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Summary: 
The Association for Feminist Anthropology is celebrating twenty years of AFA history since its 
founding as a section of AAA.  With the official anniversary date in 2008, we kicked off 
activities this past year with the first series on gender in the discipline to appear in Anthropology 
News, with contributions from founders as well as younger scholars in feminist anthropology;  
with a full program at AAA including Presidential and invited sessions examining the state of the 
field;  and with the launching of an archival project to catalogue AFA material spanning two 
decades for use by scholars and students of feminist anthropology.  We have a robust board, an 
active website, and a somewhat less active listserv; our experiment with having an AFA blog did 
not take off.  We continue to see a drop in membership and our online journal Voices has 
temporarily slowed publication, but we are working to be pro-active and find ways to attract 
stronger membership at a time when many sections are facing similar difficulties.  We bring in 
younger scholars in part through our Forman paper prizes and our Hurston travel awards.  Our 
budget is healthy and we were able to take leadership in a shared reception that drew a capacity 
crowd at this year’s AAA with five co-sponsors (SANA, ABA, ALLA, SLACA, and SOLGA).  
Finally, we had another T-shirt fundraiser, which provided more visibility than donations but 
was good for public relations.  In the 2007 election, we chose a new President-elect and updated 
the AFA bylaws for the first time in a decade. 
 
Section Officers and board members during 2007 
Florence E. Babb  President  fbabb@wst.ufl.edu 
Cheryl Rodriguez President-elect  crodrigu@cas.usf.edu 
Meena Khandelwal Secretary  meena-khandelwal@uiowa.edu 
Evelyn Blackwood Treasurer  blackwood@purdue.edu 
 
Other board members included Deborah Crooks and Amy Harper, who completed their terms in 
2007, and continuing members Jane Henrici, Martin Manalansan, Angele Smith, and Ara 
Wilson.  In the 2007 AAA elections, Dorothy Hodgson was elected the next President-elect of 
AFA;  she joined us at our board and business meetings at AAA in Washington DC, as did Beth 
Uzwiak, our new student representative on the board.   
 
Others who have worked closely with the board and participated at our meetings when possible 
were Gayatri Reddy (AFA Program editor for 2007), Sue Hyatt (Voices editor), Rebecca Upton 
(AN column editor for AFA), Colleen Morgan (AFA listserv) and Suzanne Baker (AFA website 
manager).   
 
1.  Status, Activities, and Accomplishments 
Membership declined from 820 members in October 2006 to 776 members in October 2007.  Of 
the latter number, 457 are regular members, 296 are students, and 23 are retired members.  This 
was a 5% drop in membership, with the largest loss of 34 individuals in the student category.  A 
possible reason for the decline is that AFA makes a number of benefits of membership available 
to nonmembers through its web site and listserv and puts its journal Voices on its website.  We 
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want to continue these practices, but need to find other ways to have a steady and growing 
membership.  The 2007 AAA meeting showcased AFA though prominent sessions and a highly 
successful reception, and the AN attention to gender and feminist issues has also brought 
valuable attention to AFA. 
 
Financial balances for section budget and factors affecting finances. Our budget continues to be in 
good shape, showing an increase in net assets.  Although figures are only available up to the end of 
September 2007, they show that we have increased our assets by nearly $7000 since the end of 2006.  
We continue to keep our expenses fairly low, with the major expenses being our awards, travel 
expenses and expenses at the AAA meetings.  We were not hit heard with AnthroSource expenses 
because of our decision to publish Voices on our own and not to put new issues on AnthroSource.  
With the turn-around of AnthroSource, however, we were expected to receive  $1,282 in revenues in 
2007 for the six volumes of Voices that are on AnthroSource, and at the same time had no Voices 
expenses for the year 

 
NOTE: 2007 report is based on Jan. 2007 to Sept. 2007 AFA financial statements.  Many 
expenses came in the final months of the year, particularly with the AAA conference. 

 
 
BUDGET/EXPENSES 2007 
 
 Budgeted Actual (as of 30 Sept 07) 
REVENUE:  
Membership dues 9,102.00 6,548.09 
Subscription Sales     0      10.00   
Mailing list rental     0      15.00 
Contributions       50.00   
Total Revenue 9,102.00    6,623.09 
 

 
 Budgeted   Actual  [estimated]       
EXPENDITURES:     
Travel and Expenses 4200.00        0.00 [2,000] 
Awards & Honors 2100.00        0.00 [1,200] 
Web Site   600.00        0.00 
Postage   100.00        0.00 
Meetings 1500.00  0.00 [1,541.60] 
Development & Promo   300.00         0.00  [622.00] 

Storage     50.00       96.66 
YTD Pub (Rev) less exp*     (1282.00)     (246.00) 
Miscellaneous expenses    400.00         0.00    
Total Expenditures  7,968.00   (149.34) [5,214.60] 
 
Change in Net Assets  $6,772.43  
Net Assets at End of Sept. 2007   $29,321.89 
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AAA meeting highlights 
Program chair Gayatri Reddy, along with co-chair Donna Murdock, were able to put forward 13 
AFA-sponsored panels in 2007.  They aimed to expand the possibilities for co-operation with 
other sections and therefore chose to co-sponsor more invited sessions than the year before. AFA 
co-sponsored/ invited four sessions: one, a presidential session, two with SOLGA, and one with 
APLA. The four invited sessions are: 1) Engendering the Discipline:  This is what a Feminist 
Anthropologist Looks Like, organized by Florence Babb (a double, presidential session); 2) 
Commodified Romance and Intimate Selves, organized by Allison Alexy (co-sponsored with 
SOLGA); 3) The Age of Resent -- Sex, Politics, and Panics co-organized by Cymene Howe 
and Gil Herdt (also co-sponsored with SOLGA); and 4) Beyond the Dominance of Rape: 
Epistemologies of Sexual Violence organized by Srimati Basu (co-sponsored with APLA). 
 
One of the highlights of the AAA is always the presentation of our awards to graduate students.  
The Sylvia Forman Awards for 2007 were presented by Cheryl Rodriguez, committee chair: 
Kate Goldade, U Arizona, Graduate Prize:  “‘How can they throw me out when the baby is 
from here?’: Reproduction, Citizenship, and Undocumented Nicaraguan Migrants in Costa Rica” 
Fae Goodman, U of Louisville, Undergraduate Prize:  “Fishnets and Broken Bones: The 
Stylized Femininity of a Women’s Full-Contact Sport”  
We also recognized the following papers, which won Honorable Mention: 
Dawn Pankonien, Northwestern U, Graduate: “Single Mother Families Redux: Tourism 
Development and Gender Relations in Huatulco, Oaxaca, Mexico” 
Jessica Gross, Princeton U, Undergraduate:  “Gender Segregation in Vocational Activities at 
a Kampala, Uganda Primary School” 
Zora Neale Hurston travel awards were presented by Deborah Crooks, committee chair, to 
Lauren Fordyce (U Florida), Brenda Sendejo (U Texas Austin), Kenda Stewart (U Iowa), and 
Lal Zimman (U Colorado Boulder). 
 
Website, listserv, and blog 
Suzanne Baker continues to serve as web master and has instituted new practices that will further 
enhance the site.  There is a call for a book review editor for the site and AFA has also identified 
a board member who will serve as a web site liaison, in order to be sure that matters of 
importance to AFA are reflected on the site.  Under Suzanne’s management, the web site is a 
vital resource that provides excellent outreach to both members and non-members of AFA. 
 
Colleen Morgan, listserv manager, reported limited activity on the AFA Mailing List this year, 
with only a few postings per week on average.  In general, the mailing list has hosted the usual 
job postings, CFPs, and bibliographic questions.  There has been an increased attrition rate, with 
5-8 email addresses becoming defunct each month, and 1-3 unsubscriptions in that same time.  
There are few new subscription notices, on average 1-2 per month.  As of November 2007, the 
mailing list had 333 subscribers.  Colleen offered suggestions for encouraging AFA members to 
join the listserv and make it more relevant. 
 
There has been no action on the AFA blog.  The idea was initially proposed to the board as a 
collaborative effort, but the lack of discussion on the mailing list suggests that we may not have 
enough content to drive the effort. 
 



 4

Outreach efforts 
AFA continues to collaborate with other sections of AAA, particularly with those representing 
historically under-represented groups, such as ABA, ALLA, and SOLGA.  These and other 
sections worked with us this year to sponsor sessions and host a reception at AAA. At our board 
meeting in November, we had two non-board members join us briefly for discussion of ways to 
reach out beyond the AAA.   
 
Sandra Morgen presented a preliminary proposal for a history / memoir project focusing on the 
first two decades of feminist anthropology.  She suggested that the project could draw on 
interviews with AFA founders and lead to AAA sessions and publication.  The board expressed 
enthusiastic support, particularly as this parallels efforts to create AFA archives, now under way. 
Eva Friedlander called on AFA to join with IWAC (International Women’s Anthropology 
Conference) to support IWAC’s efforts as an international NGO with consultative status in the 
United Nations. 
 
AFA is very pleased that an edited collection, The Gender of Globalization, which began as an 
AFA session and was later an SAR advanced seminar, has now been published by the SAR 
Press.  The editors, Nandini Gunewardena and Ann Kingsolver, both active AFA members, are 
to be credited for bringing the anthology out for wide distribution.                    
 
Changes in bylaws 
Since its founding in 1988, AFA revised its bylaws once a decade ago.  In 2007, we brought the 
bylaws up to date in line with current AAA practices and changed our number of board members 
from three to four and adjusted their terms of service to from two to three years.  Our 
membership voted unanimously in support and we now have a staggered system whereby 
officers and board members hold three-year terms, giving greater continuity of service (the 
President-elect continues to hold a two-year term followed by two years as President).  At the 
2007 board meeting, we agreed to propose a further change on the 2008 ballot, making our 
student representative an elected position on the board. 
 
2.  Future plans and activities 
Following from what is reported above, AFA is ready to work harder to widen its net to bring in 
membership and participation in AFA governance.  To this end, there was a recent call on the 
AFA listserv for nominations board elected board positions.  This helped AFA to identify 
individuals who might not otherwise have been known to the nominations committee.  Likewise, 
we are casting a wider net to locate future program chairs and Voices editors.  Instead of leaving 
it to current program chairs to simply find a suitable co-chair, the AFA board will play a bigger 
part in the process.  And we have already designated a Voices editorial group to assist the current 
editor in bringing out two issues in 2008 and to oversee a transition to the next editor.  The 
proposed bylaw change to elect a graduate student representative to the board is another step 
toward a more democratic and inclusive process.  We feel that opening up such opportunities 
will increase the likelihood of growing our membership base and bring new perspective to AFA. 
 
AFA, as noted, has launched an archival project and is already at work with an archivist who is 
cataloguing material from the last two decades of AFA organizing activity.  We have also put out 
a call for more material to be contributed from around the country, and at least one person has 
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come forward with material to donate.  We must determine an appropriate “home” for this 
material, where it may be available to those interested.  AFA has also agreed to work with 
Sandra Morgen to carry out future research on AFA and feminist anthropological history.  In 
addition, the section is prepared to follow up with IWAC as a way to interface with feminist 
anthropologists at a global level on issues of shared importance. 
 
As noted, Voices has slowed publication but has two issues in the works that we hope will be 
completed in 2008.  One is nearly finished and the other, based on papers presented in a AAA 
session, is now being revised by contributors.  We anticipate continued discussion with the 
Board about the future of Voices and our relationship with AnthroSource and Wiley-Blackwell.   
The most recent issue of Voices was published in August 2005; by agreement of the board, we 
decided that Voices would move to being a web-based publication in order to save on printing 
and mailing costs.  The issue currently in production is a special issue on girls based on a panel 
that Dana-Ain Davis and Susan Hyatt organized for the AAA meeting in 2005.   The next issue 
after the one Susan Hyatt is currently working on will be guest edited by Judith Singleton and 
Lea McChesney.  The publication will be based on an AFA-sponsored double panel presented at 
the 2006 AAA meetings, entitled, “Critical Intersections/Dangerous Issues:  Anthropological 
Perspectives on Sexual Violence and Bodily Health.”  In all there will be 10 contributions based 
on the strongest papers (7) and remarks by discussants (3).   
 
The main challenge currently facing Voices is developing an institutionalized procedure for lay-
out.  Since we are no longer printing or mailing hard copy, this is the only expense.  In addition, 
members of the AFA board and Susan Hyatt have engaged in discussions with members of the 
AAA new publications committee to discuss if or when VOICES might join AnthroSource at a 
future date to be negotiated with the AAA CFPEP Committee and with Wiley-Blackwell. 
 
3.  Other items of concern 
AFA has raised the bar on expectations for organizing activity in recent years.  This is apparent 
in small but significant ways such as keeping careful minutes of meetings and putting them on 
our web site for others to access, as well as larger ways such as hosting substantial gatherings at 
AAA which bring together some of the most vital and diverse sections of AAA.  Over the last 
four years, board members have shown interest in playing a bigger part in section governance 
and have truly stepped up to the plate to do so.  It is evident that those who are active in AFA are 
also active in other sections and in AAA committees and governance.  This expands our reach 
and also helps set our priorities as a section.  We anticipate that the growing visibility of AFA 
will bring back old members and attract new ones in the year ahead, which should be a banner 
year marking the section’s twentieth anniversary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


