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T
HE Air Force Association held its 18th annual
national convention September 9-12, 1964, at the 

Sheraton Park Hotel, Washington, D. C. It was an im
pressive aerospace showcase, designed to help increase 
the level of scientific literacy throughout the nation, 
increase the country's aerospace power, and enhance 
the prestige of members of the Air Force. 

Four of the five men who have served as chief of 
staff since the Air Force became a separate service in 
194 7 shared the spotlight with outstanding noncommis
sioned officers from every major air command. Leading 
American educators, visiting educators from 71 foreign 
nations, Medal of Honor winners, industrialists, and top
level government officials participated in seminars, work
shops and luncheons, along with television personalities, 
reporters, airmen, officers, ROTC cadets, and other 
AFA members. 

The Air Force Association is an independent, non
profit aerospace organization, with no personal, politi-
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cal or commercial axes to grind, and dedicated to the 
maintenance of adequate aerospace power for national 
security and world peace. It was organized in 1946 at 
the request of Gen. Henry H. Arnold, wartime com
manding general of the Army Air Forces. 

General Arnold, Gen. Carl Spaatz and Lt. Gen. 
James H. Doolittle had discussed the organization of 
an airpower association in the spring of 1945 during 
an inspection tour of air units in Europe. 

"Look," Arnold told the others, "the Air Forces now 
have two and a half million men and women in uni
form. They know airpower and they know what it can 
do. The war will end soon and most of them will be re
turning to civilian life, and they will be living in every 
part of America. We're going to need their support to 
keep the country strong in the air. Let's do all we can 
to keep the gang together." 

General Doolittle, a Reserve officer, was one of those 
who returned to civilian life when the war ended. The 
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