
  Class of 1965 Bunkhouse  
    At Dartmouth’s  

   Mount Moosilauke Ravine Lodge  
 

   A Lasting Legacy  
 

 
  A lasting legacy with structure that will stand for over 200 years. 

 
 Over 90% of Dartmouth students visit Ravine Lodge complex during 

First Year Trip.  A tradition that is an essential element and first 
impression of the Dartmouth experience. 

 
 Intensively used College asset with over 2,000 overnights per year in the 

’65 Bunkhouse that is a stand-alone entity that will serve the College for 
generations to come. 
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Class of 1965 Cabin Gift  

In 
Celebration of our 50th Reunion 

Background  
Mount Moosilauke has been the spiritual home of Dartmouth’s out-of-doors for over one 
hundred years.  On the last day of January 1912 Carl Shumay ’13 and classmate Eric 
Foster strapped on skis outside Crosby Hall, skied the forty miles to Moosilauke, made 
the first ascent on skis, and skiing the last twenty miles in the dark,  returned to Hanover 
forty-eight hours later.   Through the generosity of numerous individuals, most notably 
Pennington Haile ’24, the College owns 4,600 acres on this 4,802 foot peak in the White 
Mountain National Forest.  Located in Benton, NH outside the town of Warren, Mount 
Moosilauke is a scenic one hour drive north of Hanover.  The first U.S. Collegiate 
Downhill ski race was held on Mt. Moosilauke in 1927 and Dartmouth hosted the first 
US Alpine National Champion there in 1933. 
 
The gateway to the Mountain is the Ravine Lodge complex located on the east side 
overlooking the Baker River valley.  The lodge was built in 1938 by the legendary 
woodsman C. Ross McKenny.  The new construction survived the category five New 
England Hurricane of 1938 and was dedicated in 1939.  Originally constructed as a ski 
lodge, one of the earliest ski schools operated there from the 1930’s into the 1950’s.  
 
Starting in 1935 the Dartmouth Outing Club (DOC) established pre-orientation trips to 
promote interest in the outdoors and DOC.  During the 1960s, under the support of 
Dartmouth President John Sloan Dickey the College renovated the Moosilauke Ravine 
Lodge the final destination for all Trips, and brought participation up to two-thirds of the 
incoming class.  Today the Lodge is also the start of the Dartmouth experience for almost 
the entire (90%) first year class, because of the common tradition filled welcoming they 
have there at the culmination of the First Year Trips.  Dartmouth considers this tradition 
and others as essential elements of a Dartmouth education.  The lodge complex supports 
a wide range outdoor recreational and educational programs that foster learning, 
fellowship and adventure.   
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Ravine Lodge Facilities -2013 (See site plan below.) 

• Ravine Lodge serves as hub for complex.    
o All meals are served in the dining room that has a capacity of 150. 

 About 5,750 student and 6,350 non-student meals per season. 
o All bathroom facilities are in the lodge. 

• Bunkhouses serve as sleeping quarters for all ravine lodge guests and staff. 
o Four bunkhouses, including the ’65 Cabin each sleep about 25.  About 

4,000 overnight stays per year. 
 Bunkhouses have electricity but no water or heat. 
 Basic wood frame construction with no insulation and standard 

windows.  
 All are in need of urgent replacement including the ’65 Cabin that 

was completed in 1977 and is showing all 37 years of its age. 
o ’65 Bunkhouse has 1,500 to 2,000 overnight stays per year.  Most 

intensively used because of proximity to lodge and access path.   
• The Class of 1984 Crew Bunkhouse was constructed in 2009 using post-and-

beam construction to house the lodge staff. 
 Serves as model for replacement of the four guest bunkhouses. 

• The Class of 1974 Bunkhouse is under construction in the fall of 2013 with 
completion scheduled for May, 2014. 

 
          Class 1974 Bunkhouse 

                                               Under Construction – September 2013 
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Class of 1965 Bunkhouse 

             

 
Specifications (See site and building concept below.) 

• Accommodates 26 in four bunkrooms plus private family room. 
• 1,270 square feet plus 120 square foot porch. 
• Post-and-beam construction of white pine harvested from Dartmouth-owned 

forest land. 
o Built on slab foundation with stringers and wood floor. 
o Dartmouth Green metal roof.  

• Winterized 
o Fully insulated with rigid foam panels in roof and foam wall insulation. 
o Double pane windows. 
o Two wood stoves.   
o Dry sink.  
o Incinerating propane toilet with solar powered control panel. 

• Roof monitor over central hall for added light. 
• Stone terrace on side facing west with panoramic views of Mount Moosilauke 

and spectacular sunsets.  
• Post-and-beam construction. 

o In a timber framed building, joinery is cut into heavy timbers so that 
they fit together, fastened only by wooden pegs. Like the trees the 
timbers are cut from, these buildings are meant to last centuries. They 
are unusual, unique, natural forms that can withstand the challenging 
climate of New England, with all the grace and splendor of the forests 
they are born out of. The timbers are large, but with careful work, the 
parts, all pre-cut, fit together in a spectacular three-dimensional puzzle 
that displays its quiet, enduring, massive strength. Employing this 
technique, you are continuing a craft that's been in use for centuries, 
and kept innumerable people from diverse cultures warm, dry, and 
inspired.  

o Expected life-span is 200+ years. 
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• Robust post-and-beam frame of ’74 Bunkhouse –September, 2013.   

o Farm house near Putney School in East Dummerston, VT with original 
frame and foundation was built in 1776 is home to friends. 

 
                                      
   
     
              

                                
 

• Interior ’74 Bunkhouse –October, 2013. 
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Site and Building Concept 
o Down slope from back to front with cut-in back retaining wall and front terrace 

overlooking Baker River Valley with panoramic views of Moosiluake. 
 

Construction Milestones 
     2014 

 January-February – harvest timber from Dartmouth forest. 
 Spring – mill timber at Vermont mill. 
 June 2014 – demolition of existing ’65 Cabin as soon as new ’74 Bunkhouse on-

line. 
 July-August – site preparation and foundation work. 
 September – assemble and raise timber frame with participation of Class of ’65 

and ’15 in frame raising workshop. (Date to be set in Jan-Feb for early planning.) 
 September-October – make weather tight with roof, siding, windows and doors. 

     2015 
 April-May finish interior, terrace. 
 June 11, 2015 – Class Day at dedication of ’65 Bunkhouse at Dartmouth’s Mount 

Moosilauke Ravine Lodge  
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Funding 

 
  

Maintenance Fund   $  53,000

 
 

Cost of Construction  $432,000 
 

Total     $485,000 
 

%) of the total gift must be 
raised from a core group of lead donors.  

 

Lead Donors 
 The College’s guidelines for Class gifts state:  “Class gifts must be supported by a 

lead donor or donors, who will fund the majority of the gift.    
o Experience with a wide range of gift campaigns has proven that to be 

successful a minimum of fifty percent (50


