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November 5, 2015 
 
Daniel M. Ashe, Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1849 C Street NW, Room 3331 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 
 
VIA E-Mail: Dan_Ashe@fws.gov 
 
RE: Protection of cultural resources at Amity Pueblo (Arizona) 
 
Dear Mr. Ashe, 

 
On behalf of the American Anthropological Association’s (AAA) 10,000 members, we want to express our 
deep concern regarding the lack of prompt and proper treatment of the human remains of Zuni ancestors 
that were disturbed by blading their graves at Amity Pueblo (AZ Q:15:25 (ASM))as a result of construction 
activities funded by your agency. This situation resulted when the Fish and Wildlife Service failed to 
comply with the legally required Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act prior to providing 
funding for the construction of a fishing pond near Eagar, Arizona.  

 
We have reviewed the relevant documentary history pertaining to this destructive action undertaken in 
April 2011 and the unacceptably drawn-out, four-year process by which the Fish and Wildlife Service has 
failed to remediate the situation. As of October 2015, the Native American remains that were disturbed 
have yet to be completely collected and reburied demonstrating , perhaps unintentionally, your agency’s 
lack of respect for Zuni ancestors, Zuni cultural values, and the on-going spiritual harm to the Zuni people 
caused by your agency’s lack of action. At this point, the AAA urges the Fish and Wildlife Service to 
demonstrate its respect for Zuni tribal values by working cooperatively and productively with the 
compliance agencies, the stakeholder tribes, and consulting scientific and historic preservation 
organizations to reach a mutually acceptable resolution to this tragic situation. 

 
To this end the AAA strongly supports the request of the affiliated tribes (Zuni, Acoma, Hopi, and Navajo) 
that all remains be collected from the berm and spoil pile that were created from digging the pond, and 
that bioarchaeological analyses be undertaken in order to re-associate, as much as possible, the remains 
of each individual. The AAA also supports a basic level of scientific analysis of the artifacts that were 
disturbed by the destruction of the burials as this is an important site in the archaeology of eastern 
Arizona and the ancestry of the Zuni people.  Finally, we request that the AAA be included as a consulting 
party in this case. 
 
The AAA, founded in 1902, is the world’s largest association for professional anthropologists. We are 
dedicated to the advancement of anthropology as the science that studies humankind in all its aspects 
through archeological, biological, ethnological, and linguistic research. The AAA also recognizes our 
ethical responsibility to protest and oppose any culture or society that denies or permits the denial of that 
humanity. Please let us know what additional information you need to evaluate our request to be included 
as a consulting party in this case. 
 
Sincerely, 

     
Monica Heller       Katherine A Spielmann 
President, American Anthropological Association President, Archaeology Division of the AAA 


