What Parents Should Know About
Assessments
National PTA Webinar
October 20, 2015

Lucille E. Davy
Senior Advisor

Why do we need new assessments?
• Multiple choice questions don’t allow students
to show everything they’ve learned
• Students need to be able to show their work to
demonstrate their understanding, provide
evidence for their answers
• Technology allows for different types of items
• Measure more rigorous standards and skills
required in college and the workforce

Major changes to ELA standards
• Students read literature
and non-fiction texts
• Text complexity increases
as students move from
Kindergarten to grade 12
• Students are required to
develop writing skills in all
content areas
• Students must find
evidence from texts

www.dubuque.k12.ia.us/cartoons

Resources to Address ELA Concerns
• Voice from the classroom – Pat D’Alfonso
See classroomvoices.org – “Are the
Common Core Standards Developmentally
Appropriate? This Teacher Says: Yes”
(May 5, 2015)
• Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Common
Core Watch blog – Robert Pondiscio
See: edexcellence.net – “No time to lose
on early reading” (March 5, 2015)

Major changes to math standards
• Fewer topics at each grade level
in the elementary grades
• End to the “math wars” –
students must show they
understand the mathematics and
that they can compute fluently
• Students apply what they have
learned to real-world problems
• Different paths in high school but
focused on preparing students for
college and the workforce

learninglaffs.com

Resources to address Math concerns:
Hunt Institute and NCTM Math Videos
• Help parents understand how math teaching
and learning have changed and why
• Address the most pernicious myths about the
math standards
http://www.nctm.org/Standards-andPositions/Common-Core-State-Standards/
Teaching-and-Learning-Mathematics-with-theCommon-Core/

Assessments are Changing
• Two consortia – items developed by teachers
though some states are doing their own tests
• New standards with more rigorous expectations
that address college and career skills need to
be measured differently
• Performance tasks and more open-response
items included
• Assessment system – to impact instruction
• Prior state test results may have provided
overly optimistic performance information

Impact of changes to new assessments
• Performance tasks take more time
• Using technology requires planning
• Opportunity for partial credit
• Tests not likely to be perfect in year 1

Example of rigorous ELA task:
Cell Phones in School: Yes or No?
Students read text that includes several arguments to support
allowing the use of cell phones in school and several arguments
to forbid the use of cell phones in school.
Then, they are asked to respond to the following:
Based on what you read in the text, do you think cell
phones should be allowed in schools? Using the lists
provided in the text, write a paragraph arguing why
your position is more reasonable than the opposing
position.
Grade 6 Smarter Balanced sample writing task

Example of rigorous math problem:
There were 28 cookies on a plate.
Five children each ate one cookie.
Two children each ate 3 cookies.
One child ate 5 cookies.
The rest of the children ate 2 cookies.
Then the plate was empty.
How many children ate 2 cookies? Show your
work.

SBAC assessments
• Created by a group of states working together
voluntarily
• Lots of input from teachers in the SBAC states
including development of test items
• States include: CA, CT, DE, ID, MI, MT, NV, NH,
ND, OR, SD, VT, WA, and WV
• Tests are computer adaptive
• Also offer interim tests, practice tests,
instructional tools and resources

Sample
SBAC
score
report

PARCC assessments
• Created by a group of states working together
voluntarily
• Lots of input from teachers in the PARCC states
including development of test items
• For 2015, states include: AR, CO, DC, IL, LA,
MD, MA, MS, NJ, NM, RI and OH
• Accessibility accommodations; paper and
pencil option available
• Also offer practice tests and instructional tools
for grades 3 to 11

Sample
PARCC
score
report

Resources for parents
• Practice tests and videos explaining score
reports available at www.parcconline.org and
www.smarterbalanced.org
Other resources to explain results:
• www.UnderstandTheScore.org
• www.bealearninghero.org
• Best resource – talk to your child’s teacher and
ask your school principal

Other assessment options in states
• Some states developing their own tests
• Some states using new ACT tests for grades 3
to 8 and ACT college entrance exam for HS
• Some states purchasing items from the PARCC
or SBAC item banks (but not affiliated with the
consortium of states

Final thoughts:
• Proficiency benchmarks are likely changing;
doesn’t mean students aren’t making progress
• Recognize that your child’s state test result is
only one measure of his/her achievement
• Learn the impact of test results and talk to the
teacher to find ways to support your child
• In future years results available sooner
• Get involved at the district and state level to
influence policy decisions

Questions?
lucille.davy@gmail.com
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OUR MISSION

Inform and empower parents of school-aged children (between
grades 3 – 8) whose active role in their child's learning can help
them succeed in school.
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OUR FOCUS
Everything we do seeks to address three questions for parents:

Why are these
changes happening
now?

What do they mean
for my child?

How can I help my
child succeed?
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THEORY OF ACTION
ONLINE
ONLINE
IN THE MEDIA

IF
PARENTS
are given
information they
want about the
changes underway
in their child’s
classroom…

Showing parents what a
great education looks like for
their children

IN MEDIA
Delivering trusted, highquality tools and
resources, and answering
common questions

Providing easy-tounderstand, actionable
information

IN PERSON

THROUGH
SCHOOLS

THEN
PARENTS
will have more
confidence:
In their own ability to
help their children
succeed, in their
school, and in the
nation’s schools.
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BE A LEARNING HERO PUBLIC SERVICE PARTNERSHIP

A first-of-its-kind national public service partnership with
leading organizations coming together in a massive back-toschool effort designed with parents in mind, helping them be
learning heroes for their kids.

8

10

RESULTS TO DATE & COVERAGE HIGHLIGHTS

Over 237 Million Earned Media
Impressions to Date
★

13 TV Placements, Including
National Good Morning America
Segment

★

24 Radio Interviews, Including 2
Nationally Syndicated Segments

★

1 Op-Ed Placement

★

32 Online Stories, with Pending
Coverage in Yahoo! Parenting
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Super 5
Skill Builder
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The Super 5
The Super 5 provides tips and tools to help your child succeed in
school. As you prepare for Back to School, check out this new
resource from National PTA, Scholastic, and Learning Heroes!

BeALearningHero.org/Super5
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KEEP THE GOAL IN MIND

Find out your child’s learning
goals for his or her new grade.
Every year, your child is expected to meet
specific learning goals in math and English
language arts. These goals emphasize skills
such as critical thinking, problem solving
and reasoning. Understanding expectations
will help you better support your child’s
academic success.
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Learn more about the new
standards »
Visit Univision’s Clave al Éxito to
find information in Spanish »
Learn about the GreatKids
Milestones »
Read the National PTA Parents’
Guide to Student Success »
Explore the Council of the Great
City Schools Parent Road Maps »

UNDERSTAND YOUR CHILD’S POTENTIAL

Know where your child excels and
where there is room to grow.
As students transition to a greater emphasis
on critical thinking, problem solving, and
reasoning skills, it is important to gauge
progress and understand if your child is
ready to succeed in the next grade. New
state tests in math and English language arts
are one of the ways to get a picture of your
child’s academic achievement level. Learn
more about these tests, what test scores
mean for your child, and where to find tools
to support your child’s learning.

See what parents need to know
about the new tests »
Read a Smarter Balanced
assessment guide for parents »
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The Super 5
BeALearningHero.org/Super5
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BE INVOLVED

Support your child’s teachers and
principals and spend time in your
child’s school.
There are many ways to get involved in your
child’s school. Join or start a PTA and access
tools to help you develop a strong relationship
with your child’s teacher. Stay in touch with your
child’s teacher and know good questions to ask
during parent-teacher meetings.
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Find tips for building a strong
relationship with your child’s
teacher from Common Sense
Media »
Get a guide to parent-teacher
conferences from the NBC News
Education Nation Parent Toolkit »

EMBRACE CHARACTER AND RESILIENCE

Understand how character is key to
your child’s academic success.
Developing strong learning habits like
perseverance, curiosity, and hard work will
help your child achieve more in school.
Explore resources that will help your child
build character and advance learning.
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Click here to get more information
from the National PTA »

Take the Raise the Bar “Learning
Habits Survey” »
Check out GreatKids information
on emotional smarts »

BRING IT HOME

Get the best tools to support your
child’s learning at home.
Polish your child’s math and English language
arts skills at home, and get customized
homework help to enhance your child’s
learning outside of school.

Boost your child’s math skills with
material from Khan Academy »
Visit Scholastic’s Parent Resource
Page »
Find educational apps, websites,
and games for your child at
Common Sense Media Essential
School Tools »
Ask an expert about your child’s
homework at the Homework Help
Desk »
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For More Information:
www.pta.org/assessments
Email: Chrystal Jones – cjones@pta.org
www.hunt-institute.org
Email: Lucille Davy – Lucille.davy@gmail.com
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/state-test-guide-partner-toolkit/
Email: Bill Jackson – bjackson@greatschools.org
www.bealearninghero.org
Email: David Park: dpark@learningheroes.org

