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The FRED story

• Origins go back to the 
1960s

• A unique mission within 
the Fed

• An important public 
service

Solves a problem: People need 
data, but data are scattered. 
FRED brings the data together to 
show our users the big picture as 
well as the details.

The first data publication…
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FRED improvements over time
• 1991 FRED begins as an 

electronic bulletin board
42 series

• 1996 FRED hits the web!
403 series

• 2002 FRED gets modern
800+ series

• Siblings!
2004 FRASER
2006 ALFRED
2007 GeoFRED
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• FRED:  the basis for all other products
− Free tool for finding, graphing, downloading, and understanding 

economic and social science data.
− 500,000 series; 87 sources

• ALFRED: provides access to historic versions of data (economic 
data are regularly revised)

• GEOFRED:  map FRED data

• FRASER: digital library of U.S. economic history, particularly
the history of the Federal Reserve System

FRED Ecosystem
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• Credible tool used by credible sources (textbooks, journalists, 
educators, researchers)

• Single platform for data from many places:  “One tool for a 
universe of data”

• Agile development:  quickly adjust to new information, clear 
priorities

• FRED is unique:  no other Federal Reserve Bank or 
government agency provides this service. And it is FREE!!!

• FRED is THE international brand of the FRB St Louis.

Strengths
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The most popular series on FRED
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First release:
159,000 jobs lost

One month later:
284,000 jobs lost

Two months later:
403,000 jobs lost
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• FRED supporting products
− User Accounts (save graphs, create dashboards)

− FREDcast (forecasting game)

− FRED interactives online lessons

• FRED and Economic Education work together
− Outreach to university professors for FREDcast

− Data literacy efforts (librarians and teachers)

− Integration of FRED into economic education lessons

FRED ecosystem support 
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• Aggregates historical material from the Federal Reserve System 
and related agencies (Treasury, BLS, BEA, FDIC, OCC)

• Many types of materials:
− Publications, policy documents, speeches, and data
− Personal papers of Fed leaders
− Historical records from government agencies (Fed, FDIC, Bureau of 

Negro Economics) 

• Strong and important partnerships inside and outside the Fed

FRASER: digital library of U.S. economic, 
financial, and banking history
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Who uses FRED?
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• On track to have over 12M sessions this year (compared to 1.4M in 
2010)
− This excludes the FRED API and apps

− Usage has grown over 35% this year; strong user growth historically.  

−

• FRED is used in textbooks, by journalists, on Twitter, by financial 
analysts, and in classrooms.

• FRED is promoted through our educational outreach (FREDcast & 
FRED interactives) and our FRED newsletters

FRED usage & promotion
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• U.S. Census partnership (see next slide)

• Updated apps (and a new app for FREDcast)

• FREDcast “braggin’ rights” game between Mizzou and Univ. of 
Illinois

• Google sign-in option when creating user accounts

• Data literacy work:
− FRED interactives

− Data literacy lessons featuring FRED through Econ Ed

Recent FRED Accomplishments
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• Research use increasing (e.g., text mining of speeches)

• High growth in users (45% growth y/y)

• Over 1 million page views in 2018

• Improved search

• New partnerships:  
− Jimmy Carter Library (G. William Miller’s papers)

− Treasury Department (Historic press releases and press conferences)

− FDIC (Chairmen, research directors, and general counsel speeches)

FRASER accomplishments
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• More support for educators using FRED & FRASER
− Each educator reaches hundreds of students
− Continued data literacy efforts

• Improved user experience
− Search improvements
− Metadata changes (also improve search and display)
− Visibility for the Release tables

• GeoFRED upgrade

What’s Next?
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