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W H I T E  W I N E S

Maison Roche de Bellene Bourgogne Chardonnay  
Vieilles Vignes 2017

[89] Wine Enthusiast 
Hint of corn husk and lemon on the nose of this wine promise  
freshness. The palate follows suit with a bright and sprightly body 
where absolute purity has not been sacrificed to relative ease and  
flow. The finish is dry and brisk. August 2020

[87+] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
As I mentioned last year, the Bourgogne Chardonnay “Vieilles Vignes”  
from Maison Roche de Bellene is made from vines that average fifty 
years of age, from vineyards in both the Côte de Beaune and Côte 
Chalonnaise. The 2017 version is sealed under a screwcap and offers up  
a bright bouquet of apple, spring flowers, chalky soil tones, citrus zest 
and a bit of toastiness in the upper register. On the palate the wine is  
crisp, full-bodied and focused, with a good core, bouncy acids and good  
length and grip on the finish. There is no signs of reduction issues yet  
and this is a very tasty example for current drinking. Issue #86, April 2020

[16] JancisRobinson.com
Bottled end September. Fermented and aged in demi-muids.  
Important wine for them in terms of volume. ‘The best Bourgogne 
Blanc I have made’, says Nicolas Potel. Creamy lemon aroma. Touch 
of spice and clementine. Rich on the palate, full-bodied and gener-
ous but still fresh. Creamy, fresh and spicy. December 2018 

Maison Roche de Bellene Meursault  
Vieilles Vignes 2017

[92] Wine Enthusiast 
Shy, lemony brightness escapes the closed nose on this wine. The 
palate brings serene concentration on a lemony, textured palate that 
speaks of yeast and concentration. Mellow and rounded but at the 
same time subdued, it’s an understated, elegant wine. August 2020

[90+] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
The 2016 version of old vine Meursault AC from Monsieur Potel 
was one of my favorites of his villages level offerings last year, and 
the 2017 is a good follow-up. If memory serves me correctly, these 
vines range from fifty to sixty years of age and the wine sees twenty 
percent new oak during its elevage. The 2017 offers up a classic nose 
of pear, a touch of passion fruit, white flowers, hazelnut, chalky soil 
tones and a deft foundation of vanillin oak. On the palate the wine is 
bright, full-bodied, focused and nascently complex, with a lovely core, 
excellent backend 78 mineral drive and a long, promising and zesty 
finish. Again this year, this is one of the best AC whites in Monsieur 
Potel’s lineup. Issue #86, April 2020

[89] ChristyCanterbury.com 
Bold and forward on the nose, this dramatically toasty wine smells 
of toasted hazelnuts and sweet brioche. There’s a big mid-palate 
pop spiced pears followed by a vacuum-like finish that is hollow and 
turns very dry. Definitely a wine for food to soften the tannin as well 
as the vigorous acidity. My notes from October 2018 read similarly. 
Drink: 2020-23. July 2, 2020

[87] Wine Advocate 
Wafting from the glass with a generous bouquet of ripe orchard fruit, 
marzipan and buttery pastry, this wine is medium to full-bodied, rich 
and fleshy, with ripe acids and a generous core of fruit, enlivened by 
the presence of notable dissolved carbon dioxide. This is quite a fat, 
old-fashioned Meursault and will be best drunk young. February 2020

[Silver Medal] 2020 Texsom International Wine Awards
March 2020
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 Maison Roche de Bellene Chassagne-Montrachet   
Vieilles Village 2017

[92] ChristyCanterbury.com 
A beautiful example of Chassagne-Montrachet, this is a study in  
balanced elegance between sublimely ripe fruit and a kiss of new 
French oak. The aromas exude toasted hazelnuts and challah bread. 
The palate echoes the same accompanied by roasted apples; it even 
hints at tarte tatin. Round and supple, the mildly glycerol-driven 
texture pulls the flavors into a lingering and mineral-laden finish. 
My October 2018 note was virtually the same, though it noted more 
baking spice than was evident here. Drink: 2020-25. July 2, 2020

[88] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
The Vieilles Vignes bottling from Chassagne from Nicolas Potel is 
from fifty-plus yearold vines and is raised in twenty percent new oak.  
The 2017 version offers up a stylish nose of pear, apple, good soil tones,  
a touch of acacia blossom and a nice, discreet foundation of vanillin  
oak. On the palate the wine is bright, full-bodied and fairly broad- 
shouldered in personality, with a good core and soil signature, zesty 
acids and fine length and grip on the slightly four-square finish. This 
tastes as if it is from vineyards with a fairly high percentage of clay 
in the soils, which gives the wine plenty of depth, but not the most 
delicate of footprints on the palate. Good, solid juice that should age 
nicely. Issue #86, April 2020

[87] Wine Advocate 
A fleshy, front-loaded wine, it bursts with aromas of peach, pear, toasted  
nuts and pastry cream. Medium to full-bodied, textural and open-knit,  
this is a ripe and round Chassagne that will be at its best young. February 2020

 Maison Roche de Bellene Puligny-Montrachet   
Vieilles Village 2017

[88] Wine Spectator
Ripe, featuring grapefruit, tangerine and apple flavors, with the slightest  
hints of mineral and spice seeping in around the edges. Open and 
moderately long. Drink now. Web Only 2020

 Maison Roche de Bellene Saint-Véran 2017
[90] Wine Enthusiast 
Only the faintest hint of lemon balm comes though on the nose of 
this wine. The palate has bright freshness that pervades the medium  
body with sunny, lemony charm. A gentle texture and inherent balance  
put freshness center stage. August 2020

[88] ChristyCanterbury.com 
A round and mouth-filling Saint-Véran, this one is packed with 
sweet pears, pomelo and yuzu peel. The medium, integrated acidity 
is followed by a dry finish to create a crisp final impression laced with 
mineral-driven notes and youthful fruits. This definitely tastes like 
bolder, broader wine with the more generous ripeness characteristic 
of the Mâconnais. This is incredibly approachable. This smelled more  
herbal in October 2018 (bottling had already been finished), and it 
clearly is settling down nicely. Drink: 2020-22. July 2, 2020 

 Maison Roche de Bellene Corton-Charlemagne, 
Grand Cru 2017

[92] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
The 2017 Corton-Charlemagne from Nicolas Potel’s Maison Roche 
de Bellene hails from a parcel on the Aloxe side of the hill, with 
southeasterly exposition. The vines are forty years of age and the 
wine was raised in thirty percent new oak in 2017. It offers up a very 
refined young nose of pear, apple, fresh almond, chalky soil tones, 
acacia blossoms and vanillin oak. On the palate the wine is young, 
full and nicely balanced, with a fine girdle of acidity, a good core and 
lovely length and grip on the nascently complex finish. It is still early 
days for this example of Corton Charlie and it will need several years 
in the cellar to blossom. It should prove to be quite good once it is 
ready to drink. Issue #86, April 2020
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 Maison Roche de Bellene Puligny-Montrachet  
Champ Gain Premier Cru 2017

[92] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
The 2017 Champ Gain from Monsieur Potel is very classical in profile  
and one of the finest of his white wines that I had a chance to taste 
from this vintage. The bouquet is pure and quite precise, offering up  
scents of white peach, golden delicious apple, a good base of limestone  
soil, vanillin oak and a lovely topnote of apple blossoms. On the palate  
the wine is crisp, fullbodied and nascently complex, with a good core, 
fine soil signature and lovely length and grip on the still youthful finish.  
This needs a year or three in the cellar to properly blossom, but will be  
quite good with a bit of bottle age. Right now it is a touch monolithic 
on the palate, but give it time for the flavors to catch up with the 
expressiveness of the nose and it will drink very well indeed.  
Issue #86, April 2020

 Maison Roche de Bellene Meursault  
Premier Cru, Charmes 2017

[93] Wine.com 
Substantial wine. This wine is a complete Burgundy. Pair its lush ripe 
fruit flavors and oak nuances with dried-rubbed chicken thighs over 
a bed of arugula. May 9, 2022

[17] JancisRobinson.com
Bottled. Cedary spice on the nose. And a touch of clementine. Very 
tangy and expressive and just a touch toasty. Spicy and intense on the 
palate. Stony too. Tight and creamy at the same time. December 2018

Maison Roche de Bellene Bellenos  
Cuvée Blanc Chardonnay 2017

[89] ChristyCanterbury.com 
Hailing from Chardonnay parcels in the sunny Beaujolais region, this  
Cuvée Blanc has delightfully smoky overtones, a bracing, salty palate 
and a solid, minerally finish. Moderate in body but powerful in flavor,  
this wine also has a grippy perkiness that commands attention. Savory  
and toothsome, this is a wine for food. Of the Bellenos wines I have 
tasted so far, this is the most dazzling! Drink: 2020-23. June 15, 2020

[86] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
The 2017 Bellenos “Cuvée Blanc” is composed of chardonnay 
sourced in the Beaujolais region. It offers up a bright and vibrant 
nose of apple, lemon, chalky soil tones and spring flowers. On the 
palate the wine is crisp, full-bodied and nicely balanced, with a plump  
ore, good length and grip and a succulent finish. This is far more 
complex on the nose than the palate today, but perhaps the palate 
will catch up with a bit of bottle age. It is not bad. Issue #86, April 2020

Maison Roche de Bellene Bellenos  
Crémant de Bourgogne Brut Blanc NV

[87] ChristyCanterbury.com 
A delightfully eclectic blend of Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Gamay and 
Aligoté from various parts of Burgundy, this sees its primary and 
malolactic fermentations in stainless steel. After its second  
fermentation to 5.5 bars of pressure in bottle, the bubbly wine rests 
on its lees for 12-18 months before disgorgement. 
The aromas are youthful and light with a touch of heather and baby’s 
breath. As the wine warms, toasted brioche and poached apples  
surface. The palate follows on with the same. But it is here that 
a deeply earthy, dusty and gauze-like flavor emerges. Lithe with 
graceful bubbles, the powerful acidity gives an aspirin-like bitterness, 
despite the 12 g/L residual sugar. Definitely a wine for food, and a 
very good one with freshly-shucked oysters, mussels, clams and other 
bivalves. Drink: 2020-21. June 15, 2020



MAISON ROCHE DE BELLENE • BURGUNDY
maisonrochedebellene.com

Highlights from the Press – Maison Roche de Bellene 2017 (page 4)

R E D  W I N E S

Maison Roche de Bellene Bourgogne  
Pinot Noir, Vieilles Vignes 2017

[HHHH+] Restaurant Wine 
A fragrant, medium full bodied Bourgogne that is round, balanced, 
lightly oaked, and complex in flavor, tasting of cherry, herbs, plum, 
toast, and pepper. Has a medium long finish, with modest tannin. Can  
be aged a bit. From vines aged 30-80 years in the Cote Chalonnaise 
and Cote de Beaune. Native yeast fermented. 80% aged in French oak  
barrels, 20% in stainless steel. Unfined. 2019 Issues #184, #185 & #186

[88] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
As I mentioned last year, the Bourgogne Rouge “Vieilles Vignes” from  
Maison Roche de Bellene is composed of fruit sourced from villages 
in the Côte Chalonnaise, Côte de Beaune and in the hills of the  
Côte de Nuits Villages appellation. The 2017 version is quite pretty, 
offering up a vibrant nose of red and black cherries, woodsmoke, 
gamebird and a good base of soil. On the palate the wine is medium- 
full, juicy and complex, with good soil signature, only a wisp of backend  
tannin and good focus and grip on the long finish. Issue #86, April 2020

[87] Burghound
A deft application of wood easily allows the pretty red pinot fruit 
aromas to shine. The super-fresh and highly energetic flavors possess 
excellent cut and a lovely mouth feel while delivering solid depth and 
length. This is very good for its level and a wine that should drink 
well almost immediately if desired. April 2019

[87] Wine Spectator
Bright and juicy, with cherry, strawberry and spice notes. Firms up 
midpalate, leaving a light dusting of tannins on the finish. Drink now 
through 2023. Web Only 2020

[86] Wine & Spirits — Best Buy —
Light and pretty, this has some stemmy greenness to its tannins while  
the finish is clean, short and pleasant. A light red for roast beef. 
October 2019 

 Maison Roche de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune  
Vieilles Vignes 2017

[89] Wine Spectator
Round and fruity, this is laced with cherry, strawberry and spice flavors.  
Lively and succulent, with firm underpinning of tannins on the earthy  
finish. Best from 2021 through 2033. Web Only 2020

[88+] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
Produced from forty year-old vines and was raised in ten percent new  
oak in 2017. The wine offers up a fine, youthful nose of red currants, 
cherries, vinesmoke, stony soil tones, pigeon, Savigny spice and a bit of 
new wood. On the palate the wine is medium-full, bright and nicely  
soil-driven, with a solid core, ripe tannins and a long, tangy and  
nascently complex finish. This needs some time, but will be quite 
tasty when it is ready to drink. Issue #86, April 2020

[87] Burghound
Initially this is mildly reduced but 20 minutes of air allows the 
perfumed and high-toned red berry fruit aromas, and in particular 
cherry and pomegranate, to slowly emerge. The lighter weight but 
sleek flavors are nicely energetic and well-detailed though there is a 
mild touch of warmth on the vaguely sweet finish where a touch of 
warmth appears. This is built on its fruit and could already be drunk 
now though it should reward a few years of keeping. April 2020
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 Maison Roche de Bellene  
Chambolle-Musigny Vieilles Vignes 2017

[90+] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
Produced from a small plot of vines that range from fifty to seventy 
years of age. The 2017 version is quite classic in its profile, offering 
up an aromatic constellation of musky red and black cherries, chalky 
soil tones, woodsmoke, gamebird, a touch of vanillin oak, roses and 
a delicate topnote of mustard seed. On the palate the wine is bright, 
full and tangy, with a lovely core of fruit, very fine backend mineral 
drive, ripe tannins and a long, nascently complex and quite classy 
finish. I really like the backend lift here. Issue #86, April 2020

[89] Burghound
There is a mild touch of reduction that doesn’t completely mask the  
dark cherry and raspberry notes but it’s enough that I would advise 
decanting this for 10 to 15 minutes first. Otherwise there is a beguiling  
succulence to the round and delicious flavors that offer good depth 
and persistence and while there is a trace of warmth, it’s sufficiently 
subtle not to materially detract from the overall sense of harmony. One  
to check out fashioned in a user friendly, drink it young style. April 2020

[16.5] JancisRobinson.com
20% new oak. 100% whole bunch. Barrel sample. A touch smoky and 
lots of dark fruit. Spicy. Juicy, and lighter than the Maison Roche de 
Bellene Vosne-Romanée Vieilles Vignes. A freshness and lightness but  
with a touch of sweet oak and a richness on the finish. December 2018
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  Maison Roche de Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin  
Vieilles Vignes 2017

[92] Wine Spectator
This perfumed style features smoky cherry, raspberry and mineral 
flavors. A stiff backbone of tannins provides support while the acidity 
keeps this lively and focused on the finish. Best from 2023 through 
2038. Web Only 2020

[92] ChristyCanterbury.com 
This is a very pretty Gevrey-Chambertin with lifted, dried rose petal  
notes and a rambunctiously complex mix of briar, sloe and black cherry  
fruits. The attack is silkysmooth, spreading across and gripping the 
mid-palate before bursting into an excitedly refreshing finish that 
lingers with an earthy, dried morel mushroom note. Truly delightful 
and rather a more elegant expression of Gevrey. Young but ready if 
you like more vigorous Pinot Noir, this is probably best appreciated 
with a bit of patience. My October 2018 notes read very similarly, 
and I even noted this as one of my favorites of the tasting. Drink: 
2021-25. July 2, 2020

[90] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
Produced from vines that range from forty-two to seventy-two years of  
age. The wine sees twenty percent new oak during its elevage and the 
2017 version is a stellar villages, wafting from the glass in a complex 
blend of black cherries, plums, grilled meats, raw cocoa, dark soil tones,  
a delicate touch of fresh herbs and a bit of cedar. On the palate the 
wine is bright, full-bodied, focused and very nicely transparent, with a  
fine core of fruit, bright acids, moderate tannins and a long, complex 
and very promising finish. Good juice. Issue #86, April 2020

[86] Burghound
While there is good density and slightly better freshness to the medium  
weight flavors, the finish is ever-so-slightly edgy and moderately rustic.  
The structure seems to lack just a bit of phenolic ripeness and overall 
I found this difficult. April 2020

[16] JancisRobinson.com
100% whole bunch. 600-litre demi-muids and 20% new oak. In tank. 
Inviting spicy aroma, really perfumed with a touch of garrigue — or 
its Burgundy equivalent — on the nose. Dry and lively with finesse in 
the dryish tannins. December 2018

[Silver Medal] 2020 Texsom International Wine Awards
March 2020
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Maison Roche de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges  
Vieilles Village 2017

[93] Wine Spectator
Enticing perfume of violet, black cherry and blackberry highlights this  
silky red. It’s elegant, pure and winds down with a hint of smoky oak. 
Terrific harmony and expression. Drink now through 2033. November 2020

[87] Burghound
Like several of these 2017s, there is just enough reduction to blur the 
detail of the earthy and sauvage-inflected dark berry fruit scents and as  
such I would suggest giving it a brief but thorough aeration. Here too 
there is acceptable if not special concentration to the round, supple 
and relatively forward middle weight flavors that possess evident 
warmth on the otherwise lingering finale. However, the warmth is 
not subtle and for me it’s enough to detract from the overall sense of 
balance. April 2020

[15.5] JancisRobinson.com
He buys the wine not the grapes. 100% whole bunch. No new oak. 
Barrel sample. Lots of spice and a hint of toast on dark-red fruit. 
Sweet and sour as if there were some sweetness here. Full of dark 
fruit but less balanced than the domaine wines on the whole. More  
monolithic. You’d think there was new oak. The Maison Roche de 
Bellene wines in 2017 seem to benchmarked by oak even though this 
wine, for example, had just one-year-old barrels. December 2018

 Maison Roche de Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin  
Champeaux Premier Cru 2017

[95] Wine Spectator
A broad, muscular style, boasting black cherry, black currant, earth, 
tobacco and iron flavors. A bit brooding and somber today, with a 
solid core of fruit and a long, spice-filled aftertaste. Best from 2023 
through 2042. May 2020

[94] Wine.com 
Wildly impressive. This wine packs plenty of power. Pair its driven 
aromas and flavors of wild strawberries and boysenberries with a 
well-seasoned Porchetta. May 9, 2022

[91] Burghound
An even slightly cooler nose is composed mainly by various dark berries  
that are trimmed in notes of earth, spice and soft wood. There is 
excellent underlying tension to the delicious, delineated and stonier 
medium weight flavors that possess a really lovely mouthfeel that 
continues onto the dusty, sappy and focused finale. This moderately 
structured effort should benefit from 6 to as much as 10 years of 
cellaring. April 2020

[90] Wine Advocate 
A polished, expressive wine, bursting with aromas of sweet berry 
fruit, plums and spices, framed by a deft application of creamy new 
oak. Medium to full-bodied, supple and fleshy, it’s succulent and 
open-knit, with melting tannins and an exuberant core of fruit. This 
is already drinking well. February 2020

 Maison Roche de Bellene Corton Grand Cru 2017
[94] Wine & Spirits 
Ferments with ambient yeasts and ages in barrels, half of them new. 
That new oak brings a fine grain to the tannins without blocking 
their red-fruited essence. The wine tastes like the meaty flesh of a 
dark cherry along with the mineral skins of the fruit. Those notes 
layer into the earthiness of bluefoot mushrooms to create a luxurious, 
savory grand-cru wine with stature and youthful intensity October 2019 

[93] Wine Spectator
A big, brooding red, exhibiting smoky black cherry, plum, earth and  
iron flavors. Intense and long, with youthful exuberance that a few  
years in the bottle should tame and integrate. Best from 2023 through  
2040. Web Only 2020

[91] Burghound
A markedly earthy and slightly sauvage-inflected nose reflects notes 
of somber though nicely layered dark berry fruit aromas along with a 
touch of poached plum. The very rich and velvet-textured mid-palate 
of the medium-bodied flavors contrast mildly with the slightly raspy 
finish that offers good depth if limited refinement. Note that this will 
be approachable relatively early in the context of what is typical for a 
Corton grand cru. April 2020

[16.5] JancisRobinson.com
Blend of two bought-in wines. His grands crus generally have 
25–40% new oak. In barrel. Extremely ripe cherry fruit. Juicy and 
rounded. A little stemmy perhaps and seems it might be ready earlier 
than you might expect for a grand cru. Light tannins and long juicy 
finish. December 2018
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Maison Roche de Bellene Volnay 2017
[92] Wine Spectator
This red is all about finesse and detail. Strawberry, cherry, floral and 
spice flavors abound, while the vibrant acidity and refined tannins 
provide support. Shows fine balance and length, adding a mineral 
element on the finish. Best from 2021 through 2032. April 2020

[88] Burghound
A cool, pretty and softly spicy red berry fruit-suffused nose exhibits  
subtle hints of underbrush and forest floor. The lighter weight, 
delicious and pliant flavors possess good verve and detail before 
culminating in an easy-going, dusty and ever-so-mildly austere finale 
where the only nit is a trace of warmth. This is a wine that could easily  
be enjoyed now though I would be inclined to allow it to age for 
another 2 to 4 years first. April 2020

[87] ChristyCanterbury.com 
The tangy cherries and tobacco touches offered a beguiling start. 
However, the strapping, dry and short finish thudded on the back 
palate, even after three hours of air. This is reinforced by the good, 
crunchy lift, but at least there is very good refreshment. Overall, the 
fruit is a bit hollow. Drink: 2020-23. July 2, 2020

 Maison Roche de Bellene Vosne-Romanée  
Vieilles Village 2017

[91] Wine Spectator
Light-bodied and firm, featuring a core of black cherry flavors wrapped  
around mineral and light oak notes. Firms up, with a subtle coating of 
dusty tannins on the mouthwatering finish. Best from 2022 through 
2035. Web Only 2020

[88] Burghound
A cool and nice pure nose is comprised mostly of higher-toned red 
currant and cherry along with subtle but pretty spice nuances and in 
particular exotic tea. There is very good detail to the energetic lighter 
weight flavors that are not especially dense but do offer reasonably 
good depth and persistence on the dusty and youthfully austere 
finish that also flashes just a touch of warmth. April 2020

[16] JancisRobinson.com
100% whole bunch. In barrel. Again, this is more oaky on the nose than  
the domaine wines. Very sweet fruit. Then a bit drier on the palate 
than I expected. Firm and juicy but not quite integrated. December 2018

Maison Roche de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges  
Aux Boudots Premier Cru 2017

[93] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
Absolutely stellar on both the nose and palate. The bouquet offers up a  
superb blend of cherries, plums, gamebird, raw cocoa, a superb base 
of soil, beautiful spice tones and a discreet foundation of cedary oak. 
On the palate the wine is deep, full and very elegant in personality, with  
a superb core of fruit, great soil signature, excellent focus and grip, 
refined tannins and a long, tangy and impeccably balanced finish. This  
is not an overtly powerful example of Nuits St. Georges, but rather 
one that perfectly captures the inherent elegance of the 2017 vintage 
and the great terroir of les Boudots. Stellar juice. Issue #86, April 2020

[90] Burghound
An attractively perfumed nose is comprised primarily by various 
red berry fruit scents that are nuanced by hints of spice, earth and a 
whiff of green tea. There is good verve and delineation to the middle 
weight and sleek flavors that possess reasonably good persistence on 
the ever-so-mildly tangy finale. This should be approachable after 
only 4 to 6 years but reward 10 to 12. April 2020

[88] Wine Advocate 
Opening in the glass with a youthfully reserved bouquet of red 
berries, black plums, baking chocolate and smoked meats, the 2017 
Nuits-Saint-Georges 1er Cru Aux Boudots is medium to full-bodied, 
open-knit but shy, with moderate concentration, light but chewy 
structuring tannins and a seemingly somewhat ephemeral finish. 
Perhaps time will be kind to it. February 2020
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 Maison Roche de Bellene Clos de la Roche  
Grand Cru 2017

[95] Decanter  
Skillfully selected by Nicolas Potel, whose négociant wines are much  
more harmonious in 2017 than they were in the previous two vintages,  
this is a stylish, textured Clos de la Roche with plenty of understated 
power, well handled spicy oak, nuanced tannins and a fresh, focussed 
finish. Drinking Window 2025 – 2032. October 2018 

[93] ChristyCanterbury.com 
Licorice lights up the nose before blueberries, black plums and figs 
saturate the palate. Full-bodied, broad and spicy with a tobacco-leaf and  
leather tinged finish, this is laced with mineral tones. Concentrated, 
layered and lingering on the finish, this robust Grand Cru is nicely 
supported by feathery tannins and integrated, subtly lifting acidity. My  
October 2020 notes read similarly, though the wine was tasting a bit  
more generous and less structured that day. Drink: 2022-29. July 2, 2020

[90-92] Burghound
This is one of the few wines in the range to display more than a trace 
of reduction and here it’s enough to mute the fruit. Otherwise there 
is good power and punch to the sleek and intense middle weight plus 
flavors that are shaped by markedly firm tannins on the grippy finish 
that will need at least a few years to round out. April 2019

[17.5] JancisRobinson.com
He has been buying this wine since 1997. Barrel sample. Mid to dark 
cherry red. Lovely peppery dark-fruited fragrance. Dark and elegant 
and really fine in texture and dark-fruit finesse. Elegant and fluid, 
imperceptible tannins. December 2018

Maison Roche de Bellene Bellenos Cuvée Rouge 2017
[87] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
This is the entry level bottling from Nicolas Potel, which is comprised  
of a blend of gamay from Beaujolais and pinot noir from somewhere in  
the Côte d’Or. The 2017 Bellenos offers up a lovely nose of cranberry,  
cherry, fresh herb tones, woodsmoke and a good foundation of soil 
tones. On the palate the wine is fullish, tangy and very well-balanced, 
with a good core of fruit, very modest tannins and a long, bouncy and 
quite impressive finish. This is very nicely crafted! Issue #86, April 2020

Maison Roche de Bellene Bellenos Rosé of Gamay Noir 
(Coteaux Bourguignons) 2017

[86] Wine Enthusiast 
Fresh, light and fruity, this is a crisp, red-currantflavored wine.  
Refreshing acidity and a bright aftertaste are already delicious. Drink 
now. April 2019 

DownSouth Today Blog – Beating The Heat: A Rosé With 
Crabcakes
A Delicious Wine For Summer Dining. Light and fruity. This very 
expressive rosé is pure Gamay from Beaujolais. Beautifully clean, 
ripe red raspberry fruit. The crabcakes can be served any time of 
day. Brunch under poached eggs with Hollandaise or with a salad for 
summer dinner. July 10, 2019


