
March 18, 2021 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi     The Honorable Charles Schumer 

Speaker of the House of Representatives   Senate Majority Leader 

U.S. Capitol Building, H-305     U.S. Capitol Building, S-221  

Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20510 

 

 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy    The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

House Republican Leader     Senate Democratic Leader 

U.S. Capitol Building H-204     U.S. Capitol Building, S-230 

Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20510 

 

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader Schumer, Leader McCarthy, and Leader McConnell: 

 

One year on, the COVID-19 pandemic continues across the country as healthcare providers work 

to care for COVID-19 patients, vaccinate, and resume essential procedures, scans, and treatments 

that have been delayed due to previous restrictions to perform elective procedures. On December 

27, 2020, The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 was enacted, giving providers a three-

month extension (until March 31, 2021) of the Medicare sequester moratorium originally 

included in The CARES Act. The undersigned organizations note and commend these previous 

actions taken to assist physicians, clinicians, technologists, and hospitals during the COVID-19 

pandemic, and once again ask Congress to extend the Medicare sequester moratorium through 

the end of the year. 

 

Health care providers continue to face significant financial hardships, with 97 percent of 

physician practices experiencing a negative financial impact directly or indirectly related to 

COVID-19. Additionally, practices are reporting a 55 percent decrease in revenue and a 60 

percent decrease in patient volume since the beginning of the pandemic.i New analyses predict 

another potential $53-122 billion in lost hospital revenue in 2021.ii The revenue that has been 

lost not only affects the facility or practice, but also the non-physician personnel who work to 

provide patient care during this ongoing pandemic. Urgent action is needed to avoid any 

additional, preventable strains on our healthcare system and those individuals who continue to 

perform treatments and examinations in this challenging environment. 

 

We strongly urge Congress to pass H.R. 1868 to extend Medicare sequester moratorium 

through the end of 2021. 

 

We welcome the opportunity to work with Congress, the Administration, and other interested 

parties on this necessary relief to ensure stability for the health care delivery system. We count 

on your careful consideration of our request. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

The Association for Medical Imaging Management (AHRA) 



American Society of Radiologic Technologists (ASRT) 

Association for Quality Imaging (AQI) 

Centers for Diagnostic Imaging (CDI) 

Medical Imaging &  Technology Alliance (MITA) 

Radiology Business Management Association (RBMA) 

Shields Healthcare Group 

Society of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging (SNMMI) 

 

 

 
i Medical Group Management Association, COVID-19 Financial Impact on Medical Practices, April 13, 2020, 

https://www.mgma.com/resources/government-programs/covid-19-financial-impact-on-medical-practices. 
ii COVID-19 in 2021: The Potential Effect on Hospital Revenues, February 2021, https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2021/02/KH-2021-
COVID-Impact-Report_FINAL.pdf 
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