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SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE BY-LAWS 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

Article III: Purposes and Objectives 

The Purposes and Objectives were amended to more closely fit with the new Mission and Vision set 

forth by the Executive Committee. Previously there was a heavy focus on IAM's role with respect to 

the US government and US military. The current Purposes and Objectives are a relic of IAM's history 

and were no longer entirely relevant to all that IAM does or aspires to do.  

The Purposes and Objectives were also amended to set forth a clause about the dissolution of the 

association. In the current edition of the By-Laws, it is unclear how the assets of the association 

would be distributed. In the event of dissolution. As per 501(c)6 nonprofit law, IAM updated this 

section to better identify what would happen in that instance. 

Article IV, Section 3: Membership Withdrawal 

Staff identified a tension with the Receivable Protection Program in the current edition of the By-

Laws. To correct this tension, IAM updated the section so that members who indicate that they do 

not wish to maintain a membership are automatically removed from membership immediately. 

Article V: Dues and Accounting 

The current By-Laws have Article V named as “DUES”. In this Article, there were additional sections 

that did not specifically address dues but were relevant to the financial and accounting aspects of 

the association. IAM renamed this Article as dues and accounting. 

Article VI: Executive Committee 

The current By-Laws reflect the governing structure of the association when it was first formed. 

Specifically, the Officers are given primacy in the By-Laws ahead of the Executive Committee. it is 

current practice that the Executive Committee is the chief decision-making body of the association. 
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As such, the Executive Committee has been moved forward in the document and additional sections 

have been placed under this Article. Staff feels this will indicate to members and other stakeholders 

the central role the Executive Committee has in directing the affairs of the association. 

The current By-Laws include several conflicting sections regarding how to handle vacancies, how to 

conduct elections, the guidelines for holding meetings, and other things of that nature. IAM has 

harmonized these sections to fit current practice and ensure that there is no further tension in the 

document. Much of this is now set forth in Article VI or Article VIII.  

Article VI, Section 1: Authority of the Executive Committee 

The current version of the By-Laws includes language directing specific Executive Committee 

positions to represent the interests of the membership groups that elects that position. Executive 

Committee members shall represent the interests of the entire membership. As such, clarifying 

language was added to this section.  

Article VI: Executive Committee, Section 2: Composition of 

the Executive Committee 

This article also reflects the proposed additions of two new Executive Committee members:  

• Chair of the US Domestic Asset-Based (DAB) Mover Group 

• An additional Non-U.S. Core Member Representative 

Article VII: Officers 

The current By-Laws includes Articles for both “Officers” and “Duties of Officers”. In this proposed 

revision, staff has combined these Articles so the document is better organized.  

Article VII, Section 2: Qualifications of Officers 

This section specified a slightly different set of qualifications for the Chair vs. all other Officers. IAM 

harmonized the language so that the Chair has the same set of qualifications as the Officers.  
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Article IX: Volunteer Groups 

The current By-Laws include an Article on Standing and Special Committees. IAM is changing how 

we referred to these types of groups with a more expansive name of “Volunteer Groups”. This has 

been incorporated into this draft. 

Addendum to the By-Laws: US Domestic Asset-Based 

(DAB) Mover Group 

The proposed bylaws also include a new addendum on the US Domestic Asset-Based (DAB) Mover 

Group. Staff has also added elements to the bylaws alluding to the addendum and fitting this new 

group into the overall structure of the association. 

Addendum to the By-Laws: Core / Supplier Membership 

To fit with current practice where IAM has allowed Suppliers to run for the Executive Committee as 

the Core Member’ Representative, Staff is proposing to augment this addendum so that it is now the 

Core / Supplier Members’ Representative and Core / Supplier Members’ Representative-at-Large.   

To be more precise, IAM is also proposing to amend the name of the “Overseas Core Member 

Representative” to the “Non-U.S. Core Member Representative”.  

GENERAL CHANGES TO THE BY-LAWS 

IAM Staff have worked to modernize the By-Laws. Beyond the substantive changes enumerated 

above, IAM has corrected tensions, enhanced formatting, and harmonized style to ensure readability 

for all stakeholders.  

 

 

 


