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President’s Message  

Weibo Cai, PhD, PhD, RPSC President 
 
Dear RPSC members, 
 
The RPSC and the SNMMI had a very successful year, and it is my great pleasure to 
lead the RPSC for the next year and continue this success. I am very thankful to the 
outgoing RPSC officers and board members who completed their terms at the 2017 
Annual Meeting in Denver, CO. They have all been great to work with and have provided 
effective leadership to our council. We also welcome several new officers/board 
members and an intern to ensure smooth transition of RPSC leadership. I am very 
excited about the upcoming year and would like to thank you all for your continued 
support and active participation in RPSC activities. Radiochemistry and radiopharmacy 
continue to be an indispensable part of SNMMI and we are very proud to represent this 
community.  
RPSC is the largest council of SNMMI, and our council membership has continued to 
increase for the last five years. I would like to thank all RPSC members for your support 

over the years, and we would like to continue this trend in the future. Please help us to recruit new members, and 
we always welcome young scientists to serve on committees and the RPSC Board positions.  
 
Working together with EANM is of utmost importance. I have been attending the EANM Annual Congress each 
year since 2011. Starting from 2016, I became an Observer of the EANM Translational Molecular Imaging 
Committee. In 2017, the Committee Chair Marion de Jong has also become an EANM Liaison to RPSC. Such 
interaction and exchange will undoubtedly promote future collaborations between the two committees and the two 
societies.  
 
The Annual Meeting in Denver was one of the best SNMMI Annual Meetings, and we are determined to continue 
this momentum and make the next Annual Meeting in Philadelphia an even greater success. RPSC has always 
been very active in organizing Categorical Sessions, Continuing Education Sessions, and Basic Sciences 
Summary Sessions at the Annual Meetings, and all of these sessions were very well attended this year. Session 
planning is already underway for the 2018 Annual Meeting in Philadelphia. If you have any suggestions for session 
topics or other programming ideas, we would love to hear from you.  
 
Each year, RPSC is responsible for several highly competitive and prestigious awards. We are proud to sponsor 
the Michael J. Welch Award which was presented to Jason S. Lewis, PhD, from the Memorial Sloan Kettering 
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Cancer Center. The 2017 Berson-Yalow Award, which honors investigators who submit the most original scientific 
abstracts and recognizes the use of competitive receptor-binding assays in vitro and/or in vivo, was presented to 
Hongjun Jin, PhD. The RPSC Young Investigator Award Symposium offers the chance for our rising stars to 
showcase their recent scientific achievements, and the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place recipients were Eszter Boros, 
Susanne Lutje, and Stephen Thompson, respectively. The 2017 Michael J. Welch Post-doctoral Travel Grant was 
presented to Lingyi Sun, PhD. Congratulations to all the winners for their excellent work! 
 
The scientific program of the 2017 Annual Meeting in Denver was a blast! RPSC is responsible for the Molecular 
Targeting Probes (MTP) Track, which was organized by the RPSC Immediate Past President, Xiaoyuan (Shawn) 
Chen, and myself. We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the sub-chairs (Frederick Chin, Michael Stabin, 
Carolyn Anderson, Zahi Fayad, Zhude Tu, Buck Rogers, and David Dick), the more than 70 abstract reviewers, 
and the session moderators. Significant time commitment was required and they all did a fantastic job to make all 
the sessions great successes! 
 
One of the greatest traditions of the SNMMI Annual Meeting is the RPSC-CMIIT co-sponsored poster-mixer, which 
was a huge success. I would like to thank all the RPSC and CMIIT board members for their tremendous effort in 
contacting potential sponsors, the sponsors for their generous support, and all of the participants for an incredible 
night of scientific discussion and social mingling. 
 
I am very thankful to Ana Hilton, our SNMMI staff person, for her diligent effort and hard work for our council. She 
keeps us informed and on track with our responsibilities. She also gives 110% effort to make all the RPSC events 
and meetings a success. Thank you Ana! 
 
I look forward to working with you in the coming year. See you all in Orlando, FL for the SNMMI Mid-Winter 
Meeting, January 25-28, 2018 and in Philadelphia, PA for the SNMMI Annual Meeting, June 23-27, 2018! 
 
 
Secretary Report 
 
Steven H. Liang RPSC Secretary 

Secretary’s Report: RPSC Council Business Meeting in Denver, Colorado (2017) 

Shawn Chen, PhD, RPSC President called the meeting to order on Saturday, June 10, 2017 at 5 PM. Dr. Chen 
presented outgoing board members with awards to recognize their contribution and service to the RPSC council. 
Weibo Cai, PhD, RPSC Vice President presented Dr. Chen with the RPSC President award. Steven Liang, PhD, 
RPSC Secretary called a motion to approve the previous RPSC Board meeting minutes on February 2, 2017. All 
board members approved the minutes. 

Dr. Chen next briefly reviewed the accomplishments of the past year and the new initiatives for the coming year, 
followed by board discussion of the following contents: 

RPSC Financials and Membership presented by Peter Scott, PhD, Treasurer: The council is in good standing 
and on track on spending and financial budget. The council currently has 515 full paid members and 1600 free 
in training members. The RPSC finance is steady and the council hopes to use poster mixer funds for a 2018 
RPSC retreat. 

Strategic Plan Discussion presented by Suzi Lapi, PhD, SNMMI Board Liaison: Every five years, the SNMMI 
reevaluates and strengthens its strategic plan.  Dr. Satoshi Minoshima proposed a new Value Initiative to look at 
nuclear medicine as a whole and emphasize the value of nuclear medicine. Dr. Lapi briefly discussed the six 
domains which fall under the new Value Initiative: 1. Quality of Practice; 2. Research, Discovery and R&D; 3.
 Workforce Pipeline; 4. Outreach; 5. Advocacy and 6. Organizational Strength and Stability. Alan 
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Packard, PhD noted there will be goals under each domain and each council and center should align their 
mission and goals to that of the new Value Initiative. 

2018 RPSC-Sponsored Sessions & Organizers presented by Dr. Chen. Dr. Chen nominated Weibo Cai, 
PhD, Serge Lyashchenko, PharmD and Micheal Nickels, PhD to organize the MWM sessions.  Dr. Chen noted 
the board should begin discussion of RPSC session topics & organizers for 2018 Annual Meeting.   Board 
members suggested a Categorical on imaging radio metals and imaging of the immune system.  Board members 
also suggested the following topic for CE sessions, during which Eszter Boros, PhD, Young Professional 
Committee noted the YPC would be interested in co-sponsoring the events.   

These tentative events include: 

• How to write a paper in collaboration with another council.   
• Scientific writing 
• grant writing  

 

Outgoing and new RPSC Interns 

Aileen Hoehne, PhD, RPSC Intern 2015-2017, noted she continues to work with Sally on the Qualified Training 
Program.  She is finalizing the outline and working on presentation for the modules. Dr. Chen, introduced the 
2017-2019 BIC Intern – Emily Ehlerding, BS, MS.  Ms. Ehlerding introduced herself and was welcomed to the 
board. Board member suggested a potential project for Ms. Ehlerding would be updating the RPSC wiki 
database.  For details about Emily, please see the corresponding section in this newsletter.   

Ge-68/Ga-68 Generator Discussion Group presented by David Dick, PhD, Vice President-elect: Neil Petry, 
PhD would like to form a group to discuss the Ge-68/Ga-68 Generator. Dr. Dick suggested the RPSC have 
discussions and frequent conference calls.  

Discussion of Revisions to RPSC Operating Procedures: Weibo Cai, PhD, Vice President discussed the status 
of the operating procedures.  The CoCC is still discussing certain language for the council and center operating 
procedure.  This language includes allowing one nominee run for two positions and having separate officer and 
board member elections.  The CoCC will be discussing the procedures further after the annual meeting.  Once 
the language has been approved, the councils can proceed with revisions.   

Michael J. Welch Post Doctorial Travel Grant: Board members suggested the language for the Michael J. 
Welch Post Doctorial Travel Grant be revised and provide clear language of the requirements.  Board members 
suggested that the applicant must be a post-doctoral and that the winner should be removed from the RPSC YIA.  

 
2017 Annual Meeting: RPSC-Sponsored Sessions and Events 
 
The Radiopharmaceutical Sciences Council (RPSC) was pleased to sponsor the following categorical session 
and continuing education sessions at the June 2017 SNMMI Annual Meeting in Denver, Colorado.  All of the 
sessions were well attended.   
 
Categorical Session: 

• Best Chemistry Practices to Support the Development of PET Drugs  
• Radiation Dose Optimization in Pediatric Nuclear Medicine  
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Continuing Education Sessions: 

 Radiopharmaceutical Sciences Council (RPSC) Young Investigator Award Symposium  
 Antibody and Antibody Drug Conjugate Molecular Imaging  
 Basic Science Summary Session One  
 Production of Beta and Alpha-Emitting Isotopes for Therapy 
 Targeted Alpha Radionuclide Therapy 
 Small Molecule and Bioconjugation PET Chemistry  
 Michael J. Welch Award and Lecture 

 
2017 RPSC/CMIIT Poster Mixer!   
 
The RPSC and the Center for Molecular Imaging Innovation and Translation (CMIIT) co-sponsored the highly 
popular Poster Mixer Event at the SNMMI Annual Meeting in Denver, CO.  The Poster Mixer provides attendees 
the opportunity to view more than 1,100 scientific posters, enjoy refreshments, and network with professional 
colleagues. 
 

 
A big thank you goes out to our wonderful sponsors! 
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Congratulations RPSC 2017 Award Winners! 

Michael J. Welch, PhD, Award 
 

 
This year's award recipient is Jason Lewis, PhD of the 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.  Dr. Lewis 
presented "Antibody Theranostics – The Past, The 
Present and [Maybe] the Future? ” during the Michael J. 
Welch, PhD, Award Session at the 2017 SNMMI Annual 
Meeting in Denver, CO.  Congratulations Dr. Lewis! 
 
 
 
 
 
(From left to right: Shawn Chen, PhD, RPSC Immediate Past 
President, Jason Lewis, PhD, Carolyn Anderson, PhD and 
Suzanne Lapi, PhD). 
 
 

 
 
 
Michael J. Welch, PhD, Postdoctoral Travel Grant Award 
 
Congratulations to Lingyi Sun, PhD, of the University of Pittsburgh for her winning abstract entitled, “Rapid 
Heterodimer Linker Optimization via Photo-Triggered Copper-Free Click Chemistry.” Congratulations Dr. Sun! 
 
 
 
Berson-Yalow Award  
 

Congratulations to Hongjun Jin, PhD. for the winning 
abstract entitled, “A promising I-123 labeled radioligand 
for imaging neuroinflammation response by assessment 
P2X7 receptor expression”  
 
Dr. Jin is currently an Instructor of Radiology, 
Washington University School of Medicine.  His 
research focuses on biochemically characterization of 
radiotracers for oncology molecular imaging.   
 
 
Shawn Chen, PhD, RPSC Immediate Past President presents 
Dr. Jin with the Berson-Yalow Award  
 
 

 
 
Young Investigator Awards (YIAs) 
 
The RPSC YIAs are reserved for the best scientific abstracts on radiopharmaceutical chemistry in nuclear 
medicine by young investigators.  These awards were presented during the 2017 SNMMI Annual Meeting.   
 
Congratulations to the following YIA winners pictured below with Shawn Chen, PhD, RPSC Immediate Past 
President. 
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1st Place Winner: Eszter Boros 
 
 

 
               
            
 
 
 
              2nd Place Winner: Susanne Lutje   3rd Place Winner: Stephen Thompson 
    

 
   

 
Learn more about the RPSC Young Investigator Awards HERE 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.snmmi.org/Membership/Content.aspx?ItemNumber=5849&navItemNumber=10553
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Quality Systems Personnel Training Program 
 
 
Sally Schwarz, MS, RPh, BCNP, FAPhA 

 
As the Past President of the SNMMI, I am continuing to work on the project I initiated 
while I was President Elect, the Quality Systems Personnel Training Program (QSPTP).  
There is a need to educate and cross train individuals with a pharmacy or 
radiochemistry background in production and release of radiopharmaceuticals. The 
manufacture of radiopharmaceuticals is increasing and is dependent on skilled 
personnel trained in multiple disciplines.  The training will cover SPECT, PET and 
therapeutic radiopharmaceuticals.  Currently there is a lack of educational programs to 
do this type of training.   
 
This program will provide theoretical knowledge and practical experience needed to 
assume responsibility for the small-scale manufacture, quality control and release of 
radiopharmaceuticals.  Specific areas of training include principles and practice of 

aseptic training and media fill testing, good manufacturing practice (GMP) requirements—including FDA Part 
211, Part 212 and USP requirements associated with radiopharmaceutical manufacture and release, how to file 
investigational new drug applications (IND), new drug and abbreviated new drug applications (NDA and ANDA), 
manufacturing and quality assurance of radiopharmaceuticals, synthesis and pharmaceutical formulation of 
radiopharmaceuticals, dosimetry, physics and clinical applications. The program will be applicable for both for 
academic and commercial settings.  There will also be a 4-6 week hands on rotation at a PET facility, licensed 
by the FDA to produce PET drugs, to train in the use of instrumentation used in release of manufactured 
radiopharmaceuticals. The instrumentation will include the use of GC, HPLC, TLC and dose calibrators for 
gamma, beta and alpha emitting measurements. 
 
There is an SNMMI QSPTP Committee including nuclear pharmacists, radiochemists and physicists.  We have 
developed outlines for the courses, and are now in process of developing detailed outlines that will be used as 
the basis for modular lectures for each of the courses.  There are a total of 107 planned didactic hours of 
training.  The modules will be available on line through the SNMMI.  Ann Latham, SNMMI Education 
Department, has been working with the Committee to assist in the format and preparation of the modules for the 
web based learning.   
At completion of the training program, a certificate will be issued after passing an exam, which may be 
administered by the American Board of the Society of Nuclear Medicine (ABSNM). 
 
I feel that this program will provide a new type of training that will allow web based didactic training combined 
with the hands-on portion of the training, which will allow translation of the theory to actual use of the equipment, 
including calibrations, system suitability suitability and trouble shooting.  
 
I look forward to the launch by the end of 2017 or early 2018.   
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2017 RPSC Board of Directors Elections 
 

Congratulations to the newly elected Officers and Board Members! 
 
              

     Peter Scott, PhD          Amy Vavere, PhD 
        Vice President – Elect               Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael L. Nickels, PhD    Svetlana V. Selivanova, PhD 
        Board Member             Board Member 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2017-2019 RPSC Intern 
 

The SNMMI Internship Program was established in 2008 with the aim “to identify 
and train future leaders of SNMMI in the structure, governance, and operations of 
the organization; to prepare individuals for progressive levels of responsibility; to 
ensure effective leadership that advances the mission and goals of the 
organization”. 

The 2017-2019 RPSC Intern is Emily Ehlerding, BS, MS.  Emily is from Decatur, 
IN, and received her B.S. in chemistry and physics from Manchester University in 
North Manchester, IN. She is currently starting her fourth year of graduate school at 
the University of Wisconsin – Madison in the medical physics department. Her 

research involves the development of new antibody-based PET tracers for imaging of immunotherapy targets 



RPSC Newsletter – Fall 2017 Page 10 
 

with Dr. Weibo Cai. Outside of lab, she enjoys running, ultimate Frisbee, and performing physics demonstrations 
for young students.  Her mentor will be Steven Liang, PhD  

 
 
RCPWiki – The RadioChemical & Pharmaceutical Wiki 
 
In June, SNMMI, Radiopharmaceutical Sciences Committee (RPSC), and the Clinical Trials Network (CTN) 
launched the RCPWiki.  This ‘wiki’ is an opportunity to share expertise within the field and to develop and optimize 
protocols, in the form of a continuously updated, crowd-sourced repository of Nuclear Medicine knowledge. 
Essentially, the RCPWiki is an asynchronous electronic discussion. Following a simple application and approval 
process (see “How to WIX wiki”), anyone can add pages and edit existing ones. 
 
The RCPWiki is broken down into distinct sections for basic scientific methods, radiochemistry research, and 
radiopharmaceutical preparation. Within these there will be clear subsections for each approach or radiochemical. 
We anticipate that the major sections in terms of content will be the methods and notes sections, where information 
that is often not recorded in manuscripts will be shared. There will also be links to papers, book chapters, 
databases and websites. While the RCPWiki coordinators are working closely with the Clinical Trials Network 
(CTN), the RCPWiki will be distinct from the CTN in that it is not a database, but rather a continually updated 
source of techniques and protocols. The Molecular Imaging and Contrast Agent Database (MICAD) demonstrated 
how useful a database of imaging agents could be. The RCPWiki is supported by the SNMMI for its membership 
and its content but will be crowd-sourced from practitioners in our field, ensuring its continued relevance, topicality 
and potential breadth of application. 
 
The RCPWiki is being managed by Jason Dearling, PhD and Michael Haka, PhD, and CTN Staff.  Check out the 
page at http://www.rcpwiki.snmmi.org/.  If you are interested in contributing to the RCPWiki, please email Shyanne 
Mortimer (smortimer@snmmi.org) or Jason Dearling at rcp@rcpwiki.snmmi.org   
 
 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date! 

The 2018 Mid-Winter Meeting 

Hilton Orlando Lake Buena Vista in Orlando, FL 

January 25-28 

 

The 2018 Annual Meeting 

Philadelphia, PA 

http://www.rcpwiki.snmmi.org/
file://Webdrive/Leadership%20Library/Councils/Radiopharmaceutical%20Sciences%20Council/Newsletter/2016/Fall%202016%20Newsletter/smortimer@snmmi.org
mailto:rcp@rcpwiki.snmmi.org
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June 23-27 

 

 

 

Please visit the RPSC website for more information on the RPSC and upcoming events.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

http://www.snmmi.org/Council.aspx?ItemNumber=6561&navItemNumber=10553
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