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A “how-to” guide for facilitating a PTA Family Reading 
Experience, Powered by Kindle at your school
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PTA FAMILY READING EXPERIENCE, POWERED BY KINDLE: 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Family engagement and early literacy skills are two critical factors that determine children’s 
success, in school and beyond. PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle is a 
national program that brings these two elements together by engaging families of children in 
Grades K–5 in fun, school-based literacy events. These special events are uniquely designed to 
teach parents about reading fundamentals and give them tools to help their children become 
better readers. The PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle is one way that local 
PTA units can use PTA’s National Standards for Family-School Partnerships to enhance student 
achievement (see next page for more information about the National Standards). 

Local PTA units are encouraged to host between two and four events per year, with at least one 
of these events scheduled during March, National Reading Month. PTA Family Reading 
Experience, Powered by Kindle offer families the opportunity to visit a variety of learning stations 
developed by National PTA in partnership with reading teachers. At each station, parents engage 
in creative activities with their children to learn fun, easy ways that they can reinforce literacy skills 
at home throughout the year.  

PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle features your choice of four child-friendly 
themes to enhance families’ experiences. In addition to being incorporated into each learning 
station, themes provide a focus for reading lists, posters and fliers; they even offer opportunities 
for families to dress up with costumes and props for added fun! 

Themes include: 
· On Safari 
· Under the Sea 
· Around the World 
· Out of This World 

 
The purpose of this Leader’s Guide is to provide local PTA units with all of the information you 
need to implement successful a PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle. Additional 
resources, including detailed activity plans, themed reading lists and hand-outs for parents to take 
home, can be found at PTA.org/familyreading. .Questions? Contact programs@pta.org or call 
800-307-4PTA (4782). 

 

  Proud National Sponsor: Kindle 
  

Kindle is a Proud National Sponsor and the “Official E-reader of National PTA”. Throughout 
2013, the National PTA and Kindle will work together to encourage family involvement with 
their children’s reading  
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Promoting Student Achievement:  
PTA’s National Standards for Family-School Partnerships 
 
Research shows that family involvement supports student success. Students with involved 
parents are more likely to: 

• Earn higher grades and pass their classes 
• Attend school regularly and have better social skills 
• Go on to postsecondary education 

 
PTA’s National Standards for Family-School Partnerships were developed with national experts 
and reflect the most recent research about how parents, schools and communities can work 
together to support student achievement. They include the following: 
 

• Standard 1 – Welcoming All Families Into the School Community. Families are active 
participants in the life of the school and feel welcomed, valued and connected to each 
other, to school staff and to what students are learning and doing in class. 

 
• Standard 2 – Communicating Effectively. Families and school staff engage in regular, two-

way, meaningful communication about student learning. 
 
• Standard 3 – Supporting Student Success. Families and school staff continuously 

collaborate to support students’ learning and healthy development both at home and at 
school, and have regular opportunities to strengthen their knowledge and skills to do so 
effectively. 

 
• Standard 4 – Speaking Up for Every Child.  Families are empowered to be advocates for 

their own and other children, to ensure that students are treated fairly and have access to 
learning opportunities that will support their success. 
 

• Standard 5 – Sharing Power. Families and school staff are equal partners in decisions that 
affect children and families and together inform, influence and create policies, practices and 
programs. 

 
• Standard 6 – Collaborating with Community.  Families and school staff collaborate with 

community members to connect students, families and staff to expanded learning 
opportunities, community services and civic participation. 

 
For more information about PTA’s National Standards for Family-School Partnerships, 
including an implementation guide and assessment forms, visit PTA.org/familyengagement. 
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ABOUT LITERACY 
Literacy, and especially early literacy, is critical for student success. The Common Core State 
Standards for English language arts (ELA), which communicate what is expected of students at 
every grade level and have been adopted by more than 45 states, reflect this importance. The ELA 
standards place a heavier emphasis than ever before on reading a variety of books, and 
informational texts (e.g., nonfiction) in particular. The share of nonfiction increases as children 
advance to higher grades, helping to prepare students for greater success in college and careers. 
 

Literacy Instruction in Schools 
Research shows that reading is best taught through a balanced literacy approach that includes 
instruction in five specific areas (sometimes called “domains”):  
 

• Phonological awareness is the ability to identify individual sounds in spoken words. For 
example, a child learns to hear that the word “cat” begins with the “kuh” sound and rhymes with 
“bat.” 

 
• Phonics adds knowledge of the alphabet to phonological awareness: it refers specifically to the 

relationships between sounds and letters. In phonics, children learn that the letter “c” in “cat” 
makes the “kuh” sound and that the combination “a – t” sounds like “at.” 

 
• Fluency means the ability to recognize words automatically and group words to gain meaning. 

Children who achieve fluency do not have to struggle to understand individual words, so they 
can read aloud quickly, smoothly and with expression that is appropriate to the story. Having 
children read out loud (to adults and to each other) is the best way to develop this. 

 
• Comprehension is the ability to engage with, understand and respond to a text. Some 

strategies to enhance comprehension include rereading, retelling a story, responding (by role 
playing, writing and talking about the story), predicting (“What do you think will happen next?”), 
making connections (to background knowledge, other stories or children’s own lives) and 
answering questions (especially “how” and “why” questions). 

 
• Vocabulary is knowing what specific words mean, as well as word-learning strategies such as 

knowing the meanings of word parts (e.g., base words, suffixes) and using context clues and 
dictionaries to understand new words. Schools help develop vocabulary by exposing to 
children to a wide variety of books, reading higher-level books to children and talking about the 
meanings of new words. 

 

Schools help develop children’s skills in each of these areas through a variety of activities 
during the school day, including talking about what “good readers” do, reading with children in 
large and small groups and giving children time to read on their own. Teachers also introduce 
students to a variety of genres (both fiction and nonfiction).  
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PTA Family Reading Experience, 
Powered by Kindle provides 
families with even more fun, 
engaging strategies they can use at 
home to build on what children are 
learning at school and to foster their 
children’s skills and love of reading. 
Find additional resources at 
PTA.org/familyreading.  

 

How Families Can Help 

Most parents understand that talking and singing to babies and 
reading to toddlers and young children are important. However, the 
role of families in literacy does not end when children enter school. 
A continuous partnership among families, schools and 
communities encourages children’s growth in this crucial area of 
learning.  
 
Parents do not have to know or consciously practice the five 
literacy domains to help their children become successful readers 
and learners. Even parents’ own literacy levels are not the most 
important factor. What matters most is a caregiver’s interest, 
involvement and concern for their child’s literacy skills. Some 
simple strategies that parents can use to help their children 
become better readers include the following: 

· Talk with children about sounds in words. (“Does “lion” start 
with the “luh” sound or the “tuh” sound?”) Play rhyming games 
in the car.  

· Reinforce letter-sound connections as you run errands or do 
chores together. Help your beginning reader sound out words 
on signs and food labels.  

· Have your child read to you often. Reading the same stories 
over and over again builds fluency. 

· Invite children to retell or act out their favorite stories. When 
reading together, stop occasionally to talk about why 
characters are behaving a certain way or to guess what will 
happen next. 

· Read to your child from books above his or her current 
reading level. Even older children benefit from hearing new 
words in more challenging texts. Talk about words that have 
multiple meanings, and look up new words in the dictionary 
together. 

 
 

Reading in the 21st Century 
The growing prevalence of 
technology presents even more 
opportunities for parents to 
support their child’s learning. 
Devices like e-readers provide 
parents with new ways to 
engage and encourage their 
child’s interests. An e-reader 
display can often be customized 
to be more inviting for children. 
For example, beginning readers 
sometimes prefer larger print. 
Meanwhile, built-in dictionaries 
make it easy to look up new 
words as older children read. 
Many e-readers hold more than 
1,000 books, reducing the 
weight of a child’s backpack. 
And children have access to 
more books than ever before, 
now that eBooks can be 
borrowed for free from local 
libraries or purchased and 
downloaded from various online 
retailers, all without leaving 
home. 
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RECRUITING YOUR TEAM 
 

Recruiting a large and diverse team of parents/PTA members, school personnel and students will make 
planning and running your PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle events much easier!  Just 
remember, whenever someone says, “Do you need any help?” your answer should always be: “YES!”  
Whether a volunteer prefers to roll up her sleeves in a planning meeting, help promote PTA Family Reading 
Experience, Powered by Kindle from home or simply lend a hand during events, there is a job for everyone 
who wants to help. Use the following suggestions to expand your thinking about how team members can be 
involved. 
 

Plan 
• Announce planning meetings widely, rather than relying on the same small circle of volunteers. Host the 

meetings in a convenient place or via phone to ensure all can participate. Ask the principal to suggest 
parents who might be interested in getting more involved, and have your board members extend a 
personal invitation. You might be surprised who steps up!	  

• Consider recruiting school staff who have a natural interest in literacy for your planning team. These 
might include school librarians, reading specialists and special education teachers. 

• Invite PTA members who are planning to attend the PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle 
with their children to come early for set up; stay a few minutes after to help clean up; or give a half hour of 
their time to sell refreshments or collect event evaluation forms. 

• Recruit teachers and reading specialists to lead learning stations.   

• Invite a representative of the student council to serve on the planning team.	  

Promote 
• Invite PTA members who cannot make it to planning meetings to help with promotion by making phone 

calls to invite parents, creating a flier or banner, or spreading the word via social media. 

• Ask the school to promote the PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle during morning 
announcements. 

• Encourage teachers to host a homeroom poster contest highlighting the importance of reading, 
incorporating the PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle theme, with supplies provided by 
your PTA. Ask a school or community librarian to select winning posters. 

Participate   
• Have a volunteer table to welcome event volunteers, train them on their specific responsibilities for the 

night and express gratitude. Recognize your volunteers during the event and give them a shout-out in 
your PTA communications.  

• Include a table for recruiting new PTA members and disseminating community resources on reading. 

• Consider inviting a representative of your local community library to host a table where they sign families 
up for library cards or feature some of the library’s theme-related books, events and other resources. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

7 
 

 
PLANNING YOUR EVENTS 
 
Now that you have recruited your team, it is time to begin holding planning meetings. Gathering the group 
for planning meetings, beginning at least four weeks before your planned events, will help ensure that 
events run smoothly and have plenty of volunteer support. 
 
Event Structure 
 
Your first task is to determine the basic components of your events. PTA’s Family Reading Experience, 
Powered by Kindle includes six stations—one to reinforce each of the five literacy domains (see page 4) 
and one focused more broadly on using technology to support literacy at home. Detailed activity plans for 
each of these stations, geared to Grades K–2 or Grades 3–5, can be found at PTA.org/familyreading. 
 
Other components of your PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle might include a “take a 
break and read” book nook (stocked with titles related to the night’s theme), a used-book exchange or your 
school’s book fair. Families also will receive a take-home activity developed by National PTA, to encourage 
them to continue to support their child’s reading in the weeks following the event. 
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Questions to Consider 

The table below lists other important questions to consider when planning your events, along with 
suggested answers specific to PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle. 

 

Questions to 
Consider National PTA Suggestions 

How many events 
will be held? 

• Two to four events each school year. 

 
When will your 
events be 
scheduled? 

• Host at least one PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle during 
March, National Reading Month. 

• Think about a time (or variety of times) that will allow the greatest number of 
families to participate. Depending on your school community, this might be after 
school, on a weekday evening or on Saturday.  

• Be sure to consult your school administrators to avoid conflicts with other 
academic or extracurricular events (e.g., testing, in-service days, music 
programs, athletic events). 

 

 
What grades and 
families should 
be included? 

• Because learning-station activities are targeted to different grade levels (K–2 and 
3–5), you may find it easier to host separate events for these two groups. 
Whether you hold school-wide or grade-specific events might depend on factors 
such as available space and parking and how many facilitators are available to 
run stations. You could have an event for each group on the same night with 
staggered times (one at 5:00 and one at 6:30 for example). 

• In either case, you will want to be sure your events are welcoming to all families 
within your target groups, including: 

o Parents and caregivers who work, as well as those who stay at home 

o PTA members and non-member families 

o Families whose first language may not be English 

o Struggling readers and their parents 

o Students and family members with special needs 
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Questions to 
Consider National PTA Suggestions 

 
What will your 
theme be? 

• Each PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle will have a single, 
unifying theme. National PTA materials are provided for each of the following 
themes: 

· On Safari 

· Under the Sea 

· Around the World 

· Out of This World 

• When deciding which theme to use, consider your target age groups and 
students’ interests. Do any of the themes tie in to a schoolwide (or grade-level) 
science or social studies unit? Can a school or neighborhood librarian provide 
any insight regarding what subjects are most popular for those grades, or what 
themes have the most titles available? 

 
Where will your 
events be held? 

• PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle events are intended to be 
organized on school grounds. Be sure to coordinate early with administrators to 
identify a location within the school that can accommodate your events. School 
personnel can help you avoid conflicts with other events, comply with fire codes 
and maximum occupancy limits and ensure that you follow district policies 
regarding the use of school facilities. You may decide to host the stations in an 
open space, such as a gymnasium or cafeteria. Or, each station may be 
facilitated in a different classroom. 

 
 
Who will provide 
the educational 
component for 
your events? 

• Station activities are designed to be very easy to implement. While 
teachers/reading specialists make ideal facilitators, parent leaders also can lead 
activities. Be sure to allow plenty of time to go over the instructions, to ensure 
that parent facilitators feel comfortable with the activities. Make sure the 
facilitators at each station understand the importance of families participating in 
the activities with their children! 
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Questions to 
Consider National PTA Suggestions 

 
What resources 
will you need? 

• Some of the activity stations will require materials—however, most of these are 
items that the school or PTA may already have available (such as pens, pencils, 
crayons, markers, BINGO card tokens and index cards). 

• Label each station with a sign that lists the title, the domain addressed (e.g., 
phonics) and a brief definition to reinforce what parents are learning to help their 
child become a better reader. Consider laminating the signs for the future. 

• Other items you may need include the following: 
• Refreshments and theme-related decorations 
• Incentives/prizes 
• Small gifts to recognize volunteers 
• Stationery, printing and postage for fliers, solicitation letters and other 

promotion activities 
• Microphone 

 
Where will you 
get the resources 
you need? 

• Ideally, PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle events will be 
included in your PTA’s annual budget process from the beginning. If that is not 
possible this year, do not worry! You may be able to secure donations (monetary 
or in-kind) to support your event. Do not hesitate to ask for help from local 
businesses. Make sure you have a letter ready to acknowledge their donation for 
tax purposes. Find a template at PTA.org/familyreading.  

 
Do activities and 
materials need to 
be available in 
multiple 
languages? 

• Remember that parents and caregivers—not their children—are the target 
audience for program activities and take-home materials. If families in your 
school community speak another language, even if their children are fluent in 
English, National PTA strongly recommends providing translations and 
interpreters to make your activities accessible to all. Ask for support from the 
school or district, a local community agency or a bilingual PTA member. 

 
Will refreshments 
be provided? 

• The answer to this depends on your community and the timing of your events. 
Refreshments can encourage family participation, especially when events are 
held during a busy time (around dinnertime, for example). Consider foods that 
are both healthy and safe for any children attending who have allergies. Great 
options include fresh fruits and vegetables, yogurts, low-fat milk and water. 

 
Is any 
audio/visual 
equipment 
required? 

• Depending on your room, you may need a microphone. Encourage parents to 
bring their own e-readers, laptops, notebooks or smart phones for use at the 
technology center. If other A/V equipment is needed, check with the school to 
ensure they have the equipment available and to determine whether a school 
staff person or a parent needs to manage it. 
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PROMOTING YOUR EVENTS 
 
Once you have recruited your team and planned your events, it is time to let families know what is 
happening.  

Key Messages 
Below are some important messages to emphasize as you spread the word about the PTA Family Reading 
Experience, Powered by Kindle. 

The Problem 
• One-third of public school fourth graders score below basic levels on reading exams. 
• Two-thirds of low-income families in the U.S. have no age appropriate books in their homes for 

children. 
• About half of parents say their child does not spend enough time reading for fun. 

 

The Solution: Family Engagement in Reading 
• Families’ interest, involvement, concern, and caring make a difference in the literacy skills of their 

children. 
• Parents who model good reading habits and provide access to a large collection of books have more 

of an impact on a child’s reading skills than household income.  
• Where parent engagement is high, classrooms score above the national average in reading. 

 
PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle 

• PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle is a set of free activities that PTAs use to 
organize events to engage the entire family and focus on improving reading skills of children 
between kindergarten and fifth grade.  

• Families who attend a PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle visit stations that 
highlight phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary—using both 
physical books and e-books. 

• As the “Official E-reader of the National PTA”, Amazon Kindle will donate Kindles to PTAs in low-
income or at-risk schools. 

 
E-reading  

• A Kindle is a complement to physical books that gives readers of all ages a new way to access 
books. 

• Research supports the idea that engaging both children and their parents in reading can increase 
the amount of learning a child takes away from a book, and the same holds true for e-books and 
other electronic media. 

• Half of children age 9–17 say they would read more books for fun if they had greater access to e-
books. 
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Other Ideas for Promoting Your Event 
Research shows parents who receive a personal invitation from someone they know and trust are more 
likely to attend a PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle. It is especially important to identify 
and invite families of students who are struggling with reading, as they stand to gain the most from 
additional family involvement. Ask for the school’s help in identifying and reaching out to these families.  
 
The following suggestions are provided to enhance your plan for promoting PTA Family Reading 
Experience, Powered by Kindle. 
 

At School: 

• Ask teachers to encourage the attendance of families of students who are struggling the most with 
reading.   

• Include a message in students’ morning announcements. 
• Make announcements at PTA meetings. 
• Include information about events in all PTA materials going home. 
• Post the event on your school marquee and website. 
• Invite a student to write an article about PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle for the 

school newspaper. 
• Hang posters and fliers in visible locations. 
• Post the date and reminders on outdoor signs near student drop-off and pickup locations. 

 
At Home: 

• Make it personal. Recruit some PTA volunteers to send emails or make phone calls to the PTA 
member list. 

• Use social media (Facebook, Twitter) to provide frequent updates about upcoming events and/or 
suggested family reading activities. Consider messages on the importance of reading throughout 
National Reading Month. 

• Post an announcement on the PTA website. 
• Send a phone message to parents advertising the event.  
• Write an article about PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle or the five domains of 

literacy, with suggested activities for each, for a newsletter that is sent home to parents. 
 
 

Sample	  activities,	  and	  recruitment	  and	  outreach	  tools,	  including	  fliers,	  can	  
be	  found	  at	  PTA.org/familyreading. 
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EVENT DAY 
 
In the final days leading up to your event, consider the following ideas to help your PTA Family Reading 
Experience, Powered by Kindle run smoothly and achieve its goals. 

Welcome All Families 
• Think about how to make the event welcoming and comfortable for adults—adult-sized seating and 

appealing refreshments (for example) tell parents and caregivers, “This event is for you, too!” 

• Post welcome and directional signs in multiple languages to fully represent your school community. 

• Ask the school principal and/or PTA president to greet families and thank them for coming. 

• Make sure plenty of parking is available for families; ask teachers and staff to park elsewhere during the 
event, if onsite parking is limited. 

• Consider accessibility for family members with disabilities. Is your event location accessible to those with 
mobility challenges? Would any of your families benefit from sign-language interpreters or other 
accommodations? 

• If you have families who speak a language other than English, work with your school district to provide 
translators at the event. 

 
Make Safety a Priority 
• Review the school’s safety plan with school staff to determine event safety guidelines and emergency 

procedures. Share this information with your PTA volunteers. 

• Have a backup plan for inclement weather, including how you will let families know in a timely manner if 
the event must be canceled or rescheduled. 

 
Manage Volunteers 
• Be sure all volunteers know their roles, when to arrive and where to report. 

• Make sure that all volunteers know parents are “VIPs” (very important participants) in these events! 
Parents should be engaged in each of the activities so that they understand how to do them at home. 

• Each event will require at least six station facilitators (12, if the event is for both K–2 and 3–5 students). 
In addition, volunteers will be needed to: 

o Greet and orient families as they arrive (including having them sign in for evaluation purposes) 
o Direct families to stations 
o Staff refreshment tables (if available) 
o Hand out and collect evaluation forms   
o Staff a PTA table to encourage membership, facilitate volunteer needs and answer questions 

• Track all volunteer hours for recognition and planning purposes and say thank you in a meaningful way 
during the event. 
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WRAPPING UP 
 
With so much to do, it may be tempting to skip the wrap-up and jump right in to your next program or event. 
Keep in mind, though, that the time you spend on these final tasks will pay off when next year rolls around, 
by supporting stronger relationships, smoother planning and more successful events! 

Recognize Partners and Volunteers 

After your PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle one of the last (and arguably most 
important) tasks is to thank those who helped make it a success. Be sure to include all of the following 
groups in your recognition plan: 

• Parent volunteers 
• Students 
• School personnel (including teachers or other staff who 

facilitated literacy stations) 
• Community partners who provided in-kind donations or 

attended the event (such as your neighborhood library) 
 
Evaluate Your Events 
 
Evaluation is a critical part of wrapping up an event. It is important to understand what worked and what did 
not, so that you can plan for an even more successful event next time. 
 
Looking at attendance is important, but it does not tell the whole story. A simple parent satisfaction survey 
can help your planning team gather more information about how attendees felt about the event.  

o Were they welcomed as active participants at the learning stations?  
o Did they understand the skills that were being taught?  
o Do they feel the information provided was useful?  
o Will they continue to apply the strategies they learned at home?  
o Will they come to another PTA family event? 

 
Another evaluation approach is to organize a debriefing meeting with your planning team to consider how 
well your PTA implemented the event and what could be improved. Also, consider how well the PTA applied 
PTA’s National Standards for Family-School Partnerships in implementing PTA Family Reading Experience, 
Powered by Kindle (see page 3).  How might this be improved? 

 

 

 

 

A	  sample	  thank-‐you	  letter	  can	  be	  
found	  PTA.org/familyreading.	  
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Plan Ahead 

Remember, National PTA recommends holding between two and four events each school year. It is never 
too early to begin planning for your next event!  

Within a week or two after your PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle take a few minutes to: 

• Collect your evaluation data and hold a debriefing meeting with your planning team. Keep notes for the 
next event. 

• Work with your planning team to decide on dates for your next PTA Family Reading Experience, 
Powered by Kindle and add those dates to your PTA planning calendar. 

• Make a note for next year’s (or the next event’s) chairperson to watch for information and resources 
from National PTA at PTA.org/familyreading. 

• Track the budget amount and number of volunteer hours required to complete the event, to help the next 
chairperson plan realistically. 

• Make sure PTA Family Reading Experiences, Powered by Kindle are included in your PTA’s budget-
planning process for next school year. 
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EVENT PLANNING TIMELINE 
 
BEGINNING OF SCHOOL YEAR 

· Add PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle to your PTA’s budget and calendar for the 
school year. 

· Watch PTA.org/familyreading for new resources to support PTA Family Reading Experience, 
Powered by Kindle. 

· Seek funding from local organizations and companies to support event activities.    
 

SIX TO EIGHT WEEKS BEFORE 
· Recruit your planning team. Review your goals and establish a project budget.  

· Determine when and where events will be organized.  

· Share your plan with school staff to gather support and secure your event location. 

· Contact your neighborhood library to see if they would like to participate. 
 

FOUR WEEKS BEFORE 
· Begin promoting PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle to families through the 

school/PTA webpages, newsletters, social media and other channels.   
· Start holding regular planning meetings with your team. Assign volunteer leads and roles. 
· Translate event materials and arrange for interpreters for non-English speaking families, if needed. 

 
ONE TO TWO WEEKS BEFORE 
· Solicit volunteers needed for specific roles on event day and finalize event logistics. 
· Ask volunteers to reach out to families to encourage active participation during the event. 

 
THE DAY OF YOUR EVENT 
· Make sure volunteers know how to facilitate each station activity and have the supplies needed. 

· Remind volunteers that the focus of this event is to engage families in their children’s literacy efforts. 
Circulate throughout the night to ensure that parents and caregivers are actively participating – not 
just watching! 

 
WITHIN TWO WEEKS AFTER  
· Formally thank volunteers and school and community participants. 
· Hold a debriefing session with your planning committee to discuss what went well and what you 

would do differently next year. 
· Compile evaluation data. 
· Complete National PTA survey to help shape future literacy program strategies and resources. 


