AT A GLANCE

Employment Opportunities for Undergraduate Anthropology Majors

Anthropology graduates tend to find professional employment as educators, managers, doctors, and lawyers, similar to
other liberal arts graduates. They are somewhat more likely to become college professors, but in fact, they have a wide
variety of career options available to them. This graph illustrates the occupation of anthropology graduates who

responded to the US Census 2015 American Community Survey.
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To understand what’s distinctive about anthropology among the liberal arts and social sciences, we can look at the jobs
that anthropology graduates are more likely to have than bachelor’s degree holders overall. The occupations that are
most characteristic of anthropology are social scientists, museum curators, and librarians—that is, jobs that involve

understanding and explaining culture to a non-specialist public.

Occupations that Anthropology Graduates are More Likely to Have

Survey researchers, sociologists, and other social scientists **
Archivists, curators, and museum technicians **

Librarians **
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Postsecondary teachers *

Medical scientists and life scientists

*p<0.1 Editors
**p < 0.001
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Source: US Census, American Community Survey, 2015 Public Use Microdata Sample. Analysis by AAA.
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