
ACNM visits Capitol Hill 

 

On April 27, 2015, leadership from ACNM and SNMMI participated in our annual Capitol Hill 

Day in Washington, DC. Participants met with 62 congressional representatives from 20 states to 

discuss two key issues currently affecting nuclear medicine.  

 

Erica Cohen, DO    

Chair, Government Relations and Advocacy Committee 

                       

 We continue to ask for Congress to ensure a reliable domestic supply of Mo-99. Part of 

the AMIPA (American Medical Isotopes Production Act) which passed in 2011 mandated that 

industry convert its technology from highly-enriched uranium (HEU) to non-HEU. This has 

created additional regulatory and financial hurdles in building a reliable source of Mo-99 and is a 

time sensitive issue due to the impending closure of the Canadian reactor. Congress must use 

their oversight of the NNSA (National Nuclear Security Administration) to ensure that we are 

prepared with a domestic supply of isotope. 

   

 We also ask Congress to encourage CMS to ensure appropriate reimbursement for 

diagnostic radiopharmaceuticals. CMS sets Medicare hospital payment rates for nuclear 

medicine procedures and drugs, and in many cases, the reimbursements do not cover provider 

cost. CMS has packed all radiopharmaceuticals into a single payment called an APC (ambulatory 

payment classification). To account for differences in cost of a few key expensive radiotracers, 

we are asking CMS to create a radiopharmaceutical APC separate from the procedural APC, and 

to include this proposal in the 2016 HOPPS proposed rule for commentary.  

Participating ACNM leadership included Chair of the Joint SNMMI-ACNM Government 

Relations Committee Dr. Munir Ghesani, Chair of ACNM Government Relations Committee Dr. 

Erica Cohen, ACNM Treasurer Dr. Erin Grady, ACNM Board Member Dr. Simin Dadparvar, 

and ACNM Board Member Dr. Alan Klitzke. 

 

Capitol Hill Day occurs every spring and is open to all ACNM Membership. Please contact Dr. 

Erica Cohen (Erica.cohen@va.gov) or SNMMI Staff Jesse Schoolnik (jschoolnik@snmmi.org) 

for more information. 
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