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Annual Meeting: The business meeting of the general membership held each year at which time the 
annual reports of officers, elections, resolutions, bylaw amendments, and other items prescribed by 
the bylaws are in order.  National PTA's annual meeting is held in conjunction with the annual 
convention. 
 
Board of Directors: The body empowered to conduct the affairs of National PTA between annual 
meetings as prescribed in the bylaws. 
 
Conforming Amendment: In the case of amending bylaws, a change of wording in one place that 
requires the same change in many other places in the bylaws for consistency. All of the "other" places 
where the change needs to occur are listed together in one conforming amendment which can then 
be adopted with one vote to effect the change throughout the bylaws. Failure to provide a 
conforming amendment, when needed, would result in a confusing, ambiguous set of bylaws.   
 
Congress: Used in National PTA’s incorporation documents for legal purposes only.  The term 
"congress" is not necessary in other PTA documents. 
 
Constituent Association: In a national association such as National PTA, local units and state 
associations are constituent associations of the parent body, National PTA, as provided for in the 
bylaws of National PTA. 
 
Convention: The annual National PTA event during which time the annual meeting is conducted, 
awards are presented, workshops are offered, and connections are encouraged through networking 
with members and exhibitors. 
 
Executive Committee: The body composed of the officers and/or members of the board of directors 
to whom power and authority has been delegated between meetings of the board of directors as 
prescribed in the bylaws. 
 
National Constituent Association Advisory Council: The body composed of presidents of each state 
constituent association.  The Council's responsibilities include assisting the board in setting the 
strategic direction of National PTA and participating in leadership development. 
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Pre-filed Amendments: Pre-filed amendments are primary amendments to modify language in the 
proposed bylaws amendments (or bylaws revision).  Pre-filed amendments must be filed by the day 
and time specified in the adopted convention standing rules in writing on a motion form.  The maker 
of the pre-filed amendment must make the motion during the designated general session. 
 
Proviso: An adopted statement providing for a way to make a smooth transition when the bylaws are 
amended so as not to affect current officer, committee, and so forth. 
 
Purposes (formerly known as Objects): The purposes of National PTA are those listed in the Articles of 
Incorporation and are generally thought of as the reasons National PTA exists. 
 
Quorum: The minimum number of members who must be present at a meeting for business to be 
validly transacted. 
 
Secondary amendments: Secondary amendments propose to modify language in a pre-filed primary 
amendment to which they are related.  Secondary amendments only modify language in the primary 
amendment. 
 
Seriatim: Used when a main motion is in the form of a resolution or other document containing 
several paragraphs or sections which could be most efficiently handled by opening each paragraph or 
section to amendment one at a time.  The whole document--as it may have been amended--is then 
voted on after consideration of each paragraph or section. 


