
National PTA 

History

A History of National PTA

Common Threads 
of PTA



National PTA History – Overview

 Legacy:

– To remind our nation of its obligation to children

– To provide resources and information to parents, 
educators, and the community

 Mission: Unwavering in intent for more than 100 years

To make every child's potential a reality by engaging and 
empowering families and communities to advocate for all 

children

 Advocacy: Success in the passage of necessary laws



National PTA History – Founders

1897 – National Congress of 
Mothers founded by:

 Alice McLellan Birney

Teacher and widow with 
two children

 Phoebe Apperson Hearst

Mother of publishing giant 
William Randolph Hearst



National PTA History – Founders

 Selena Sloan Butler
– African-American teacher and child 

advocate in Georgia

– Recognized and honored as one of the 
founders of our association

1926
 Founded the National Congress of Colored 

Parents and Teachers (NCCPT)

 Admitted all who cared to work for the 
“betterment of child life”



Early Years – Why PTA Was Organized

 Founders’ Dream

Change the minds of parents, the public, and the 
government in order to improve the lives of children

 Societal Challenges 

 Women did not have the 
right to vote

 Discrimination was 
condoned

PTA established an 
association that 
welcomed all members 
regardless of color, creed, 
or condition





February 17, 1897

 First meeting of the 
National Congress of 
Mothers in 
Washington, D.C.

 More than 2000 
attended

The Early Years

Handwritten minutes from the first meeting in 1897



News spread of this new Congress and its mission, and soon their 
voices were heard all across the country.



The Early Years

 Original Concerns

– Health issues

– Sanitary conditions

– Infants and youth

 First Parent Education

Instruction, such as the 
“Cradle Lesson,” helped 
teach about health and 
sanitation



The Early Years

Early years were busy 
ones …

 Chartering state 
associations

 Building a network of 
mothers throughout 
the nation who 
believed in the cause





PTA advocated for the 
establishment of a separate 
juvenile justice system so 
children would not be tried 
and incarcerated as adults.

This advocacy created the 
basis of our juvenile justice 
system today.

1900-1909

Separate Juvenile Justice System



Child Labor Laws 

As the USA became industrialized, 
child labor became a growing 
concern.

PTA advocated for Child Labor Laws 
to protect children against unsafe 
working practices and conditions.

1900-1909



1900-1909

In 1900, President Theodore Roosevelt chaired the PTA Advisory 
Council of Fathers.  He was the chair until his death in 1919. 



PTA called for the 
formation of 

Parents’ Clubs, 
which became the 

first local PTAs.

1900-1909



1900-1909

 1906 – The first issue of the 
National Congress of Mothers 
Magazine was published.

 Today, this magazine is Our 
Children.

2006 – The magazine 
celebrated 100 years in 
publication.



1900-1909

1908 – Delegates to the National Congress 
convention voted to change the name of the 

organization to the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations.



1908 – The national 
convention included the 
first International Congress 
on the Welfare of the Child.

PTA members have always 
believed every child 
deserved the opportunity 
to develop physically, 
mentally, and spiritually.

1900-1909





1910-1919

1910 – By this time, more 
than half of the population 
lived in cities and towns.

PTA continued to show 
concern for child medical 
care and hygiene to 
reduce infant mortality 
rates.

Membership:  20,103 in 20 state branches



1910-1919

 Still commemorated by 
PTAs across the country 
today

 Early ceremonies 
included planting trees 
(represented in the 
early logo)

1910 – Convention delegates passed a motion to 
observe and celebrate Founders Day on February 17



PTA believes in the importance 
of early childhood education.  

1911 – The national 
convention included Second 
International Congress on 
the Welfare of the Child, 
where work began to make 
kindergarten part of the 
public school system.

1910-1919



1915 – Convention 
delegates recommended 
schools provide practical 
education for 
motherhood and 
homemaking.

1910-1919

Membership:  59,852 in 33 state branches



 Sex education taught to 
children before they reached 
puberty

 Construction of fire escapes 
and automatic sprinklers in 
schools

 Expansion of juvenile offender 
rehabilitation programs

 Establishment of an effective 
method to monitor and censor 
motion pictures

1910-1919

1916 –PTA advocated for:



 Celebrated 20 years in 

existence

 Established a service club for 

enlisted men in Philadelphia 

and planted victory gardens

1910-1919

1917 – The United States entered World War, and PTA 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/37mm-gun-dieffmatten-19180626.gif
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/37mm-gun-dieffmatten-19180626.gif


Due to the teacher 
shortage after the war, 
mothers gave lessons 
at home.

1910-1919

Membership: 122,250 (more than double the 1915 figure)





1920-1929

Decline of the war years

 The Roaring ‘20s were born – a decade of perceived 
decadence

 PTA’s response

– Encouraged greater 

moral and spiritual 

education

– Provided reviews of moving pictures

– Began the first “Drive Safely” campaigns

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/26/StateLibQld_1_131355_Flapper_in_a_1929_Chrysler_75_roadster.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/26/StateLibQld_1_131355_Flapper_in_a_1929_Chrysler_75_roadster.jpg


1920-1929

PTA was growing in numbers and influence.

 1920 – Membership increased to 189,282 in 37 state 
branches

 1922 – Adopted the oak tree as the official emblem

 1924 – Became the National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers

 1925 – Membership equaled 875,240 in 48 state 
branches (increase of more than half a million since 
1920)



1920-1929

1921 – Sheppard-Towner Act

 Response to the lack of medical care for women and 
children

 First federally funded healthcare program to reduce 
infant and maternal mortality and morbidity by 
establishing prenatal healthcare centers

PTA was an active advocate for these measures.



1920-1929

 Nationwide Children’s Health 
Project created by PTA and the U.S. 
Bureau of Education

– Educated parents about 
preventative health care

– Provided examinations by a doctor 
and a dentist for all registered first 
graders

1925 – Summer Round Up Program introduced



1920-1929

It provided needed 
support and resources 
to many families in 
states with sanctioned
segregated schools.

1926 – Selena Sloan Butler founded the 
National Congress of Colored Parents and 
Teachers.



1920-1929

1928 – Convention theme was the “Sevenfold Program 
of Home and School”

 Sound health  Ethical character

 Vocational effectiveness  Worthy home membership

 The wise use of leisure  Useful citizenship

 Mastery of the tools and 
techniques of learning



1920-1929

1929 – Stock market crashed

 Many schools closed

 Unemployment rate soared

– More than four million 
people were out of work

– Depression threatened to 
undo the gains PTA had 
made in child labor laws and 
health initiatives





1930-1939

1930 – Malnutrition became 
a concern for all

 PTA focused its attention and 
resources on Nutrition and 
Emergency Services.

 Local PTAs served as clearing 
houses for food supplies for 
starving families.

Membership:  1,481,105 in 49 state branches



1930-1939

Unemployment = Inability to pay property taxes = School 
closings

 National PTA report, Our Public Schools, 
outlined the issues of the American 
school system.

 PTA advocated for federal aid 
to be used to

– Reopen closed schools

– Provide school lunch programs for needy children



1930-1939

1931 – The National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers 
adopted a resolution calling for opportunities for African 

Americans to assume leadership positions as superintendents, 
assistant superintendents, and board members in segregated 

school districts.



1930-1939

1938 – PTA 

 Supported a full 12 years of 
education for all children 

 Became an official co-
sponsor of American 
Education Week (still 
honored today)



1930-1939

1939 – PTA membership 
reached an all-time high, 
growing from 100,000 in 
1919 to 2,300,000





1940-1949

The demand for war materials in 
Europe shifted the U.S. economy 
into production, eventually 
ending unemployment.  

National PTA reminded 
legislators to maintain and 
increase federal aid to education 
and child services so that they 
were not overlooked due to the 
increase in military production.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/98/12th-bomb-group-world-warII-3.jpg
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1940-1949

During the war years, the PTA

 Established War Emergency 
Committees

 Organized paper and scrap 
drives

 Created “safe houses” where 
children could find refuge in 
case of attack



1940-1949

 1941 – PTA began 
advocating for a school 
lunch program.

 1946 – Legislation for a 
permanent federal 
school lunch program 
was enacted.

Today, this program feeds more than 31 million children each day.



1940-1949

1945

 National convention 
slogan was “All Children 
Are Our Children.”

 Eleanor Roosevelt gave the 
convention address.

Membership: 3,487,138 in 50 state branches



1940-1949

National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers 
(NCCPT) provided:

 First aid instruction

 Salvage drives

 War bond purchases

1945 – The NCCPT  initiated a 
series of interracial 
workshops to improve 
relations between the races.



1940-1949

1945 – National PTA 
was a consultant to 
the U.S. delegation 
when the United 
Nations was founded.





1950-1959

Thanks to the baby boomers, there was growth in 
suburbia. 

 Period of tremendous economic growth and technological 
advances

 Time in which parents sought to provide their children with a 
life of comfort and opportunity that had not been attained in 
previous generations

PTA membership soared!



1950-1959

1950 – Mid-Century White House Conference on Children and 
Youth

 Emphasized mental health

 Included participants such as the Presidents of National Congress of 
Colored Parents and Teachers and National PTA

 Adopted 17-part “Pledge to Children”

 Identified PTA as 

– One of 464 national organizations and agencies to participate 

– “The organization to stand at the front in carrying out the plans and 
pledges of the conference”

Membership:  6,167,079



1950-1959

National PTA Headquarters

 1950 – Purchased site in 
Chicago on Rush Street

 1953 – Laid cornerstone

 1955 – Dedicated building

National PTA remained there until 1993, when it moved to the 
IBM building in Chicago.



1950-1959

 1952 – PTA began working to 
educate the public about polio 
(57,628 cases in the U.S.).

 1954 – PTA worked with March 
of Dimes, Red Cross, and 
American Medical Association 
to implement a nationwide 
polio vaccination program.

Local PTA members volunteered to help 
administer the polio vaccine to 1.8 
million children.



1950-1959

 Developed cooperative 
partnerships with medical/health 
organizations

 Educated members about other 
immunizations (tetanus, 
diphtheria, smallpox) 

 Worked to pass regulations 
requiring fluoride treatment of 
water to prevent dental problems

PTA continued to work to improve children’s health throughout 
the 1950s.



1950-1959

1954 – Brown vs. 
Board of Education 
decision declared 
school segregation 
unconstitutional, 
changing the face of 
public education.



1950-1959

Desegregation

Before the Brown vs. Board of 
Education decision …

National PTA and the NCCPT 
worked parallel to each other, 
not as one organization.

After the Brown vs. Board of 
Education decision …

National PTA and the NCCPT
held their convention in 
conjunction with one another.

“The National Congress of Mothers, irrespective of creed, color, 
or condition, stands for all parenthood, childhood, homehood.  
Its platform is the universe; its organization, the human race.”  

-- Alice Birney, 1898



1950-1959

Separate units began to 
dissolve …

… and unite as one entity 
to work for children.



 1956 – National PTA established the 
European Congress of American 
Parents, Teachers, and Students. 

Served the needs of school-aged American 
dependents of military personnel attending 
schools overseas

 1957 – After the Soviet launch of 
Sputnik, PTA worked to aid the U.S. 
Congress in passing the National 
Defense Education Act to close the 
science gap.

1950-1959





1960-1969

1960s – A time of change, including war, scandal, 
assassinations and strife

 Fear of nuclear holocaust

 Change to younger leadership

 Development and use of new 
technology

 Achievement of landing a man 
on the moon



1960-1969

1960 – PTA reached 11,926,552 in members.



1960-1969

1961 – National Congress of 
Colored Parents and 
Teachers celebrated its 35th

year with the publication of 
the Coral Anniversary 
History, which detailed the 
history of the congress. 

Thelma S. Morris
President

National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers
1961-1964



1960-1969

 PTA magazine changed from 
National Parent-Teacher  to PTA 
Magazine

 Film, Where Children Come First,
disseminated PTA story and values

 Automotive safety filmstrip, One to 
Grow On, produced

 “Drive Safely” billboard campaign 
addressed education and awareness 

1961 – The PTA goals were to increase communication and 
child safety.



1960-1969

1962 – The world was changing with the Cold War, the 
Berlin Wall, and the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Convention delegates adopted 
resolutions on 

 Education on communism

 Reducing number of school 
dropouts

 Action for better quality in 
motion pictures and their 
advertising



1960-1969

1964

 Theme was unity: “Aspiring for 
One World”

 Resolutions supported educating 
youth on hazards of smoking, 
efforts to assure equal 
opportunity for all children, and 
strengthening programs to 
combat venereal disease

PTA units were encouraged to 
educate children on the health 
hazards of cigarette smoking.

Parents, preteens, and teens were 
enlisted in a prevention campaign.



1960-1969

1965 

 Adopted resolutions on the rights of citizens, 
financial support of the public schools, 
control of stimulant and depressant drugs, 
and moral responsibility of the mass media

 Published leaflet: Extremist Groups: A Clear 
and Present Danger to Freedom and 
Democracy

Membership:  11,992,726



1960-1969

1966 

 The terms “PTA” and “Parent-
Teacher Association” were 
registered as service marks with the 
U.S. government.

 National PTA and National Congress 
of Colored Parents and Teachers 
began formal talks about 
unification.



1960-1969

PTA worked for years to change the 
juvenile court system from one that 
punished youngsters as though they 
were adults to one that protected and 
rehabilitated them.

 1964-1966 – Co-sponsored four 
conferences with the National Council of 
Juvenile Court Judges

 1967 – Published Judicial Concern for 
Children in Trouble 



1960-1969

1969 – Reflections program 
initiated

 Mary Lou Anderson, then the 
Colorado PTA President, created 
the arts achievement program 
called Reflections.

 Nearly half a million students 
participate in the Reflections
program each year.





1970-1979

1970s – Increasing political unrest and uncertainty
 Vietnam War with 400,000 American troops in place

 Watergate scandal and the first resignation of a U.S. President

 American education system under scrutiny with mounting 
criticism, with public schools judged to be in crisis

 Baby boom ended, and number of school-aged children and 
PTA membership declined

 Economy uncertain with double-digit inflation, with more 
mothers required to work and the divorce rate increasing



1970-1979

June 22, 1970 

8:00 p.m.

Grand Ballroom of the 
American Hotel 

Atlanta, Georgia

The National PTA and National 
Congress of Colored Parents 
and Teachers issued a 
Declaration of Unification. 

National PTA changed forever!



1970-1979

“I have a dream that the National Congress of Parents and Teachers will 
be the greatest organization on Earth and that all children will be 

sheltered by its objectives. Unless we can look into the face of a little child 
and say, ‘I believe that a child is capable of something better than what he 
is doing now,’ there is no hope for the child and in his ability to work out a 

safe democracy for the future. I believe that the Parent-Teacher 
Association makes possible a cooperation of all patriotic people.  

I believe that such cooperation is coming.  I believe that I can make it 
come.

This is my dream.”

-- Clara Gay, outgoing president of the National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers



1970-1979

“Now our finest hour has come.  It is here.  It is now … At long last we have 
overcome the barriers and surmounted the obstacles that kept us apart.  We 

have overcome, and we have come together to become one.  From the 
indissoluble union created at this hour will come a great infusion of strength 
and aspiration, a great renewal of purpose and dedication and commitment.  
This single National PTA established at this hour, here and now, will be a new 

entity imbued with newborn vigor and powered with fresh creativity .…

Our challenge now is to move above and beyond our separate, divisive 
experiences and build a shared experience, the experience of working together 
not as black persons and white persons, but as human beings – human beings  
intent on building a society that cares deeply for all its children, whoever and 

whatever they are.”

-- Pearl Price, National PTA President



1970-1979

Despite riots in some areas 
because of racial tension, 
integration proceeded 
effectively enough to see many 
local units of the National 
Congress of Colored Parents and 
Teachers merge with local PTA 
units.



1970-1979

1971

 Bylaws were revised to include youth 
representation on the national board

“Students are to be considered full 
and equal members of their PTA or 

PTSA – there are no special dues, no 
special categories for student 

membership.”

 National PTA published PTSA: How to 
Put S in Your PTA



1970-1979

1972

National PTA turned 75!



1970-1979

PTA tackled health and environmental issues.

 1972
– Began alcohol education to teach about responsible use/nonuse of 

alcoholic beverages and to build awareness of the consequences

– Fought for a federal comprehensive school health education bill

– Worked to raise awareness of the need for coordinated curriculums 
and health services in schools

 1974
– Achieved passage of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 

giving parents access to their children’s school records and the right to 
correct/challenge them, if necessary



1970-1979

1976 – PTA investigated the 
issues of an increase in TV 
violence, depiction of women 
on TV, and effects on children.

Findings included:
 The desensitization to violence

 The presentation of racial and 
sexual stereotypes

 The need for parental 
supervision of their children’s 
viewing habits

National PTA’s efforts gained national 
attention.



1970-1979

1977-1979 – Urban Education Project 
Addressed quality of life in the inner city of large urban areas 
and identified crucial problems confronting urban schools

1. Inadequate funding for public education
2. Lack of parental involvement
3. Poor student academic performance
4. Inability of schools to meet the diverse needs of students
5. General and youth unemployment
6. Negative public perception of public education
7. Financial overburden of urban school districts
8. Violence in schools and communities
9. Tie between classroom discipline and teacher preparation



1970-1979

1979 – Urban Education Project 
Culminated in a national conference: “PTA Challenges 
the Nation’s Leaders: What Can We Do for Our Schools?”
 Raised awareness of urban schools’ conditions 
 Proposed three models

1. Develop alternatives to the unequal property tax base 
to achieve more stable school finances

2. Empower parents by increased participation in school, 
community, and family settings

3. Develop strategies to increase young people’s job 
opportunities





1980-1989

Call to Advocacy

When the Reagan administration sought massive cuts in 
federal school lunch and child nutrition programs as well as 
severe cutbacks in other programs aiding education and 
children, PTA made its voice heard.

 PTA went on record opposing all legislation that 
disproportionately affected children.

 PTA spoke as the voice of the school parents and was 
successful in preventing some of the more crippling proposals 
from being enacted.



1980-1989

1980
 Comprehensive School/Community Health 

Education Project 
– Sponsored conferences  and forums to create 

awareness of the Comprehensive School/Community 
Health Education Project and to allow students to 
exchange ideas on important health topics

– Resulted in training modules for state PTAs

 Food and Nutrition Project
– Funded by USDA to improve education programs in 

local schools and nutritional value of school meals



1980-1989

1982 – First Lady Nancy 
Reagan addressed the 
National PTA Legislative 
Conference in Washington 
D.C.

 Spoke about White House 
drug awareness program 
and national drug policy

 Introduced her “Just Say 
No” initiative

First Lady Nancy Reagan with National 
PTA President Mary Ann Leverage



1980-1989

19 83 – U. S. Department of Education 
issued a report, A Nation At Risk, 
which depicted public schools as 
“drowning in a rising tide of 
mediocrity.”

 Caused Americans to question the 
effectiveness of public education

 Created public concern and passionate 
debates

 Diverted funding to private schools



1980-1989

1984 – Looking In On Your School 
Project

 PTA’s response to A Nation at 
Risk

 Designed to promote teamwork 
among parents, principals, 
teachers, and students to 
improve the public schools in 
their community

Membership: More than 5,400,000



1980-1989

1986 – Big City Project

 Increased parent involvement in urban school districts by 
strengthening PTA councils

 Piloted PTA Councils in Milwaukee, San Diego,  Miami, and 
San Francisco

– Received grants, technical support, and media coverage geared 
to generate interest among schools wanting to become PTAs or 
reactivate membership

– Became models for other big city PTA councils on how to have 
greater parent commitment in their children’s school



1980-1989

1987 – 90th anniversary 

 PTA produced Leading Children to Self Esteem, 
a guide for parents, and Mirrors: A Film About 
Self-Esteem, which won three awards for 
excellence

 PTA focused on HIV/AIDS 

– Encouraged local PTA leaders to get HIV/AIDS 
education into schools

– Partnered with the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) for continued expansion 
of AIDS Education Project and dissemination of 
information to local PTA units



1980-1989

PTA called for members to reach out to 
people of diverse backgrounds.

 Began translating publications into 
Spanish 

 Placed articles on parent involvement in 
Spanish-language newspapers

 Produced the brochure: What to Tell Your 
Child About Prejudice and Discrimination 
with the Anti-Defamation League to help 
parents teach children the critical 
importance of respecting all people





1990-1999

1990s
 Technology brought advancement and concerns

– Educational opportunities increased through 
computers, communications, World Wide Web, 
the Internet, distance learning, teleconferencing

– Risks to children increased with open access to 
information, both good and bad

 Soviet Union/Communism fell

 New threats within the U.S.

– Tragedy struck in New York, Waco, and Oklahoma



1990-1999

1990s – Parent involvement in focus

 The idea of parental involvement began to draw attention not only 
with parents, but also with educators, business leaders, and policy 
makers.

 Multiple studies confirmed that one definitive way to dramatically 
improve children’s learning was for parents to devote more 
attention to what was being done in schools.

 Newsweek Magazine and the Chrysler Corporation cooperated with 
the PTA in conducting a national survey to determine the level of 
parent involvement in American education.



57% Parents are the most influential figure in their child’s learning

69% They discuss school topics with their children

36% They help with homework

34% They were very familiar (11% were extremely familiar) with the curriculum in 
their children’s schools

58% Their children’s school strongly encouraged them to get involved

72% They lack time to get involved in parent groups (66% cited work schedules as 
the cause)

42% They used vacation time from work to attend school conferences or activities

Survey Results
Parents of children in grades K-12 responded:

1990-1999



1990-1999

1991 – President 
Bush signed a 

resolution 
designating February 
17-23 as National PTA 

Week. 

Membership: More than 7,000,000



1990-1999

 1991 – PTA and JCPenney produced and distributed more 
than 750,000 copies of The Busy Parent’s Guide to 
Involvement in Education.

 1992 – Parent Involvement Summit 
– Twenty-eight education/child-centered organizations met to discuss 

what each could do to encourage greater parent involvement

– A letter was drafted to President Clinton, stating, “While parent 
involvement alone cannot remedy the problems with education, none 
of the other solutions is likely to attain maximum success without the 
active participation of parents and family.”

This helped strengthen the case for including a parent involvement 
amendment among the National Education Goals (Goal 8).



1990-1999

1995 – National PTA 
launched its first website 
at www.pta.org.  

Today, PTA's website 
attracts more than three 
million unique visitors a 

year.



1990-1999

1995 – 25th anniversary 
of the Reflections 
program

Nearly half a million 
students participate in PTA’s 

Reflections program each 
year.



1990-1999

Parent Involvement 

1996 – Ebony/National PTA Guide to 
Student Excellence

 Video and guide for African-American 
parents to help their children increase 
academic readiness, self-esteem, and 
ethnic pride

 Included interviews with Maya Angelou 
and Marian Wright Edelman, President 
of the Children’s Defense Fund



1990-1999

1997 – National PTA celebrated its centennial!



1990-1999

1998 – Published the first National 
Standards for Parent/Family 
Involvement Programs

 Established a foundation for 
engaging parents, increasing student 
achievement, and building 
successful school partnerships

 Used to define “parent 
involvement” in the No Child Left 
Behind Act



1990-1999

Advocacy Achievements
 1990 – Children’s Television Act
 1990 – Clean Air Act 
 1990 – Americans with Disabilities Act
 1993 – Family and Medical Leave Act
 1994 – Goals 2000: Educate America Act (Goal 8):

“By the year 2000, every school will promote partnerships that will 
increase parental involvement and participation in promoting the 

social, emotional, and academic growth of children.”
 1996 – FCC minimum standard for children’s educational 

programming
 1998 – FCC TV rating system with content codes





2000-2009

The New Millennium

Important issues:

 National security

 No Child Left Behind

 Digital divide

 Safe communities/safe 
schools

 Healthy lifestyles

2001 - New tagline adopted.



2000-2009

2000 – National PTA published 
“the” book on parental 
involvement, Building 
Successful Partnerships.

 Based on the six national 
standards

 Provided a blueprint for 
developing successful parental 
involvement programs that 
work



2000-2009

2002 – Launched the Parent 
Involvement Schools of 
Excellence Certification Program

 Recognized schools with 
outstanding parent 
involvement practices

 Re-established in 2013



2000-2009

2002 – Hispanic Initiative

 Increased translation efforts on parenting resources, including 
national advertising and its website

 Launched Hispanic 
Initiative in three pilot 
states to identify and 
mentor Hispanic 
leaders within the 
association



2000-2009

2003 – National PTA and 
The Ad Council launched 
nationwide Public 
Service Announcements 
(PSAs) in English and 
Spanish to increase 
awareness of the need 
and benefits of parent 
involvement.



2000-2009

 Less than three cents of every federal 
dollar went to education funding.

 PTA enacted the Five Cents Makes 
Sense Campaign to lobby Congress 
for five cents of every dollar to fully 
fund all educational programs for our 
public schools.

2003 – Five Cents Makes Cents Campaign



2000-2009

2006 – Rescue Recess Campaign

PTA joined with leading advocacy groups and 
Cartoon Network to support the Rescue Recess 
Campaign to address the obesity crisis.



2000-2009

The landscape of our public 
schools changed. 

A congressionally mandated 
report, The Condition of 
Education, stated that minority 
students comprised 42% of our 
nation’s public school enrollment, 
a 22% increase from three 
decades ago.



2000-2009

2006 – The first Emerging Minority Leaders Conference was held.
 Designed to respond to growing diversity in public schools and 

communities and to help PTA serve all children and families 
 Enabled participants to strengthen their leadership skills and 

engage in networking opportunities



2000-2009

2008 – PTA began 
distributing materials to 
local leaders in PTA 
Back-to-School Kits



2000-2009

June 2009 – Charles J. 
“Chuck” Saylors was 
installed as the first male 
National PTA President.





2010 – Present

March 2010 – First Lady 
Michelle Obama spoke at 
the National PTA 
Legislative Conference and 
introduced her “Let’s 
Move” initiative.



2010 – The Puerto Rico 
PTA became the 55th 
congress of National 
PTA.

2010 – Present



2010 – Present

2010 – PTA received a one-
million-dollar grant from the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation to 
educate families on the Common 
Core State Standards.

2011 – PTA released Parent 
Guides on the Common Core 
State Standards for English and 
math, grades K–12, in English and 
Spanish.



2010 – National PTA 
moved its headquarters 
from Chicago to 
Alexandria, Virginia.

2012 – National PTA 
launched Our Home-Our 
Legacy-Our Future to 
preserve the rich history 
of PTA.

2010 – Present



2011 Encouraged anti-bullying discussions in 
communities with its Connect for Respect
initiative

2013 Introduced PTA Family Reading Experience, 
Powered by Kindle, to engage families of 
children in grades K-5 in literacy events

2013 Partnered with Safe Routes to School 
National Partnership and Kaiser 
Permanente with Fire Up Your Feet,
to encourage walking and tracking steps 
while earning money for the local PTA

2010 – Present

National PTA partnerships enabled a number of new programs.



2010 – Present

August 2012 – First White House Briefing

More than 150 PTA leaders representing 41 states, Washington, D.C., and U.S. DOD schools 
in Europe met with top White House officials for a day-long briefing to discuss challenges 

facing our nation’s schools and communities.



2010 – Present

 Our Children magazine goes digital

 First online membership card 
activation process

Membership:  4,495,952

2012



2010 – Present

2012 – National PTA 
established the Jan Harp 
Domene Diversity and 
Inclusion Award to honor the 
late National PTA President, 
who served 2007-2009 and 
was one of PTA’s greatest 
advocates for under-
represented families and 
communities.



2010 – Present

Because of the events at Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown, CT (December 2012) and Taft Union High School in Taft, 
CA (January 2013), National PTA led efforts to prevent future 
tragedies. 

 December 2012 – Provided resources to assist students, 
families, schools, and PTAs in coping with school violence

 January 2013 – Supported President’s/Vice President’s plan to 
address gun violence prevention

 January 2013 – Supported Assault Weapons Ban Act of 2013

 February 2013 – Endorsed Mental Health in Schools Act of 2013



2010 – Present

June 2013 – Otha 
Thornton became the 
first African-American 
male to hold the office of 
National PTA President.

Membership:  4,374,647



2010 – Present

2013

 Distributed the first digital PTA Back-
to-School Kits

 Debuted Every Child 
in Focus to increase 
understanding and 
engagement by spotlighting 
the educational issues about 
different group each month



2010 – Present

 Increase high school graduation rates, 
college readiness and college 
completion among Hispanic students 
and 

 Engage Hispanic families and the 
broader community in these efforts

October 2013 – National PTA® partnered with Univision 
Communications Inc. to support its comprehensive, 
multi-platform initiative, Univision Educación, to:



2010 – Present

January 2014 – President Otha Thornton and two 
board members participated in a 
Lifetouch Memory Mission®
to build a school in the 
Dominican Republic 
for the children in an 
impoverished 
farming community.



2010 – Present

February 2015 – National PTA and U.S. Army Marketing 
and Research Group (AMRG) entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in shared 
dedication to the education and development of our 
nation’s youth.

Membership: 3,926,683 



2010 – Present

PTA continues to be a voice for all children!

“Let us have no more croaking as to what cannot be done; 

let us see what can be done, and above all see that it is done.”

-- Alice McLellan Birney



Thank you 
for being part 
of our history!


