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Culture and Agriculture Section 
 

The main activities of the C&A Section for 2007 were the search for a new editor for the 
journal, Culture & Agriculture, and plans for increasing the visibility and membership of 
the section. 
 

1. Status, Activities and Accomplishments.   
 

 Membership numbers continued to decline slowly.  The loss in the past 
decade, however, has been substantial.  Membership in 2000 was 331, 
declining to 244 in 2007, approximately 25 percent.  The sharpest declines 
were in 2002-2003 (9.5%) and 2004-2005 (9.2%).  Reasons for the decline are 
difficult to discern.  The drop in 2004-2005 may have been due to a 
membership dues increase (from $15 to $35 in 2004) and a decision to 
provide copies of the journal electronically rather than in print, but neither of 
those factors could have been responsible for the drop in 2002-2003.   

 
 C&A struggled financially to produce two issues of Culture & Agriculture in 

2007 and to retain one year of operating budget in reserve.   
 

o Publication costs for the journal were $14,058, exceeding the 
publication revenues by $6,429. When all revenue and cost factors are 
taken into account, the annual loss is projected to be $955.  The net 
assets at the end of November, 2007, were $23,645.91, but an 
estimated $7,374 cost for publications has not yet been deducted from 
the account.  The year-end assets are expected to be approximately 
$16,300.   

 
o The budget picture for 2008 is much rosier than it has been in previous 

years, thanks to the new publication contract with Wiley-Blackwell.  
They will provide $6,442 to cover production and mailing costs for 
Culture & Agriculture.  The amount contributed in subsequent years 
will depend on the distribution formula recommended by the 
Committee on the Future of Print and Electronic Publishing (CFPEP) 
and adopted by the AAA. 

 
 An extensive search for a new editor for Culture & Agriculture, chaired by Dr. 

Glenn Stone (Washington University), was concluded at the end of 
November, with Dr. Kendall Thu (Northern Illinois University) appointed as 
editor for a three-year period, beginning in December 2007.  Dr. Thu replaces 
Dr. James McDonald (University of Texas at San Antonio), who provided 10 
years of service. 

 



 Notable activities at the AAA meetings in DC included appointment of a new 
AN editor, a new program chair, symposia and sessions, and discussions and 
plans at the Executive Board and business meetings. 

 
 

o A new editor was appointed for the Anthropology Newsletter, Dr. 
Ronald Rich (Henry Ford Community College), to succeed Dr. Lois 
Stanford (New Mexico State University). 

 
o A new program chair was appointed for the 2008 meetings, Dr. Todd 

Crane (Wageningen University, Netherlands), to replace Dr. Lisa 
Markowitz (University of Louisville), who provided three years of 
service. 

 
o The highlight of the C&A sessions at the DC meetings was an invited 

symposium “Farm Bill Conversation,” featuring three discussants, 
Charles Hanrahan (Congressional Record Service), Steph Larson 
(Acting Policy Director of the Community Food Security Coalition), 
and M. Logan (Sustainable Agriculture Coalition).  In addition, C&A 
co-sponsored a Presidential Session (with Food & Nutrition), “The 
Public Interest and the American Food Enterprise,” followed by a 
Policy Panel on the same topic.  C&A also had seven sponsored 
sessions (one invited).    

  
o Considerable discussion at the Board and Business Meetings was 

devoted to the need to increase membership in the section through 
increased visibility and service to the membership.  Several activities 
were planned, including development of a new website, increased 
interaction with other sections, especially The Anthropology of Food 
& Nutrition, resumption of regular columns in the Anthropology 
Newsletter, and the possibility of a name change for the section to 
reflect the interests of the membership more broadly and to attract new 
members.  The possible consideration of a name change is discussed 
further below, in future plans. 

 
 The major outreach efforts were continued publication of the journal and the 

maintenance of a listserv.  In addition, sessions were sponsored jointly with 
other sections of the AAA at the DC meetings, including sponsorship of a 
social/cash bar and lecture, by Warren Belasco, with Food & Nutrition.   

 
2. Future Plans or Activities. 
 

 One planned activity is currently underway, development of a new 
webpage on a new website, to be based at the University of Kent and 
maintained by Dr. Michael Fischer.   

 



 Increased use of the listserv will be made: (1) to encourage current 
members to recruit new members, and (2) to keep the membership abreast 
of new and planned activities.  One activity will be discussion of the 
possibility of a name change and solicitation of ideas and perspectives by 
the membership. 

 
 C&A will offer a prize for a student paper, effective in 2008.  A 

committee, chaired by Dr. Lisa Markowitz, has been appointed to develop 
the criteria and plans for the prize.   

 
 

3. Other Items. 
 

 One issue that concerns Culture & Agriculture is the discussions at the 
Section Assembly to address questions about sections whose membership 
fall below 250.  The issue continues to be raised, even though it was tabled 
once with an implicit understanding that it would remain off the agenda.  
C&A is not one of the sections exempted for low membership, and even 
though we remain near the 250 threshold, we hope that future discussions 
within AAA will promote flexibility on this matter.   

 
 C&A encourages CFPEP and the AAA to adopt a policy on an allocations 

formula to distribute income received by AAA from Wiley-Blackwell that 
follows the principles of fairness, diversity, and transparency & 
inclusiveness.   

 
Contact Information for Culture & Agriculture Officers 

 
Past President (2004-2006): 
Murray Leaf, Professor 
School of Social Sciences 
University of Texas at Dallas 
PO Box 0688 
Richardson, TX 75083-0688 
972-883-2732; fax 972-964-0094 
mjleaf@utdallas.edu 
 
Current President (2006-2008): 
Ben G. Blount, Professor 
College of Liberal and Fine Arts 
University of Texas at San Antonio 
San Antonio, TX 78249-0641 
210-627-3265; fax 210-458-4347 
benjamin.blount@utsa.edu 
 
 

 
President-Elect (-2007-2008): 
Anita Spring, Professor 
Department of Anthropology 
University of Florida 
PO Box 117305 
Gainesville, FL 21611-7305 
352-392-7102 ext. 308; fax 352-392-
6969 
aspring@ufl.edu 
 
Board Member-at-Large (2006-2008): 
Joan Mencher, Emerita Professor 
City University of New York 
Chair, Second Chance Foundation 
201 West 72 St., Suite 16E 
New York, NY 10023 
jmencher@Thesecondchance.org 
joan.mencher@gmail.com 
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Board Member-at-Large (2007-2009): 
Donna L. Chollett, Associate Professor 
Coordinator, Latin American Area 
Studies 
Division of Social Sciences 
University of Minnesota – Morris 
600 East 4th Street 
Morris, MN 56267-2132 
320-589-6215; fax 320-578-6117 
cholledl@morris.umn.edu 
 
Secretary/Treasurer (2007-2009): 
Ryan T. Adams, Ph.D. 
Department of Anthropology 
Indiana University 
Bloomington, IN 
812-856-5327 
rtadams@indiana.edu 
 
 
Student Board Member (2007-2009): 
Milan Shrestha, Ph.D. 
LANRA, 105J Baldwin Hall 
Department of Anthropology 
University of Georgia 
Athens, GA 30602 
706-542-3141; fax 706-542-5617 
milanshrestha10@yahoo.com 
 

Editor, Culture & Agriculture (2007-
2010): 
Kendall Thu, Professor 
Department of Anthropology 
220C Stevens 
Northern Illinois University 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
815-753-0479; fax 815-753-7027 
T20KMT1@wpo.cso.niu.edu 
 
Editor, Anthropology Newsletter (2007-
2009): 
Ronald Rich, Ph.D. 
Social Sciences Division 
Henry Ford Community College 
5101 Evergreen Road 
Dearborn, MI 48128 
734-485-9006 
rdrich95@sbcglobal.net 
 
Program Chair (2008): 
Todd Crane, Ph.D. 
Technology and Agrarian Development 
Chair Group Hollandseweg 1 
6706KN Wageningen 
The Netherlands 
31-317-482873 
todd.crane@wur.nl
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