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Message from the Chair 
 

The SPE operates on a July ï June fiscal year, so we are now winding down 

2014/2015 activities, with an eye on 2015/2016 ahead. 

A fundamental aspect to having our house in order is to shore up the makeup of 

our Board of Directors. Weôve formulated the roles going forward and how the 

Org Chart will look for the year ahead. Weôve held elections, and Iôd like to wel-

come Greg Osborn of Synventive and Renee Nehls of MGS Manufacturing 

Group. Please see their bios inside on page 13; they have great qualifications 

and we look forward to putting them to work! Iôd like to thank Brian Lather as he 

completes his term, and Wayne Hertlein and Scott Peters, after tirelessly 

ñkeeping the wheels onò our Division for many years, will now be in a Director 

Emeritus type role and Division Historians.  

At the AmeriMold exhibition this month, our Division awarded Harry Raimondi of 

Bales Metal Surface Solutions with the Mold Maker of the Year award 

(sponsored by DME Company), and Chris Hanes of Micro Mold Co., Inc., with 

the Mold Designer of the Year award (sponsored by Progressive Components). 

Congrats to them for the recognition that they deserve! 

We end the year with a strong financial position, and are envisioning our initia-

tives ahead. Weôre partnering with Gardner Publications (Plastics Technology, 

MoldMaking Technology, Modern Machine Shop, etc.) in a ñManufacturing Mat-

tersò initiative to further get the word out on careers in manufacturing. Weôre 

investigating hosting a MiniTec conference, and once again will organize and 

moderate technical speakers at the SPIôs Annual Mike Koebel Western 

Moldmakers Trade Fair and Conference on November 11 in Pomona, CA. 

Thanks to the current Board, as we are positioned for a great year ahead.  

And to you, our membership, do not hesitate contacting me at 

gs@procomps.com if youôd like to discuss how together we can further be  

a technical resource for the industry, and how we can further support  

initiatives geared towards tomorrowôs tooling personnel. 
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A Message from the  

Newsletter Editor 
 

Mold makers are pretty busy these days ï itôs been a good half of 2015  

and we can only hope it continues. Iôm still hearing a lot about reshoring  

from various sectors of manufacturing, which is always good news. But  

donôt let your guard down, moldmakers.  

 The competition the entire plastics industry has experienced over the  

past 20 years, particularly from low-cost labor countries, has made us better  

and stronger as an industry. Often when weôve got our backs against the  

wall we tend to be more creative in just how to get out of this predicament.  

Iôve seen mold companies step up to the plate and implement new  

technologies ï high-speed machining and automation in particular ï that  

have given shops a cutting edge in both time-to-market and reduced costs 

through reduction in man-hours. 

 In May I attended the RAPID 2015 conference and trade show in Long Beach, CA, and talked to several mold 

makers in attendance there. A couple of companies were promoting quick-turn conventional tooling; one was pro-

moting not only conventional tooling but 3D polymer printing of prototypes and 3D metal printing as well.  I think 

most mold manufacturers are still trying to figure out where they fit into the whole 3D scheme of things.  

 In June I attended the Plastics In Motion automotive conference in Dearborn, MI, where I heard a lot of interesting 

presentations on the latest and greatest in light-weighting of automotive components including exterior, interior and 

under-hood applications. I also heard a good presentation on how automotive 

suppliers can be successful in dealing with Tier 1 and OEM manufacturers.  

A good business strategy is always beneficial when dealing with the auto- 

motive industry. 

 So donôt think that just because the winds of change are now blowing  

favorably in your direction that you can kick back and take it easy. Itôs still a 

tough business and one in which you need to be a few steps ahead of your 

customers if you want to be successful and profitable. 
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For questions or comments about 

the SPE Mold Making & Mold 

Design Division please contact 

Glenn Starkey at: 

gs@procomps.com 

1-630-369-9120 
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2015 SPE Mold Maker and Mold Designer of the 

Year Award  Winners Announced 

The Mold Making and Mold Design 

Division announced this yearôs  

honorees for its annual Mold Maker 

and Mold Designer of the Year 

awards during the Amerimold Expo 

on June 17. The nominees for these 

awards, which are sponsored by 

DME Corporation and Progressive 

Components International Corpora-

tion respectively, were impressive 

and we thank everyone for submit-

ting them. This yearôs winners are 

Harry Raimondi, technical services 

manager for Bales Metal Surface 

Solutions, who is the Mold Maker of 

the Year, and Chris Hanes, engi-

neering manager for Micro Mold and 

Plastikos, who is the Mold Designer 

of the Year.  

 In addition to receiving plaques 

that declare their honors each hon-

oree will also receive a $500 schol-

arship award that will be donated in 

their names to the trade related 

schools or programs of their choice. 

ƷContinued on page 5 

SPE Mold Making and Mold Design Division Chair Glenn Starkey presents plaques to  

Mold Maker of the year Harry Raimondi (in white) and Mold Designer of the Year Chris Hanes 

during the Amerimold Expo. Division Board members Cyndi Kustush and Wayne Hertlein  

(at left) and Brenda Clark (far right) join in.  
































