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MEMBERS’NEWS 
MAY 2014 FULL MEMBER

On 23 April 2014, following the performance of Henry IV Part I, we began the arc of work celebrating Shakespeare’s 
genius from this 450th birthday year to the 400th anniversary of his death in 2016. We hope some of our Members and 
Supporters were able to join us for the stunning firework display and look forward to the festivities to come.

HAPPY  
 450TH  
BIRTHDAY  
WILLIAM  
SHAKESPEARE
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 92%  
OF MEMBERS RATE  
THE SCHEME POSITIVELY
“Being a Member means  
I receive lots of 
information about what 
is going on at the RSC. 
The priority booking 
opportunity is very 
useful and the 
discounts and 
concessions much 

appreciated. I was  
a Member years ago in 
my youth and welcome 
the opportunity to  
have membership again,  
as it makes me feel  
a small part of my 
favourite theatre 
company.” 

Your opinions...
May we extend our thanks to everyone who completed a survey 
to give us your feedback about RSC Membership. We wanted to 
share the results with you and let you know how the research 
is shaping some of our future plans

 79% 
AGREE THAT MEMBERSHIP  
IS GOOD VALUE FOR MONEY
“The benefits I have 
experienced over the 
years far outweigh the 
membership fee. I would 
recommend anyone who 
wants to see RSC 
productions on a 
regular basis to join.”

 

 87% 
AGREE THAT THE BENEFITS 
OFFERED ARE USEFUL – 
ESPECIALLY PRIORITY 
BOOKING AND RECEIVING 
ADVANCE INFORMATION
There are some Members’ 
benefits that are lesser 
known, or are not being 
used including the free 
ticket resale and 
exchange; discount at 

WENDY & PETER PAN RSC COSTUME STORE NEW EXHIBITIONS CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS WIN A TRIP TO NEW YORK

 RSC ASSOCIATE MEMBERS’ TICKET HOTLINE
 0844 800 1116   BOOK ONLINE OR VISIT EXCLUSIVE MEMBERS

’ PAGES AT www.rsc.org.uk/membership

MEMBERS’NEWS 
NOVEMBER 2013

ASSOCIATE MEMBER

RADICAL MISCHIEF
ENCLOSED YOU WILL ALSO FIND

  
OUR FIRST NEW WORK NEWSPAPER  
The place to find out all about new

 work at  

the RSC and our new experiments in 
theatre

ERICA  WHYMAN  
DEPUTY ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

 
This new survey looks at the exper

ience of being a Member, 

the benefits you receive and your v
iews on Members’ News. 

Enclosed is a short paper survey, 
but there is a more 

comprehensive version online at www
.rsc.org.uk/survey 

Completing it online is simple and
 allows us to ask you 

questions more specific to your own
 experience.

Your views are incredibly importan
t to us and all data 

will be treated confidentially.

We do hope you will be able to tak
e part to help shape 

your Membership and we will report
 on the survey findings  

in your next Members’ News.

Your membership  
– your opinion
In a new piece of research and for 

the first time in many years, we are 

contacting all our Members to find 

out more about you and how can we can 

improve your experience of supporting 

the RSC WE NEED
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'... IT IS MORE THAN 
WORTHWHILE TO PAY 

FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
EARLY BOOKING IS A 

REAL BENEFIT'



the RSC Shop; discount 
on food and drink; and 
reduced price Tower 
tickets. We will detail 
these benefits in future 
Members’ News to ensure 
you make the most of 
every visit to the RSC 
in Stratford-upon-Avon.

 89% 
AGREE THAT RSC 
MEMBERSHIP IS A GOOD  
WAY TO SUPPORT THE ARTS
As a Registered Charity 
(number 212481) we rely 
on a mix of income to 
fund our artistic 
programme and to help 
us reach the widest 
possible audience. 
Public investment from 
Arts Council England 
represents 26.5% of 
total funding with box 
office income (including 
your subscription 
fees), commercial 
trading activity, 

corporate sponsorship 
and charitable donations 
making up the remainder.

 

 97%  
READ SOME OR ALL OF 
MEMBERS’ NEWS AND HALF 
OF RESPONDENTS RATE THE 
NEWSLETTER AS EXCELLENT 
OR VERY GOOD
You enjoy articles 
concerning productions, 
events and exhibitions 
and particularly like 
interviews with cast 
and creatives, behind 
the scenes stories and 
photo features. We will 
endeavour to keep 
supplying you with 
these features –  
see page 8 for  
an interview with 
Director Christopher 
Luscombe and see page 5 
for a casting update 
for this Summer's Swan 
Theatre production of 
Arden of Faversham.Your opinions...

You would like more 
profile features on 
actors and Creative 
Team, more on the 
timeline of a 
production and articles 
or letters from other 
Members. See page 10 
for interviews with 
actors and page 9 for 
an article by an 
Associate Member.

 82% 
OF MEMBERS  
ENJOY VISITING  
HISTORICAL  
MONUMENTS  
OR PLACES AND 

 66% 
ENJOY WALKING
Please see back  
page for a new 
Members’ benefit –  
£10 off annual 
English Heritage 
membership.

 62% 
OF MEMBERS HAVE  
VISITED THE OTHER PLACE  
IN THE PAST AND 

 85% 
OF RESPONDENTS ARE 
INTERESTED IN ATTENDING 
PRODUCTIONS AT A STUDIO 
THEATRE IN THE FUTURE
This Summer we are 
producing a festival of 
new plays, in a purpose-
built temporary studio 
on the current Courtyard 
Theatre stage. 
The festival is led by 

our Deputy Artistic 
Director Erica Whyman 
and further details can 
be found in the enclosed 
Radical Mischief 
newspaper and Midsummer 
Mischief flyer.

Midsummer Mischief is a festival of radical 
new work to be held at The Other Place at  
The Courtyard Theatre

  

Enjoy eating out? Did you know that  
one of your Membership benefits is  
10% off for you and a guest in all RSC 
Bars, at the Riverside Cafe and at the 
Rooftop Restaurant. So if you are visiting 
Stratford-upon-Avon why not join us for 
lunch, afternoon tea or dinner? We serve  
a choice of roasts for Sunday lunch and 
can also cater for your business meeting, 
party or celebration – even making your 
birthday or anniversary cake!  Children 
are welcome in all our food outlets and  
we have colouring sheets to help keep  
them occupied in the Restaurant and  
Play Carts in the Riverside Cafe and  
Swan Reading Room. 
  
All food at the Royal Shakespeare Company 
is prepared, cooked and baked on site and 
as such we know exactly what goes into our 
food and are able to cater for those with 
dietary needs. 
  

GLUTEN FREE 
Recently accredited by Coeliac UK we are able 
to cater fully for those with gluten 
intolerance. When you see this logo on our 
menus this indicates that these foods contain 
gluten at a level of no more than 20 parts  
per million.

  
 83%  
ENJOY  
EATING OUT 



EMAIL SIGN UP

and receive information between your newsletter mailings

If you are not registered to receive emails from 
us, then you could be missing out. If you join the 
RSC email list as a Member or Supporter you will 
receive notifications about when you will receive 
your newsletter, regular updates about shows and 
casting between your printed newsletters, and 
selected ticket offers and discounts.
Email is the quickest, cheapest and most efficient 

way of reaching you. When we have last-minute news 
about the Company that we know you would find 
interesting, we like to email as many of our 
Members and Supporters as possible. We can only 
email you if you give us permission, so ensure that 
your data protection settings are up to date.
In March we announced the London transfer of  

Wolf Hall and Bring Up the Bodies. However,  
we only had confirmation that we had secured the 
Aldwych Theatre one week before the announcement 
and, as such, we had to re-think how we 
communicated with our Supporters and Members to 
ensure you continue to gain maximum benefit from 

your subscription. In order to secure a four-day 
Priority Booking period we negotiated with our 
co-producers to put tickets on sale on the same 
day as the announcement.
Within that week we were able to produce a 

piece of print, containing all the pertinent 
information, which was despatched first class  
in order to land on doorsteps on the day of the 
announcement and the day that Supporters and  
Full Members’ tickets went on sale.
We also sent those Members and Supporters who 

had opted in to receive email communications from 
the RSC an email with full details at 10.30am on 
the Thursday to ensure the message reached as 
many Members and Supporters as possible, as soon 
as possible.
For many of our Members and Supporters the 

email landed before the printed flyer – so we  
urge you to sign up to Enews to ensure we can 
share with you any announcements at particularly 
short notice.

�  To sign up to Enews updates 
please log in to  
www.rsc.org.uk/myrsc

�  select Contact Preferences from 
the left side of the page

�  on the drop down list for Email 
select either From the RSC 
only, or  
From the RSC and other 
organisations

� click on the red SUBMIT button
 

We do not sell RSC data to 
anyone. We will only share your 
information, with organisations 
that we think may be of interest, 
if you have specifically consented 
to do this.

Sign up to receive all the 
latest RSC news by email

If you currently 
use social media  
why not follow the 
RSC to hear our 
latest news, see 
production photos 
and interact with 
like-minded people:

TWITTER  
twitter.com/theRSC 

FACEBOOK  
facebook.com/theRSC
 

INSTAGRAM  
instagram.com/theRSC 

GOOGLE+ 
plus.google.com/ 
+royalshakespeare
company
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CREATIVE TEAM 
DIRECTOR 

POLLY FINDLAY
DESIGNER 

MERLE HENSEL 
LIGHTING  

LEE CURRAN 
 MUSIC & SOUND 

DAN JONES  
MOVEMENT 

IMOGEN KNIGHT  
FIGHTS 

BRET YOUNT

CAST

          THE 

TRUE STORY 

OF A VERY  
HOMEMADE 
     MURDER

visit  
www.rsc.org.uk/arden  
to view the trailer,  
buy tickets and to  
find out more

ARDEN
FAVERSHAMOF JOE BANNISTER IAN BONAR PETER BRAY ELSPETH BRODIE 

COLIN BROWN KEIR CHARLES GEOFFREY 
FRESHWATER 

LIZZIE HOPLEY

JOAN IYIOLA TONY JAYAWARDENA CHRISTOPHER 
MIDDLETON

KEN NWOSU 

TOM PADLEY IAN REDFORD JAY SIMPSON SHARON SMALL

ANONYMOUS

SWAN THEATRE 
UNTIL 2 OCTOBER

The RSC Ensemble is generously supported by THE GATSBY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION and THE KOVNER FOUNDATION

★ ★ ★ ★
DAILY TELEGRAPH   |  FINANCIAL TIMES

★ ★ ★ ★
‘COMICALLY SUBLIME...POLLY FINDLAY’S  

GUILTILY ENJOYABLE PRODUCTION’ 
DAILY TELEGRAPH



★★★★
Daily Telegraph | Evening Standard | Times | Financial Times 

Whatsonstage.com | Sunday Times | Guardian | Independent | Daily Mail

★★★★
ANTONY SHER’S 
MAGNIFICENT, 
MAGNETIC FALSTAFF
Guardian

‘

’

’

★★★★
A SUBLIME BLEND 
OF FATHOMLESS GLOOM 
AND MAD MERRIMENT...
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
Independent

‘

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  UNTIL 6 SEPTEMBER

NEWCASTLE THEATRE ROYAL   25 SEPTEMBER - 4 OCTOBER      UK TOUR   14 OCTOBER - 15 NOVEMBER      BARBICAN THEATRE  LONDON  29 NOVEMBER - 24 JANUARY 2015

BROADCAST LIVE TO CINEMAS WORLDWIDE  PART II  18 JUNE
(INTERNATIONAL DATES VARY)

★★★★

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

★★★★

The RSC Ensemble is generously supported by THE GATSBY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION and THE KOVNER FOUNDATION



★★★★
Daily Telegraph | Evening Standard | Times | Financial Times 

Whatsonstage.com | Sunday Times | Guardian | Independent | Daily Mail

 ★★★★
A COMIC DELIGHT

Times

‘ ’

 ★★★★
GREGORY DORAN GIVES

A STRONG STATEMENT OF 
 INTENT FOR HIS OWN REIGN 

 AT STRATFORD
Daily Mail

‘

’

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  UNTIL 6 SEPTEMBER

NEWCASTLE THEATRE ROYAL   25 SEPTEMBER - 4 OCTOBER      UK TOUR   14 OCTOBER - 15 NOVEMBER      BARBICAN THEATRE  LONDON  29 NOVEMBER - 24 JANUARY 2015

BROADCAST LIVE TO CINEMAS WORLDWIDE  PART II  18 JUNE
(INTERNATIONAL DATES VARY)

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

www.rsc.org.uk
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CHRISTOPHER LUSCOMBE IN CONVERSATION

Love’s Labour’s  
Lost and Won

This winter I am directing  
Love’s Labour’s Lost and  
Much Ado About Nothing – two of 
Shakespeare’s greatest comedies
When I was asked to do those shows,  

RSC Artistic Director Gregory Doran put it 
to me that it would be interesting to set 
them either side of the First World War and 
they do seem to suit that period very well. 

There is something idyllic, golden and wonderful about the 
world of Love’s Labour’s Lost. Almost in the manner that we 
imagine the perfect Edwardian summer before the war. The end 
of the play, when the Princess learns of her father’s death, 
seems to be in keeping with the ominous early days of the 
First World War and men going off to fight. 
And then we have the soldiers coming back from war in  

Much Ado About Nothing, which fits perfectly with 1918-1919 and 
the beginning of a new social order. Everything has changed. 
Both plays take place on an Estate, an English stately 

home based on Charlecote Park in Warwickshire. The fabric 

of the building will remain the same for both plays,  
but fashion and music will both change. It’s only a  
few years apart – but things will look very different. 
The plays are also being linked together in a really 

interesting way. Shakespeare did write a play called  
Love’s Labour’s Won. Is it a lost play? Is it one of  
his well known plays under a different title? We have  
decided to be very bold and call Much Ado About Nothing, 
“Love’s Labour’s Won”. But be reassured it is the play  
you know and love as Much Ado About Nothing.  
What you can guarantee about these two shows is they  

are very funny, very glamorous and really moving.  
I think they will take people on quite a journey,  
but above all people will have fun.

CHRISTOPHER LUSCOMBE 
Director 

For the complete interview please  
visit www.rsc.org.uk/lost

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

CHARLECOTE PARK 
Warwick, Warwickshire CV35 9ER
A superb Tudor house and landscaped deer 
park where young William Shakespeare was 
caught poaching deer. Delve into the 
life of the Lucy family as their story 
is told by their portraits and the 
objects they collected. The gardens 
include a woodland walk and the library 
is one of the National Trust’s most 
important with treasures including an early 
Shakespeare Folio.
01789 470277  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/charlecote

COUGHTON COURT  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/coughtoncourt

UPTON HOUSE AND GARDENS 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/uptonhouse

BADDESLEY CLINTON 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/baddesleyclinton

PACKWOOD HOUSE 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/packwood

CANONS ASHBY  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canonsashby

GREYFRIARS’ HOUSE AND GARDEN 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/greyfriars

CROOME 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/croome

We are working with the National Trust  
in the Midlands for the design of Love’s 
Labour’s Lost and Love’s Labour’s Won based 
on Charlecote Park in Warwickshire 
RSC Members and Supporters can bring a 

friend for free to eight National Trust 
properties, all less than an hour’s drive 
from Stratford-upon-Avon, until 13 July 2014. 
 Visit your Members or Supporters’ Room  
at www.rsc.org.uk, print off a voucher and 
present it at the visitor reception at the 
following properties along with a valid RSC 
Membership card.

Bring a friend for free

Terms and Conditions 
1. Offer valid until 13 July 2014 at named properties above. Please check 
opening times before you visit at www.nationaltrust.org.uk   2. One voucher 
per group. Voucher must be surrendered upon admission and is non-transferable 
against the cost of membership   3. Photocopies will not be accepted    

4. Offer not valid for coach parties   5. No cash alternative. Voucher cannot be 
used in conjunction with any other offer; not valid on bank holiday or bank holiday 
weekends; not valid at a National Trust event where a separate charge is made.

The National Trust, Registered Charity Number 205846



MEMBERS’ AND SUPPORTERS’ DIRECT DEBIT COMPETITION

COUGHTON COURT  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/coughtoncourt

UPTON HOUSE AND GARDENS 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/uptonhouse

BADDESLEY CLINTON 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/baddesleyclinton

PACKWOOD HOUSE 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/packwood

CANONS ASHBY  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canonsashby

GREYFRIARS’ HOUSE AND GARDEN 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/greyfriars

CROOME 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/croome

New York, March 2014 
Cold (0 and minus degrees). Brilliant blue skies.
What a wonderful surprise to be the lucky winner  

in the RSC Direct Debit draw. I had never been to  
New York, but now I look back with happy memories.
We packed in a lot on the visit, which we paid to 

extend beyond the parameters of the prize. We could 
not possibly do everything, so concentrated on a  
few iconic things. The W Hotel is centrally situated, 
the entrance just off Broadway.
A bus tour downtown took us to Battery Park to see 

the magnificent new World Trade Centre building and 
glimpse the Statue of Liberty. 
Saturday night we set off for the Shubert Theatre 

and walked into a throng of people such as I had 
never encountered. People were either on their way to 
the theatres or queuing for tickets. We fought our 
way through and eventually made contact with Elliot 
from RSC America at the theatre. He escorted us to 
excellent seats, handing us a goody bag with 2 
souvenir programmes and a CD of the show music. 
Matilda The Musical is fantastically well-produced 

and imaginatively choreographed, with brilliant acting,  
singing and dancing from the whole cast. The little 
girl who played the title role is a prodigy; powerful 
voice, fantastic memory, just the right balance 
between precocity, preciousness and vulnerability.  
The audience gave the show a standing ovation. 
The following day we went to the Rockefeller Center.  

From the top 3 floors we had incredible views in all 
directions, and could get an idea of New York’s 
Central Park.
Afterwards we wandered around the artworks in the 

Centre, though I am sure we did not see everything.
On Monday the crowds were milling about in green  

outfits getting ready for the St Patrick’ Day parade.  
We decided to avoid the crowds, and skirting Central 
Park, we stopped at the Metropolitan Museum of Art to 
see the 19th and early 20th century American artists such 
as James McNeill Whistler, John Sargent Singer, Winslow 
Homer, Thomas Eakins and Mary Cassat. Emerging a couple 
of hours later for the end of the Parade, as planned. 
The next day we walked around the Times Square area 

and came across Bryant Park next to the NY Library. 
It was great to see such an attractive open space  
in the middle of the splendid but overpowering 
Manhattan skyscrapers.
Back downtown, to the Lower East side Tenement 

Museum, which I can highly recommend. Apart from the 

In your November Newsletter we announced a prize draw to thank 
you for paying your subscription by Direct Debit. Our first 
winner, Vanetta Joffe, an Associate Member since 2011, enjoyed 
return flights to New York with American Airlines, a hotel stay 
at the W – Times Square and tickets to see Matilda The Musical 
on Broadway. She shares her experience with us

fascinating history of the successive waves of 
immigrants to NY, the buildings themselves are in 
such stark contrast to the giants of Manhattan and 
the canyons of Wall Street.
On our last day we had just enough energy left for 

MOMA – the Museum of Modern Art. I loved seeing 
works “in the flesh” which I had seen only in 
reproduction hitherto: Jasper Johns, Jackson Pollock.
So thank you RSC! I never dreamed I would win such 

a prize, especially as I had done nothing more than 
be a Direct Debit subscriber.

VANETTA JOFFE 
Associate Member

W New York, 
Times Square
Located in the heart of 
Manhattan, W New York – 
Times Square is the 
perfect getaway from  
the bustle of NYC’s busy 
streets. A step away  
from all the top Broadway 
shows, the hotel boasts 
luxurious suites that 
provide breath-taking 
views of Manhattan.  
The vibrant Living Room is 
always the place to see and 
be seen while sipping on 
signature cocktails and 
listening to our DJs. 

For further details visit 
www.wnewyorktimessquare.com

The Rockefeller Center

The view from Vanetta’s  
W New York, Time Square hotel room

WIN Signed merchandise  
from Richard II, Henry IV 
Parts I & II or Wolf Hall 
and Bring Up the Bodies
All Members and Supporters renewing their subscription 
by Direct Debit, or choosing to set up a Direct Debit 
with a membership valid until 31 October 2014 will be 
automatically entered into the draw to win one of five 
sets of signed merchandise from either Richard II,  
Henry IV Parts I & II or Wolf Hall and Bring Up the Bodies.
Terms and conditions are available at www.rsc.org.uk/membership



PATHWAYS TO SHAKESPEARE

Pathways to Shakespeare

WHISPERS FROM 
THE WINGS
Visit www.rsc.org.uk/explore/blogs for a series 
of diaries written by cast and crew, which give a 
deeper insight into the rehearsal process.

NATHANIEL PARKER plays Henry VIII 
in Wolf Hall and Bring Up the 
Bodies.
He attended the National 

Youth Theatre for four  
years learning the craft 
before training at LAMDA.  
For years he had either seen 
performances or been involved 
in student productions of 
Shakespeare. He had been 
absorbed by the texts and 
found himself at age 24 
serving an apprenticeship 
with Terry Hands. By the  
time he joined the Peter Hall 
Company he had acted in about 
15 Shakespeare plays.
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HILARY MANTEL, author of Wolf 
Hall and Bring Up the Bodies.
Shakespeare’s Complete 

Works was acquired the 
spring before I went to 
secondary school, and I 
spent the summer reading it. 
So I was ahead of the game.
Shakespeare at school was 

highly academic, divorced 
from any idea of theatre.  
If you didn’t instinctively 
love Shakespeare, there was 
nothing to entice you.
For most of my contemporaries 

it was just another exam 
subject. For me it was a sort 
of escape hatch, giving access 
to a world where my family 
didn’t follow me. 
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GUY HENRY played Hook in  
Wendy & Peter Pan 2013.
Although he had studied 

Macbeth and Othello in 
school, they were never taken 
to see the plays performed. 
It was while studying drama 
at A level that he 
encountered an inspirational 
teacher and they explored 
Pinter and Ionesco and Guy 
discovered the joy of being 
on stage making people laugh! 
At RADA (Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art) he won the 
Forbes Robinson prize for his 
melancholy Jacques from As 
You Like It. This was his 
first taste of performing 
Shakespeare.
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In the Pathways 
to Shakespeare 
series we ask 
RSC actors 
and directors 
about how they 
first found 
Shakespeare, 
what drew them 
to it in the 
first place and 
kept them coming 
back.



In the recent Membership research you asked for more articles about the 
acting company and their journey to stage. On our website you can find a 
range of blogs, from actors sharing life in the rehearsal room,  
to directors and designers explaining the source of their inspirations

VIV GRAVER is a retired 
teacher who taught 
Shakespeare for more than 
30 years. Her blog is a 
series of interviews with 
RSC cast and creatives 
about their path to 
Shakespeare and how they 
first came to it, at school 
and elsewhere. 
There are currently 29 
interviews available. 

To read these and many other stories in full please visit  
www.rsc.org.uk/explore/blogs/pathways-to-shakespeare

SARAH RIDGEWAY appeared in the 
summer 2013 season at the  
Swan Theatre.
When she was about eight  

or nine she saw her father 
(Fred Ridgeway) in the role 
of Shylock in The Merchant  
of Venice in an amateur 
production – her first 
awareness of Shakespeare. 
She remembers talking it 

through after the show and 
although much went over her 
head she could follow the story 
in performance. She met the 
play again at A level and was 
surprised how easy she found 
it. She thinks that it may well 
have been because she had 
experienced it first as theatre 
when she was young.
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SUSAN ENGEL worked with  
Peter Hall and Peter Brooke 
in the RSC’s formative years 
and recently returned to the 
Company for Candide 2013.
Susan first came to Shakespeare 

through a ‘magic person’ an 
English teacher who inspired  
in her a love of poetry as the 
spoken word. She saw the 
Laurence Olivier Hamlet film fifty 
times and would take herself to 
The Odeon cinema in Bournemouth 
for the matinee and stay  
until the end of the evening. 
She recalls old 78 records of 
the film sound track played on  
a gramophone wound by hand.
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IAN MCDIARMID played the title 
role in A Life of Galileo  
in 2013. 
He went to Morgan Academy, 

Dundee where he encountered 
Shakespeare; A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Julius Caesar, 
King Lear and Hamlet. But 
there was little enthusiasm 
shown by the teachers and it 
was made to seem difficult to 
understand. It was something 
you did to pass exams. However 
his aunt took him to see Olivier 
as Richard III and that was a 
revelation. Olivier made sense 
of that complicated language!
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RSC Friends
If you would like to attend regular Q&A sessions with our 
Acting Companies and creative team you may be interested to 
join the RSC Friends. With events in Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Newcastle upon Tyne and London it costs just £20 per year 
in addition to your current subscription. You can join the 
RSC Friends when you next renew, and for further 
information please visit www.rsc.org.uk/friends
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MEMBERS’ OFFERS

WRITING WEST MIDLANDS –  
15 MONTHS MEMBERSHIP FOR  
THE PRICE OF 12
Writing West Midlands are offering RSC Members and 
Supporters 15 months’ Friends of Writing West 
Midlands Membership for the price of 12. 
For as little as £30 a year you can make a real 

contribution to creative writing and literature 
activities in our region.
In addition, as a Friend you get discounts on tickets 

for the acclaimed Birmingham Literature Festival  
(2-11 October 2014) and on books.
Visit www.writingwestmidlands.org/support-us and 

enter code RSC1512 to claim your discount or telephone 
0121 246 3083 and quote RSC1512 to join.

PURITY BREWING COMPANY 10%  
DISCOUNT IN THE ONLINE SHOP
Local PURITY BREWING COMPANY have gone from strength to 
strength since its inception in 2005. They supply the 
Rooftop Restaurant and all our theatre bars as well as 
pubs and restaurants countrywide and all the major 
supermarkets. They now wish to offer RSC Members and 
Supporters a discount in their online shop.
To claim 10% discount in the online shop please visit 

www.puritybrewing.com/shop and use code RSCMEMBER
For more information please visit www.puritybrewing.com

 BERRY BROS. & RUDD 30% OFF TWO 
EXCLUSIVE 12-BOTTLE MIXED CASE
With two Royal Warrants, three hundred years of history and eight 
Masters of Wine, Berry Bros. & Rudd have supplied the Rooftop 
Restaurant and all the theatres bars since our transformation in 
2010. They are now offering RSC Members and Supporters two 
exceptional 12-bottle mixed cases at an exclusive 30% discount.

RSC Mixed Case (K00546)
RSC Members and Supporters’ price £100 (RRP £142)

Celebration Collection (K00601)
RSC Members and Supporters’ price £200 (RRP £288)

For more details and to purchase your 12-bottle case of wine 
please visit www.bbr.com/rsc or call 0800 280 2440 and quote 
the name of the case of wine you wish to purchase
Offer expires on 31 July 2014. Free delivery is offered on all orders over £100. Standard 
Berry Bros. & Rudd terms apply. Please visit www.bbr.com/terms or more information.

IN YOUR NEXT NEWSLETTER
� Summer 2015 productions in Stratford-upon-Avon will be announced,  
with full details of your Priority Booking period

� The start of a 5-part series explaining the timeline of a production 
from initial thoughts to closing night

� The winner of the Direct Debit competition for the luxury weekend in 
Stratford-upon-Avon will share their experience

� We will launch the next Direct Debit competitions

This summer we present Henry IV  
Parts I & II, epic, comic and  
thrilling tales of a nation in turmoil. 
Why not visit the English Heritage site 
of Bolingbroke Castle in Lincolnshire, 
birthplace of Henry IV?
If you loved Richard II, why not soak 

up the atmosphere at Portchester Castle 
in Hampshire, where the vain king  
added great royal apartments? Or welcome 
glorious summer at Richard III’s 
childhood home, Middleham Castle  
in the Yorkshire Dales?
Combine your visit to Shakespeare’s 

home town of Stratford-upon-Avon with a 
trip to Kenilworth Castle, just 16 miles 
away – visit your online Members’ Room 
for 2 for 1 entry – or if you’re already  
an English Heritage Member, take a  
friend for free.

NEW for 2014 – We’ve joined up with English 
Heritage to make your summer extra special. 
RSC Members and Supporters’ benefits now 

include £10 off English Heritage Membership 
– allowing you to join for as little as £29*.
An English Heritage annual membership 

gives you unlimited access to over 400 
historic sites across the country, a whole 
year’s worth of days out and a great way 
to discover England’s heritage. Membership 
also includes free or reduced price entry 
to hundreds of exciting events, free entry 
for kids**, exclusive Members’ Magazine and 
a free full-colour handbook worth £10.95.
To save £10 off membership visit  

www.english-heritage.org.uk/join and enter 
RSC10W at the checkout.

Kenilworth Castle, Warwickshire

Save £10 on annual English Heritage membership

*Price based on £10 off annual senior membership.  
**Free entry for up to six accompanying children  
(under 19 and within the family group) per adult member. 
Discount not available on life or international memberships. 
Only available for new memberships, and cannot be used  
for membership renewal. Offer closes 31 October 2014.


