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HIGH VISIBILITY APPAREL FOR DRIVERS 

How RefrigiWear Can Help Keep Your Drivers Safe 
Protecting your employees is a top concern of every manager. For drivers, there are safety concerns 
for both when they are in and out of their truck, and one of the largest safety concerns is being 
on foot in low visibility environments. High Visibility garments provide added safety when at large 
distribution centers or in busy yards with moving vehicles, making emergency stops or in any 
lowlight condition.

Improve Safety with HiVis Gear ANSI Recommendations 
Standards for HiVis apparel are set by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). Though not 
all workers are required to follow ANSI guidelines, it is safer to follow the guidelines for each class 
if your conditions ever match. There are 3 ANSI classes for HiVis standards, covering differing work 
environments and job duties.1 Manufacturers have to meet specific guidelines when producing HiVis 
apparel to be considered ANSI compliant.2

Important factors to consider when choosing ANSI compliant HiVis clothing: 
• How often are drivers in high traffic areas, like the side of the highway or a busy truck yard? 
• How often do drivers encounter low visibility conditions such as poor weather or night time 
driving/deliveries?

Determining the Class for Your Employees and Environment 

• Worker’s attention is not fully on any  
	 traffic
• There is separation between worker  
	 and	traffic

•	Require	less	background	and	tape.	 
 Vests are usually Class 1 or 2

• Weather impedes visibility
•	Work	zone	is	complex	or	cluttered
• Attention is diverted away from  
	 traffic

•	Require	more	background	and	
	 reflective	tape.		Class	2	garments	
	 will		have	more	surface	material		
 than Class 1

•	Traffic	exceeds	50mph
•	Attention	is	never	on	traffic
• Night workers
•	Cluttered,	high	activity	work	zones

• Require the largest amount of 
	 background	material	and	 
	 reflective	tape	for	enhanced	safety	
	 in	the	toughest	conditions

CLASS 1 CLASS 2 CLASS 3

https://www.refrigiwear.com/category/hivisibility
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Best Practices
Types of Apparel
There are many types of ANSI complaint HiVis apparel, from vests and jackets to pant sets, overalls 
and coveralls. When doing a hazard assessment to determine the proper HiVis apparel, it is helpful 
to consider other necessary protections as well, then determine the best solution of gear for your 
employees. For example, if your drivers only deliver to high traffic yards, having a HiVis shirt or jacket 
that is constantly on is better than having to remember a vest over what they are already wearing. If 
working in areas where it may rain, waterproof HiVis is best. 

Since drivers never know when they might be exposed to low visibility or high traffic conditions, you 
should also consider accessories, like gloves, headwear or footwear that have visibility-enhancing 
features. Many of these items will have reflective piping or high-visibility colors that may make a user 
more visible head-to-foot. 

HiVis Apparel in Low Temperature Environments
For drivers exposed to cold conditions and low-visibility environments, what is the best way to 
address all safety needs? One solution is to have employees wear the proper ANSI compliant vest over 
their insulated clothing. But vests can be lost, may need to be replaced often, and can be forgotten 
when frequently exiting the truck throughout the day. Instead, choose HiVis gear with insulation that 
protects from low temperatures as well so you only need to wear and maintain one garment. 

“X” on the Back for Enhanced Safety
Selecting apparel with the reflective tape in an alternate shape on the back enhances safety in low-
visibility environments. By utilizing a different pattern of tape on the front (an H shape) than on the 
back (an X shape), other drivers will know if the person they are nearing might see the approaching 
vehicle. Canada’s standards for safety, CSA Z96, require the X shape in tape on the back for 
compliance. If you need to meet both ANSI and CSA standards, you need garments with the added 
X-Back feature.


