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used only 2s necessary fo protect against grave temorist threats or for any similarly vital
government interests (or indeed for eny legitimate govemnment interest). On the contrary, much
of the alleged abuses discussed in the reports appears to involve either the indiscriminate use of
force, see, e.g., Kenya, or the targeting of critics of the government, see, e.g., Liberia, Rwanda,
And thers is certzinly no indicetion that these countries epply carefill screening procedures,
medical monitoring. or any of the other safeguards required by the CIA interrogation program.

A United States foreign relations tradition of condemning torture, the indiscriminate use
of force, the use of force against the government's political opponents, or the use of force to
obtain confessions in ordinary crimina! eases says little about the propriety of the CIA's
interrogation prectices. The CIA's careful sereening procedures are designed to ensure that
enhanced techniques are used in the relatively few interrogations of terrorists who &re belisved to
possess vital, actionable intelligence that might avert an attack agzinst the United Statesorits
interests. The CIA uses enhanced techniques enly to the extent tezsanzbly believed necessary to

obtain the information and 1akes grezt care to avoid inflicting severe pain or suffering or any
lesting or unnecessary harm. In shon, the CLA program is designed to subject detainees (o no
more duress than is justified by the Government's interest in protecting the United States from
turther terrorist attacks. In these essential respects, it differs from the conduct condemned in the
State Department reports.

SERE Training. There is elso evidence that use of these techniques is in some
circumstances consistent with exscutive tradition and practice. Each of the CIA’s enhanced
interrogation techniques has been edapted from military SERE treinitig, where the techniques
have long been used on our own troops. See Techniques at 6; /G Report et 13-14. In some
instances, the CLA uses 2 milder form of the technique than SERE. Water dousing, 25 donein
SERE training, involves complete immersion in water that mey be below 40°F. See Technigues
at 10. Thisaspect of SERE training is done outside with ambient air temperatures s low as
10°F. See id. In the CIA technique, by contrast, the detainee is splashed with water that is never
below 41°F and is usually warmer. Seeid Further, ambient air temperatures are never below
64°F. Seeid. Other techniques, however, are undenizbly more extrems as applied in the CIA
interrogation program. Most notably, the waterboard is used quite sparingly in SERE training—
at most two times on a trainee for at-most 40 seconds each time. Sez id. at 13, 42. Although the
CLA program suthorizes waterboard use only in narrow circumstences (to date, the CIA has used
the waterboard on only three detzinees), where authorized, it may be used for two “sessions” per
day of up to two hours. During 2 session. water may be applied up to six times for ten seconds
or lenger (but never more than 40 seconds). In a 24-hour period, & detzines may be subjected to

Up to twelve minutes of water epplication. See id at 42, Additionally, the wat azy be
used on as many s five days during = 30-day spproval pericd. See August | fer at

1-2. The CIA used the waterbozrd “at least 83 times during August 2002 in the intemagstion of

Luoayezt, 70 Report @l U, and 183 times during March 2003 In the interrogation of KSM. see

id. et 91,

In addition, as we have explained before:

Individuals undergoing SERE training are abviously in 2 very different situation
from detzinees undergoing interrogation; SERE trinees know it is partaofa
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training program, not 2 real-life interrogation regime, they presumably know it
will last only a short time, and they presumably have assurances that they will not
- . be significantly harmed by the training.

Technigues at 6. On the other hand, the interrogation program we consider here furthers the
paramount interest of the United Statss in the security of the Nation more immediately and
directly than SERE training, which seeks to reduce the possibility thet United States military
personnel might reveal information that could harm the national security in the event they are
captured. Again, analysis of the due process guestion must pay carsful attention to these
differences. But we can drew et least one conclusion from the existence of SERE training. Use
of the techniques involved in the CIA's interrogation program-(ar &t least the similar technigues
from which these have been adapted) cannot be considered to bz categorically inconsistent with
“traditional executive behavior” and “contemporary practice” regardiess of context™’ It follows
that uze of thede techniques will not shock the conscience in at lezst some circumstances. We
believe that such circumstances exist here, where the techniques are used against unlawful
combatants who deliberately end secretly attack civilians in &n untraditional armed conflict in
which intelligence is difficult or impossible to collect by other means and is essential to the
protection of the United States and its interests, where the techniques are-usaed only when
necessary and only in the interrogations of key tervorist leaders reasonably thought to have
actionable intelligence, and whers every effort is made to minimize unnecessary suffering end 1o
avoud inflicting significant or lesting harm.

Accordingly, we conclude that, in light of “2n understanding of traditional executive
behavior, of contemporary practice, and of the standerds of blame generally zpplied to them,” the
use of the enhznced interrogation techniques in the CIA interrogation program as we understand
it, does not constitute government behavior that “is so egregious, so outrageous, that it may faicly
be said to shock the contemporary conscience” Lewirs, 523 U.S. 2t 847 n 8,

€.

For the reasons stated, we conclude that the CIA interrogation techniques, with their
careful screening procedures and medical monitoring, de not “shock the conscience.” Given the
rejative paucity of Supreme Court precedent applying this test at all, let slone in anything
resembling this setting, as well as the context-specific, fact-dependent, and somewhiat subjective
nzture of the inquiry, bowever, we cannot predict with confidence that 2 court would agres with
our conclusion. We believe, however, that the question whether the CIA's enhanced
interrogation techniques violate the substantive standard of United States ohbligations under
Article 16 is unlikely to be subject to judicial inquiry.

As discussed above, Article 16 imﬁés-és-ﬁﬁ'legif oll:li-i'ge._ﬂcﬁs on the United States thet

implicatethe- ClAdatemogation.pragram in view. of the languags of Adicle 16 jiself and,

_ f' In addilion, the fact that individuals voluntarily undergo the techniques iz SERE training is profative
See Breithoupt v, ,{brsm, 35210.5. 432, 4356-37 (1957} (noting that people rapulerly voluntarily allow theirblesd to
be drawn and conciuding that involuntary bloed testing does not “shack the conssisnce™).
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independently, the Senate’s reservation. But even if this were less clear (indeed, even if it were
false), Article 16 itself has no domestic legal effect because the Senate attached 2 non-self-
execution declaration to its resolution of ratification. See Cong. Rec. 36,198 (1990 (“the United
States declares that the provisions of Articles | through 16 of the Convention are not self-
executing”). It is well settied that noo-self-executing treafy provisions “can only be enforeed
pursuant to legislation to carry them into effect.” Hhimey v. Robertson, 124 U.S, 190, 194
(1888); see also Foster v. Neilson, 27 U.S. (2 Pet.) 253, 314 (1829) (“A treaty is in its nature 2
contract between two nations, not a legislative act. It does not generally effect, of itself, the
object to be accomplished, . . . but is carried into execution by the sovereign power of the
respective parties to the instrument."). One implication of the fact that Article 16 is non-self-
executing is that, with respect to Article 16, “the courts have nothing to do and can give no
redress.” Head Money Cases, 1127.5. 580, 598 (1884). As one court recently explained in the
context of the CAT itself, “Treaties that are not self-executing donet creste judiciatly-
enforceable rights uniess they are first given effect by implementing legislation.” Auguste v
Ridge, 395 F 3d 123, 132 n.7 (3d Cir. 2005) (citations omitted) Because (with perhaps one
namrow exception” ) Article 16 has not been legislatively implemented, the interpretation of its
substzntive standard is unlikely to be subject to judicial inquiry.™

Based on CIA assurances, we understand that the CIA interrogation program is not
conducted in the United States or “territory under [United States] jurisdiction,” and that it is not
authorized for use against United States persons. Accordingly, we conclude that the program
does not implicate Article 16, We also concluds that the CIA interrogation program, subject to
its carefu! screening, limits, and medical monitering, would not violate the substantive standards

* As noted sbove, Section 1031 of Public Law 109-13 provides that “[njone of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act shall be cbligaied or expended to subjoct any person inthe custody or under
the physical conirol of the United States 20 cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment that is
prehibited by the Constitetion, laws, or treaties of the Uniled States” To the extent this approprizlions rider
implemsnis Article 16, if ereates a narrow domestic law obligation not to expend funds approprizied under Public
La'rr 105-4.3 for conduct that viclates Ardels 16, This appropriations der, however, 15 unlikely to result in judicial
interpretation of Article 16°s substantive standards since it does not creats 2 private right of action. See, 2.z,
Alezanderv. Sondovel, 532 .5, 275, 286 (2001) ("Liks subsuntive federal b jrsslf, private rights of action to
eaforce federal baw must be created by Congress.”), Resident Counctl of Allen Farisecy Vill v. Dep't of Hous &
Urkam Dev., 980 F2d 1043, 1052 (501 Cir. 1953} (Moous have been retuctant 1o infer congressional imenl (o create
privale rights under appropriztions measures™) (citing Colifornia v. Sierra Club, 451 US. 287 (158 1)),

_ ll is possible that a count could address the scops of Anticle 15 if 2 prosscution were browught under the
Antideficiency Act, 31 U.S.C. § 1341 (2000), for 2 violation of ssction 1031's spending restristion. Secticn
s

L34 1(a)11(A) of title 31 provides that officers or employres o i cont “malk

‘XPEGAITE 07 Obligalion EXCEcding an amotni availabie in an appropriation or fund for the expenditurc oy
obligation ™ “[K]nowing(] and willful{] viclatifons]" of section 134 1(2) are subject to criminal penalties. 1o

Pl -5

5 Although the interpretation of Aricle 16 iz unlikely to be subject to jodicial inguiry, it is conceivable
that 3 coust might atlemyr 1o address substantive questions inder the Fifth Amendment if, for example, the United
States sought & criminal conviction of 2 high valus detsines in an Article [T court in the United States using
evidence that had besn obtained from the detaines through the use of enhanced interrogation teckniques
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applicable to the United States under Article 16 even if those standards extended to the CIA
interrogation program. Given the paucity of relevant precedent and the subjective nature of the
inquiry, however, we cannot predict with confidence whether 2 court would agree with this
conclusion, though, for the rezsons explained, the question is unlikely to be subject to judicial
inguiry,

Please let us know if we may be of further assistance

St

Steven G. Bradbury
Principal Deputy Assistant Attomey General
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