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Introduction: 

 
This document presents the combined analyses of reports of ongoing developments in Israel-

Palestine by three members of the Members’ Programmatic Advisory and Advocacy 

Committee (MPAAC) including two experts and five participating anthropologists with 
expertise on Israel-Palestine serving in an advisory capacity. It is the second report issued in 

the monitoring process mandated in 2016 by the Executive Board (EB) of the American 

Anthropological Association (AAA) as part of the Courses of AAA Action Concerning 

Israel-Palestine (CACIP) and covers the period of January 1-January 20, 2019. According to 
the CACIP, the MPAAC has an explicit role in the following two areas:  

 

“AAA will charge the Committee for Human Rights (or its future substitute) with 
monitoring the situation on a regular basis.”  

 

“AAA will charge the Committee for Human Rights (or its substitute) to monitor 

changes in US policy on a regular basis (time frame to be determined).”  
 

Guided by the findings in the AAA Task Force Report on Israel-Palestine (TFIP) the 

analysis of curated information for this period is structured according to key patterns and 
issues identified in the TFIP report under the three main categories of human rights, 

academic freedom, and U.S. policy. Given this charge by the EB, the MPAAC chair, in 

consultation with the President, Executive Director, and participating AAA staff, developed 

a systematic plan for monitoring conditions in Israel-Palestine and U.S. policy towards 
Israel-Palestine. “Monitoring” in this instance means maintaining a record of news reports 

documenting violations of human rights and academic freedom. Monitoring also includes 

noting any new developments or changes in US policy vis-à-vis Israel.  

An important part of the monitoring process is the participation of anthropologists with 
considerable research experience and on-the-ground expertise in Israel-Palestine. A total of 

five individuals, including Drs. Amahl Bishara, Ilana Feldman, and Dan Segal, serving in 

advisory roles, evaluated and contributed to the body of information curated by AAA staff. 

The remainder of this document provides a synthesis of the findings of the monitoring team.  

Findings of the Monitoring Team: 

 

Summary:  
 

The monitoring team for the 2018 report found no significant improvement in the human 
rights context of Israel/Palestine. Reports by human rights agencies suggest several 

consistent areas of ongoing (routinized) human rights violations against Palestinians 

including settlement expansion, home demolitions, the suppression of free speech and 
assembly, and violations resulting from the Gaza Blockade. In addition, the monitoring 

team found that key shifts in U.S. policy under the Trump administration including the 
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recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, the defunding of humanitarian agencies and 

aid, and ongoing support for settlements have raised serious concerns among human rights 
and humanitarian organizations. U.S. support for Israel in foreign policy has been matched 

by domestic support among some U.S. politicians for the Israel Anti-Boycott Act1, which 

was criticized by the New York Times editorial board2 and, according to the ACLU, 

violates the First Amendment3. The monitoring team has also observed several attacks on 
the academic freedom of scholars opposed to Israeli occupation and colonization within the 

U.S. academy. 

 
The summary data provided in this report should not be read as a simple itemization of 

Israeli state violations of human rights. Rather, MPAAC offers this report as alarming 

evidence for the intensification of Israeli colonization and the preclusion of Palestinian 

territorial and national independence. This process entails a constellation of rights violations 
that are facilitating the permanent erasure of Palestinian territory and stifling resistance. 

Furthermore, U.S. policy shifts by the Trump administration and some members of 

Congress reveal a commitment to supporting and legitimating Israeli policies while 
punishing Palestinians and their supporters. Consistent with, and in the spirit of, the 1999 

Declaration on Anthropology and Human Rights, MPAAC presents this report as an urgent 

call for considering the AAA’s involvement in the question of Israel-Palestine.  

 

I. Israeli Policy:  
 

The Israeli occupation of the West Bank (including East Jerusalem) is now in its 51st year. 

Despite the withdrawal of the Israeli military and settlers from the Gaza Strip in 2005, the 
territory remains under an 11-year blockade. Under both regimes of control (the occupation 

and blockade), Palestinians continue to suffer serious human rights violations. As numerous 

human rights agencies have indicated, Israeli authorities in the Occupied West Bank have 

continued systematic violations of Palestinians’ rights through settlement expansion, home 
demolitions, restrictions on movement, the unlawful killing of civilians including children, 

torture, arbitrary arrests and detentions, and restrictions on academic freedom and freedom 

of conscience/expression4. Through its blockade of the Gaza Strip, Israel has also 

maintained a system of control that the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) has described as a “humanitarian crisis.”  

 

Academic Freedom/Free Speech and Expression: Over the course of 2018, human rights 
monitors have documented various ways Israeli authorities have suppressed the right to free 

speech, expression, and association/assembly including restrictions on visas, blacklists, and, 

in the worst case, unlawful killings.  

 
The right to education is premised on the state’s ability to provide schools. In 2018, Human 

Rights Watch reported that Israeli authorities were denying Palestinian children their right 

to an education by preventing the creation of schools and demolishing those it claims were 

                                                        
1 https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1697 
2 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/18/opinion/editorials/israel-bds.html 
3 https://www.aclu.org/letter/aclu-statement-s-720-israel-anti-boycott-act 
4 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/israel/palestine 
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built illegally5. According to the report, “Israel has repeatedly denied Palestinians permits to 

build schools in the West Bank and demolished schools built without permits, making it 
more difficult or impossible for thousands of children to get an education.” HRW also 

suggested that approximately 44 Palestinian schools faced the risk of partial or complete 

demolition because they lacked permits. Challenging the alleged illegality of the schools, 

HRW indicated that Israeli authorities refuse to authorize most new construction in areas of 
the West Bank it exclusively controls (60% of the territory) even while it facilitates the 

construction of Israeli settlements.  

 
In 2017, Israel instituted a new law prohibiting the extension of visas or residency to any 

non-Israeli citizen or permanent resident that individually supports the boycott of Israel or 

who works for an organization that supports the boycott6. In 2018, the law found expression 

in both the blacklisting of specific organizations and the denial of entry of several U.S. 
academics. Early in the year, Israel’s Strategic Affairs Ministry published a list of 20 

international organizations prohibited from entering Israel as a result of their support for the 

BDS. Another 19 organizations remain unnamed by the ministry7. Among the U.S. 
organizations banned from Israel are the American Friends Service Committee, Jewish 

Voices for Peace, and the U.S. Campaign for Palestinian Rights8. In addition, several U.S. 

scholars were barred from entering Israel as a result of the 2017 law. Katherine Franke, a 

professor of Law at Columbia, and Vincent Warren, the executive director of the New York 
Center for Constitutional Rights, were both denied entry because of their support for the 

BDS movement9. Both Franke and Warren traveled to Israel/Palestine to meet with Israeli 

and Palestinian graduate students and lead a delegation of civil rights leaders from the U.S. 
when they were detained for 14 hours then forced to leave the country10.  

 

The Palestinian poet, Dareen Tatour, was sentenced to a five-month jail term in Israel for 

incitement. According to PEN11, Tatour, a Palestinian citizen of Israel, has spent almost 
three years in jail or under house arrest since her initial arrest in 2015 and conviction in 

2018 for three posts on social media that Israeli authorities called “incitement to violence 

and support for terrorist organizations.”  
 

In October, an American graduate student at the University of Florida, Lara Alqasem, was 

detained at the Israeli border because of her support for the BDS movement12. Challenging 

her detainment, Alqasem sued the Israeli government and won. Although the court ruled in 
Alqasem’s favor, the decision did not alter or eliminate any elements of the law and was 

based on the condition that she promise not to criticize Israel and that she disavows support 

                                                        
5 https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/04/25/israel-army-demolishing-west-bank-schools 
6 https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/03/10/scholars-speak-out-against-new-law-barring-supporters-
boycotts-entering-israel 
7 https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/israel-says-jewish-voice-for-peace-activists-will-not-be-allowed-entry-
1.5729718 
8 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/07/world/middleeast/israel-bds-boycott-divestment-sanctions.html 
9 https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2018/05/07/columbia-professor-barred-israel 
10 https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2018/12/12/the-pro-israel-push-to-purge-us-campus-critics/ 
11 https://pen.org/press-release/sentencing-of-palestinian-poet-dareen-tatour-to-five-months-in-prison-unjustly-
criminalizes-free-expression/ 
12 https://apnews.com/59cb3c23483f436ea91fefd4b8ed54c0 
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for the BDS movement13. Alqasem’s case is critical since, as Haaretz reported14, the denial 

of her entry, as the denial of Franke and Warren, was based on a list created by the U.S 
right-wing organization, the Canary Mission, which, along with the Tea Party and far-right 

Islamophobic organizations, is funded by the Jewish Community Federation in San 

Francisco15.  According to the Scholars at Risk Academic Freedom Monitoring Project, the 

Canary Mission publishes online profiles of professors and students it identifies as 
“promoting and enabling BDS in any of its forms.” Yet, as the report suggests, individuals 

on the site have been victims of internet trolling and have had their profiles “sent to current 

and potential employers in an effort to interrupt their careers and expose their alleged 
views16.” 

 

In March 2018, the Council for Higher Education in Israel published an ethics code that 

forces universities and colleges to follow a set of rules aimed at “rejecting politicization in 
academia.” According to new report by i24 News in Israel, the new code includes the 

prohibition of participation in boycotts of Israeli institutions17 

 
In their annual report on academic freedom, the Scholars at Risk Network described several 

restrictions on international scholars seeking to work in the Occupied West Bank. These 

restrictions include the ability to enter or remain in the West Bank, the denial of visas, 

administrative burdens including shifting visa documentation requirements, arbitrarily 
shortened visa periods, restriction on movement in the West Bank, demands for financial 

bonds of up to $22,000 USD, and lack of transparency regarding the application of visa-

related rules18. In July 2018, the report indicated that 15 members of Birzeit University in 
Ramallah, several of whom had worked for Birzeit for over a decade, had their visa renewal 

applications denied or faced other significant delays over the past two years.  

 

Challenging increasing restrictions on international scholars, the American Anthropological 
Association took the important step of sending a letter to Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin 

Netanyahu, and several Ministers, requesting that the Israeli government “change current 

visa policies so that they provide foreign nationals undertaking collaborative scholarship 
with faculty and students at Palestinian universities the same access currently enjoyed by 

foreign nationals at Israeli universities.” 

 

After 22 years of monitoring conditions in the Palestinian city of Hebron/Khalil, Israel has 
expelled Temporary International Presence in Hebron (TIPH). According to Haaretz19, 

Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, claimed the organization worked against 

                                                        
13 https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2018/12/12/the-pro-israel-push-to-purge-us-campus-critics/ 
14 https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-official-documents-prove-israel-bans-young-americans-based-
on-canary-mission-site-1.6530903 
15 https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2018/12/12/the-pro-israel-push-to-purge-us-campus-critics/ 
16 https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think-2018/ 
17 https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/society/170756-180325-israel-moves-to-ban-political-propaganda-
from-university-classrooms 
18 https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Free-to-Think-2018.pdf 
19 https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-to-expel-international-monitoring-force-in-hebron-after-
20-year-presence-1.6883412 
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Israel and noted two alleged incidents involving TIPH members. The first involved 

allegations that a TIPH member punctured the tire of an Israeli settler and the second 
concerned allegations that a TIPH member slapped an Israeli settler child. Haaretz also 

reported that the decision to expel TIPH follows the release of a confidential report by TIPH 

“citing numerous violations of international law by Israel that seemed to confirm Hebron’s 

status as a city torn by both a civilian and military occupation.” Covering 20 years of 
observations, the report noted over 40,000 incidents in the occupied city.  

 

In Gaza, human rights monitors have revealed an alarming trend in excessive force and 
unlawful killings. Beginning in March 30, 2018, Palestinians in Gaza began weekly protests 

at the Gaza/Israel border called “The Great March of Return.” The rallies commemorate 

the Nakba of 1948 when approximately 750,000 Palestinians were displaced from their 

homes and reaffirms the right of Palestinian refugees to return to Palestine. According to 
B’Tselem, in 2018, Israeli forces killed 254 Palestinians, including two women and 47 

minors, at the Gaza rallies20. Human rights monitors including Human Rights Watch, 

Amnesty International, and a United Nations human rights expert21 have denounced the 
killings and injuries as “unlawful” and “calculated.” Human Rights Watch, for example, 

investigated the killing of 14 Palestinian demonstrators on March 30 and determined that 

Israeli forces used lethal and excessive force in circumstances where Israeli soldiers faced no 

imminent threat 22. Philip Luther, Research and Advocacy Director for the Middle East and 
North Africa at Amnesty International, described Israeli actions at the protests as “another 

horrific example of the Israeli military using excessive force and live ammunition in a totally 

deplorable way…committing what appear to be willful killings constituting war crimes”23. 
The New York Times conducted its own investigation into the killing of Rouzan al-Najjar, a 

20-year-old medic assisting wounded Palestinians during the Gaza protest. According to the 

report, “the bullet that killed her…was fired by an Israeli sniper into a crowd that included 

white-coated medics in plain view…[and] appears to have been reckless at best, and possibly 
a war crime, for which no one has yet been punished”24.  

 

Self-Determination: Human rights advocates have raised concerns over Israel’s proposed 
Basic Law: Israel – The Nation-State of the Jewish People. According to a report by 

Adalah, The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel25, the new law states that “the 

State of Israel is the nation-state of the Jewish people” and that the realization of national 

self-determination in the State of Israel will be exclusively for the Jewish people. If 
implemented, the law would result in the de facto denial of self-determination for 

Palestinian people both in Israel and the Occupied Territories solely because of their non-

Jewish identity. As such, Adalah suggests that the law violates international law by 

                                                        
20  https://www.btselem.org/press_releases/20190117_2018_fatalities 
21 https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/10/1022032 
22 https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/04/03/israel-gaza-killings-unlawful-calculated 
23 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/05/israelopt-use-of-excessive-force-in-gaza-an-abhorrent-
violation-of-international-law/ 
24 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/30/world/middleeast/gaza-medic-israel-shooting.html 
25 https://www.adalah.org/uploads/uploads/Adalah%20Position%20Paper%20-
%20Basic%20Law%20Jewish%20Nation%20State%20-%20ENGLISH%20-%2015072018%20-%20FINAL.pdf 
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discriminating against Arabs in the most fundamental aspect of political life, namely 

citizenship.  
 

Home Demolitions: Israeli demolitions of Palestinian homes and/or non-residential 

structures26 generally fall into one of three categories: homes/non-residential structures built 

without building permits, punitive demolitions, and demolitions for alleged military 
purposes. In 2018, Israeli authorities increased their policy of home demolitions within the 

Occupied West Bank and Israel by 10% (since 2017)27. In Occupied East Jerusalem, which 

B’Tselem has described as “unlawfully annexed,” Israeli authorities demolished 
approximately 57 housing units for lack of building permits. The demolitions left 144 

Palestinians homeless28. Ten of the housing units were demolished by Palestinians 

themselves in order to avoid paying the Israeli municipality for the demolition costs and 

fines. In the West Bank, Israeli authorities demolished 82 housing units leaving 251 
Palestinians homeless for building without permits29. According to Amnesty International 

and other human rights monitors, it is near impossible for Palestinians to acquire necessary 

permits from Israeli authorities and are thus forced to build “illegally.” In an analysis of 
building permit approvals in Area C30 between the years 2010-2014, for example, B’Tselem 

found that only 1.5% of 2,020 applications were approved (33 permits)31. In the Occupied 

West Bank, Israel demolished nine apartments as punitive measures leaving 30 Palestinians 

homeless32 and destroyed numerous non-residential structures for alleged military purposes 
including (but not limited to) a barn in the village of Birqin, an agricultural storehouse in 

Farsh al-Hawa, and three storehouses in Qabalan33. One of the more publicized instances of 

Israeli demolitions and the forced transfer of Palestinians included the Bedouin community 
of Khan al-Amar. According to Amnesty International, Israel offered the villagers a choice 

of two possible destinations: a site near the former Jerusalem municipal garbage dump or a 

site in the vicinity of a sewage plant near Jericho34. Both Amnesty International and OCHA 

have described such actions as violations of international humanitarian law (Fourth Geneva 
Convention) and war crimes under the statute of the International Criminal Court35. 

 

Settlements: Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories have been widely 
condemned as violations of international law. According to B’Tselem, “settlements are the 

single most important factor in shaping life in the West Bank [and] contravene international 

humanitarian law, which states that an occupying power may not relocate its own citizens 

                                                        
26 According to B’Tselem, non-residential structures include fences, cisterns, roads, storerooms, farming 

buildings, businesses, and public buildings. 
27 https://www.juancole.com/2019/01/demolished-palestinian-structures.html 
28 https://www.btselem.org/planning_and_building/east_jerusalem_statistics 
29 https://www.btselem.org/planning_and_building/statistics 
30 Area C designates 61% of the Occupied West Bank in which Israel exercises full control over security and civil 
affairs. 
31 https://www.btselem.org/planning_and_building 
32 https://www.btselem.org/punitive_demolitions/statistics 
33 https://www.btselem.org/razing/statistics 
34 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/10/israel-opt-demolition-of-palestinian-village-of-khan-al-
ahmar-is-cruel-blow-and-war-crime/ 
35 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/un-officials-call-end-west-bank-demolitions-and-respect-international-law 



 7 

to the occupied territory or make permanent changes to that territory36.” Settlement 

construction in the Occupied Palestinian Territories increased in 2018. According to the 
European External Action Service37, “in the first half of 2018 (January-June) advancement 

of housing units continued at a higher level than in the previous reporting period (July-

December 2017)38.” This includes approximately 6,000 new housing units in the West Bank 

and Jerusalem and plans for two entirely new settlements (Zayit Ra’anan and Brosh) near 
Hebron. According to the Israeli settlement monitor, Peace Now, on December 2018, the 

Israeli State disclosed to the High Court of Justice its plans to allocate land in Bethlehem 

(Occupied East Jerusalem) for a new settlement (Givat Eitam)39. According to the 
organization, the creation of the settlement would cut the southern West Bank in half and 

“destroy the chances of a two-state solution.” Reports indicate that the Israeli settler 

population of the Occupied West Bank (excluding East Jerusalem) grew by 3% to 448,67340. 

The settler population of East Jerusalem is currently estimated at 200,000.  
 

Gaza Blockade: The blockade of the Gaza Strip is now in its 11th year and involves 

coordinated efforts by the Israeli government and the Palestinian Authority (PA). The 
UNOHCA has described the blockade as a form of collective punishment and a “denial of 

basic human rights in contravention of international law41.” According to a 2018 report by 

the UN Conference on Trade and Development, the blockade has reduced Gaza to a 

“humanitarian case of profound suffering and aid dependency.” “The productive capacity 
of Gaza,” the report continues, “has been eviscerated by three major military operations and 

a crippling air, sea, and land blockade42.” Various human rights monitors have documented 

the continuing impact on Palestinian human rights as a result of the extreme limits on 
mobility, on the importation of goods, and on the reduction of infrastructural needs 

including electricity43. As a result of the blockade, for example, the UNOHCA suggests that 

approximately 53% of Palestinians in Gaza live in poverty (less than $4.60/day) while 70% 

receive food assistance through UNRWA44. Electricity restrictions, which in 2018 began at 
just 4 hours per day but have since reached about 8 hours, have impacted various aspects of 

Palestinian life including basic health care, access to safe drinking water, and the treatment 

of sewage45. According to UNOCHA, 90% of the water from the Gaza aquifer, which is the 
territory’s main source for water, is undrinkable while 50-80 million liters of sewage are 

dumped into the sea every day46. Moreover, approximately one-third of essential drugs are 

out of stock. In its 2018 conclusions, the UN Conference on Trade and Development 

                                                        
36 https://www.btselem.org/settlements 
37 The European External Action Service is the European Union’s diplomatic service, which assists the EU’s foreign 
affairs chief carry out its foreign and security policy.  
38 https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/EUSETTLERPT_170718.pdf 
39 http://peacenow.org.il/en/government-allocates-land-for-new-settlement-in-e2 
40 http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2019/Jan-09/473562-west-bank-settler-numbers-up-by-3-pct-
in-2018-over-trump-effect.ashx 
41 https://www.un.org/unispal/humanitarian-situation-in-the-gaza-strip-fast-facts-ocha-factsheet/ 
42 https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1019162 
43 https://www.hrw.org/tag/gaza-blockade 
44 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/53-cent-palestinians-gaza-live-poverty-despite-humanitarian-assistance 
45 https://www.ochaopt.org/location/gaza-strip 
46 https://www.un.org/unispal/humanitarian-situation-in-the-gaza-strip-fast-facts-ocha-factsheet/ 
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reiterated its 2015 assessment47 that Gaza could be uninhabitable by 2020 if Israel does not 

lift the blockade. 
 

Cultural Heritage and Archaeological Sites: In a four-year study of Israeli archaeological 

practices in the Occupied West Bank published in 201748, a team of researchers with Emek 

Shaveh, an Israeli NGO focused on cultural heritage rights, suggested that Israeli 
archaeological practices facilitated the dispossession of Palestinian cultural assets from the 

Palestinian people by (1) controlling the antiquity sites and artifacts discovered and, 

concomitantly, (2) by shaping the historical narrative of sites by highlighting and glorifying 
their significance for the Jewish people and downplaying the role of other peoples and 

cultures in the region. Specifically, the report argues that “the use of archaeology to take 

control of antiquity sites is part of an overall Israeli policy, which deprives Palestinians of 

their lands through a series of practices that are illegal, except in Israel’s view, such as 
declaring state lands, seizing property for military purposes, and more.”  

 

Several reports by the Israeli newspaper, Haaretz, indicate continuing threats to Palestinian 
heritage by the Israeli government. In Hebron, for example, the dedication of an 

archaeological site in a Jewish settlement threatened to further colonization efforts in the 

Occupied West Bank and remains off limits to non-Jewish settlers49. Early this year (2019), 

Israeli authorities recovered archaeological artifacts looted from the West Bank then placed 
them on display at the Bible Lands Museum in Jerusalem50. According to Haaretz, critics of 

the display suggest that the exhibition violates the Hague Convention, which requires that 

an occupying power refrain from excavations in the occupied territory and keep the 
exhibition of antiquities within the territory occupied. A few days after the exhibition in 

Jerusalem, archaeologists in Israel discovered the remains of a town from the Islamic period 

including luxurious homes with mosaics, plastered water cisterns, and oil presses51. The 

Israeli Antiquities Authority, however, designated the site for development in the city of 
Modi’in, which entails the destruction and/or covering of the ruins.    

 

Ecological damage: The environmental devastation caused by Israeli actions has long been 
a matter of concern52. These actions have ranged from the draining of the Hula wetlands in 

northern Israel (thereby harming a key biodiversity area, especially for migratory birds), to 

                                                        
47 https://unctad.org/meetings/en/SessionalDocuments/tdb62d3_en.pdf 
48 https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files.yesh-din.org/Menachsim+Archeology/Menachsim+-+Eng+-+Web.pdf 
49 https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israeli-army-bars-left-wing-activists-from-public-event-

at-hebron-settlement-1.6573223 
50 https://www.haaretz.com/archaeology/.premium-magic-bowls-model-temple-among-items-looted-in-

west-bank-on-display-1.6791180  
51 https://www.haaretz.com/archaeology/.premium.MAGAZINE-1-200-year-old-islamic-period-town-found-

in-israel-but-you-will-never-see-it-1.6810206  
52 In addition to international scholarship on the subject, detailed information has been compiled and 
disseminated over the years by local institutions and organizations such as the Palestine Museum of Natural 
History (https://www.palestinenature.org/research/); Palestinian Environmental NGOs Network – Friends of the 
Earth, Palestine (http://www.pengon.org/); Applied Research Institute, Jerusalem (https://www.arij.org); Union of 
Agricultural Works Committees (https://www.uawc-pal.org/index.php?&amp;lang=en); Environmental Education 
Center (https://www.eecp.org), among others. 

 

https://www.palestinenature.org/research/
http://www.pengon.org/
https://www.arij.org/
https://www.uawc-pal.org/index.php?&amp;lang=en
https://www.eecp.org/
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Israel’s diversion of the headwaters of the Jordan River (leading to its reduced flow and a 

continuing decline in the water level of the Dead Sea), to the dumping of solid waste and 
industrial pollutants in Palestinian areas, to settler attacks on Palestinian farms and groves, 

to the relocation of polluting industries from Israel to the unregulated ‘seam zone’ between 

the Green Line and the Separation Wall. A recent book has used historical aerial 

photographs, contemporary remote sensing data, state plans, court testimonies, and 
nineteenth-century travelers’ accounts to show that colonial policies are demonstrably 

linked to the progression of climate change in the Negev desert53. 

 
Numerous ecologically destructive incidents have already occurred in January 2019. 

According to the Land Research Center, in Battir, the Israeli army uprooted several trees 

and destroyed 4.5 dunums of agricultural land54. Similarly, in Nahhalin,  Israeli settlers from 

the ‘Betar Illit’ settlement flooded agricultural lands with wastewater55, in Burqa, Nablus, 
Israeli settlers sabotaged seedlings56. Israel’s site polluting industries in Palestinian areas 

have unsurprisingly produced negative health consequences for the people living there. For 

example, the Palestinian village of Idhna in the Hebron District is a major site for the 
recycling, under unregulated conditions, of e-waste as well as other waste products that 

mostly originate in Israel. A 2017 study found stark evidence of human DNA damage 

resulting from e-waste recycling there57. Israel’s absolute control of water 58 (“hydro-

hegemony”59), has alarmingly reduced Palestinian access to this life-sustaining resource. 
The following description of the dire situation in Gaza in a 2018 article bears out its 

authors’ contention that the international scientific community cannot continue to disregard 

its obligation to support Palestinian water sovereignty.  
   

Gaza is in extreme water crisis. Latest estimates suggest only 5% of water from the 

Strip’s single source of fresh water – the Coastal Aquifer – is fit for human 

consumption, being heavily contaminated by infiltration of raw sewage from cesspits 
and sewage collection ponds, from brackish and seawater (Amnesty International 

2009). The UN warns that if nothing changes, the aquifer will be beyond recovery by 

2020 (MEMO 2017). The 2014 conflict alone inflicted an estimated $33 million of 
damages to water infrastructure and losses of $94 million to the entire water sector, 

and up to 90 liters of untreated or partially treated wastewater are being discharged 

into the Mediterranean every day (Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs 2016), contaminating Gaza’s beaches and fishing waters. Moreover, Gaza’s 
current catastrophic condition is a direct result of Israel’s military occupation and 

                                                        
53 Weizman, E., Jobey, L., Sheikh, S. & Komem, M. 2015. The Conflict Shoreline: Colonization As Climate Change In 
The Negev Desert. Göttingen: Steidl. 
54 http://www.lrcj.org/publication-3-1169.html  
55 http://www.lrcj.org/publication-3-1170.html 
56 http://www.lrcj.org/publication-3-1171.html 
57 Khlaif, N and MB Qumsiyeh. 2017. Genotoxicity of recycling electronic waste in Idhna, Hebron District, Palestine. 
Internl. Journal of Environmental Studies. 74(1):66-74. DOI: 10.1080/00207233.2016.1236650 
58 Gasteyer, S., Isaac, J., Hillal, J. & K Hodali. 2012. Water Grabbing In Colonial Perspective: Land  
And Water In Israel/Palestine. Water Alternatives, 5, 450. 
59 Zeitoun, M., 2012. Power and water in the Middle East. London: I.B.Tauris. 

 

http://www.lrcj.org/publication-3-1169.html
http://www.lrcj.org/publication-3-1170.html
http://www.lrcj.org/publication-3-1171.html
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blockade. Gaza does not lack the technical expertise to ensure the sustainable 

management of its resources, or the treatment of its wastewater; what it lacks is the 
freedom to do so60. 

 

It should be noted that the mainstream scholarly establishment in Israel has responded 

disappointingly to the evidence of environmental damage created by the Israeli occupation, 
occasionally to the point of greenwashing and retrospective justification of the settlement 

project, as in the July 2018 conference on ‘Environmental Quality and Nature Preservation 

Transcending Borders’ at Hebrew University61. 
 

II. U.S. Policy:   
 

Since 2017, shifts in U.S. domestic and international policy have raised various concerns 
over human rights. Domestically, efforts by Congress to criminalize boycotts of Israel at the 

state and national level have, according to the ACLU, threatened First Amendment rights. 

Internationally, the Trump administration has taken positions on Israeli policies that many 

argue conflict with international law and undermine the status of Palestinian rights in the 
conflict. President Trump has offered U.S. support for the illegal annexation of Occupied 

East Jerusalem, defunded the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), 

withdrawn USAID development support, attempted to undermine the right of Palestinian 
refugees to return, and has refused to condemn illegal settlement construction. All of these 

policies will be briefly summarized below.  

 

U.S. Law, Boycotts, and the Academy: The right to boycott is protected under the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution62. As of 2018, however, 26 states have passed 

legislation penalizing citizens for boycotting Israel or have governors who have signed 

executive orders against supporters of Israel boycotts63. Another thirteen states have pending 
legislation. The legal effort to limit the political activities of U.S. citizens by restricting their 

First Amendment right (and human right) to free speech constitutes a serious issue for those 

who support non-violent resistance to Israel’s treatment of the Palestinians. It not only 

stigmatizes boycotts like the BDS movement as an illegal form of resistance but also 
prevents U.S. citizens from one of the few opportunities for joining Palestinian civil society 

in its struggle against Israeli occupation, colonization, and abuse.  

 
As the recent case of Bahia Amawi shows64, the implications of these laws for the rights of 

U.S. citizens are significant. A speech pathologist and therapist for children in the 

Pflugerville Independent School District since 2009, Amawi lost her job as a result of 

Texas’s anti-boycott legislation, which required that she sign a pledge indicating that she 
“does not currently boycott Israel” and that she “will not boycott Israel during the term of 

                                                        
60 Zayneb al-Shalalfeh, Fiona Napier & Eurig Scandrett (2018) Water Nakba in 
Palestine: Sustainable Development Goal 6 versus Israeli hydro-hegemony, Local Environment, 
23:1, 117-124, DOI: 10.1080/13549839.2017.1363728 
61 https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-hebrew-university-s-disgrace-and-the-occupation-1.6340866 
62 See https://www.aclu.org/blog/free-speech/right-boycott-under-threat 
63 For a full list of states and their laws, see https://palestinelegal.org/righttoboycott/ 
64 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/19/us/speech-pathologist-texas-israel-oath.html?partner=rss&emc=rss 
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her contract65.” A similar case in Kansas involved a public-school math teacher, Esther 

Koontz, who lost her contract as a trainer after refusing to certify that she did not participate 
in any boycotts of Israel66.  As a member of the Mennonite Church USA, Esther supported 

the boycott of all goods made by Israeli and international companies working within the 

Occupied Palestinian Territories and thus refused to sign the certification. It is important to 

state that these laws, designed to protect Israel from the BDS movement, are 
unconstitutional. This was successfully demonstrated in Kansas by the ACLU, which 

defended Koontz’s First Amendment right to engage in political boycotts. The case resulted 

in a victory for Koontz and, more importantly, prompted the Kansas legislature to change 
the anti-boycott law so that it could not be applied to individuals67. The ACLU has currently 

taken Amawi’s case and is defending a similar case in Arizona68. In Maryland, the Council 

on American-Islamic Relations is also suing Governor Larry Hogan and state Attorney 

General Brian Frosh in an effort to block the State of Maryland from enforcing an executive 
order barring state agencies from contracting with businesses that boycott Israel69.  

 

Concerns over the loss of the First Amendment right to boycott have recently reached the 
national stage. Senators Ben Cardin and Marco Rubio are pushing a new bill before 

congress titled the Israel Anti-Boycott Act70. Similar to anti-boycott laws across the U.S., the 

bill seeks to undermine the right to boycott Israel and expose those who do to potential 

criminal financial charges71. The ACLU has renewed calls to oppose the bill and is decrying 
the effort for its unconstitutionality72. 

 

For academics, the denial of the First Amendment right to boycott presents particular 
challenges as it complements efforts across colleges and universities to stifle the critique of 

Israel and penalize scholars for their critique of Israel and/or support for the BDS 

movement. In September 2018, for example, pro-Israel organizations including the Tufts 

Friends of Israel, the Hillel chapter at Tufts, and the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), 
whose CEO, Jonathan Greenblatt, is also one of the Trump administration’s Mideast 

negotiators, lobbied the university to prevent Thomas Abowd, a faculty member in the 

American Studies program, from teaching a course titled “Colonizing Palestine73.” The 
following month, University of Michigan administrators denied Dr. John Cheney-Lippold a 

merit raise and postponed his sabbatical for two years after he refused to write a letter of 

recommendation for a student who wanted to study in Israel74. Dr. Cheney-Lippold decided 

not to write the letter because of his support for the BDS movement. Concerned with issues 
of procedural fairness and academic freedom, the American Association of University 

                                                        
65 https://theintercept.com/2018/12/17/israel-texas-anti-bds-law/ 
66 https://www.aclu.org/news/after-court-defeat-kansas-changes-law-aimed-boycotts-israel 
67 https://www.aclu.org/news/after-court-defeat-kansas-changes-law-aimed-boycotts-israel 
68 https://www.aclu.org/cases/jordahl-v-brnovich-challenge-arizona-law-targeting-boycotts-israel 
69 https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/politics/bs-md-first-amendment-lawsuit-20190109-story.html 
70 https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/720 
71 https://theintercept.com/2018/12/04/israel-anti-boycott-act-lame-duck/ 
72 https://www.aclu.org/blog/free-speech/rights-protesters/congress-trying-use-spending-bill-criminalize-
boycotts-israel-and 
73 See https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/colonizing-palestine-course-starts-academic-fight-at-tufts-1.6435324 
74 https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/10/10/second-professor-university-michigan-declines-write-
recommendation-letter-student 



 12 

Professors75 and the American Political Science Association (APSA)76 requested that the 

University of Michigan reconsider its actions. In its letter to the university, APSA 
questioned policies limiting the discretion of faculty on letters of recommendation and 

argued that the University of Michigan “did not specify that instructors would be sanctioned 

for supporting the BDS movement, or that sanctions could be exercised for declining to 

write letters of recommendation.”  
 

Speaking outside of the university context, two notable academics have also faced penalties 

for their open support for Palestinian human rights. Temple University Professor Marc 
Lamont was fired from CNN after remarks issued at the U.N. concerning Israeli violations 

of Palestinian human rights. In addition to losing his position with CNN, Dr. Lamont also 

faced threats to his post as a tenured professor77. Professor and activist, Angela Davis, was 

similarly sanctioned for her support of Palestinian rights and the BDS by the Birmingham 
Civil Rights Institute. Originally selected for the human rights award, an article in the New 

York Times suggested that Davis’s award was revoked following pressure from “the Jewish 

community and some of its allies78.” 
 

In a move widely understood as an effort to limit critiques of Israel, the Department of 

Education announced in September that it would adopt the State Department definition of 

anti-Semitism to determine cases of discrimination against Jewish students. According to 
the definition, anti-Semitism can include a variety of claims that equate criticism of Israel 

with racism79.  Thus under the new definition, “claiming that the existence of a State of 

Israel is a racist endeavor” is seen as “denying the Jewish people the right to self-
determination.” Similarly, if one is seen as “applying double standards by requiring of Israel 

a behavior not expected or demanded of any other democratic nation,” then one is guilty of 

anti-Semitism. Given that one of the most consistent criticisms of the BDS is that the 

movement singles Israel out (applies a double standard), educators have good reason to fear 
that such wording could be used to characterize and punish support for the BDS as support 

for anti-Semitism80. Moreover, the appointment of Kenneth Marcus to the position of 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights in Betsy DeVos’s Department of Education underscores 
the ongoing threats to educators who advocate for Palestinian rights. According to Palestine 

Legal81, Marcus has a record of advocating for laws and policies aimed at punishing 

students who support Palestinian rights and the BDS. In 2017, for example, Marcus drew 

criticism for a letter sent to university administrators at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison denouncing calls for divestment from Israel as anti-Semitic82.  

 

                                                        
75 https://www.aaup.org/sites/default/files/Michigan-Cheney-Lippold.pdf 
76 https://www.michigandaily.com/section/campus-life/professional-institutions-caution-against-sanctions-israel-
letter-boycott 
77 http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/marc-lamont-hill-temple-israel-anti-semitic-20181130.html 
78 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/08/us/angela-davis-israel-civil-rights-institute.html 
79 https://www.state.gov/s/rga/resources/267538.htm 
80 See https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/11/us/politics/rutgers-jewish-education-civil-rights.html 
81 https://palestinelegal.org/news/2018/6/7/kenneth-marcus-confirmed 
82 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/18/us/politics/kenneth-marcus-civil-rights-israel-bds.html 
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Jerusalem: On December 2017, President Trump broke with decades of U.S. policy and 

formally recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. To solidify this position, on May 14, 
2018, the Trump administration relocated the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 

Widely condemned by world governments83, the decision violated U.S. commitments to the 

peace process, which, inter alia, leaves any determinations concerning the status of 

Jerusalem to a permanent negotiated settlement between the two parties. Recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital also violated international law by ignoring numerous United 

Nations Security Council resolutions, which repeatedly reject Israel’s occupation and 

annexation of Jerusalem84, and by flouting international humanitarian law, which precludes 
the annexation of territory by force85.  

 

Settlements: Israeli settlements are illegal under international law86 and constitute a war 

crime87. The Trump administration has yet to challenge the legality of Israeli settlements as 
a matter of policy and has denied their significance in the conflict88. In this regard, it is 

notable that President Trump’s Mideast Team includes his son-in-law, Jared Kushner, 

whose foundation, the Charles and Seryl Kushner Foundation, funded illegal Israeli 
settlements in the Occupied West Bank89, and Jason Greenblatt, who has refused to 

acknowledge the illegitimacy of Israeli settlements or their role in the conflict90. In addition, 

Trump’s appointee as U.S. Ambassador to Israel, David Friedman, is an open supporter of 

Israeli settlements and has denied that an occupation of Palestine exists91. By refusing to 
condemn the expansion of existing settlements and the creation92 of new Israeli settlements 

in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, the Trump administration is ignoring serious human 

                                                        
83 UNGA Resolution ES-10/L.22 “[a]ffirms that any decisions and actions which purport to have altered, the 
character, status or demographic composition of the Holy City of Jerusalem have no legal effect, are null and void 
and must be rescinded in compliance with relevant resolutions of the Security Council, and in this regard, calls 
upon all States to refrain from the establishment of diplomatic missions in the Holy City of Jerusalem, pursuant 
to resolution 478 (1980) of the Security Council.” 
84 For a legal discussion of international law and the Trump administration’s recognition of Jerusalem, see Kattan, 
Victor 2018. “Why U.S. Recognition of Jerusalem Could be Contrary to International Law,” Journal of Palestine 
Studies 47(3): 72-92. 
85 See 1907 Hague Regulations and the Fourth Geneva Conventions, which preclude the occupant from claiming 
sovereignty over occupied territory.  
86 https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12657.doc.htm 
87 According to Amnesty International, Israeli settlements not only violate international law but also constitute a 
war crime both under the statute of the International Criminal Court and under the Rome Statute, which defines 
“the transfer, directly or indirectly, by the Occupying Power of parts of its own civilian population into the territory 
it occupies, or the deportation or transfer of all or parts of the population of the occupied territory within or 
outside this territory” as a war crime.   
88 During a press conference in 2017, former White House press secretary, Sean Spicer, stated the following: 
“While we don’t believe the existence of settlements is an impediment to peace, the construction of new 
settlements or the expansion of existing settlements beyond their current borders may not be helpful.”  
89 https://www.newsweek.com/jared-kushner-disclosure-form-west-bank-settlements-israel-white-house-729290 
90 https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/top-trump-adviser-says-israeli-settlements-are-not-an-
obstacle-to-peace/2016/11/10/8837b472-5c81-49a3-947c-ba6a47c4bc2f_story.html?utm_term=.586e405c72ae 
91 https://uscpr.org/david-friedman-unfit-ambassador-israel/ 
92 On March 30, 2017, for the first time in two decades, Israeli PM, Benjamin Netanyahu, announced the creation 
of a new settlement in the Occupied West Bank. See: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/30/world/middleeast/israeli-settlements-netanyahu.html 
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rights violations including the right to self-determination, the right to non-discrimination, 

and freedom of movement93.   
 

Palestinian Refugees, UNRWA, and USAID: Following the war of 1948 and creation of the 

State of Israel, the United Nations General Assembly established the United Nations Relief 

and Works Agency (UNRWA) to provide humanitarian assistance for approximately 
800,000 Palestinian refugees displaced from their homes and who were denied the ability to 

return after the war by the new Israeli State. Today approximately 5 million Palestine 

refugees94 are eligible for UNRWA support in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank), Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. On January 2018, the Trump 

administration announced that it would cut funding for UNRWA by half (approximately 

$65 million). Then, in August 2018, the administration announced it would cut all funding 

for UNRWA describing it as an “irredeemably flawed operation.” The defunding of 
UNRWA reflects a critical shift in U.S. policy and a serious violation of Palestinian refugee 

rights. The U.S. has been one of the largest donors to UNRWA95 and, while defunding the 

agency is not itself a violation of international law or human rights, the explicit political 
purpose behind the cuts reveals96 how the current administration is using the denial of aid to 

both undermine the existence of the agency and preclude the possibility of a Palestinian 

right of return among refugees as outlined in U.N. General Assembly Resolution 194. As 

various reports have shown, Trump’s Mideast envoy, Jared Kushner, pushed for the 
defunding of UNRWA in order to negate the Palestinian demand for the right to return to 

Palestine and to redefine the very meaning of a refugee in an effort to exclude millions of 

Palestinians from the definition97. The Trump administration has also begun the closure of 
all USAID operations in the Occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip98. According to the Israeli 

daily, Haaretz, USAID announced in November 2018 that all of its operations would cease 

in early 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX: 
 
Date Article Link Source 

                                                        
93 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session22/A-HRC-22-63_en.pdf 
94 Palestine refugees are defined as “persons whose normal place of residence was Palestine during the period 1 

June 1946 to 15 May 1948, and who lost both home and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict.”  
95 See https://www.unrwa.org/how-you-can-help/government-partners/funding-trends/donor-charts 
96 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/31/us/politics/trump-unrwa-palestinians.html 
97 According to the Times of Israel, Jared Kushner, US President Donald Trump’s senior adviser and son-in-law, has 
been pushing to remove the refugee status of millions of Palestinians as part of an apparent effort to shutter the 
United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees, a report on Friday said. See 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/kushner-said-pushing-to-end-refugee-status-for-millions-of-palestinians/ 
98 https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/palestinians/.premium-usaid-to-shut-down-its-west-bank-and-
gaza-offices-by-early-2019-1.6680600 
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Newsweek 

January 
2018 

Israel and Palestine Events of 
2017 

https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2018/country-
chapters/israel/palestine 
 

HRW 

January 7, 
2018 

Israel Says Jewish Voice for 
Peace on BDS Blacklist, Activists 
Will Not Be Allowed Entry 

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-
news/israel-says-jewish-voice-for-
peace-activists-will-not-be-allowed-
entry-1.5729718  

HAARETZ 

January 7, 
2018 

Boycott Drive Put Israel on a 
Blacklist. Now Israel Has One of 
Its Own 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/0
1/07/world/middleeast/israel-bds-
boycott-divestment-sanctions.html 

The New York Times 

January 9, 
2018 

West Bank settler numbers up by 
3 pct in 2018 over “Trump 
effect” 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/New
s/Middle-East/2019/Jan-
09/473562-west-bank-settler-
numbers-up-by-3-pct-in-2018-over-
trump-effect.ashx  

The Daily Star Lebanon  

January 
18, 2018 

An Advocate for Israel Draws 
Fire as he Nears Confirmation to 
Civil Rights Post 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/0
1/18/us/politics/kenneth-marcus-
civil-rights-israel-bds.html 

The New York Times  

January 
31, 2018 

David Friedman is Unfit to Be 
Ambassador to Israel 

https://uscpr.org/david-friedman-
unfit-ambassador-israel/ 
 

US Campaign for 
Palestinian Rights  

March 25, 
2018 

Israel moves to ban political  
‘propaganda’ from university 
classrooms 

https://www.i24news.tv/en/news
/israel/society/170756-180325-
israel-moves-to-ban-political-

propaganda-from-university-
classrooms 

I24 News 

April 3, 
2018 

Israel: Gaza Killings Unlawful, 
Calculated 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/
04/03/israel-gaza-killings-
unlawful-calculated 
 

HRW 

April 25, 
2018 

Israel: Army Demolishing West 
Bank Schools 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/
04/25/israel-army-demolishing-

west-bank-schools 

HRW 
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May 7, 
2018 

Columbia Professor Barred from 
Israel 

https://www.insidehighered.com/
quicktakes/2018/05/07/columbia-
professor-barred-israel 

Inside Higher Ed 

May 14, 

2018 

Israel/OPT: Use of excessive 

force in Gaza an abhorrent 
violation of international law 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/late

st/news/2018/05/israelopt-use-of-
excessive-force-in-gaza-an-
abhorrent-violation-of-
international-law/  

Amnesty International 

June 5, 
2018 

53 percent of Palestinians in 
Gaza live in poverty, despite 
humanitarian assistance 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content
/53-cent-palestinians-gaza-live-
poverty-despite-humanitarian-
assistance  

OCHA OPT 

June 29, 

2018 

ACLU Withdraws Free Speech 

Lawsuit Against Law Requiring 
Contractors to Sign Document 
Promising Not to Boycott Israel  

https://www.aclu.org/news/after-

court-defeat-kansas-changes-law-
aimed-boycotts-israel  

ACLU 

July 5, 
2018 

UN officials call for an end to 
West Bank demolitions and 
respect for international law 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content
/un-officials-call-end-west-bank-
demolitions-and-respect-
international-law  

OCHA: Occupied 
Palestinian Territory 
(OPT) 

July 16, 

2018 

Six-Month Report on Israeli 

settlements in the occupied West 
Bank, including East Jerusalem 

https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-

content/uploads/2018/07/EUSET
TLERPT_170718.pdf  
 

EEAS-SEAE 

July 16, 
2018 

Position Paper: Proposed Basic 
Law: Israel -Nation-State of the 
Jewish People 

https://www.adalah.org/uploads/
uploads/Adalah%20Position%20P
aper%20-
%20Basic%20Law%20Jewish%20
Nation%20State%20-
%20ENGLISH%20-
%2015072018%20-%20FINAL.pdf 

ADALAH 

July 31, 
2018 

Sentencing of Palestinian Poet 
Dareen Tatour to Five Months in 
Prison Unjustly Criminalizes 
Free Expression 

https://pen.org/press-
release/sentencing-of-palestinian-
poet-dareen-tatour-to-five-months-
in-prison-unjustly-criminalizes-free-
expression/ 

PEN 

August 4, 
2018 

Kushner said pushing to close 
UNRWA, end refugee status for 
Palestinian millions 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/ku
shner-said-pushing-to-end-refugee-
status-for-millions-of-palestinians/  

The Times of Israel  

August 3, 
2018 

Hebrew University’s Disgrace 
and the Occupation 

https://www.haaretz.com/opinion
/.premium-hebrew-university-s-
disgrace-and-the-occupation-
1.6340866 

Haaretz 

August, 
31, 2018 

U.S. to End Funding to U.N. 
Agency that Helps Palestinian 
Refugees  

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/0
8/31/us/politics/trump-unrwa-
palestinians.html 
 

The New York Times  

September 

2, 2018 

“Colonizing Palestine” Course at 

Tufts University Draws Criticism 
for “One-sided Narrative” On 
Israel 

https://www.haaretz.com/us-

news/colonizing-palestine-course-
starts-academic-fight-at-tufts-
1.6435324  

HAARETZ 

September 
11, 2018 

Education Dept. Reopens 
Rutgers Case Charging 
Discrimination Against Jewish 
Students  

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/0
9/11/us/politics/rutgers-jewish-
education-civil-rights.html  

The New York Times 
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September 
12, 2018 

Economy and living standards of 
Gaza “eviscerated” by crippling 
blockade—UN trade and 
development report 

https://news.un.org/en/story/201
8/09/1019162 

UN News 

September 
27, 2018 

Jordahl v. Brnovich—Challenge 
to Arizona Law Targeting 
Boycotts of Israel 

https://www.aclu.org/cases/jorda
hl-v-brnovich-challenge-arizona-
law-targeting-boycotts-israel  
 

ACLU 

October 1, 
2018 

Israel/OPT: Demolition of 
Palestinian village of Khan al-
Ahmar is cruel blow and war 
crim 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/late
st/news/2018/10/israel-opt-
demolition-of-palestinian-village-of-
khan-al-ahmar-is-cruel-blow-and-
war-crime/  
 

Amnesty International  

October 2, 
2018 

UN expert denounces killing of 
more Palestinian protesters, as 
“affront to human rights” 

https://news.un.org/en/story/201
8/10/1022032  
 

UN News 

October 4, 
2018 

Official Documents Prove: Israel 
Bans Young Americans Based on 
Canary Mission Website 

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-
news/.premium-official-
documents-prove-israel-bans-
young-americans-based-on-canary-
mission-site-1.6530903  

 

HAARETZ 

October 9, 
2018 

US Student Detailed in Israel 
Over Alleged Boycott Support 

https://apnews.com/59cb3c23483f
436ea91fefd4b8ed54c0 
 

AP News 

October 
10, 2018 

A Study Abroad Boycott https://www.insidehighered.com/
news/2018/10/10/second-
professor-university-michigan-
declines-write-recommendation-
letter-student  

Inside Higher Ed 

October 
18, 2018 

Israeli Army Bars Left Wing 
Activists from Public Event at 
Hebron Settlement  

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-
news/.premium-israeli-army-bars-
left-wing-activists-from-public-
event-at-hebron-settlement-
1.6573223 

Haaretz 

October 
23, 2018 

Free to Think 2018: Report of the 
Scholars at Risk Academic 
Freedom Monitoring Project 

https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/w
p-content/uploads/2018/10/Free-
to-Think-2018.pdf 
 

Scholars at Risk Network 

November 
12, 2018 

Gaza Protests: All the Latest 
Updates 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/
2018/04/gaza-protest-latest-
updates-180406092506561.html  
 

ALJAZEERA 

November 
24, 2018 

USAID to Lay Off Half Its 
Employees, Close Doors of West 
Bank and Gaza Operation by 
2019 

https://www.haaretz.com/middle-
east-news/palestinians/.premium-
usaid-to-shut-down-its-west-bank-
and-gaza-offices-by-early-2019-

1.6680600  

HAARETZ  

November 
20, 2018 

U.N. Speech by Temple Prof 
Draws Fire from University’s 
Board Chair 

http://www.philly.com/philly/ne
ws/breaking/marc-lamont-hill-
temple-israel-anti-semitic-
20181130.html 

The Inquirer 
(Philadelphia) 
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December 
3, 2018 

ACLU Statement on S. 720, The 
Israel Anti-Boycott Act 

https://www.aclu.org/letter/aclu-
statement-s-720-israel-anti-boycott-
act  
 

ACLU 

December 
4, 2018 

Senators Working to Slip Israel 
Anti-Boycott Law Through in 
Lame Duck 

https://theintercept.com/2018/12
/04/israel-anti-boycott-act-lame-
duck/  

The Intercept 

December 
10, 2018 

Congress is Trying to Use the 
Spending Bill to Criminalize 
Boycotts of Israel and Other 
Countries 

https://www.aclu.org/blog/free-
speech/rights-protesters/congress-
trying-use-spending-bill-
criminalize-boycotts-israel-and  

ACLU 

December 
12, 2018 

Free Speech, Unless You’re 
Advocating for Palestine 

https://psmag.com/education/free
-speech-unless-youre-advocating-

for-palestine-marc-lamont-hill 

Pacific Standard  

December 
12, 2018 

The Pro-Israel Push to Purge US 
Campus Critics 

https://www.nybooks.com/daily/
2018/12/12/the-pro-israel-push-to-
purge-us-campus-critics/  

The New York Review 

December 
17, 2018 

A Texas Elementary School 
Speech Pathologist Refused to 
Sign a Pro-Israel Oath, Now 
Mandatory in Many States—so 

She Lost Her Job 

https://theintercept.com/2018/12
/17/israel-texas-anti-bds-law/ 
 

The Intercept  

December 
18, 2018 

Curbing Speech in the Name of 
Helping Israel 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/1
2/18/opinion/editorials/israel-
bds.html 

The New York Times 

December 
19, 2018 

She Wouldn’t Promise Not to 
Boycott Israel, so a Texas School 
District Stopped Paying Her 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/1
2/19/us/speech-pathologist-texas-
israel-
oath.html?partner=rss&emc=rss 
 

The New York Times  

December 
23, 2018 

Israel’s Settlements Have No 
Legal Validity, Constitute 
Flagrant Violation of 
International Law, Security 
Council Reaffirms 

https://www.un.org/press/en/201
6/sc12657.doc.htm  

UN: Meetings Coverage 
and Press Releases  

December 
30, 2018 

A Day, a Life: When a Medic 
Was Killed in Gaza, Was It an 
Accident? 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/1
2/30/world/middleeast/gaza-
medic-israel-shooting.html 
 

The New York Times 

December 
31, 2018 

Government Allocates Land for 
New Settlement in E2 

http://peacenow.org.il/en/govern
ment-allocates-land-for-new-
settlement-in-e2  
 

Peace Now 

January 1, 
2019 

Statistics on demolition of houses 
built without permits in East 
Jerusalem 

https://www.btselem.org/planning
_and_building/east_jerusalem_stati
stics  
 

B’Tselem 

January 1, 
2019 

Statistics on demolition of houses 
built without permits in the West 
Bank (Not including East 
Jerusalem) 

https://www.btselem.org/planning
_and_building/statistics 

B’Tselem 

January 1, 
2019 

Statistics on punitive house 
demolitions 

https://www.btselem.org/punitive
_demolitions/statistics  

B’Tselem 

January 1, 
2019 

Statistics on Demolition for 
Alleged Military Purposes  

https://www.btselem.org/razing/s
tatistics  

B’Tselem 
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January 1, 
2019 

Israel Displays Archaeological 
Finds Looted from the West 
Bank 

https://www.haaretz.com/archaeo
logy/.premium-magic-bowls-
model-temple-among-items-looted-

in-west-bank-on-display-1.6791180 

Haaretz 

January 6, 
2019 

1,200-yearl-old Islamic Town 
Found in Israel , but You Will 
Never See It 

https://www.haaretz.com/archaeo
logy/.premium.MAGAZINE-1-
200-year-old-islamic-period-town-
found-in-israel-but-you-will-never-
see-it-1.6810206 

Haaretz 

January 
10, 2019 

Maryland man sues Hogan, 
Frosh for executive order 
forbidding contracts with those 

who boycott Israel 

https://www.baltimoresun.com/n
ews/maryland/politics/bs-md-first-
amendment-lawsuit-20190109-

story.html  
 

The Baltimore Sun 

January 
12, 2019 

Settlers sabotage seedlings in 
Burqa town / Nablus 
governorate 

http://www.lrcj.org/publication-3-
1171.html 

Land Research Center 

January 
13, 2019 

“Betar Illit” colony pumps 
wastewater into agricultural 
lands in Nahhalin / Bethlehem 

governorate 
 

http://www.lrcj.org/publication-3-
1170.html 

Land Research Center 

January 
17, 2019 

Israeli security forces killed 290 
Palestinians in 2018; most were 
victims of a reckless open-fire 
policy 

https://www.btselem.org/press_rel
eases/20190117_2018_fatalities 
 

 

January 
21, 2019 

Uprooting Trees and Ravaging 
Agricultural Lands in Battir 
Town/Bethlehem Governate 

http://www.lrcj.org/publication-3-
1169.html  

Land Research Center 

January 
28, 2019 

Angela Davis says she’s 
“stunned” after award is revoked 
over her views on Israel 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/0
1/08/us/angela-davis-israel-civil-
rights-institute.html 

The New York Times 

January 
21, 2019 

Israel Demolished 10% More 
Palestinian Structure in 2018 

https://www.juancole.com/2019/
01/demolished-palestinian-
structures.html 

Maan News via Informed 
Comment: Juan Cole 

January 
29, 2019 

Israel to Expel International 
Monitoring Force in Hebron 
After 20-year Presence  

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-
news/.premium-israel-to-expel-
international-monitoring-force-in-

hebron-after-20-year-presence-
1.6883412 

Haaretz 
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