
Ethnic Cleansing and Genocide 
 
SPCL 91P, Section 11 
Fridays, 12-2pm 
Room 213, Graham Memorial 
 
Instructor: Rye Barcott 
Curriculum in International Studies 
CB# 3263 134 E. Franklin St. Rm. 219 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3263 
rbarcott@email.unc.edu 
(tel): 919-914-6707 
(fax): 919-962-8485 
Office Hours: Fridays 11-12 and by appointment: 
Rm. 219, 134 E. Franklin St. 
 
If there is one thing sure in this world, it is certainly this: that it will not happen to us a second time 
 
Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz (1958) 
It happened, therefore it can happen again: this is the core of what we have to say. It can happen, and it 
can happen everywhere. 
 
Primo Levi, The Drowned and the Saved (1986) 
 
Ethnic cleansing is the use of force or intimidation to remove people of a certain ethnic or religious 
group from an area. This practice has a method: terror. It has a smell: the fetid misery of refugees. It has 
an appearance: the ruins of ravaged homes. Its purpose is to ensure - through killing, destruction, 
threat, and humiliation - that no return is possible.1 Genocide is the attempt to annihilate an entire 
population based on religion, ethnicity, race, or nationality. 
 
Many of the readings and videos in this course include graphic depictions of despicable acts that 
challenge our very understanding of human nature. Although their impact may be confounding, 
enraging, and terrifying, the intent of this course is to move far beyond shock-effects to a deeper 
awareness of human misery so that we can construct auspicious and liberating answers to the central 
questions: what is ethnic cleansing, and what is genocide? Why does ethnic cleansing and genocide 
happen? What can be done: prevention, intervention, reconciliation? 
 
OBJECTIVES 
By the end of the semester you should be able to: 
* Analyze the personal experience of survivors accounts from the four case studies. 
* Differentiate the methods and experiences of ethnic cleansing in these four cases. 
* Compare and contrast the general histories of four cases of ethnic cleansing and genocide in the 21st 
Century: Armenia, Holocaust, Rwanda, Bosnia/Kosovo. 
* Identify the multiple internal and external factors that contribute to ethnic cleansing and genocide. 
* Critically analyze mythmaking and the manipulation of history as processes used to evoke ethnic 
cleansing and genocide. 
* Identify problems in international law and world order that contribute to difficulties preventing, 
intervening, and reconciling cases of ethnic cleansing and genocide. 



* Discuss the internal U.S. politics that led to non-intervention in Rwanda. 
* Critically analyze U.S. intervention in Bosnia and the 72-day bombing campaign "to end ethnic 
cleansing" in Kosovo. 
* Create a framework for combating ethnic cleansing and genocide. * 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND METHODS 
This course is an interdisciplinary, empirically grounded exploration of ethnic cleansing and genocide. It 
is structured in three core parts: what is ethnic cleansing, and what is genocide? Why does ethnic 
cleansing and genocide happen? What can be done - prevention, intervention, reconciliation? 
Throughout the course we will examine Twentieth Century accounts of ethnic cleansing and genocide: 
Armenia, Holocaust, Rwanda, and Bosnia/ Kosovo. The course will be conducted in a discussion-oriented 
format. Our motto is critical thinking in a collaborative setting. Each week we will focus on a particular 
case study related to ethnic cleansing. Readings will be complemented with video excerpts. Guests to 
the class will further stimulate discussion and promote more active learning. 
 
This course in many ways hinges on the readings, so please come to class prepared and ready to 
contribute. In order to holistically approach the study of ethnic cleansing, I have diversified readings. 
They include poetry, fiction, non-fictional narrative, infamous speeches, academic analyses, editorials, 
newspaper articles, and mainstream books by renowned journalists. Similarly, we will analyze the 
experience of ethnic cleansing and genocide from multiple perspectives including: orphaned children, 
young women, soldiers, police battalions, mothers, priests and politicians, giving voice to victim and 
executioners alike and then questioning the validity of this very distinction. 
 
Regarding discussion, I will moderate in order to ensure that no one or two people dominate the class. 
My approach will be similar to yours. I hope to be less of an instructor and more of a student, as I am 
wrestling with these enormous ideas and questions with you. During most classes, however, I will 
present about 15-30 minutes of background material. Questions are always welcome, and if I do not 
know all the answers, please bear with me - I will do more research and get back to you promptly. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 
Two mandatory events will complement the course. First, we will take a fieldtrip to the Holocaust 
Museum on Friday, February 2nd. This trip will give us an opportunity before part three of the course to 
consider the issues of reconciliation and memory. All costs will be covered. The Second event is a 
conference that Dr. Robert Jenkins of the Center for East European Studies and I are organizing on "The 
Future of the Balkans: Beyond Conflict and Underdevelopment" from Thursday, March 28th - Saturday, 
March 31st. We will still hold class on Friday March 30th, and it will be an exciting class with two guests: 
Colonel Thomas Greenwood, Head of the Balkan Desk at the White House National Security Council, and 
Prof. Richard Kohn, former Chief Historian of the US Air Force. Students are required to attend at least 
one conference discussion session on the following Saturday. However, the conference will be open to 
all SPCL 91P Sec. 11 students, and you are welcome to attend all events. Other speakers will include the 
former head of the World Bank Mission Kosovo, the former Defense Minister of Hungary, the Bosnian 
Ambassador, and Brookings Senior Fellow and renowned author Susan Woodward. 
 
This is a pass/fail course for one hour of credit. Students will be assigned concise readings (generally 20-
40, at most 60 pages) and will be responsible for turning in a reaction paper of one to two pages based 
on their analysis of the weekly readings. All readings not specified by a web link are on reserve at the 
Undergraduate Library. Study questions that may be used for reaction papers are noted below each 
respective class date. Students are encouraged to go beyond the study questions, engage the readings, 



and present their own questions and critical analyses. Students are permitted to miss up to two classes 
and two assignments during the semester. Our trip to the Holocaust Museum and attendance to a 
Saturday discussion session during the Balkan Conference will be counted as absences if you do not 
attend. Thus, all students will pass this course unless they miss more than two classes and/or do not 
submit more than two assignments on the dates that they are assigned. 
 
PART I What is ethnic cleansing, and what is genocide? 
During the first third of the semester, we will explore the experience of ethnic cleansing and genocide by 
reading survivors' accounts from Armenia, Holocaust, Rwanda, and Bosnia. In Part III when we consider 
reconciliation, we will read an account from Cambodia - Loung Ung's First They Killed My Father: 
 
January 12 Introduction 
 
Film excerpt: The Trail of Tears 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
What are the etymologies of "ethnic cleansing" and "genocide?" What are some examples of ethnic 
cleansing and genocide? Does genocide always involve ethnic cleansing? Is "ethnic cleansing" a 
euphemism? Is "genocide" a hackneyed word? 
 
January 19th Armenia: a young woman's experience 
Reading: 
Peter Balkian, Black Dog of Fate (1997), "Dovey's Story," pp. 209-223 
 
Film excerpt: Where are My People? (1990) 
 
Map: www.armenian-genocide.org/map-full.htm 
 
Assignment: Draw (literally) an abstract or realistic (as you imagine her) portrait 
 
of Dovey, which you will share with the class. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
How did Dovey show resistance? What does Dovey feel guilty about? Memory is selective. What does 
Dovey's story tell us about Dovey? What is her personality? How does she think? How is her experience 
and memory of it influenced by her femininity? How does Dovey perceive the Turks and Kurds? Does 
she ever get angry, and if so when, why? Or is this account devoid of emotion, and if you think so, what 
does that tell us about memory? What image do you recall most vividly from this story? Why, what is its 
significance to your life? How might you have acted differently than Dovey? 
 
January 26th The Holocaust: experiences of orphaned children 
 
Reading: 
Jerzy Kosinski, The Painted Bird (1965), Chs. 9-10 (pp. 94-102, 108-114). 
 
Guest: Abraham Cohen, Jewish orphan in East Europe, WWII. 



 
Map: www.fpa.org/programs/map3.html 
 
Assignment: Address two of the following reaction paper questions. 
 
Reaction Paper Questions: 
 
How did the villagers rationalize the persecution of the Jews, and what does the Boy propose as an 
"easier" solution? Characterize the peasants, as depicted by the Boy, in one word and defend your 
choice with two or more examples. When does the Boy express fear; when does he express anger; and 
what is his reaction to the SS officer who "decided his fate?" 
 
February 2nd Trip to the Holocaust Museum, Washington, DC 
 
Reading: 
 
Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz (1958), "The Drowned and the Saved," pp. 92-100. 
 
Peter Novik, The Holocaust in American Life (1999), Ch. 12, "We are Not 
Equipped to Answer," pp. 1-2, 8-15, 267-273, 281. 
 
Tim Cole, Selling the Holocaust (1999), Ch. 6, "The US Holocaust Museum," 
146-172. 
 
Henry Landsberger, handout including a guide to the main exhibit and a brief 
overview of Jewish history, (copies distributed to everybody; also on 
reserve). 
Recommended Reading: 
 
Ambassador Robert Seiple, "The First Annual Report of International Religious 
Freedom Delivered to the U.S. House of Representatives," October 6, 1999: 
www.cesnur.org/testi/seiple.htm 
Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz (1958). 
 
Elie Wiesel, Night (1960). 
 
Tadeusz Borowski, This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen (1959). 
 
Guests: Ambassador Robert Seiple, the first-ever US Ambassador-at-Large 
 
For International Religious Freedom and former President of World 
 
Vision, the world's largest non-governmental organization (NGO), Bio: 
 
www.state.gov/www/about_state/biography/seiple.html 
 
Professor James Peacock, Kenan Professor of Anthropology, CV: 
 



www.unc.edu/~jlp 
 
Relevance of Selected Optional Readings: 
 
Ambassador Seiple's address to the House marked the first release of the International Religious 
Freedom report on all of the world's nations. Consider reading carefully the philosophy of religious 
freedom, as articulated by Seiple on page 3. What is the place of human dignity? The books by Levi and 
Wiesel are the most renowned survivors accounts from the Holocaust. Levi offers ethnographic insight 
into the Auschwitz experience and philosophically questions Why it happened and What it means. As 
the New York Times notes, Wiesel provides "a slim volume of terrifying power" based on his experience 
at Auschwitz. Borowski offers the reader the perspective of a Kapo - a concentration camp member 
empowered to administer the orders of the ruling SS officers - and thereby raises important questions 
about innocence, compunction, and levels of evil. 
 
Assignment: Choose one of the four survivors noted by Levi and hypothesize what kind of life they might 
live and where they would live if they were alive today in the United States (assume they are the same 
age as they appear in Levi). 
 
February 9 Rwanda: reflections of three survivors and a Catholic Priest 
 
Readings: 
Phillip Gourevitch, We Wish to Inform You that Tomorrow We Will Be Killed 
With Our Families (1998), Ch. 9, pp. 110-131. 
 
Andre Sibomana, Hope for Rwanda (1997), "Lord, Where Were You During the 
Genocide?" pp. 63-70. 
 
Film excerpt: Valentine's Nightmare, a survivor of Nyarabuye, Frontline 1997. 
 
Map: www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/rw.html 
 
Assignment: Answer two or more of the reaction paper questions. 
 
Reaction Paper Questions: 
 
Compare and contrast the methods of organization and execution employed in Rwanda to those used by 
the Nazis. What was similar and what was different about the four experiences of survivors from Kigali 
(i.e., Gourevitch)? In your opinion, was the Rwandan genocide well organized - why or why not (citing 
specific examples from the readings)? What, specifically, does Sibomana attribute the most 
responsibility for the genocide to? Based on the readings, what do you find most paradoxical about the 
Rwandan genocide? 
 
February 16 Bosnia/Kosovo: rape as a tool of war, memory, and a soldier's experience 
 
Reading: 
Roy Gutman, A Witness to Genocide (1993), "Bosnia Rape Horror," "The Rapes 
of Bosnia," pp. 64-73. 
 



Manojlovic Zarkovic, Sjecam Se (1996), excerpts of women's voices. 
Roger Cohen, Hearts Grown Brutal: Sagas from Sarajevo (1998), "A Death in the 
Family," Chapter 10, 114-124. 
 
Recommended Reading: 
Rezak Hukanovic, The Tenth Circle of Hell: A Memoir of Life in the Death 
Camps of Bosnia, Chapter 2, pp. 20-37. 
 
Film excerpt: Romeo and Juliet in Sarajevo, Frontline 1994. 
 
Map: www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/bk.html 
 
Assignment: Answer two or more of the following reaction paper questions. 
 
Reaction Paper Questions: 
 
How and why according to Gutman was rape used as a tool of war, and in your opinion was it an 
"effective" policy? What are some of the common aspects and objects of life that the women in Sjecam 
Se write about and draw? What did you learn from Sjecam Se, and what surprised you; did the book give 
you hope? Why, according to Cohen, did Karadzic feel the need to have Sarajevo "destroyed," and what 
was the significance of Tito's "total national defense?" What was the turning point in the war for Haris, 
and can you relate this to a similar "turning point" experience faced by Dovey (i.e, Balkian), Odette (i.e., 
Gourevitch), and/or Abraham Cohen? 
 
PART II Why does ethnic cleansing and genocide happen? 
During the second part of the semester we will consider the economic, historical, political, and social 
factors that influence the occurrence of ethnic cleansing and genocide. 
 
February 23 Rwanda: External Factors: Colonialization and The World Bank 
Internal Factors: Ecology and Mythmaking 
 
Readings: 
David Newbury, African Studies Review, "Understanding Genocide" (April 1998) 
 
Ambassador Frank Crigler, "Policing a Disorderly World," American Diplomacy 
(March 1997, Vol. 2, No. 1): 
 
www.unc.edu/depts/diplomat/amdipl_3/crigler.html 
 
Recommended Reading: 
Andre Sibomana, Hope for Rwanda, "Chronology of Events." 
Rye Barcott, "Fear and Hate, Evocations of Genocide, Rwanda Print Propaganda, 
1990-1994," Paper presented at the Annual African Studies Association (2000). 
www.onemancult.com/rwanda/rwanda.html 
Video Excerpt: The Triumph of Evil, Frontline 1997. 
 
Guest: Ambassador Frank Crigler, former US Ambassador to Rwanda and Somalia. 
 



Assignment: Answer two or more of the following reaction paper questions. 
 
Reaction Paper Questions: 
 
Newbury argues against the popular invocation that the genocide was simply a result of "ancient tribal 
hatreds." Why is this argument important (i.e., what can it lead to in terms of policy formulation)? What 
"three important historical characteristics" emerge from Newbury's overview of Rwandan History, and 
what was the impact of a World Bank Structural Adjustment Program in Rwanda? What ecological issues 
does Newbury raise and what does he mean by "Distancing or Understanding Genocide?"? According to 
Amb. Crigler, what was the nature of U.S. policy to Rwanda from 1994 onward and what events 
motivated this policy? Why does Amb. Crigler say he cannot end his report on a "positive note?" What 
might Amb. Crigler and Prof. Newbury disagree on in regard to Rwandan history and the causes of 
genocide? 
 
March 2 Bosnia: the Historiography of Ethnic Cleansing 
Reading: 
Roger Cohen, Hearts Grown Brutal: Sagas From Sarajevo (1998), Preface, Maps, "History as Axe," 
"Disappearances," Chpts. 12 and 14, pp. xv-xx, 137-152, 168-182. 
 
Suggested Reading: 
Cohen: Chronology of Events, on Srebenica "The Gilded Hearse," pp. 417-429, 
and "Epilogue," pp. 471-489. 
 
Assignment: Answer two or more of the following Reaction Paper Questions. 
Reaction Paper Questions: 
 
Cohen opens with a Pat Barker quote. What does this quote mean and how does it relate to Cohen's 
discussion in "History as Axe?" What does Cohen mean when he refers to the "Balkan gyre" in the 
Preface, and what does he argue died along with the Yugoslav state? Define "nationalism," and identify 
some of the key components of Serb nationalism. Do you agree with Cohen's assertion that America 
acted "irresponsibly," why or why not? Give two examples of how Milosevic used history to raise ethnic 
consciousness and exacerbate ethnic division. Did "genocide" happen in Bosnia, and what does Cohen 
mean when he writes: ". . . 'Genocide' was no longer a horror but a form of immunity. It was a passe-
partout allowing the eternal Serbian victim to butcher with impunity?" What does Cohen mean when he 
writes: "Here we stand at the heart of things. What is a crowd and what is a group of people about to be 
executed?," and do you agree with this assertion? Why did Cohen include the stories of Sestovic and 
Dukic, and how do their stories contribute to our understanding of ethnic cleansing in the Balkans? 
 
March 9 Understanding Ethnic Cleansing: Theory and Implications (based on the Holocaust) 
 
Reading: 
 
Daniel Goldhagen, Hitler's Willing Executioners (1996), Part III "Police 
Battalions: Ordinary Germans, Willing Killers," pp. 182-186, (Police Battalion 101), pp. 237-262. 
Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final 
Solution in Poland (1998), "Afterward," pp. 191-223. 
Excerpts of an exchange between Phillip Gourevitch and Rye Barcott, January 1999. 
 



Recommended Reading: 
 
Reinhard Heydrich, Speech at Wannsee, 20 Jan. 1942, "The Final Solution." 
 
Chaim Rumkowski, Address to Lodz ghetto, 4 Sept. 1942, "Give Me Your Children." 
Interview with Sobibor Nazi Commandant Karl Franzel and Sobibor survivor, 
Thomas Toivi Blatt, from Thomas Blatt, From the Ashes of Sobibor 
(1997), pp. 235-242. 
Assignment: Answer two or more of the reaction paper questions. 
 
Reaction Paper Questions: 
 
How do Goldhagen and Browning disagree on their interpretations of Reserve Battalion 101? Which 
thesis do you agree with and why? How are the speeches by Heydrich and Rumkowski structurally 
similar (to what emotions do they both appeal to)? Barcott suggests to Gourevitch that the Primo Levi 
quotes noted on the first page of this syllabus are "dangerous." What is Gourevitch's reply; do you agree 
with it? Relate any of these readings to our experience "bearing witness" at the Holocaust Museum. 
 
PART III What can be done - prevention, intervention, reconciliation? 
In the third part of this class we move from understanding and analysis to action. We will consider 
prevention, intervention, and reconciliation based on recent historical events, programs, and policies. 
 
March 23 Prevention 
 
Readings: 
Kofi Annan, Towards a Culture of Prevention (1999). 
 
Rye Barcott, Slum-lords and Ghetto-love: Youth Culture in Kibera and the 
Cohesion of Oppression (2001). 
 
Assignment: Answer all of the following reaction paper questions. 
 
Reaction Paper Questions: 
 
Annan argues that prevention of war and ethnic cleansing is both pragmatic and humanitarian. What 
does he mean and do you agree? Why, according to Annan, are prevention strategies difficult to 
implement? What social category does Barcott argue must be engaged in order for any prevention 
strategy to be successful? Why is that category important and do you agree with Barcott's argument? 
 
March 30 Humanitarian Intervention - the Kosovo case 
 
Reading: 
 
Noam Chomsky, "The Current Bombings:" 
 
www.infoshop.org/news4/chomsky99_1.html 
 
Roger Cohen, The New York Times, "On Milosevic: What to Do?," "Serbs Shed 



Their Fear and Make a Revolution," 8 October 2000. 
 
Richard Holbrooke, "Battles After the War," New York Times Op-Ed, 14 Sept. 1999 
Video Excerpt: War in Europe, Frontline 1995 
Guests: Colonel Thomas Greenwood, Head of Balkan Desk, The National 
Security Council, White House. 
 
Professor Richard Kohn, former Chief Historian of the US Air Force. 
 
Assignment: Answer two or more (including one of the Chomsky questions) of 
the following reaction paper questions. 
 
Reaction Paper Questions: 
 
Chomsky notes three kinds of responses to humanitarian catastrophes. What response does Chomsky 
think the Kosovo bombing exemplifies and why? What reasons does Chomsky offer for thinking that the 
US attitude toward the framework of the world order and international law in this century has been 
primarily one of "contempt," and what pragmatic reasons does he offer for the US to reconsider its 
general policy of 'defying world order'? According to Cohen, what led Milosevic to "quit?" According to 
Cohen, what are the greatest challenges that Kostunica now faces? What is Holbrooke's argument and 
can you formulate a counter-argument? 
 
April 6 Preventative Diplomacy 
 
Readings: 
Bruce Jentleson (Ed.), Opportunities Missed, Opportunities Seized: Preventive 
Diplomacy in the post-Cold War World (2000), pp. xvii - 14, 319-348. 
Recommended Reading: 
Interview by The Washington Post on Al Gore's Foreign Policy: 
washingtonpost.com/wp-rv/liveonline/00/politics/freemedia081600_jentleson.htm 
 
Jentleson, Opportunities Missed . . . , pp. 15-20 (on methodology). 
Video Excerpt: Give War a Chance, Frontline 1997. 
 
Guest: Bruce Jentleson, Director of the Sanford Institute for Public Policy, Duke 
University, Foreign Policy Advisor to Vice President Al Gore. Bio: 
www.pubpol.duke.edu/people/faculty/jentleson/bio.html 
 
Assignment: Answer all of the following reaction paper questions. 
 
Reaction Paper Questions: 
 
According to Jentleson, what are the two core arguments invoked against preventative diplomacy (see 
"Viability of PD and Strategic Value of PD"), and how are they refutable? Consider either Rwanda or 
Bosnia in 1989. Pretend you are the National Security Advisor. Develop a policy for prevention in a five-
point policy paper instructing for US engagement in the respective country. 
 
April 13 No Class - Good Friday 



 
April 20 The Importance and Challenges of Justice: Convicting War Criminals 
 
Readings: 
Madeline Morris, "Rwandan Justice and the International Criminal Court," ILSA 
Journal of International and Comparative Law, Vol. 5, No. 2, Spring 1999. 
www.nsulaw.nova.edu/Student/student_organizations/international_law_journal/5_2/MORRIS.htm 
Loung Ung, First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers 
(2000) "The Execution" pp. 203-208. 
 
Recommended: "Takeover" pp. 17-22. 
 
"Pa" pp. 101-112. 
 
"The Walls Crumble" pp. 158-164. 
Guest: Madeline Morris, advisor on justice to the President of Rwanda since 1995 
and participant in the drafting of the Rwandan special legislation for the handling of genocide-related 
cases. Bio: www.law.duke.edu/fac/morris/ 
 
Assignment: Address all four of the reaction paper questions. 
Reaction Paper Questions: 
What does Ung's chapter "The Execution" tell us about the importance of 
justice? Was the execution just - why or why not, in your opinion? According to Madeline Morris, what is 
the ideal relationship between international and national courts, and what were two difficulties that 
arose in the Kambanda Decision? What are "anomalies of inversion," and how do they arise? 
 
April 27 Reconciliation 
 
Readings: 
Dr. James Peacock, Carrie Matthews, Rye Barcott, The American 
Anthropological Association Statement on Ethnic Cleansing (2000). 
 
Armenia: 
 
Remarks by Bob Dole: http://www.cilicia.com/armo4a.html 
 
Juliet Eilperin and Steven Mufson, The Washington Post, "Hastert 
Withdraws 'Genocide' Resolution," 20 October 2000: www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/articles/A44431-2000Oct19.html 
Dennis Hastert, "Regarding the Armenian Genocide," Oct. 19, 2000. 
Frank Pallone (D-NJ), "Statement by Congressional Armenian Caucus," Oct. 20, 2000. 
 
Video excerpt: The Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
 
Assignment: Answer the following reaction paper questions. 
 
Reaction Paper Questions: 
 



What is a "holistic" approach to understanding and acting to prevent, stop, and reconcile ethnic 
cleansing, and do you think this approach is useful - why or why not? Why did House Speaker Dennis 
Hastert withdraw the 'Genocide' Resolution? Do you agree with the withdrawal of this House Bill - why 
or why not? 1 See Cohen, Roger, "Ethnic Cleansing," in Roy Gutman & David Rieff, Crimes of War, (W.W. 
Norton & Company, New York: 1999, p. 136. 1 1 
 


