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Committee Charges for 2016-2017: 

 To monitor, analyze, influence and disseminate information about coding and reimbursement 
policies and procedures that affect nuclear medicine; to actively participate in the development of 
coding and the use of coding that supports the utilization of nuclear medicine procedures in medical 
practice, such as CPT, ICD-10, HCPCS codes and APCs; to establish a working dialogue with 
regulators, particularly CMS, and payers to effect change. 
 

 Provide coding and reimbursement education to members. 
 

 Participate in the Practice Expense Committee of the AMA RUC and CPT to obtain appropriate 
codes, procedure descriptions and reimbursement rates for new and existing nuclear medicine 
procedures. 

 

 The Committee works with stakeholders to obtain appropriate reimbursement for all nuclear 
medicine resources, including radiopharmaceuticals in the Hospital Outpatient Prospective Payment 
System (OPPS) 

 

 Work with CMS, Congress and local carriers and other medical intermediaries to ensure that 
appropriate nuclear medicine procedures are available to and attainable by the public. 

 

 Create Policy Documents. 
 
Current Working Objectives/Goals:  
 

 Taking a proactive role in influencing coding coverage and payment policy for appropriate 
reimbursement. 

 
Progress of Charge/Objectives/Goals to Date: 
 

 Updated, maintained, and produced SNMMI website educational materials, such as sample claims 
forms, webinars and more for the nuclear medicine community, including OPPS and MPFS payment 
charts; provided news articles detailing changes and developments in coding and reimbursement in 
conjunction with CMS, the Imaging Dementia – Evidence for Amyloid Scanning (IDEAS) and the 
National Oncologic PET registry (NOPR). 
 

 Updated over 120 questions on the SNMMI website Coding Corner Q&A, including additions of 
Florbetaben F18 and Flutemetamol F18, G-68 DOTATATE, IDEAS, and PO Modifier. The Coding Q&A 
search function on the new website has been updated for more accurate searches. 

 



 Continued to meet with industry and other stakeholders to develop a solution to the Medicare 
reimbursement problems faced by nuclear medicine professionals. 

 

 The Committee continues to work with all Medicare Administrative Contractors such as Novitas 
regarding a variety of issues for inappropriate claims denials (mostly PET related), such as with NaF 
NOPR and IDEAS claim denials.  We are working with CMS officials from the coverage and analysis 
group, the program integrity and payment policy as well as working with the MACs directly to 
resolve our member’s payment denials.  

 
 
 


