
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherine Hafez and Jessica Winegar examine the role and future of Egyptian women in the 
Arab Spring Uprising in this quarter’s American Ethnologist by authoring personal accounts 
of women during the revolution. From the thicket of peaceful protest in Tahrir Square to 
tending to the domestic duties during such an uncertain time, many obstacles have 
challenged the role of women in politics. 

Jessica Winegar, sociocultural anthropologist and Assistant Professor at Northwestern 
University, examines the responsibilities of women during the uprising. Professor Winegar 
was in Cairo during the uprising, however, like many women, she could not attend the 
protest due to family obligations in the home. “I call attention to the way that revolution is 
experienced and undertaken in domestic spaces, through different forms of affect, in ways 
deeply inflected by gender and class,” says Winegar in her article The Privilege of Revolution: 
Gender, class, space, and affect in Egypt. 

Sherine Hafez, ethnographer and Assistant Professor at the University of California 
Riverside, takes an in-depth look at the role of women after the uprising to surprisingly find 
this role remains the same, in her article No Longer a Bargain: Women, Masculinity, and the 
Egyptian Uprising. She notes that “what the events of this uprising have revealed is that 
notions of masculinity undermined by a repressive regime have observably shifted the 
terms of the patriarchal bargain.” 

Both Professor Hafez and Professor Winegar are available for interview. 

American Ethnologist, a quarterly journal produced by the American Ethnological Society 
(AES), in its February 2012 issue features these articles on the Arab Spring uprising in 
Egypt. The nine authors are anthropologists with a wide range of specialties who have years 
of research experience in Egypt. The online and print editions are currently available. 
Articles and abstracts are available at www.americanethnologist.org. 

This journal is edited by Angelique Haugerud of Rutgers University and its content deals 
with all facets of ethnology in the broadest sense of the term. Articles creatively 
demonstrate the connections between ethnographic specificity and theoretical originality, as 
well as the ongoing relevance of the ethnographic imagination to the contemporary world.  

The American Ethnological Society, founded in 1842, sponsors the journal American 
Ethnologist. AES is a section of the American Anthropological Association. 

- - AAA - -  

Founded in 1902, the American Anthropological Association is the world’s largest 
professional organization of anthropologists and others interested in anthropology, 
with an average annual membership of more than 10,000. The Arlington, VA – 
based association represents all specialties within anthropology – cultural 
anthropology, biological (or physical) anthropology, archaeology, linguistics and 
applied anthropology. 
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