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Dear Members and Delegates:  
 
Two years ago we broke new ground in Paris, creating an Agreement with opportunities and 
responsibilities for all signatories to the UNFCCC to create their own paths to carbon reductions.  This is 
a great step forward for meaningful cooperation in reducing GHG emissions. With COP-22 in 
Marrakesh, and now COP-23 in Bonn, we are moving forward and turning decisions into action at an 
even more pivotal time in the history of humankind.    
 
The American Anthropological Association (AAA), the largest organization of anthropologists in the 
world, stands in solidarity to collaborate on climate change actions and provide our collective research 
and insights with constituencies and nation-states caught in the ever-widening web of climate change.   
 
Anthropologists recognize the clear threat of climate change.  We are “first responders” since we are 
front-line documentarists of the impacts, causes and inequities of a changing climate.  We see the 
struggles, challenges, and successful adaptations at the ground-level among people in the widely-
varied locales and conditions in our global community.  
 
The AAA has completed an expert-panel report and adopted an 8-point Statement on Humanity and 
Climate Change that stems from our unique perspective:  
 
1. Climate change is a present reality that impacts human cultures around the globe, not only our 

physical environments. 
   

2. Climate change is an intensifier! It is not the sole cause of hardships but intensifies underlying 
problems, including poverty, economic disparities, migrations, and political instability.  

   
3. We will see widespread impacts on communities, and  

 
4. The impacts will fall unevenly and with particular weight on those already burdened by existing 

vulnerabilities.  
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5. While fossil fuel use is the primary driver of climate change, we target a rampant culture of 
consumerism fueled by global markets and the cumulative effects of land use practices that 
undermine socio-ecological resilience. We advocate for investments in R&D for local and 
renewable energy sources and supply, with distributed generation and investment in storage 
systems for renewable energy.   
 
We call out two critical points that give rise to rational optimism. 

 
6. Although climate change is a global problem, we see that it will require local and regional solutions. 

We recognize that community engagement plays the central role in crafting, determining, and 
adopting measures for successful adaptation, which cannot be achieved solely through “one-size 
fits all” global or national governance.  We recommend strengthening the requirement for 
community-level participation, engagement, and informed prior consent in interventions for 
adaptation. Anthropologists along with other social scientists recommend pursuing innovative 
agreements on the sub-national or cross-national levels that might take advantage of multiple 
actions at many different levels, including regional and sub-regional, as opposed to waiting for an 
international agreement, or a set of uniform government policies.   

 
7. We call on the lessons from archaeology, historical archaeology, and the history of civilizations 

prior to ours.  We believe we must not dismiss the lessons of the last 2.5 million years of careful 
human experimentation with Earth’s environment. 

 
8. We remind ourselves that “humans are a clever species,” and we must draw on the ingenuity and 

rich empirical history of our species in what has always been a changing world.  
 
Throughout the Holocene humans have met challenges and setbacks, as political regimes fell, colonies 
became untenable, crops failed, and migrations re-populated new regions.  Yet we hominins persisted.  
Although the learning curve is steep, we only started in the last 30 years to combat this greatest of all 
challenges. Only in the last two years have enormous structural changes been made that are cause for 
standing together in support of sustainable goals. It is an honor to be working on a problem we have 
never faced head-on with such a broad consensus of agreement across the globe.  
  
Thank you. 


