
   

 

 

October 16, 2015 

 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
National PTA and our nearly 4 million members—that include parents, teachers, students, administrators and 
community leaders—urge you to vote against the Scholarships for Opportunity and Results (SOAR) Act (H.R. 
10) when it comes to the House floor. This bill would reauthorize the District of Columbia private school 
voucher program which studies have found to be ineffective and unaccountable to taxpayers. Our association 
has consistently opposed any private school voucher program because we believe public funds should be spent 
on public schools. Our opposition is in line with national opinion. In the most recent PDK/Gallup education poll, 
63% of respondents oppose allowing students and parents to choose a private school at public expense.   
 
National PTA firmly believes that all students have the right to a free, high quality education and schools must 
meet the needs of all students regardless of their race, ethnicity, disability or their family’s income. However, 
private school vouchers undermine this vital function of public schools by diverting desperately needed 
resources away from public schools to fund the education of select students through private school vouchers. 
Despite receiving public funds, the private schools participating in the D.C. voucher program are not subject to 
the same federal civil rights laws or are required to abide by accountability standards that all public schools 
must meet. These exceptions do not provide meaningful school choice to parents or students and often 
amount to students being rejected from attending private schools—especially students with disabilities—
based on prior academic achievement, economic background, English language ability or disciplinary history.  
 
While supporters of the D.C. voucher program may be able to point to some students who have gone to 
exemplary schools and experienced improvement, all four congressionally mandated U.S. Department of 
Education (ED) studies have concluded that the program: 
 

 did not significantly improve reading or math achievement;1  

 had no effect on student satisfaction, motivation or engagement, or student views on school safety;2 
and 

 students were less likely to have access to key services such as ESL programs, learning supports, special 
education supports and services, and counselors than students who were not part of the program.3  

 
Furthermore, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) reports from both 2007 and 2013 document that 
the D.C. voucher program has repeatedly failed to meet basic and even statutorily required accountability 
standards. Our association believes D.C. students would be better served by investing resources to make public 
schools stronger and give every student the opportunity to reach their full potential, rather than a program 
that has not shown significant improvement in educational outcomes for students.  
 
The D.C. voucher program fails to offer D.C. students better educational resources, greater opportunities for 
academic achievement or adequate accountability to taxpayers. National PTA opposes H.R. 10 and urges you 
to vote no on this legislative when it reaches the House floor.   

                                                
1 Final US Dep’t of Educ. Report at xv, xix, 34; 2009 US Dep’t of Educ. Report at 39; 2008 US Dep’t of Educ. Report at 34, 36-38; 2007 US Dep’t of Educ. 
Report at  xvii, 44, 46. 
2 Final US Dep’t of Educ. Report at 43-47; 2009 US Dep’t of Educ. Report at xxvi, xviii, 35, 44-45, 49-50; 2008 US Dep’t of Educ. Report at 42-43, 50, 
57; and 2007 US Dep’t of Educ. Report at xx, 53-55. 
3 Final US Dep’t of Educ. Report at 20; 2009 US Dep’t of Educ. Report at xxii, 17; 2008 US Dep’t of Educ. Report at xviii, 16. 



 
 

 
Sincerely,  
 

     
Laura Bay       Nathan R. Monell, CAE 
President       Executive Director  
National PTA       National PTA  
 


