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September 24, 2012 
 
 
Attention: Maria Ellis 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
Center for Clinical Standards and Quality,  
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop: South Building 3–02–01, 
Baltimore, MD 21244. 
 
RE: Nomination of Dr. Bruce Wolfe to serve on MEDCAC 
 
On behalf of the American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric 
Surgery (ASMBS), I am pleased to nominate Dr. Bruce Wolfe for 
consideration to serve as a voting member on the Medicare 
Evidence Development & Coverage Advisory Committee (MEDCAC).  
 
A recent Past-President of the ASMBS, Dr. Wolfe is uniquely 
qualified to serve on the Advisory Committee as he has spent much 
of his career as a research scientist in the fields of obesity, 
comparative effectiveness, and clinical research design 
methodology. Dr. Wolfe is the only surgeon member of the 
NHLBI/NIDDK panel to revise the guidelines for the treatment of 
obesity – targeted to be released in 2013. In addition, he is the Chair 
of the Steering Committee for the Longitudinal Assessment of 
Bariatric Surgery Consortium (LABS) – an NIH/NIDDK multicenter , 
multi-year bariatric surgery research consortium. Dr. Wolfe also 
served as an expert panel member for two RAND/Agency for 



  

Healthcare Research Quality bariatric surgery panels on quality 
indicators and metabolic conditions. 
 
His published work includes an emphasis on comparative 
effectiveness of therapeutic alternatives in surgical therapy and in 
the treatment of obesity. Dr. Wolfe has current teaching and 
research responsibility as a Professor of Surgery at the Oregon 
Health and Science University in Portland and is a Professor 
Emeritus of Surgery at the University of California, Davis, School of 
Medicine. 
 
His appointment to the NIH obesity treatment guidelines panel and 
selection as Chair of the LABS Steering Committee, coupled with his 
past election to the Presidency of ASMBS demonstrate is collegial, 
careful and articulate interaction with his peers. In my experience, 
Dr. Wolfe’s leadership brings about evidence-based and focused 
decision-making. 
 
The ASMBS believes he is an excellent candidate and we urge you to 
carefully consider Dr. Wolfe for a spot on the Medicare Evidence 
Development & Coverage Advisory Committee. A biographical 
sketch is attached. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jaime Ponce, MD 
President 
American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery 
 
 


