
Learning & Gaming Online 
Computers, mobile phones, tablets –all are important learning instruments for students of all ages. 

Technology creates a more personalized and interactive experience – making it more fun than ever to 

gain and explore new knowledge.      

But there are things you need to know to make safer, smarter, more positive decisions when using 

digital learning applications or gaming.   

Here are some conversation starters to help you navigate this topic: 

1. What did you do today?  

Yeah –this question usually gets you nowhere right? This time, try it with a few quick follow-up 

questions: “What devices did you use today -- <insert brand available at school>? Were you on any 

new apps?” See what happens. No promises – you might still get the same old, “I dunno.” But for 

many kids, using technology in the classroom is exciting and something they remember because it was 

an interactive, personalized experience.    

 

As technology continues to transform the educational environment, it will be important to stay on top 

of how your school manages students’ personal information. National PTA is advocating at a federal 

level to ensure, but Common Sense Education has a great resource on helping families to know the 

questions to ask school administrators about how they are collecting, using, storing and destroying 

students’ information.  

2. What’s for homework?   

A lot of homework requires research. Today’s students no longer use an outdated collection of books 

on the shelf- they use the internet. Research happens online starting in search engines, using 

“Wikipedia,” or accessing digital books or on informational web sites.  

The internet is so vast. How do you make sure students are seeing content appropriate for their age? 

How can you stay focused and prevent getting trapped in a warp called time loss? How do you know 

what you are reading is even true? People at every age struggle with these questions. 

Common Sense Education suggests you talk about a web site’s credibility, compare multiple sources, 

watch out for advertisements and use Wikipedia as a springboard for searching. Follow school 

assignments as a guide because teachers often state specific places to seek information. Download 

and walk through Common Sense Education’s tips on strategic searching – there is something 

everyone in the family can learn about ways to narrow down searches by using multiple, specific and 

descriptive words, or trying synonyms and using quotation marks.    

Another homework conversation that is important to have is how you cite the research you do. Even 

though you find it on the internet – it doesn’t mean content is free for the taking without referencing 

where it came from. Talk as a family about your own creations – your art, your writing, or your life’s 

work. Wouldn’t you want people to give you credit for your work? The same is true for researchers 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/advocacy/school-privacy-zone
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/pdfs/6-12-familytip-researchandevaluation.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/pdfs/6-12-familytip-strategicsearching.pdf


and organizations. They did all the work – they should get the credit. That simple. Not giving credit is a 

crime called plagiarism and piracy.  

 

Common Sense Education defines plagiarism as “using someone else’s ideas or words without 

crediting the source and pretending they’re your own. Piracy is the unauthorized use, reproduction, or 

sharing of copyrighted or patented material – typically music, movies, TV shows, and software.” So 

before you copy and paste – think twice.   

 

3. How was your game?  

Some people like baseball – others like Candy Crush or Minecraft™. It’s all good in healthy doses. Ask 

each other about the games you play and get connected – play together! Show respect for others’ 

interests and have fun with it! In the midst of the fun, talk about how you are managing privacy 

settings, creating usernames and screen names that don’t give too much personal information away, 

and being a good sport to other players. It is in your digital worlds that you have the most exposure 

to strangers so these conversations are important to ensure personal safety and fun. 

Explore age-appropriate games together and make sure they have protections in place to protect 

youth during these interactions. Create accounts, usernames and passwords, and manage privacy 

settings together. Read the rules of the site and find how to flag inappropriate content. Look for the 

visual cues that indicate a fee or an advertisement. Talk about when you should click “no,” and be 

sure your credit card information is never stored in the device or by the site.    

 

Agree when it is time to play and when it is time to unplug. For example, your family may agree that 

every dinnertime, before bed, and outdoor family events are digital-free zones. And if you are a 

parent, that means you – yes, you – hold yourself to the same expectations you have for your kids 

and they’ll be more likely to follow the rules.   

Safer, Smarter Decisions 
 

• Explore age-appropriate sites or applications together first, whenever possible.  

• Learn how to control your privacy settings. 

• Make sure your usernames/screen names don’t give away too many personal details (name, age, 

address, city, etc.)  

• Know and follow the rules of sites and applications. 

• Always cite internet research or give credit to the source of the work. 

• Never share passwords. 

• Never save credit card info on a site or device without the protection of a unique username and 

password. 

• Never make plans to meet a stranger offline. Tell someone if a stranger makes that request. 

• Always be a good sport – stop playing with the poor sports!  

• Unplug for times your family members agree to go digital-free. 

 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/pdfs/9-12-familytip-plagiarismandpiracy.pdf


Positive Actions 
 

• Explore educational web sites, applications and games together first so you can talk about safety 
in that environment, observe how others interact, and shadow good decision-making. 

• Play together. You can look out for each other as you compete for the next level! 
• Flag inappropriate content. 
• Cite your sources for information every time. 
• Set a time for your search and watch the clock to know when you’re spending too much time 

exploring a topic instead of finding your answer. 
• Don’t click on links you know may have inappropriate content for your eyes – no matter what 

your age! 
• Tell someone you trust if another person violates your safety or treats you poorly. 
• Unplug or power down your device and have awesome face-to-face social interactions. 
• Celebrate Safer Internet Day and Digital Learning Day. 
 

Places for More Info 

• Alliance for Excellent Education hosts Digital Learning Day to actively spread innovative 

practices for technology in schools and to ensure that all students have access to high-quality 

digital learning opportunities.  

• Common Sense Education has great information about ways to support youth as they transform 

into digital citizens in its family education area, videos, ratings for apps and games, and their 

parents’ blog.  

• ConnectSafely.org has a number of resources available for students, parents and educators to 

ensure safe and positive internet use, including safety tips and parents’ guides.  Also, 

ConnectSafely.org is the host of Safer Internet Day on February 10, 2015.  

• National Center for Missing and Exploited Children’s NetSmartz® program has great resources 

focused on internet safety, inappropriate content, gaming, and other resources and videos that 

can help parents and students talk about these issues.   

• The Partnership for 21st Century Skills (P21), has a number of resources on the pivotal role of 

technology in college and career readiness for community members and families. 

• Platform for Good is a project of the Family Online Safety Institute that has a number of 

interactive tools to fuel digital citizenship and online safety, including a new guide called “Tech 

for Success.”   
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