresy and spending the rest of 
his life under house arrest.

Roxana Silbert, RSC Associate Director and  
Artistic Director of Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
returns to direct, following her recent critically 
acclaimed productions of A Soldier In Every Son, 
Richard III and Measure for Measure in the 
Swan Theatre.

For a full cast list please visit www.rsc.org.uk/wives For a full cast list please visit www.rsc.org.uk/mouse
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Sagar Arya  

Raj Bajaj  

Paul Bhattacharjee  

Rudi Dharmalingam  

Neil D’Souza  

Kulvinder Ghir  

Shiv Grewal  

Ernest Ignatius  

Muzz Khan  

Aysha Kala  

Amara Karan  

Darren Kuppan  

Robert Mountford  

Simon Nagra 

Chetna Pandya  

Bharti Patel  

Gary Pillai  

Madhav Sharma  

Peter Singh  

Meera Syal  

Anjana Vasan  

Director 
Iqbal Khan

Set Designer  
Tom Piper 

Costume Designer 
Himani Dehlvi

Lighting 
Ciaran Bagnall

Music  
Niraj Chag 

Sound  
Andrew Franks

Movement and 
Choreography 
Struan Leslie

Fights   
Kev McCurdy

Until 15 September 
The Courtyard Theatre
To book please call your Ticket Hotline  
or visit www.rsc.org.uk/muchado

24 September – 27 october 
noël Coward Theatre
To book please call 0844 482 5141 
or visit www.delfontmackintosh.co.uk 
(booking fees apply)

London Season supported by BPMore photographs, interviews and trailer available online: www.rsc.org.uk/muchado

Much ado about 
nothing

Company

Stratford-upon-Avon

London

Daily Mail Times
Daily express

‘Tom piper’s ravishing set takes an exotic hold 
on your imagination from the moment you set 

foot inside the theatre’
DAILy TeLegRAph

‘Khan’s production delivers the goods 
with style, substance and wit’

DAILy eXpReSS

‘extremely funny  
and very romantic’
BBC RADIo 4 FRonT RoW

‘A perfect setting. Meera Syal is a wonderful Beatrice, 
paul Bhattacharjee is her irresistible Benedick.’ 
TIMeS

‘Brightness, energy, precise direction  
and witty performances’ 
oBSeRVeR
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Celebrate  
your 

Christmas 

party 
in style

Celebrate Christmas in style 
at the rooftop restaurant and bar. 
Join us in the cocktail lounge  
before enjoying a festive three 
course meal overlooking  
stratford-upon-avon.

exClusive rooms for your Group
the round room is a private dining area 
for up to 24 people. alternatively, make 
your event extra special with pre-dinner 
drinks in the theatre tower for up to 20 
people.  for further details and prices 
please call 01789 403449.

for more information visit 
www.rsc-rooftop-restaurant.co.uk
call 01789 403449
or email rooftop@rsc.org.uk

friendS, roManS, 
countryMen 
lend Me  
your  
theatre!

date 
for 
your 
diary

Stratford-upon-Avon Food Festival
22 and 23 September 2012
Once again our Rooftop Restaurant team will be 
demonstrating their skills in the kitchen and behind the 
bar with sessions at 3.10pm Saturday and 1.30pm on 
Sunday. Visit our stand in Weston Square (by the base of 
the Theatre Tower). Free.

ChRISTMAS MenU 
STARTeRS
seared salmon with pickled fennel and smoked roe frittersrabbit, Cep and Cabbage with Carrot and pear ChutneyCauliflower and White onion soup with sorrel
MAIn
roast pheasant with fondant potato, sprout and Chestnut hash, Game faggot and Cranberries
roast venison with potato rosti, Kale,Jerusalem artichoke, Dark Chocolate and blackberry saucefillet of brill with salsify and Creamed leekspumpkin, fennel and mascarpone risotto
DeSSeRTS
Christmas pudding and brandy saucefig and almond tart with vanilla and honeyDark Chocolate and Grand marnier mousse with pistachiosselection of british Cheeses
three courses £29.95
pRe-DInneR DRInKS
mulled wine £4 per glass
ridgeview Grosvenor blanc de blancs ‘08 £7.50 per glass‘r’ de ruinart nv £10 per glass

Please advise us when booking your table if you wish to dine from this menu. Menu is not available at weekends. Food must be pre-ordered for groups of 8 or more.

Available Monday 26 November to Friday 21 December 2012. Please contact the Rooftop Restaurant for service times.

ThE RSC’S hoME iS now AvAilABlE FoR hiRE 

Find out more about hiring our spaces at www.rsc.org.uk/hires 
or contact lucy Robertson at hires@rsc.org.uk
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OUR SPACES ARE AVAILABLE  
to hire for conferences and business 
meetings, awards ceremonies and 
private parties. To date we have 
played host to the likes of BMW and 
Jaguar Land Rover and have held a 
prize giving day for a local school. 
Later in the year we have a group of 
accountants joining us for a training 
day with a difference - a specially 
tailored stage fighting workshop! 

Of course if you are thinking of 
hiring our spaces you can relax 
afterwards at a performance,  
enjoy a delicious meal at the 
Rooftop Restaurant or browse 
around the free exhibition spaces. 
Our home is the perfect place to 
mix business with pleasure and 
whatever your occasion we have 
what it takes to give it that touch of 
theatrical magic.

Fully licensed for marriage 
ceremonies and civil partnerships, 
couples can now take centre  

stage on their special day in the 
dramatic surroundings of our 
transformed theatre here in 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Star-crossed lovers can tie the knot 
while treading the boards on stage  
or take their vows 100 feet high 
and enjoy the views from the top  
of the iconic theatre tower. But for 
those looking for something more 
down to earth, we have eight other 
licensed spaces, ranging from 
rehearsal studios to reading rooms 
of all shapes and sizes, located 
throughout our building. 

The wedding service goes beyond 
simply providing a venue,  
our creative teams behind the 
scenes are on hand to help out. 
Our highly skilled voice and 
movement artists can offer their 
expertise to couples preparing for 
their special ‘performance’ on the 
big day.

eXperience a 
unique night  
of rSc  
perforManceS 

MonDAy 15 oCToBeR 

6.30pm

rsC members AND 
suppOrters are invited to an 
exclusive evening of interactive 
performances within the  
british museum’s exhibition 
Shakespeare: staging the world,  
supported by bp. four 
contemporary theatre-makers 
have created new work in 
response to objects in the 
exhibition, which they will 
perform on this special evening.  
explore london as it was 
around 400 years ago, brought 
to life through shakespeare’s 
plays and amazing objects 
drawn from the museum’s 
collection and across europe. 
maps, prints, drawings and 
paintings, arms and armour, 
coins, medals and other 
intriguing objects are examined 
through the lens of twenty first 
century performance.

tickets £59 (includes annual 
membership to the british 
museum by direct debit).  
to purchase tickets please visit 
www.edirectdebit.com/
britishmuseum/form.aspx

If you are already a  
british museum member you 
can attend the event for £15, 
please contact the british 
museum membership office 
directly on 020 7323 8195 
and quote your membership 
number.

strictly limited availability.  
book today to avoid 
disappointment.

this is a fundraising event to 
support the work of the  
british museum.

 a 
tender 
thing  BEN  

POWER

27 SepTeMBeR - 20 oCToBeR 2012 

SWAn TheATRe 
Stratford-upon-Avon 

www.rsc.org.uk/tenderthing

CASTing UpDATE
USING SHAKESPEARE’S  
text as a starting point,  
Ben Power has created an 
achingly beautiful version of 
Romeo and Juliet that tells the 
story of two older lovers.

Joining Kathryn hunter in this 
two-hander is RSC Associate 
Artist Richard McCabe. Richard 
returns to the RSC following his 
2009 performance as  
Sir Toby Belch in Twelfth Night. 
His other work for the Company 
includes the title role in  
King John (2006) and Iago in 
Michael Attenborough’s 1999 
production of Othello. 
His more recent credits include 
Bingo with Patrick Stewart for 
the Young Vic and the role of  
Jim Hacker in Yes, Prime 
Minister in the West End.

MATILDA THE MUSICAL 
To plAy BRoADwAy 
Shubert Theatre (225 west 44th Street), new york

Matilda The Musical premiered in Stratford-upon-Avon in 2010, 
transferred to the West End in 2011 and won a record-breaking 
seven Olivier Awards in 2012, including Best Musical.

‘The quest for a great new  
 musical is over’ 
 EVENING STANDARD

Casting to be announced.  

Broadway Previews begin March 2013

Tickets available from autumn 2012

www.matildathemusical.com
The RSC Literary Department is generously supported by THE DRUE HEINZ TRUST
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We are approaching the ‘go live’  
date for Teaching Shakespeare –  
an online professional development 
programme for teachers, developed 
using RSC rehearsal room 
techniques and underpinned by 
evidence -based research at the 
University of Warwick.

A CONSULTATION GROUP of Primary and 
Secondary teachers from both the UK and 
USA have been helping to create the 
content and develop the resources.  
The test version is now live and this group 
of teachers have been viewing the films, 
checking the resources, answering the 
questions and commenting on every 
element of the platform. Their feedback 

has been very encouraging about how teachers will be able to 
make the most of the resources as a genuine professional 
development tool.

'I enjoyed previewing Teaching Shakespeare.  It is really quite 
amazing. I think this site will meet the professional 
development needs of teachers. Those that participate will be 
given a rare opportunity to transform their teaching.'

'It is new, innovative but also instantly usable. The resources 
mean that you could watch a chapter, print off  
the resources and trial your new learning the next day.  
It is not bogged down in principle and theory – it is a workable 
way of creating a great new learning experience.' 

'Before viewing this site, I was sceptical that you could take 
[the RSC] workshop approach that I have experienced and 
adapt it to a website...your videos and explanations help 
teachers see what this approach to teaching is like. I was very 
engaged and wanted to see more and more. I think teachers 
will really enjoy using this site.'

Jonothan Neelands, Professor of Creative Education at the 
University of Warwick explains how a more active approach  
to teaching Shakespeare gets results:  
'In just one year, the number of pupils who said Shakespeare 
is difficult to understand dropped from 39% to 18%.  

At the beginning of the study 57% agreed 
that Shakespeare is fun –  this figure shot 
up to 83% at the end.'

Celia, a Secondary school teacher in 
Cumbria added:  
'The effect…has been huge. Even the 
more reluctant members of staff have 
completely changed their methods and 
attitudes towards teaching Shakespeare.'

The Teaching Shakespeare programme  
goes live in September with a range of 
ground-breaking online resources and 
intensive courses. Teachers can study 
towards postgraduate qualifications 
accredited by the University of Warwick and 
build up modular credits towards an MA in 
The Advanced Teaching of Shakespeare.
For full information visit 
www.teachingshakespeare.ac.uk

tell a teacher
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We know many of our Members 
and Supporters are teachers, 
school governors or have 
teachers amongst their friends 
and family. We would therefore 
like your help to spread the word 
to the Teaching community.

Visit our website to see a series 
of one minute films that show 
you what goes on behind the 
scenes to make our work on 
stage happen. A new film is 
added each week, putting the 
spotlight on the myriad of skills 
that are needed before our actors 
can set foot on stage.

Current films  
include
how to get a head in props  
Casting and building a severed 
head prop

Fight Captain 
find out how the fights scenes 
are made safe for all involved

Dish of the Day  
rsC Head Chef Nick funnell in 
the rooftop restaurant kitchen

Changeover 
see the royal shakespeare 
theatre transform from the set 
of The Comedy of Errors to 
Twelfth Night

Front of house 
How the team help our 
audiences

grinding 
some of the heavy-duty 
material that go into our ladies 
costumes

Armoury 
turning cow hide into breast 
plates

Blood, Scabs  
(and Make up) 

painting the Backdrop 

Millinery 
making a hat

viSit rSc in  60  SecondS

   VIDeo  WITh MIChAeL BoyD 
 TALKIng ABoUT The SUMMeR 2013  
 STRATFoRD-Upon-AVon SeASon

   UpDATeS AnD neWS

   60 SeConD FILMS

   SpeCIAL oFFeRS

Visit your Members’ Room on  
the RSC website www.rSc.org.uk

Members’ Email Updates 
Keep up to date with breaking RSC 
news and get the latest Members’ 
offers straight to your inbox – sign 
up for RSC emails today.

Visit www.rsc.org.uk/myrsc to 
update your email contact 
preferences or update your email 
address. As a Member we don’t 
want you to miss out, so email is a 
great way to keep up to date with 
the RSC between your newsletters.  
Don’t miss out!

www.rsc.org.uk/explore/60-seconds


