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GET THE LEAD OUT!
THE FOUNDATION’S VISION PRIMES PLUMBING INDUSTRY FOR LEAD FREE REALITY
Led by the PHCC Educational Foundation, the Get the Lead Out Plumbing Consortium has trained more than
2,200 professionals to date on upcoming regulations.
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comprised of leading trade associations
and manufacturers (see sidebar on
page 2). With an aggressive plan to
train the industry, the Consortium has
developed a comprehensive web site –

•

Interpretation and enforcement
issues related to the new law.

that have a weighted average lead
•

Information about Lead Free
products, basis for Lead Free
product selection and compliance,
material factors impacting
the ability to solder Lead Free
alloys effectively and solder-flux
considerations.

•

Upcoming training opportunities,
including webinars, seminars, and
trade association events.

•

Step-by-step action plans
for distributors, engineers,
contractors, and code officials on
how to prepare for the federal
Lead Free law.
Continued on page 2...

Making a Difference
Realizing that awareness is the key to compliance of the new requirements, the
Consortium has also been crossing the nation to spread the word, presenting
training programs at 42 industry events and chapter meetings. To date, the
group has trained more than 2,200 plumbing professionals. Over 20 PHCC
chapters will host Lead Free training events by the end of the year.
“This is a great example of how – with the proper vision, leadership and
resources – PHCC has been able to not only prepare contractors to be ready for

Led by the PHCC Educational
Foundation, the Consortium
represents a cross-section of the
plumbing industry comprised of
the following trade associations
and manufacturers:

these new changes so they won’t get caught with material they won’t be able
to use, but train them on the new products and techniques as well,” says Cindy
Sheridan, chief operating officer of the PHCC Educational Foundation. “We
wouldn’t be able to make this kind of impact without the gifts of our members
and contributers who truly are invested in this industry.”
As testament to the vision of the Foundation and the work of the Consortium,
this network of information and education already has reached and trained
thousands of professionals. However, the January effective date of the federal
law is fast approaching, and the Consortium urges all plumbing professionals
to stay tuned to www.GetTheLeadOutPlumbing.com for new information and
changes as they become available. “If you haven’t been preparing, you need to
now,” Sheridan warns. “This law is coming, and everyone needs to be ready!”

• American Society of Plumbing
Engineers (ASPE)
• American Supply Association
(ASA)
• International Association of
Plumbing and Mechanical
Officials (IAPMO)
• International Code Council
(ICC)
• Legend Valve
• Milwaukee Valve
• NIBCO INC.
• Plumbing Heating Cooling
Contractors - National
Association (PHCC)
• PHCC Educational Foundation
• Plumbing Manufacturers
International (PMI)
• Reliance Worldwide
• Viega, LLC
• Watts Water
Technologies
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Industry’s First HVAC Apprentice Contest
to Debut at CONNECT 2013
For more than 20 years, we’ve been witnessing the impact
of our popular Plumbing Apprentice Contest, held every
year at our annual conference. Not only does the next
generation of contractors get an opportunity to test
their knowledge and skills on actual products, but the
PHCC Educational Foundation then donates some of the
materials used during the contest to local schools, which
use them to train students interested in a future in our
great industry. The impact of this event grows and grows;
it’s truly a win-win! Adding an HVAC Apprentice Contest
to CONNECT is yet another win for the industry. For more
information, email hall@naphcc.org.

Be sure to check out the plumbing and HVAC apprentice
contests, which will be in the center of the trade show
floor at the CONNECT 2013 event in Las Vegas, Nevada, in
October. Twenty plumbing apprentices and twelve HVAC
apprentices from around the country will compete for top
honors and prizes.

Thanks to our committed sponsors: A.O. Smith, Copper
Development Association, Delta Faucet Co., NIBCO,
RIDGID, and Viega.

Plumbing E-Books to Debut on Kindle, Nook, and Apple
The Foundation’s popular plumbing textbook series is making its debut on Kindle, Nook,
Apple, and CengageBrain.com. Plumbing 101, the first year plumbing apprentice textbook,
is due to become available on these platforms before the end of June. The remaining
textbook titles will follow during summer 2013, offering apprentices and other plumbing
students a choice in selecting an electronic or print version of the textbook. Watch for the
release of these books at your favorite e-book retailer. For additional information, e-mail
Merry Beth Hall at: hall@naphcc.org.

Training the Trainers - Regional Instructor Workshops
In May & June, the Foundation delivered two great workshops for apprentice & trade
school instructors. Instructors from across the country picked up new skills for teaching
tradespeople & adult learners and heard tips on using technology to teach in the
classroom. Sessions on new power tool innovations and how to properly solder new leadfree fittings were provided to keep attendees up to date on industry trends & regulations.
“The plumbing and HVACR industries are very technologicallydriven,” says Merry Beth Hall, Foundation Director of Apprentice and
Journeyman Training. “Our biggest challenge as an industry is to
address our image and demonstrate that our jobs are on the forefront of technology and are
critical to society. Starting with our classroom instruction, we can help improve our industry’s
image in the minds of parents, students, and administrators.”
Our thanks to Brasscraft, Copper Development Association and Kohler for their
headline sponsorships of these workshops.
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What Does it Take to Run the SkillsUSA
Plumbing Contest?
2013 SkillsUSA Plumbing Contest
The annual SkillsUSA
Plumbing Contest is a
hands-on competition
where around fifty students
are each required to
rough-in a small residential
plumbing system. How
much work does that take
to set-up? Put simply –
“A LOT!”
A team of dedicated Foundation contractor
volunteers and staff begin months in advance to secure all the
materials & equipment the contestants will need. It requires masterful
logistics to handle the transport of materials & set-up of the fifty
wooden workbenches the contestants will use as the floor system for
their rough-in. A package of all the plumbing materials each contestant
needs must to be assembled, with no missing pieces. The volunteers
act as judges & review all the contestants’ work. But the job isn’t done
when time is called – when the contest is over, all of those materials and
the benches must be broken down, sorted and stored for the next year’s
contest. It is a massive effort that must be completed on a very tight
schedule to be ready for the contestants on the front end and out of the
meeting hall quickly on the tail end of the event.
In June, Foundation contractor volunteers take on this challenge
again in Kansas City at the National Leadership and Skills
Conference. Our fifty-two plumbing contestants this year will join
nearly 6,000 other young people in a meeting hall packed with
vocational competitions for every field imaginable – from baking
to bricklaying to welding. The Foundation is also
represented on the advisory committee for
the SkillsUSA HVAC competition.
Our thanks to the contractor volunteers and
generous sponsors who
make our participation in
this competition possible.
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HEADLINE SPONSORS

MATERIAL AND PRIZE SPONSORS
BrassCraft Manufacturing
Cast Iron Soil Pipe Institute
Charlotte Pipe & Foundry
Cooper B-Line Industries
Delta Faucet Company
DEWALT Tools & Accessories
Irwin Industrial Tools
Milwaukee Electric Tool Co.
Mission Rubber Co.
Oatey
PHCC – National Association
PHCC Educational Foundation
Ridge Tool Company
Roger the Plumber
Rothenberger USA
Sioux Chief Manufacturing Co.
Tyler Pipe
UA Local #8

Foundation & Auxiliary Partner to
Provide Educational Opportunity
“I would absolutely love to send my
project manager to the class. It looks
like it would be perfect for us. I would
love to encourage him to go after
more work - I just don’t want him out
there unprepared. But it’s just beyond
what we can afford right now.”
This statement came from a small
PHCC contractor business owner after
examining the costs to send his project
manager to the Foundation’s Essentials
of Project Management Course.
Foundation staff refused to accept
that as the end of the conversation,
instead pointing the business owner
to an application for an educational
grant available from the PHCC National
Auxiliary. The grant was created by the
Auxiliary to help unlock educational
opportunities for PHCC business owners
in difficult financial situations.
The business owner completed the

Auxiliary educational grant application
and soon received word back that
the grant had been approved. The
Foundation was able to offer a reduction
in the course registration fee as well.
Working together, the Foundation &
Auxiliary were able to provide over
$2,250 in assistance toward the
company’s cost to send the project
manager to the four-day program.
“I have to say, I was surprised that
everyone was willing to do so much
to help us. Thank you so much to
everyone who made this possible. My
PM brought back some really great
ideas from the class that I know will
help our company. Thanks again.” –
John Hicks, Owner of Griffin Heating and
Air Conditioning in North Carolina

again. I’m sure I would learn just as
much as the first time, If not more.
It opened my eyes to the world of
project management and I use what
I learned daily. I want to thank PHCC
for the opportunity to attend this
class, as without their help I would
have missed out on some valuable
information.” – Eric Rhyne, Project
Manager at Griffin Heating and Air
Conditioning in North Carolina

“The class was awesome. It was
an intense four days, packed with
info and I would sit through it all

Foundation & Viega Train USA’s
WorldSkills Plumbing Contestant
WorldSkills is the global version of the SkillsUSA
competition. It is held every two years to allow youth
from 17 to 22 years old demonstrate their excellence in
skilled professions. Training a contestant to participate
in WorldSkills is a huge undertaking, in part due to
the use of products and techniques that are not used
in the United States. Contestant Nick Michalenko and
his advisor, PHCC member Bob Hahn, traveled to New
Hampshire to work with Viega to learn the European
products and techniques that will be used in the
competition in Germany. Viega’s trainer, Jeremy Ferriter,
spent a day working with Michalenko and Hahn to
ensure they were comfortable using the German products and tools so Nick will have a competitive edge
at the July international competition.
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Still Working to Adopt Tech Tools?
You Are Not Alone!
“How many of you work for
companies where every foreman
has an iPad or tablet computer
for use in the field?”
That simple question was
posed by instructor Kirk Alter
during the Foundation’s
recent Advanced Project
Management Workshop,
sponsored by Viega &
hosted at their educational
facility in Nashua, New
Hampshire.
The response was just a
couple hands raised in a room of 27 project managers from
some of the nation’s largest & most successful plumbing &
mechanical subcontractors. What followed was an excellent
discussion of the technology tools being used (and not
used) by those in the room.
Attendees cited the usual reasons for not keeping pace
with technology, with cost being the most frequent
excuse. “So how much does it cost to give a foreman an
iPad?” asked Alter. “Do it right and it costs NOTHING!
The savings in management time, the ability to track data
& communicate between the field and office systems –
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really, it’s free!” This was backed up by a video showing
an analysis of the return on investment of using iPads on
a single construction project. The simple analysis showed
that the devices had paid for themselves several times over
by the end of the project.
During the workshop, attendees discussed Building
Information Modeling (BIM), Big Data and how to use
technology to recruit younger workers to our industry.
Another video about the use of 3-D scanner technology
prompted a discussion on how powerful it could be for
difficult renovation projects – allowing everyone on the
project to explore the workspace and plan their work
without disturbing the current occupants.
Apps and high dollar software can be greatly beneficial if
used properly, but even basic office tools like Excel can be
used to manipulate data & produce sophisticated charts
on project costs, optimal manpower loading schedules
and more. The attendees left the workshop with access to
a cloud-based shared file loaded with the class handouts,
links to the videos shown in class and some of the tools
discussed during the program.
Check future issues of this newsletter
and the Foundation’s e-newsletter for
details on the 2014 offering of this
workshop.

PHCC Educational Foundation
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors–National Association

2013 CONTRIBUTORS
as of

June 13th
FOUNDATION FELLOWS - $1000+: David Ariano, Bloomington/Normal PHCC, Laurie Crigler, David & Jan
Dugger, Federated Insurance, Gary Forosisky, Steven Heidler, Bill & Patty Jones, Gerry Kennedy, Craig &
Kathy Lewis, Frank & Iris Maddalon, Jerry Payne, PAMCANI & S.J. Peters , PHCC National Auxiliary, PHCC
of Tennessee, PHCC of Union County, NJ, Steven & Ann Rivers, Bryan Stansell, Joseph J. Sullivan, Kevin &
Kathy Tindall, United Association, Patrick Wallner, Anne Williams
CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE - $500+: Kenneth Alexander, Timothy Beil, Keith & Linda Bienvenu, Michael Bohinc,
Jessica Burden, John Dietz, Shawn & Matt Erickson, Fred Falkena, Greg Faustina, Joel Long, Robert
Melko, Skip & Ann Pfeffer, PHCC of Massachusetts, PHCC of Metro Washington, Quality Plumbing, Mark
S. Russo, Raymond Schulle, Cindy Sheridan, Orville Taecker, Joe Whitney, John Zink
CENTURY CLUB - $100+: David Adelmann, Mark Aigeldinger, Dale Arndt, Randy Baldwin, Dan Bernard,
David Bodenheimer, Raymond Bonetti, Patricia Bourgeois, William Boyadjis, Paul Buckley, Matt Butterly,
Anthony Caccia, Geno Caccia, Gerry Calfo, Kenny Calkins, Dan Callies, Richard Cancelosi, Rene Dauterive,
Jr., Michael Dolan, Sam Dowdy, Sr., Walt Edmunds, Larry Fischer, Dan Foley, Roger Fouche, Patricia
Frank, Sonny Friedman, Jim Fristad, Paul Hartz, Tina Hedrick, Jeff Heger, Chris Helm, Michael Hertzberg,
Ken Howes, Todd Iocco, George Johnson, Greg Joyce, Richard G. Jurzyk, Jr., William Kirkorian, James J.
Kreifels, Terry Kreifels, Rob Kreutzer, Joe Kuklis, Mark Larkin, William Leydon, Roger Lighthart, Carol
Lively, Rollie Marolf, David F. Marquez, Daryl Miller, Diane Mills, Northern Mech Plbg Cntrs Assn &
Mitchell Diers, Jerry Payne, Harley Perry, PHCC—National Association, PHCC of Illinois Auxiliary, PHCC of
Metro New Orleans, Karen Pickett-Havins, Vincent Pierangali, Plumbers and Pipefitters Local Union 9,
Don Powers, Robert Purzycki, Quality Service Contractors, Joseph William Rascher, Raymark Co., Inc., Tom
Riches, Kendel Richlen, Gerald Rinchuso, Rhonda Robillard, Arnie Rodio, Jerome M. Sabol, Jim Sabol,
Doug & Mary Santoro, Joan & Mike Schmitz, Robert Scott, Terry Self, Louis Senteno, Jack Shuman, Sandy
Stack, Paul Taecker, Kathy Thaut, Ricky Thompson, TomTom Business Solutions, Patrick Wallner, Mike
Wente, Ralph Wetzel, Frank M. Willburn, Frank O. Willburn, Kenneth Willburn, Michelle Wittig, George
Yezbak
SUSTAINING DONORS, Up to $99+: Anika Buckley Cruz, Ryan Carney, Dorothy Sharpe Clem, Joseph
Cornetta, Victoria Dalton, Richard Dixon, Jeff Eisen, Dennis Fanara, Janet Friesenhahn, Lamont Goldstein,
Michael Gordy, Randy Hanson, Joanna Hossack, James E. Kenney, Jr., Michael Lauber, Jim Lutz, Robert
J. Macca, Michael Mancini, Susan McDaniel, Brian McQuistion, Scott Norland, Herman Pace, Gerald
Richard, Jimmy Shafer, Bob Siepler, Noi Sithideth, Lawrence Snow, Mark Sugg, Charlie Wallace

Memorial & Special Gifts
In Memory of Audrey Bienvenu - Raymond Bonetti, Laurie Crigler, Michael Dolan, David & Jan Dugger, Bill &
Patty Jones, Gerry Kennedy, Craig & Kathy Lewis, Bob Macca, Jerry Payne, PHCC - Metro New Orleans, PHCC—
Natl. Assoc., Quality Service Contractors, Doug & Mary Santoro, Cindy Sheridan, Kevin & Kathy Tindall, Charlie
Wallace, Anne Williams, John Zink
In Memory of Salvador J. “Sal” Giardin - Bienvenu Brothers Enterprises, PHCC - Metro New Orleans
In Memory of Fran Williams - Joseph J. Sullivan, Joe Whitney, Anne Williams
Michael Bohinc in Memory of Richard Willkomm, Patricia Bourgeois in Memory of Al & Brian Bourgeois,
Gerry Calfo in Memory of Augie Calfo, James E. Kenney, Jr. in Memory of Mary R. Kenney, Gerald Rinchuso in
Memory of Leon Rinchuso, Steven Rivers in Memory of George Raburn, Sandy Stack in Memory of Lost PHCC
Family Members, Orville Taecker in Memory of Doreen Taecker, Ralph Wetzel in Memory of Adam Wetzel
PHCC of Massachusetts in Memory of James Grasseschi, John Leo O’Leary and Dan Maus
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MAKE YOUR GIFT NOW & KEEP GREAT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS COMING!
25 Years of Support!
Please make checks made payable to the PHCC Educational
Foundation & return to: 180 S. Washington St., P.O. Box
6808, Falls Church, VA 22046. Call with questions (800) 533-7694.
More details or give online at www.phccfoundation.org.
COMPLETE THIS FORM ONLINE AT: WWW.PHCCFOUNDATION.KINTERA.ORG/GIVE - OR SCAN THIS QR CODE:

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________________
Company: _______________________________________________ Phone: _______________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________________________________
My Annual Campaign Gift – Charge: q MC

q Visa

q Amex

q Bill Me

q Cash

Card #: ___________________________________ Exp. Date: _____________ Signature:____________________________
q $50 (Sustaining Donor) q $100 q $250 (Century Club) q Other: $______________
q $500 (Chairman’s Circle) q $1,000 (Fellow) q Add $25 to Honor InSinkErator’s 25 Years of Support!
Automatic Gift Option –
Please Charge My Credit Card Every: q Quarter

q Month

For This Amount: $___________

Beginning Date: _____________ & Ending q When My Gifts Total: $______________ OR q Continue Until I Cancel
You can make a change or discontinue this reoccurring gift at any time by calling the Foundation at (800) 533-7694.

The PHCC Educational Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization and your gifts are tax deductible to the fullest
extent allowed by law. You will receive a letter confirming your contribution for your tax records.

PLEASE FAX THIS SHEET TO 703-237-7442, OR MAIL WITH YOUR GIFT. THANK YOU!

