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Membership:
Provide the most recent membership numbers.
Number of Members: 538
List any factors you think may be increasing or decreasing your Section membership.
AAA’s most recent report issued in September 2014 indicated that APLA’s membership
totaled 538. This translates into 70 fewer members than measured in February 2014. Much
of the differential is likely the result of AAA efforts to audit and  “clean up” the membership
database. However, about 30% of the decrease in memberships between September of 2013
and September of 2014 cannot be explained by the audit. According to the AAA, only two
sections saw an increase in membership (i.e. SHA and ASA) and each of those sections have
fewer than 250 members each.

Factors affecting Membership:

We attribute our membership numbers and our members’ active engagement to several
factors: (1) outreach to graduate students, who make up 27% of our membership, and to
junior scholars, for whom we have initiated an “Early Scholars Mentoring Committee,”
which launched what will become annual professional development activities at the AAA
2014 meetings (2) our lively and informative business meeting, attended by close to 100
members and prospective members in 2014 – and this number would likely be even higher if
the AES business meeting was not scheduled at the same time, given the overlap in our
respective members (3) the increased success and visibility of our journal, The Political and
Legal Anthropology Review, (4) the value-added resources that we provide to members via
our list-serve, APLA and Journal websites, Facebook, Twitter and PoLAR on-line virtual
issues, (5) the overall interest in and vitality of our research area, reflected in APLA’s
establishment of a Collaborative Research Network on Ethnography, Law & Society at the
Law & Society Association, and (6) APLA’s reach beyond the United States, with members
from 36 different countries. Additionally, in 2014 we held a special off-site event hosted at a
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from 36 different countries. Additionally, in 2014 we held a special off-site event hosted at a
local cultural site (Busboys & Poets) to help raise APLA’s profile among anthropologists
and non-anthropologists alike. Approximately 80 people attended, primarily faculty and
graduate students from universities in the greater Washington DC region, from Johns
Hopkins to George Mason University.

We have identified a factor that may have a downward effect on our membership moving
forward; namely, people have access to many of our resources without being members of
APLA. This is experienced in two related ways: (1) the disconnect between official
AAA-APLA membership and the open nature of our various communication platforms,
including but not limited to APLA’s listserv subscription. Given the push toward open
access and the desire to maximize the diversity, visibility and accessibility of APLA’s
scholarly community, it seems counterproductive to gate off APLA resources, and it is labor
intensive to attempt to do so. Because of the way things are set up at the AAA, we don’t get
automatic notification of new members or of people who have dropped out of APLA or
have their membership lapsing. It is not automatic for a new member of APLA to subscribe
to the listserv. The member needs to know to and then request a listserv subscription by
sending APLA an email. Some members do not provide the same address to the AAA
administration (when they become member of APLA and pay their dues) and to the listserv.
Thus, reconciling the list of APLA members and listserv subscribers is not an easy task. In
July 2014, APLA members who were not subscribed to the listserv were contacted and
encouraged to subscribe. This resulted a large number of people added to the listserv. In July
2014, listserv subscribers who were not APLA members were contacted and encouraged to
join APLA. According to APLA’s Communication Liaison, as of November 21, 2014, the
APLA electronic mailing list consists of 797 email addresses (compare to 622
mid-November 2013). (2) The apparent conflict of interest between investing energy and
funds into recruiting section membership -- rewarded with a subscription to our journal --
and automatic and universal access to the entire AnthroSource portfolio for anyone with
AAA membership. This has implications not only for our membership numbers but also for
our section’s Treasury.

Finances:
Provide the most recent financial balances for Section budgets (and publication
sponsored budgets).
Financial Balance: 110,000.00
Publication Sponsored budgets.
Political and Legal Anthropology Review

Publishing royalty $6807.00.

Journal expenses $18,277.00
List any factors you think are affecting your Section's finances.
Factors affecting Finances:

We end 2014 with a number of accomplishments already in hand, and a number of
future-oriented projects well underway:

APLA began 2014 with a Net Assets balance (treasury funds) of $102,745.40.

Our dues stream in 2014 is projected by AAA to be $16,560.00, and we had collected
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Our dues stream in 2014 is projected by AAA to be $16,560.00, and we had collected
$10,727.44 in dues as of the end of September 2014 (the most recent financials available
from AAA). AAA uses a revolving membership renewal program. Thus, Sections collect
only dues for members who actually renew in a given calendar month.

APLA also collected a $6807.00 Anthrosource royalty in 2014.

APLA has one Quasi-Endowment with a deposit of $12,000 earning 4% interest per annum,
and the interest will become available for use in 2015. We anticipate that our spending
(including PoLAR AEO expenses) for 2014 will be approximately $16,500.00 after the
annual meeting expenses, barring any unexpected expenses.

Again, APLA showed a growth in Section savings in 2014. Our savings are due in no small
part to the Board’s continuing efforts to hold costs in check, the AnthroSource royalty,
university subventions for PoLAR, and the contract with Wiley-Blackwell that covers
PoLAR’s publication costs. However, major changes are afoot in the AnthroSource
publishing world, and it is very unlikely that we will continue to see our treasury annually
increase at the rate it has for the last 7 years, even if we continue to be as prudent with our
funds as possible. We have a solid fund balance, and as a Section, we are taking an
aggressive, creative, and productive stance toward the impending changes in the academic
publishing world, all of which will serve us well in the coming years. After the remaining
2014 expenses are paid, including the annual meeting expenses and a few outstanding
journal expenses, we can expect to end 2014 with a projected fund balance of approximately
$110,000.

This year, the APLA Board voted to raise dues for regular members to $35 and this will go
into effect in January 2015. Student dues will remain the same at $15 per year. The
reasoning behind the increase was to demonstrate to the AAA that APLA is committed to
being a meaningful partner in supporting its journal within the Anthrosource portfolio. 

The AAA anticipates that our dues stream income in 2015 will be $16,245.00 and that our
royalty will be $7,023.70. The Graduate Student Paper Prize Quasi-Endowment will
generate approximately $400 a year beginning in 2015 to help fund the paper prize. We have
budgeted approximately $14,600.00 to cover anticipated actual (versus in-kind) journal costs
in 2015.

Despite the increase in membership dues, we will face several financial challenges in 2015.
Membership evinced a small but now noticeable erosion in 2014. The AAA is taxing our
royalty at an even greater rate in 2015. At the beginning of the fiscal year’s third quarter
(July 1, 2015) APLA will lose the journal’s university subvention. Looking ahead, it remains
unknown what the allocation of the Anthrosource royalty among the participants will be
under the new contract. 

Sessions:
List the titles of your Section's AAA meeting invited sessions, co-sponsored sessions,
and any special events your Section sponsored or in which it participated.
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Session Type: Invited 
Session: The Invisible Specter: Linguistic Anthropology, Neoliberal Morality, and The
Linguistic Incarnations of The Enterprising Self, organized by Aurora Donzelli 

Session Type: Invited 
Session: The Pragmatics of Jurisdiction, the Limits of Sovereignty, organized by Jeffrey
Kahn and Justin B Richland. 

Session Type: Invited 
Session: Anthropological Approaches to Law, Gender, and Human Rights: Papers in Honor
of Sally Engle Merry, organized by Ram Natarajan and Amy L Field. 

Session Type: Invited 
Session: Silence In/And Ethnography: Cartographies Of Power And Knowledge In
Anthropology And Its Publics, organized by Natasha Zaretsky. 

Session Type: Invited 
Session: The "Coefficient of Weirdness": Paranoia, Conspiracy, and the Unintelligible in
Rational Institutions, organized by Leo Coleman and Noelle Mole. 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: ACTIVISM AND ADVOCACY Robert R Sauders 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: WRITING THE RIGHT: ETHICS, EMPATHY, AND THE ETHNOGRAPHY OF
RADICAL POLITICAL OTHERS Nitzan Shoshan, Nathaniel M Smith and Douglas R
Holmes 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: POLITICS OF LAND AND SPACE Jeffrey T Martin 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE AND RESISTANCE: VICTIMHOOD AND
HEROISM IN THE GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS ERA Amy Rothschild, Devin Beaulieu,
Devin Beaulieu, Amy Rothschild and Robert Meister 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: TRIAL BY FIRE: TRUTH, VIOLENCE, AND ACCOUNTABILITY Ram
Natarajan, Saygun Gokariksel, Moyukh Chatterjee and Victoria D Sanford 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: RIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY AMONG COLLECTIVE AND CORPORATE
PERSONS Jessica Lowen, Jessica Lowen and Jon Bialecki 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: REVOLUTION, CRITIQUE, DEMOCRACY Laura-Zoe Humphreys, Laura-Zoe
Humphreys, Anna Fournier, Hussein A Agrama and Naomi Schiller 
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Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: RESISTANCE, OCCUPATION, AND DISSENT Tracy N Long 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: A/EFFECTS OF POWER AND PLACE: NEW LATIN@ ACTIVISMS IN
NORTH AMERICA Leah S Stauber, Leah S Stauber, Eduardo Gonzalez Castillo and Jeffrey
S Juris 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: POLITICAL PLAY AND THE POETICS OF PROTEST Charitie V Hyman, Meg
Turville-Heitz and Maria Lepowsky 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: RE/PRODUCING THE SOCIAL: ETHNOGRAPHIC PERSPECTIVES ON
POWER, 'THE STATE' AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE IN THE POST-NEOLIBERAL
REFORM ERA Holly A Dygert and Holly A Dygert 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF REGULATION Andrea Ballestero, Karen Michele
Hoffman, Carol A MacLennan and Rahul C Oka 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: KNOWING WAR: EXPLORING THE MAKE-UP OF MILITARY AND
ANTHROPOLOGICAL TRUTHS Andrew Bickford, Birgitte Refslund S?rensen, Mads
Daugbjerg and Seth D Messinger 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: PRODUCING THE SEMI-OFFICIAL: ANTHROPOLOGIES OF
BUREAUCRACY AND THE EVERYDAY Seema Golestaneh, Sarah E Vaughn, Seema
Golestaneh, Sarah E Vaughn and Carol J Greenhouse 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: CLAIMING INDIGENOUS RIGHTS THROUGH THE LANGUAGE OF LAW
Laurie K Medina, Laurie K Medina and Mark Goodale 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: NATURALIZING DIFFERENCE IN THE TIME OF ECONOMIC
LIBERALIZATION AND NEW TECHNOLOGIES OF CONTROL Alexandra Schwell,
Synnove K. N. Bendixsen, Christine M Jacobsen, Bjorn E. Bertelsen and Sarah S Willen 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: UNWELCOME CARE: THE DYNAMICS OF UNWANTED INTERVENTIONS
IN CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL LIFE Katherine Fultz, Gabriele Koch, Gabriele Koch,
Katherine Fultz and Lisa M Stevenson 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: AMONG THE ANONYMOUS DEAD: EXHUMATIONS AND THE "EMOTIVE
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MATERIALITY" OF DECEASED VICTIMS OF MASS VIOLENCE Tricia M
Redeker-Hepner, Erin Jessee and Sarah Wagner 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: THEORIZING EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION Aria Nakissa, Joyce
Dalsheim and Mark Goodale 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: POLITICS AND THE STATE IN SOUTH ASIA: CRITIQUE,
COLLABORATION, CONTRADICTION Aradhana Sharma, Katherine Lemons and Saida
Hodzic 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: STUDYING UP, DOWN, AND SIDEWAYS: ANTHROPOLOGISTS TRACE
THE PATHWAYS OF POWER Roberto J Gonzalez, Rachael J Stryker, David H Price and
Laura Nader 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: UNSETTLED ETHNOGRAPHIES: HISTORIES, FUTURES AND THE
WORLD-MAKING CAPACITY OF CRITICAL EVENTS Daniel M. Knight, Othon
Alexandrakis, Daniel M. Knight, Loring M Danforth and Charles Stewart 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: PRODUCING GOVERNANCE: THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF RELIGION
MEETS POLITICAL THEORY IN ASIA Vineeta Sinha, Keping Wu, Jeremy Jacob
Kingsley, Indira Arumugam, Joshua Barker, Partha Chatterjee, Isabelle Clark-Deces,
Andrew M Conroe and Thomas Blom Hansen 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: WE DON'T NEED (MORE) REGULATION Riddhi Bhandari, Pierre-Alexandre
Paquet and Karen Michele Hoffman 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: MAKING SENSE OF CHANGE Erin Katherine McFee 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: BEING LIKE A STATE Joshua Clark, Joshua Clark, Miia Halme-Tuomisaari and
Tess S Lea 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: CRITICAL POTENTIALITIES OF THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF POLICING.
ACCOUNTS OF POLICE, POWER AND POLITICS ON PUBLIC DISPLAY? Beatrice A
Jauregui, Paul Mutsaers, Eilat Maoz, Simanti Dasgupta, Daniel Silva, Michelle L Stewart,
Paul Mutsaers and Craig William Schuetze 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: CITIZENSHIP AT THE LIMITS: CONFRONTING THE DISARTICULATIONS
OF MEMBERSHIP AND EQUALITY Diane Rachel Garbow, Diane Rachel Garbow,
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Joshua M Price and Aranzazu Recalde 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: MIGRANT CHILDREN, EDUCATION AND STRUCTURAL VIOLENCE IN
CHINA, MALAYSIA, RUSSIA, TURKEY AND THE US Alexia Bloch, Alexia Bloch,
Ayse Parla and Jacqueline Bhabha 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: A NEW ANTHROPOLOGY OF REVOLUTION Carwil R Bjork-James 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: STATES OF AGENCY: ON THE CREATIVITY, CONSCIENCE, AND
SUBJECTIVITY OF CIVIL SERVANTS Anna Offit, Kelly McKowen, Anna Offit, Kelly
McKowen and Summerson Carr 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: WHO DECLARES THE END OF EMERGENCY? TEMPORALITIES OF
PRECARIOUSNESS AFTER EXTREME EVENTS. Rebecca Gimbel, Jan Jonathan Bock,
Rebecca Gimbel and Susanna M Hoffman 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: VIOLENCE AND ETHICS IN ETHNOGRAPHIES OF SECURITY IN LATIN
AMERICA Erika M Robb Larkins, Stephanie Savell and Daniel M Goldstein 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: MOBILITY AND CONFLICT: BELONGING, POLITICS, AND VALUE
ACROSS CHANGING BORDERS Jatin Dua, Louisa Nicolaysen Lombard, Emrah Yildiz
and Joshua Craze 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: THE ART OF ELECTIONEERING: INTERESTS, DISCUSSIONS AND
AGREEMENTS IN ELECTORAL COMPETITION Manduhai Buyandelger, Maria L
Vidart, Manduhai Buyandelger and David Nugent 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: PRODUCING AN ANTHROPOLOGY OF DISPLACED CHILDHOODS
Nayanika Mookherjee and Nayanika Mookherjee 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: POLITICAL ASYLUM AND THE POLITICS OF SUSPICION Heath Cabot,
Bridget M Haas, Amy E Shuman and Marco Jacquemet 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: LAW (AND THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF): DRAWING BOUNDARIES,
CONSTRUCTING TRUTHS Laurie A Frederik, Laurie A Frederik, Lee Cabatingan,
Jeffrey S Kahn and Justin B Richland 

Session Type: Volunteered 
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Session: THE ARTIFICE OF POWER: TECHNOLOGIES OF ELECTION AND
PRODUCTION OF KNOWLEDGE IN CONTEMPORARY DEMOCRACIES Maria L
Vidart, Maria L Vidart and Katherine A Bowie 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: RIGHTS AND ETHICAL SUBJECTIVITY Mary Gallagher 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: (NON)BELONGING AND THE LAW James Williams 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: THE POLITICS OF "DOING GOOD" Jason A Rodriguez, Naomi Glenn-Levin
Rodriguez, Jason A Rodriguez and Heather Hindman 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: ANTHROPOLOGIES OF NOT KNOWING: EXPERTISE AND EPISTEMIC
GAPS Heath Cabot, Jessica L O'Reilly, Heath Cabot and Martha Lampland 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE IN TIME AND SPACE: PRODUCING JUSTICE IN
POST CONFLICT SOCIETIES Jennie E Burnet, Jennie E Burnet, Kristin C Doughty and
Kimberly S Theidon 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: WHAT'S IN A NAME? TRACING ANTHROPOLOGY'S UNEASY
ETHNOGRAPHIC ENGAGEMENT WITH NGOs David Lewis, Mark A Schuller, William
F Fisher, Aradhana Sharma, Erica L Bornstein, Arturo Escobar and Amanda Lashaw 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: TRACING LEGAL MATERIALITY Miyako Inoue, Lori Weekes, Miyako Inoue
and Annelise Riles 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: TRANSLATING SUBALTERNITIES TODAY: CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES ON
GRAMSCI AND ANTHROPOLOGY Gianfranco Rebucini, Gianfranco Rebucini, Riccardo
Ciavolella, Marc Abeles and Gianfranco Rebucini 

Session Type: Volunteered 
Session: NEGOTIATING BOUNDARIES AND CONTESTING TERRAIN:
ANTHROPOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE IN LEGAL SETTINGS Lindsay A Parme, Cecilia
M Salvi, ChorSwang Ngin and James P Loucky 

Session Type: Special Events 
Session: APLA SALON AND RECEPTION: PRODUCING POLITICAL AND LEGAL
KNOWLEDGE THROUGH CROSS-DISCIPLINARY ENGAGEMENTS IN THE
POLITICAL AND LEGAL ANTHROPOLOGY REVIEW (POLAR) NOTE OFF-SITE
LOCATION: Busboys and Poets 
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Session Type: Special Events 
Session: ASSOCIATION FOR POLITICAL AND LEGAL ANTHROPOLOGY (APLA)
2014 PAPER PRIZE FINALISTS AND MENTORS 

Session Type: Special Events 
Session: DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND CAREER MOBILITY: DO THESE GO
HAND-IN-HAND? 

Session Type: Special Events 
Session: ASSOCIATION FOR POLITICAL AND LEGAL ANTHROPOLOGY BOARD
MEETING 

Session Type: Special Events 
Session: ASSOCIATION FOR POLITICAL AND LEGAL ANTHROPOLOGY (APLA)
MENTORING EVENT FOR JUNIOR/EARLY CAREER SCHOLARS: BUILDING A
RESEARCH AGENDA 

Session Type: Special Events 
Session: BUSINESS MEETING, ASSOCIATION FOR POLITICAL AND LEGAL
ANTHROPOLOGY 

Session Type: Other 
Session: Graduate Student Mentoring Workshops: Josh Clark and Suraiya Jetha, co-chairs,
Chima Anyadike-Danes (UC Irvine), Daniel Huizenga (York U), Jeffrey Omari (UC Santa
Cruz), and Michele Statz (U Washington), organizers. 1. Trial and Evidence in Science and
Law, Faculty facilitators: Helen Lambert (U Bristol), Richard Ashby Wilson (U
Connecticut). 2. Representation in Political and Legal Anthropology: Moving Beyond the
Textual (for early PhD students), Faculty facilitators: Donald Brenneis (UC Santa Cruz),
Alexandra Lippman (ICIS Post-doc, UC Davis), Ana Mar?a Ochoa (Columbia U). 3.
Positioning Social Media in Ethnographic Research, Faculty facilitators: Heather Horst
(RMIT University, Australia), Casper Bruun Jensen (ITU Copenhagen). 4. Law and Politics
of Environmental Justice: Emerging Legal Subjects, Faculty facilitators: Melissa Checker
(CUNY), Kregg Hetherington (Concordia U, Montr?al). 5. Legal Futures, Technological
Futures, Faculty facilitators: Joshua Barker (U Toronto), Alex Dent (George Washington
U). 

Awards
List awards presented this year on behalf of your Section.
Award: APLA Graduate Student Paper Prize
Date: 12/06/2014
Recipient: Andrea Pia
Affiliation: London School of Economics
Project/Paper/Accomplishment: "'We follow reason, not the law': disavowing the law in
rural China" - Annelise Riles, APLA assigned mentor 

Award: Graduate Student Paper Prize, finalist
Date: 12/06/2014
Recipient: Veronique Fortin
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Affiliation: University of California, Irvine
Project/Paper/Accomplishment: "Homeless People in Montreal: In and Out of Spaces of
Non-existence" - Eve Darian-Smith, APLA assigned mentor 

Award: Graduate Student Paper Prize, finalist
Date: 12/06/2014
Recipient: Georgina Ramsay
Affiliation: Newcastle University
Project/Paper/Accomplishment: "'I am dead, now': Forced Child Removal and Child
Protection Interventions as Enduring Experiences of Refugee Objectification for Central
African Refugees Resettled in Australia" - Didier Fassin, APLA assigned mentor 

Award: Graduate Student Paper Prize, finalist
Date: 12/06/2014
Recipient: Guy Shalev
Affiliation: University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Project/Paper/Accomplishment: "Doctors with Borders: Palestinian Physicians?
Testimonies in Israel/Palestine" - Ilana Feldman, APLA assigned mentor 

Award: Graduate Student Paper Prize, finalist
Date: 12/06/2014
Recipient: Chris Upton
Affiliation: Indiana University
Project/Paper/Accomplishment: "Guantanamo Bay, Anthropologists, and the State of
Exception" - Daniel Goldstein, APLA assigned mentor 

Award: APLA Annual Book Prize 
Date: 12/06/2014
Recipient: Lori Allen
Affiliation: SOAS, University of London
Project/Paper/Accomplishment: The Rise and Fall of Human Rights: Cynicism and
Politics in Occupied Palestine. Stanford University Press, 2013. 

Award: APLA Annual Book Prize, honorable mention
Date: 12/06/2014
Recipient: Matthew Hull
Affiliation: University of Michigan
Project/Paper/Accomplishment: Government of Paper: The Materiality of Bureaucracy in
Modern Pakistan. University of California Press, 2012. 

Meetings
Did your section request a meeting registration waiver or community engagement
grant?
No
If granted, who/what was it/they used for?
Not applicable.
List spring meeting activities
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Not applicable.
Mentorship:

Mentorship effors (at or beyond the AAA meetings) to any of the following (e.g.,
special activities, funding, awards, guidance/advising on professional matters, etc.)
Undergraduate and/or graduate students.
APLA is very proud of its ongoing commitment to graduate student mentoring and the
integration of graduate students throughout our section’s leadership and committees, and in
all research and professional development activities. We also invest funds into Graduate
Student Workshops and Travel Funds, as detailed below.

Section Participation. Students are encouraged to attend the APLA Business meeting,
which featured this year a structured activity where participants could share their
research interests and network. We collected contact information and intend to follow
up with each participant to determine how the section can best meet their needs and
invite them to get involved in section leadership.
Section Leadership. Graduate students historically have had one representative on
the APLA board; as of 2014 they now have two who attend the APLA Board meeting
and help advance APLA’s goals. This year a graduate student was a member of
APLA’s Journal Editor Search Committee. Graduate students served on nearly all of
APLA’s committees and journal-associated work including the Book Review, Website
and Online Journal Website. A committee comprising six graduate students organizes
APLA’s Graduate Student Workshops. In 2014, this committee coordinated with
APLA’s new Early Career Committee to host a professional development event at the
AAA meetings. A graduate student co-founded the Collaborative Research Network
(CRN) Ethnography, Law & Society at the Law & Society Association.
Information Hub. Our listserv, website, Facebook and Twitter circulate job,
conference, publication and grant opportunities that are of interest to graduate students.
Dissemination of Scholarship/Publication. Our journal, the Political and Legal
Anthropology Review, encourages submissions from students and first-time authors,
and our editors work closely with them on their publications. The Graduate Student
Paper Prize winner’s manuscript is revised and published in the Political and Legal
Anthropology Review.
Prizes and Travel Monies. We awarded our annual Graduate Student Paper prize in
2014, and the recipient received funding to attend the AAA meeting.
Faculty Mentors and Networking. Each of the five finalists of the Graduate Student
Paper Prize was assigned a faculty mentor who provided an external review of their
submission, in addition to the committee’s reviews. A session was hosted by APLA at
the AAA where the finalists, mentors and the Committee were able to meet, exchange
ideas and network professionally.
Interdisciplinary Engagement. Graduate students participated in APLA’s offsite
special event. Salon panelists included National Science Foundation Law and Social
Sciences Division Co-Directors who provided insight into grant process and offered to
meet with graduate students and faculty. We collected contact information and intend
to follow up with each participant to determine how the section can best meet their
needs and invite them to get involved in section leadership. This event attracted
graduate students from the greater Washington DC region from a range of disciplines:
anthropology, sociology, law and society, international studies, law school, etc...
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Professional development. APLA online journal manager Kate Henne mentors
graduate students who apply for and are selected to be APLA’s Digital Education
Fellows. Together, they curate virtual issues, launch multi-media online supplements
to the journal and help create the future of academic publishing. Additionally, APLA
participates in the NASA in the Emerging Leaders in Anthropology Program. APLA
also held five graduate student workshops each designed to enable 4-5 graduate
students to meet with faculty in order to discuss research around a key theme, as
detailed below. The call for student participants was disseminated via the APLA email
list as well as emails to department chairs or graduate program directors of more than
80 graduate degree-conferring anthropology departments in 11 countries.  Student
participants were required to apply for workshops, and were admitted on a rolling
basis.  This year 21 students from 16 universities were selected to participate in the
workshops.

Graduate Student Mentoring Workshops Committee

Josh Clark and Suraiya Jetha, co-chairs

Chima Anyadike-Danes (UC Irvine), Daniel Huizenga (York U), Jeffrey Omari (UC Santa
Cruz), and Michele Statz (U Washington)

APLA hosted five faculty-student mentoring workshops at AAA 2014. The topics of this
year’s workshops were proposed, selected, and refined by the committee comprising six
graduate students. and convened small groups of graduate students and faculty facilitators
around thematic conceptual, theoretical, and methodological issues arising in their
anthropological research. The following are the topic descriptions and the professors who
served as facilitators:

1. Trial and Evidence in Science and Law

Faculty facilitators: Helen Lambert (U Bristol), Richard Ashby Wilson (U Connecticut)

 Trials and evidence are central to the ways both scientific and legal practitioners build
consensus, draw conclusions, leverage knowledge, and assert authority.  Though they take
distinct forms in each field, both draw on notions of credibility, verification, causation,
probability, and doubt.  Scholars have scrutinized these and other attributes of trials and
evidence in science and law, but rarely do their analyses put the two fields into direct
dialogue.  This workshop will convene advanced graduate students conducting research in
the anthropology of law and of science to consider how their approaches to analyzing trials
and evidence might inform one another. To what extent do concerns encountered in each
context overlap with, and diverge from, one another? What analytical tools might
researchers productively apply or adapt from one field of inquiry to the other?

2. Representation in Political and Legal Anthropology: Moving Beyond the Textual
(for early PhD students)

Faculty facilitators: Donald Brenneis (UC Santa Cruz), Alexandra Lippman (ICIS Post-doc,
UC Davis), Ana María Ochoa (Columbia U)

Just as legal accounts instantiate, substitute, and select from potential interpretations of
reality, so too does an ethnographic account represent and “enhance” what are often
unrecognized social truths (Yngvesson & Coutin 2008).  Designed for students of political
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and legal anthropology in the early stages of their graduate careers, this workshop explores
non-textual modes of ethnographic interpretation and enhancement.  Applicants are invited
to imagine the role film, performance, photography, experimental art, or sound ethnography
might play in their research. Participants may also consider the professional dis/advantages
of employing experimental techniques, as well as the ways in which these media forms
might uniquely intersect with or illuminate processes of legal representation.

3. Positioning Social Media in Ethnographic Research

Faculty facilitators: Heather Horst (RMIT University, Australia), Casper Bruun Jensen
(ITU Copenhagen)

 Political and legal anthropologists increasingly find social media playing often unforeseen
roles in their research.  This occurs, for example, when they are followed, tweeted at, and
“friended” by interlocutors.  These connections seem to bridge previously existing divides
between researchers and their interlocutors, and allow alternative insights into the latter’s
quotidian behavior and social networks. Should these novel forms of data be integrated into
ethnographic accounts in qualitatively different ways than those gathered by more
traditional methods?  And beyond methodological and analytical issues, what are the ethical
implications of gathering and employing this type of data? For example, what constitutes
informed consent in this context? This workshop invites applications from graduate students
grappling with questions about social media-generated data from both ethical and
methodological standpoints.

4. Law and Politics of Environmental Justice: Emerging Legal Subjects

Faculty facilitators: Melissa Checker (CUNY), Kregg Hetherington (Concordia U,
Montréal)

Demands for environmental justice have long employed legal language.  But today we are
witnessing a proliferation of claims articulating new environmental subjects and objects of
law.  These include, for example, proprietary claims on biotechnology, bioprospecting, and
biocultural heritage; discrimination claims of environmental racism; rights claims
demanding communities’ free, prior, and informed consent concerning natural resource use;
and the ceding of rights to Mother Earth in Ecuador and Bolivia and to plants in
Switzerland. What conditions the formation of these environmental subjects of law and what
are the implications for how we understand the politics of environmental justice? This
workshop is for graduate students interested in exploring the dynamic and evolving
relationships between law, politics, and the environment, and the role therein of notions of
justice, well-being, and liveability.

5. Legal Futures, Technological Futures

Faculty facilitators: Joshua Barker (U Toronto), Alex Dent (George Washington U)

Periods of rapid technological change have always posed challenges to legal and regulatory
actors, who must continuously adapt their knowledge and tools to the conditions of
emerging worlds.  Recent anthropological scholarship explores how policymakers, lawyers,
and other purveyors of expert knowledge today aim not only to react to, but also to
anticipate, evolving forms of technology and uses thereof.  This research has been rich and
divergent, ranging from issues of intellectual property and free speech on the Internet to
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reproductive technologies, alternative currencies, and global cyber security.  This workshop
invites applicants whose research interfaces with actors who construct legal, policy, and/or
regulatory tools to confront anticipated futures.  What compels such predictive approaches
to law and policy, and upon what bases do actors build their imaginaries of technological
changes yet-to-come? 
Early career scholars.
Early Career Scholars:

During APLA’s Business Meeting in 2013, several members proposed that APLA develop a
new committee that would address the needs of new Ph.D.s. Faculty formed a committee
and coordinated two successful events at the 2014 meeting, as detailed below. 

Additionally:

Early career scholars are also encouraged to attend the APLA business meeting, which
provides opportunities for networking, discussion, and section business.
The APLA listserve also features announcements of interest to early career scholars,
such as conference and grant opportunities.
APLA’s board reserves two at-large positions for pre-tenure faculty members.

Early Career Mentoring Committee:

Victoria Bernal, Christine Hegel-Cantarella, Amy Levine

“Building a Research Agenda”

Primary Organizers: Christine Hegel-Cantarella (Chair), Amy Levine, and Victoria Bernal

7:30am – 9am, December 6, 2014

Mentors: Peter Redfield, Victoria Bernal, Justin Richland, and Beth Baker-Cristales

“Building a Research Agenda” was a workshop designed to pair those early in their careers
with established scholars who could provide feedback and advice specifically on the process
of shifting one’s post-dissertation research focus.  We recruited volunteer mentors that we
felt provided diversity in terms of research interests (topical and geographic), scholarly
affiliation and gender, and did not encounter difficulties finding people to agree to serve as
mentors. 

“Digital Anthropology and Career Mobility: Do These Go Hand-in-Hand?”

Primary Organizers: Amy Levine, Joshua Clark, Chima Anyadike-Danes (Chair), Christine
Hegel-Cantarella, Victoria Bernal

7:30 – 9:am, December 5, 2014

Panelists/Discussants: Tom Boellstorf, Erin Brook Taylor, Jamie Sherman

“Digital Anthropology and Career Mobility: Do These Go Hand-in-Hand?” included three
discussants who were asked to share their thoughts on and experiences with digital
anthropology and take questions from attendees. The panelists were invited based on their
commitment to and interest in the issue and during the event provided a range of insights.
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Independent scholars.
See activities designed for early career scholars, both of which were open and relevant to
independent scholars.

Outreach:
Additional outreach efforts (at or beyond the AAA meetings) to other sections, interest
groups, and scholarly societies, government agencies, public education/community
engagement, and underrepresented minorities.
APLA established a Collaborative Research Network (CRN) on Ethnography, Law &
Society at the Law & Society Association to attract more readers, reviewers and authors to
the Political and Legal Anthropology Review. The new CRN sponsored six panels and a
roundtable at the LSA meetings in 2014 and will do so again at the 2015 conference in
Seattle.

APLA curated and released an ungated virtual thematic issue of the Political and Legal
Anthropology Review focused on inequality. It was released in conjunction with the annual
meetings of the Law & Society Association (LSA) and the Association of Social
Anthropologists (ASA) (May-June 2014). We cross-promoted the virtual issue across the
website, listserv, Facebook, and Twitter platforms in order to reach an even wider audience.
It provides free access to scholarship published by APLA to a global audience.

APLA members circulated prepared “outreach packets” to participants at the Law and
Society Association (Minneapolis) and Association of Social Anthropologists (Edinburgh)
meetings in Summer 2014, which contained information about the section and our journal.

APLA is exploring ways to collaborate with Allegra: A Virtual Lab of Legal
Anthropology (http://allegralaboratory.net/), the journal Cultural Anthropology and the 
American Ethnological Society. We established a partnership with Anthropoliteia
(http://anthropoliteia.net/), the newly formed site for "Critical perspectives on police,
security, crime, law and punishment around the world;" its editorial board includes Will
Garriott, our journal's co-editor, and Jeff Martin, an APLA board member. 

APLA hosted an offsite event that attracted approximately 80 scholars and graduate
students from the greater Washington DC region from a range of disciplines.

APLA co-published an extra Anthropology News column with the Society for Linguistic
Anthropology.

APLA collaborates with NASA in the Emerging Leaders in Anthropology Program
(ELAP).

APLA created and sustains a Digital Education Fellows program, in which our on-line 
PoLAR associate editor has trained graduate student fellows to create “spillover” content
(such as on-line discussions) and virtual issues that bring together previously published
articles around a contemporary theme. 

APLA co-sponsored three invited sessions at the AAA with the American Ethnological
Society and one with the Society for Linguistic Anthropology.

Communications:
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Status and use of Section internal communications such as a website, list serve, or
newsletter (if applicable): Please list internal communication tools you use and what
they are used for.
In 2014 APLA leaders overseeing various communication platforms formed a
Communications Committee to streamline and coordinate work flow. By the end of 2014,
the APLA website was relocated to a new address (http://politicalandlegalanthro.org) and
rebuilt with up-to-date aesthetics and valued content. At the end of 2014, the
Communications Committee decided to integrate substantial parts of the APLA and Online
Journal websites in order to ensure reader or visitor exposure to both the section and our
journal. This will entail a multi-stage process.

Email: 

It is used for APLA and PoLAR board communications. We also use free conference calls,
Google Hangouts and Skype for virtual meetings.

List-serv: 

It used to distribute job announcements, grant opportunities, conference announcements,
section business, and related topics. During 2014, graduate student Veronique Fortin
managed the listserv. As of November 21, 2014, the APLA electronic mailing list consisted
of 797 email addresses (compared to 622 mid-November 2013).

APLA website: 

Used to communicate APLA activities and serve as a hub for scholarly reflections on
political and legal anthropology. During 2014, Andrea Ballestero was the website manager.
Our website is undergoing a major transformation. With Jennifer Curtis and Kate Henne we
have revamped the design and have been working on renewing the material and making the
contents more attractive. The website continues to be structured with two main components.
A more dynamic side where we post blog-like entries with news, events, announcements,
and new activities that APLA is developing. This part keeps the pulse of our activities. And
a more static section that mirrors information that comes out in Polar Online and
Anthropology News. We are in the process of developing a section with new archived
materials: syllabi, teaching resources and images.

Number of Views per month:

Months and Years        
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May JunJul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2011        8 696 615 655 1,974
2012918 1,1441,2801,3261,013782835 679 861 913 1,026747 11,524
20131,1851,2851,1931,399822 825672 800 1,0471,0281,067566 11,889
20141,3481,3531,1361,228920 6791,4591,0911,128541 1,059 11,942

There were 11,942 views of our website between January - November 2014. Of these
views, 7,908 originated in the United States; the remainder originated from 62 other
countries.

Online Journal website: 

Maintained by Kate Henne, our PoLAR on-line editor. This website hosts “spillover” journal
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issue related conversations and supplementary materials; early release/publication of journal
book reviews, curated virtual issues, and calls for papers for special issues. With the new
PoLAR website, we are able to track the number of visitors to the site and popular pages.
There were a total of 11,629  views of the journal website in 2014.

Number of Views per Month (2013 v. 2014):

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2013 767 730 974 671 758 661 646 480 701 696 1,464 689 9,237
2014 839 1,070 1,086 1,022 1,110 1,050 773 717 1,097 1,532 1,333  11,629

Facebook: 

APLA has a Facebook page, established in 2012, which is managed by Kate Henne. It has
946 “members.” It is used to promote section member, section-sponsored and related
activities including our journal, Digital Education Fellows program, graduate student
workshops, AAA program, professional development opportunities, calls for papers and
prizes. It is also used to circulate and reflect on relevant current events.

Twitter: 

APLA also has a Twitter account, managed by Kate Henne. It is used to increase the
visibility of the section, including during the AAA meetings.

Anthropology News column:

APLA AN column co-editors are Leo Coleman and Allison Fish.

Since November, 2013, Anthropology News has published twelve Section News columns for
the association:

One column reported on activities at the 2013 AAA Annual Meeting
Seven columns were research reports by current members of the association.
Four columns reported on other items of association business including; one column
by out-going section president Susan Coutin regarding duties associated with the
office, one announcement of the new APLA book prize, one call for submissions to the
student paper prize, and one announcing upcoming events at the 2014 AAA.

Governance:
Changes in bylaws or governance structure.
Not applicable.

Initiatives:
What Initiatives does your Section have underway or planned for the coming year:
membership, publication annual meeting, mentorship, other? 
The APLA Board plans for 2015 include:

Continue to build the endowment to support our Graduate Student Paper prize.
Expand the multidisciplinary reach of our journal, Political and Legal Anthropology
and provide professional support to our newly appointed PoLAR editors.
Pursue additional indexing opportunities and ranking in ISI – Law for our journal in
collaboration with the AAA and Wiley Blackwell.
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Grow our new book prize competition.
Participate in the AAA “Open Anthropology” publishing initiative by allowing
Political and Legal Anthropology articles to be used for virtual issues, as appropriate.
Further coordinate communications in order to leverage effectiveness of multiple
media platforms.
Continue to make the APLA website more dynamic and interactive to help make the
APLA experience more than an annual event.
Continue to mentor graduate students and junior scholars through ELAP, early career
workshops, graduate student workshops, and our digital fellows program.
Complete the AAA Sustainability Proposal revision process in a timely manner in light
of feedback from the POWG.
Explore options of selling advertising or sponsorships in either The Political and
Legal Anthropology Review and/or our websites.
Fill our new APLA Board position (approved in November 2013) dedicated to journal
visibility and marketing The Political and Legal Anthropology Review. We have
dedicated a budget of up to $600 in FY15 funds for the new initiative.
Grow our collaborative efforts with other AAA sections, professional associations and
online scholarly communities.

Ask AAA:
Please tell us what your chief concerns and issues are, especially if they are not
previously noted.
What issues would you like raised or recommendations would you like to make to the
Section Assembly Executive Committee (SAEC)? Please be specific.
Our chief concern is the future of publishing in our discipline. We would like to continue to
be involved in further evaluation and decision making related to the alternative and
sustainable publishing models that have been discussed at Section Assembly meetings, and
we have appointed an internal APLA “Future of Publishing” committee to stay abreast of
these discussions. In addition, former APLA board member Carol Greenhouse serves on
POWG. Former APLA president and former Political and Legal Anthropology Review
editor Sally Merry served as chair of the AAA Committee on Scientific Communication and
is the current chair of CFPEP. Immediate past president of APLA Susan Coutin serves on
CFPEP as well.

We are also concerned about the impact of the recent increase in redirected revenues from
sections to the AAA, and would appreciate additional information about plans for its use.

Due to the centrality of APLA's journal to our section business, and the recent call to
determine sustainable pathways for the AAA portfolio, we would appreciate having a clear
understanding of the AAA budget invested in the Publications Department, its mission and
responsibilities - and the AAA's proposed plan for its own sustainability as a partner in the
dissemination of scholarly knowledge.

We would appreciate help in securing increased and consistent marketing and indexing
efforts for our journal from Wiley-Blackwell. We would be happy to join together with other
publishing sections who share this concern. We hope that the call for proposals will include
a requirement about robust commitment to multidisciplinary marketing.

We remain concerned with the universal access model to AnthroSource publications enabled
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by membership in only one section. AAA members have access to many of our resources
without being members of APLA. Section membership fees -- which, in the past, came with
a journal print subscription -- primarily subsidize a section's journal when non-members
now have complete access to it in digital form. Given the push toward open access and the
desire to maximize the diversity, visibility and accessibility of APLA’s scholarly
community, it seems counterproductive to gate off APLA resources, and it is labor intensive
to attempt to do so. Thus, we face an apparent conflict of interest between investing energy
and funds into recruiting section membership which helps to underwrite the journal, and
automatic and universal access to the entire AnthroSource portfolio for anyone with AAA
membership. This has implications not only for our membership numbers but also for our
section’s Treasury.

We would like to be able to generate a listserve that accurately reflects our membership.
Currently, as new members join, we do not receive an automatic notification of their full
contact information, which prevents us from immediately adding them to our list serv or
recruiting their pariticipation in APLA activities and leadership. Likewise, when
memberships are dropped, we do not learn about this, and we do not take people off of our
list serv. It is important to identify members, so that membership benefits can be directed to
them, particularly if we do choose to restrict access to at least some of APLA's resources.

We are curious about the timeline for the roll out of the new AnthroSource platform and
support for section websites.
What issues would you like raised or recommendations would you like to make to the
AAA Executive Board? Please be specific. 
We are excited about the efforts to rethink our publishing model, and we would like to
identify a mechanism through which our section can participate in decision-making on this
issue throughout the year, not only at the Section Assembly meeting.

Due to the centrality of APLA's journal to our section business, and the recent call to
determine sustainable pathways for the AAA portfolio, we would appreciate having a clear
understanding of the AAA budget invested in the Publications Department, its mission and
responsibilities - and the AAA's proposed plan for its sustainability as a partner in the
dissemination of scholarly knowledge.

We remain concerned with the universal access model to AnthroSource publications enabled
by membership in only one section. AAA members have access to many of our resources
without being members of APLA. Section membership fees -- which, in the past, came with
a journal print subscription -- primarily subsidize a section's journal when non-members
now have complete access to it in digital form. Given the push toward open access and the
desire to maximize the diversity, visibility and accessibility of APLA’s scholarly
community, it seems counterproductive to gate off APLA resources, and it is labor intensive
to attempt to do so. Thus, we face an apparent conflict of interest between investing energy
and funds into recruiting section membership which helps to underwrite the journal, and
automatic and universal access to the entire AnthroSource portfolio for anyone with AAA
membership. This has implications not only for our membership numbers but also for our
section’s Treasury.

Another concern is how our discipline can better communicate its value to a sometimes
skeptical public. APLA is particularly suited to speak to current events related to law, policy
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and politics, broadly defined.

Lastly, we are concerned with future careers and with the disconnect between academic
training and job opportunities. We would like to reach out to practicing anthropologists to
strengthen the resources that we make available to students and early career scholars who do
not take an academic path. A more long term project would be for the AAA to study and
make recommendations for multiple track, flexible or integrated academic/alt-ac training
within Master's and doctoral programs. This would make the AAA more relevant to a wider
range of students and community members.
What issues would you like raised or recommendations would you like to make to the
AAA Staff? Please be specific. 
During the past year, APLA has requested information or support related to several issues
from AAA staff. We appreciate the professional engagement we have come to expect and
receive from AAA staff in Membership Services, Finance & Operations, Meetings &
Conferences External/Internal/Government Relations and Publications. We look forward to
maintaining these relationships as the section grows its membership, budget,
communications, and journal.

Due to the centrality of APLA's journal to our section business, and the recent call to
determine sustainable pathways for the AAA portfolio, we would appreciate having a clear
understanding of the AAA budget invested in the Publications Department, its mission and
responsibilities - and the AAA's proposed plan for its sustainability as a partner in the
dissemination of scholarly knowledge. 

We would appreciate help in securing increased and consistent marketing and indexing
efforts for our journal from Wiley-Blackwell. We hope that the call for proposals will
include a requirement about robust commitment to multidisciplinary marketing.

Is there a way to have our membership automatically generate a listserve so that the
listserve would be up to date?  It is unfair for new members not to receive information,
simply because we do not have an easy way of identifying them. 
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