
 February 23, 2005  
President of the Republic of Guatemala 
Licenciado Oscar Berger Perdomo 
Casa Presidencial, 6 a. Avenida, 4-18 zona 1 
Ciudad de Guatemala, Guatemala 
Fax: +502 221 4423 
 
Your Excellency, 
As President of the American Anthropological Association, I write on behalf of 12,000 professional 
anthropologists from the United States and other countries, to express our serious concern over the 
unjustified detention of Don Carlos Chen Osorio, who is a member of the Negotiation Comité of the 
Coordinating Committee of the Communities Affected by the Chixoy Dam (COCAICH), which occurred on 
January 20 of this year in the municipality of Salamá. 
 
We understand that warrants are pending for the arrest of the following members of the COCAICH: 
Antonio Vásquez Xitumul, Julio Santiago, Domingo Sic, Rafael Santiago Fernández, Félix Alfonso 
Raymundo, Víctor Lem Colorado y Juan de Dios García [also have pending warrants for their arrest]. 
 
These citizens are representatives of communities affected by the construction of the Chioxoy Dam. On 
September 7, 2004, they were protesting the lack of compensation and reparations for the human rights 
violations and losses incurred during the construction of the dam. On 8 September 2004, the 
communities peacefully ended the protest, after signing an agreement with representatives of the 
Instituto National de Elecrificación, (INDE), State Electricity Institute, that was witnessed by other 
government authorities and observers from the Procuraduría de los Derechos Humanos (PDH). All 
parties agreed to establish and participate in a 'discussion table' to assess all the damages and losses 
caused by the construction of the Chixoy dam. 
 
These citizens are engaged in a legal process to defend their constitutionally granted rights to seek 
reparations and indemnification as established by Government authorities and protected by the 
Constitution of Guatemala. According to Article 28 of the Constitution of the Republic of Guatemala, 
Guatemalans have a "right to address individually or collectively petitions to the authorities, which are 
obliged to process and resolve them according to the law." 
 
Don Carlos Chen's detention is the result of his search for justice and dignity for the communities that, in 
the process of building the dam, lost lands, sacred sites, cultural values and whose members violently. 
We are greatly concerned that the penal charges are employed by political interests to preclude justice. 
 
To insure that a rights-protective review of dam-affected community grievances takes place and 
meaningful remedy is finally realized, we strongly urge your action to: 
 
1. Drop all penal and detention charges against Don Carlos Chen and the seven representatives of the 
affected communities. 
 
2. With all the powers bestowed to you, facilitate the high level platform to address the social and 
economic legacy of the construction of the Chixoy dam. 
 
3. Help to provide protection for all people involved in this process. 
 



Thank you very much for your attention to this pressing matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth Brumfiels, AAA President  
 
Laura R. Graham 
AAA President Chair, AAA Committee for Human Rights 
 
 
cc: 
Lic. Frank LaRue 
COPREDEH - Comision Presidencial de los Derechos Humanos 
13 calle 15-33, Zona 13 
Cuidad de Guatemala 
Fax: 011 502 334 1407/334 1615 
E-mail: copredeh@guate.net 
 
Dr. Víctor Dionisio Montejo Esteban 
Secretaría de la Paz 
7a. Avenida 3-54, Zona 1. 
Guatemala, Ciudad. 
http://www.procesodepaz.gob.gt/contact.htm 
 
Dr. Rodolfo Stavenhagen 
Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous People, Commission 
on Human Rights, United Nations 
El Colegio de Mexico, Apdo. 20-671 
Mexico 01000, D.F. Mexico 
Tel. + fax: (52) 55 54 49 30 88 
email: rstaven@post.com 
 


