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December 19, 2014 
 
Ralph Lauren, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Ralph Lauren Corporation 
625 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
 
Dear Mr. Lauren, 
 
The current ad campaign for your Double RL line of clothing sends a message about your 
company I am sure you do not wish to send. You will reach your customers far better by pulling 
this series of ads and explaining why you decided to take this action than you ever could by 
continuing to run them. We know your company has values we share; we would like to see them 
in evidence. 
 
Before you delete this letter, please stop to think for one moment about how you would feel if 
those were your grandparents in the pictures – if your grandparents had been survivors of the 
physical violence aimed at their entire group, forced to dress up in the clothes of those who 
sought to “tame” them as though they were animals, and photographed as romanticized 
curiosities (for example, as a “daughter of the wild”).  
 
These ads continue an unhappy American tradition of doing violence to Native Americans. While 
it is “only” symbolic, and whether you intended to do so or not does not lessen its importance; 
symbolic and physical violence enable each other. 
 
And lest you feel this is a wagging finger from a group that thinks it knows best, let me reassure 
you that this concern comes from lessons learned about the complicity of anthropologists in 
colonial violence, and a deep commitment to do everything in our power to never repeat the 
mistakes of the past.  
 
Many thanks for considering this request. Do not hesitate to contact us should we be able to 
provide any information you might find helpful.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
American Anthropological Association 

 
Monica Heller, President 
 
CC: Malcolm Carfrae, Corporate Communications 


