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Kentucky, a national leader in 
education, has implemented the 
Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS). CCSS provide a consistent, clear understanding of what students are expected to learn 
as they progress through grades K-12. Kentucky students are learning English/language arts and 
mathematics aligned to standards designed to be robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting 
both the knowledge and skills that are needed for success in college and careers.  

What arE thE Common CorE StatE  
StandardS (CCSS)? 

The standards are a state-led, internationally 
benchmarked effort to better prepare students 
to succeed in a competitive global economy. The 
standards require students to show a deeper 
understanding of subjects by learning and using 
critical thinking.

To date, 46 states have adopted the CCSS, and 
Kentucky has led the way as the first state to adopt, 
fully implement and assess the new standards. In 
the state, they are called Kentucky Core Academic 
Standards (KCAS). The standards were first taught 
during the 2011–12 academic school year, and testing 
began in the spring of 2012 to assess student progress.

hoW havE tEaChErS PrEParEd for  
thE nEW StandardS?

All Kentucky teachers have received training on how to 
plan their lessons in alignment with the standards with 

the help of collaborative teams that focus on improving 
student learning and leadership networks that provide 
teachers the opportunity throughout the year to 
develop their own content and teaching competencies, 
as well as leadership skills. Teachers are working 
together to share examples and best practices and to 
provide tools to facilitate this collaboration.  

The training of teacher leaders in each school to serve 
as experts in KCAS and to support their colleagues is 
an important part of Kentucky’s long-term strategy for 
implementing the KCAS.

ParEntS’ GuidE to  
assessments in Kentucky 

thiS GuidE inCLudES:

■ an overview of the new assessments that 
measure proficiency of more rigorous standards

■ a chart indicating what tests are given and in 
which grades 

■ tips for parents to help children do their best in 
school

■ additional resources for parents 



Teachers and principals talk a lot about assessments, which are the tests 
students take to measure academic achievement. Summative assessments are 
used to judge student progress, program and school effectiveness at the end of 
a year. 

Kentucky developed new sets of summative tests to assess student progress.  
The new tests are aligned with the KCAS curriculum.  The new assessments 
include multiple-choice, extended-response and short-answer questions. The 
extended responses and short answers allow students to demonstrate critical 
thinking and a deeper understanding of each benchmark within the standards.

When assessment scores are released in the fall, parents will receive individual 
reports on their children’s achievements, including information that identifies 
strengths and academic deficiencies. A score sheet that explains each child’s 
performance and how he or she compares to the school-, district- and state-
wide average, will accompany each report. 

Listed below are state-mandated tests taken by students in elementary school. 
In addition to these tests, school districts might choose to use additional, 
optional tests to further assess student achievement.

KCaS-aligned assessments: ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

GradE 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress 

(K-PREP) Assessments:

Tests gauge students’ proficiency on given standards. 
The tests are a blend of norm-referenced* and criterion-
referenced* items and consist of multiple-choice, 
extended-response and short-answer items.

Reading X X X

Mathematics X X X

Science X

Social Studies X

Writing **  1 2

* See “Testing Terms” for definitions   
** (1)Editing/Mechanics; (2) On-Demand; (3) Editing/Mechanics and On-Demand



KCaS-aligned assessments Testing Terms 

 ■ Criterion-Referenced Test – a test that determines how well a student has learned a 
particular set of knowledge and skills or standards.

 ■ Norm-Referenced Test – a test that allows comparisons of a student’s performance to the 
performance of other students.

 ■ On-Demand Writing – a test in which students are presented with a “prompt” (a question 
or scenario), and then are asked to write about it.

 ■ Mechanics – a test that assesses students’ ability to apply standard rules of grammar, 
spelling, punctuation and usage to the act of writing.

PTA.org

On your answer document, draw a closed figure with 5 line segments.  
Your figure must contain 2 right angles. Label the right angles with the 
correct angle marks.

here is an example of a 4th grade math question:

here is an example of a 5th grade writing question:

a Sample of testing items

The student is asked to read two articles. The first article is about Moina 
Michael, poet and World War I volunteer. The second article describes 
two American holidays, Memorial Day and Veterans Day.  

Writing situation:
Your class is studying American celebrations when a new student from 
another country joins the class. The new student speaks English but 
knows very little about American celebrations. To help the new student, 
the teacher asks the class to create a notebook with articles about 
celebrations in the United States. You have read the passage about the 
two celebrations and the article about Moina Michael. You decide you 
want to tell the new student about Memorial Day and Veterans Day.

Writing directions:
Write an article for the new student’s notebook about the two celebrations 
that honor past and present members of the American armed forces. 
Include information about why the celebrations are held. Describe the 
activities that some people might enjoy on these days.



Teachers and principals talk a lot about assessments, which are the tests 
students take to measure academic achievement. Summative assessments are 
used to judge student progress, program and school effectiveness at the end of 
a year. 

Kentucky developed new sets of summative tests to assess student progress.  
The new tests are aligned with the KCAS curriculum.  The new assessments 
include multiple-choice, extended-response and short-answer questions. The 
extended responses and short answers allow students to demonstrate critical 
thinking and a deeper understanding of each benchmark within the standards.

When assessment scores are released in the fall, parents will receive individual 
reports on their children’s achievements, including information that identifies 
strengths and academic deficiencies. A score sheet that explains each child’s 
performance and how he or she compares to the school-, district- and state-
wide average, will accompany each report. 

Listed below are state mandatory tests taken by students in middle school. In 
addition to these tests, school districts might choose to use additional optional 
tests to further assess students’ achievement.

     KCaS-aligned assessments: MIDDLE SCHOOL 

GradE 6th 7th 8th

Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress 

(K-PREP) Assessments:

Tests gauge students’ proficiency on given standards. The tests 
are a blend of norm-referenced* and criterion-referenced* items 
and consist of multiple-choice, extended-response and short-
answer items.

Reading X X X

Mathematics X X X

Science X

Social Studies X

Writing ** 3 2

EXPLORE: a high school readiness test for 8th graders that 
measures achievement in English, math, reading and science.

 X

* See “Testing Terms” for definitions 
** (1)Editing/Mechanics; (2) On-Demand; (3) Editing/Mechanics and On-Demand



 
 

Testing Terms 

 ■ Criterion-Referenced Test – a test that determines how well a student has learned a  
particular set of knowledge and skills or standards.

 ■ Norm-Referenced Test – a test that allows comparisons of a student’s performance to the 
performance of other students.

 ■ On-Demand Writing – a test in which students are presented with a “prompt” (a question  
or scenario), and then are asked to write about it.

 ■ Mechanics – a test that assesses students’ ability to apply standard rules of grammar,  
spelling, punctuation and usage to the act of writing.
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Part a: On your answer document, draw a coordinate plane that uses only Quadrant 1. 
Label the x-axis and the y-axis on the grid. Plot the points (3, 2) and (9, 6). Then, draw a line 
through the points so that the line extends to the edges of your coordinate plane.

Part B: Write each given point as a ratio and show how the ratios are proportional. Show 
your work and explain your thinking.

Part C: What does your line indicate about the proportionality of the two points in relation to 
the origin? Explain your thinking.

Part d: Write a different point that is proportional to (9, 6). Explain how you determined the point.

here is an example of a 7th grade math question:

here is an example of an 8th grade writing question:

a Sample of testing items

Students are asked to read the “Green Invaders” passage that discusses  
nonnative plant species.

Writing situation: 

Your science teacher has asked each student in class to help make others aware of 
nonnative plant species that were introduced outside of their natural range and the 
issues they can cause. You read the passage “Green Invaders,” and you decide to use the 
news media to create awareness creating an argument against allowing this invasion to 
continue.

Writing directions: 

Write an article to be published on the local news station’s blog to create awareness of the 
issue of nonnative plants. In your blog, create your argument for the need to control the 
spread of invasive nonnative plants with a community action plan. Use information from the 
passage to support your plan.



Teachers and principals talk a lot about assessments, which are the tests students take 
to measure academic achievement. Summative assessments are used to judge student 
progress, program and school effectiveness at the end of a year. 

Kentucky developed new sets of summative tests to assess student progress. The new 
tests are aligned with the KCAS curriculum. The new assessments include multiple- 
choice, extended-response and short-answer questions. The extended responses and 
short answers allow students to demonstrate critical thinking and a deeper understanding 
of each benchmark within the standards. 

When assessment scores are released in the fall, parents will receive individual reports on 
their children’s achievements, including information that identifies strengths and academic 
deficiencies. A score sheet that explains each child’s performance and how he or she 
compares to the school-, district- and state-wide average, will accompany each report. 

Listed below are state mandatory tests taken by students in high school. In addition to 
these tests, school districts might choose to use additional optional tests to further assess 
students’ achievement.

KCaS-aligned assessments: HIGH SCHOOL

GradE 9th 10th 11th 12th

End-of-Course Exams: These state exams are given to test 
student content knowledge at the end of courses listed in the 
next column. End-of-course test results should count for at least 
20 percent of a student’s final grade.

English II

Algebra II

Biology

U.S. History

Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress 
(K-PREP) Assessments: Tests gauge students’ proficiency on 
given standards. The tests are a blend of norm-referenced* 
and criterion-referenced* items and consist of multiple-choice, 
extended-response and short-answer items. 

Writing ** 2 2

PLAN is a college-readiness test for 10th graders that measures 
achievement in English, math, reading and science.

X

ACT is a college-entrance exam given to all high school juniors. 
Subjects tested are English, mathematics, reading and science. 
Students who score below benchmarks can get help through 
transitional courses.

X

* See “Testing Terms” for definitions  
 ** (1)Editing/Mechanics; (2) On-Demand; (3) Editing/Mechanics and On-Demand

Test is given 
when courses are 

compled



Testing Terms 

 ■ Criterion-Referenced Test – a test that determines how well a student has learned a particular 
set of knowledge and skills or standards. 

 ■ Norm-Referenced Test – a test that allows comparisons of a student’s performance to the 
performance of other students. 

 ■ On-Demand Writing – a test which students are presented with a “prompt” (a question or 
scenario), and then are asked to write about it.

 ■ Mechanics – a test that assesses students’ ability to apply standard rules of grammar, spelling 
punctuation and usage to the act of writing. 
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Consider this system of inequalities:

 x  > - 2

 2x-5y≤ -20

 y < -3x +12

a. Graph the system of inequities. Explain how you found your answer.

B. What are the exact points of intersection of each pair of boundary lines 
of the inequalities? Show your work algebraically, and explain how you 
found your answer.

here is an example of an algebra ii test question:

here is an example of a 10th grade writing question:

a Sample of testing items

Students are asked to read the “College Entrance Exams” article.

Writing situation:

After reading “College Entrance Exams,” consider your feelings on exams 
being used to determine college admission.

Writing directions:

Write a commentary/essay for the school newspaper arguing your 
position on whether colleges should rely on entrance exams to grant 
students admission to their programs. Support your argument.



this is a brand new system with a new way of scoring. therefore, it is not possible to directly 
compare the new scores with the old Kentucky Core Content testing (KCCt) scores. new 
standards are being measured in new ways, so the students’ results will be different from 
previous reports they have received. What is important is that the higher standards are 
measured with better tests. 

Because the rigor and standards are higher, it may appear that scores have temporarily 
dropped. if this does happen, it does not mean a student is performing worse on the new 
tests. Educators expect this short-term decline to improve as teachers and students become 
more familiar with the standards and become better equipped to meet the challenges that 
they present.  

Even if a child does not meet proficient levels as defined by KCaS, there should be no 
negative consequences such as holding the student back a year. instead, the parent can work 
with the school to develop an improvement plan that will provide the student with specific 
feedback to enhance academic achievement.  

What Parents Can Expect from assessments

if Students need additional help 

If children experience a dip in their progress and 
state test results, do not hesitate to discuss this with 
their teachers and to work with the school to develop 
a plan for enrichment or improvement. 

Schools have created a variety of models to assist 
students who are struggling with the standards. 
Remediation courses, in-class adjustments based 
on ongoing in-class assessment results and pull-out 
tutoring are just a few of the many ways students are 
offered additional help.

how are Schools held accountable? 

Many measures of student performance based on various tests are used to score schools and hold them 
accountable. In elementary schools, overall performance is based on:   

 ■ 40 percent Achievement, requiring at least 100 percent proficiency for all students; 

 ■ 30 percent Growth, which measures how much students’ scores improve year to year; and

 ■ 30 percent Gap, which compares test results of minority, low-income, special-education and 
limited-English-proficiency children to students not in those categories.



Schools and districts are categorized based on their 
overall scores. Schools that are improving will be 
recognized and those with lower scores can receive 
support. All schools and districts develop an annual 
improvement plan that is continually reviewed and 
revised. 

Schools and districts classified as Distinguished, 
Highest Performing or High Progress — with overall 
scores in the 90th percentile or higher or are in the 
top 10 percent of improvement compared to their 
peers, will serve as models for other districts.  

Schools or districts classified as Focus represent 
schools that have not met annual measurable 
objectives for more than two consecutive years and/

or have low-achievement gap scores. These schools 
and districts will develop new improvement plans and 
submit them to the local superintendent. They will 
also receive ongoing assistance from the Kentucky 
Department of Education (KDE) to assess their needs 
and revise their improvement plans. 

Schools or districts categorized as Priority represent 
schools that are persistently low-achieving and districts 
with overall scores in the bottom five percent among all 
districts that have not shown adequate yearly progress 
for three years in a row. The consequences for these 
schools are the same as for Focus Schools but with 
even more oversight and targeted assistance by the 
KDE as well as family and community involvement in the 
strategies for improvement. 

For additional information, see A Parent’s Guide to School Accountability in Kentucky in the Resources for Parents section.

Parent tips

 ■ Become familiar with the Kentucky Core 
Academic Standards.

 ■ Do not judge a child on the basis of a single test 
score. Test scores are not perfect measures of what 
a child can do — there are many other things that 
might influence a test score. For example, a child can 
be affected by the way he or she is feeling, or the 
setting in the classroom. 

 ■ Meet with your child’s teacher as often as 
possible to discuss his/her progress. Ask the 
teacher to suggest activities for you and your 
child to do at home to help prepare for tests and 
improve your child’s understanding of schoolwork. 
Parents and teachers should work together to 
benefit students. 

 ■ Provide a quiet, comfortable place for studying at home. 

 ■ It is important for you to review test results with 
your children. Discuss the wrong answers with your 
children and find out why they answered as they did. 

 ■ You and your child should read and discuss all 
comments written by the teacher. If there are any 
comments that are not clear, parents should ask 
the teacher to explain. 

 ■ Monitor your child’s progress. If your child needs 
a little extra help or wants to learn more about a 
subject, work with his or her teacher to identify 
opportunities for tutoring, after-school clubs or 
other resources.

 ■ Maintain high expectations and support your child 
in meeting them.

Consider these tips to help your children do their best:
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the Kentucky department of Education and other groups, including the Parent teacher 
association® (national Pta®) have developed detailed information about the new standards 
and assessment system. here are several resources that could be useful:

additional resources for Parents

 ■ 15th District Kentucky PTA: 
http://15thdistrictpta.org/KCAS.htm

 ■ Kentucky PTA: http://www.kypta.org/site/about/
kentucky-core-academic-standards.html

 ■ A Parents’ Guide to Student Success: http://
www.pta.org/parentsguide

 ■ A Parent’s Guide to Testing in Kentucky: 
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/
rdonlyres/2A59FD98-DB55-4DC4-90CA-
077A88E8DC4F/0/Testing82912.pdf

 ■ A Parent’s Guide to School Accountability 
in Kentucky: http://www.education.ky.gov/
nr/rdonlyres/c61c881e-0496-48c2-8f13-
e9e31d42bd55/0/accountability.pdf

 ■ Achieving the Common Core: http://www.
achieve.org/achieving-common-core

 ■ Ready Kentucky: Building on Progress 
for Student Success: http://www.
prichardcommittee.org/readykentucky/

for more information, the full standards are available at www.corestandards.org
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