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Public Fealth Sen'ice

Agency for Toxic
SUbstar (:es

and ~ jsease Registry

Atlanta GA 3D333

Febmll'Y 1,2007

Patrick Edward Preston, Tria:I Attorney
Office ofChiefCounse1
Federal Emergency Management Agency
U.S. Department:ofHomeland Security
5(j0 C Street, SW
Washington, D.C.- 20472
(202) 646-4536

Dear Mr.- Preston:

Enclosed you will find the Health Consultation produced by the Agency for Toxil;
Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR). This document discusses the'evaluation ofthe
~~Jte:d.ltfcett"lanaly.tic:a:l~Gimwhich was generated from the sampling of the Fed(:::-.a.I
Emergency Manag~ment Ag~cy (FEMA) provided manufactured homes during.jle time
period ofSeptemoer 19 - October 7, 2006. This Health ConsU:ltatiorfwas derived. ~rtiliZing
the most valid and.:cun-entscienti·ficdata available to ATSDR. Per your request, ;lle data·
and the subsequent analysis ofthe data has D,ot been $cu:ed with anyone o.ther t4a.: Scott V.
Wright and Joseph D. ,Little. In sum.mary~ the opening ofwindows and vents was ~ffectiye'

in reducing formaldehyde concentrations below leveis ofhe.a1th .concern. Runnin~ the
heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems d,id not provide adequate air e:J!;c, Ja:J;lges to
adequately reduce the formaldehyde concentrations. A combination ofventilation :nethods
may be necessary to reduce fonnaldehyde concentrations below levels ofhe.alth ell ncem for
sensitive individuals. FBMA has not requested ATSDR to evaluate longer term
fonnaldehyde concentrations in trailerS or health concerns related to potential ex!' :sutes.
ATSPR will be availlilile to pro0de assistan.ce, ifsuch data becomes ava:i.lablein :ie
future. The consultation is not intended to establish FEMA's future policy COnC6I'lllng
temporary housing units.
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Please contact me directly with any questions or concerns at 770-488-7145.

Sincerely,

'in~IiG~fn- (l111'~~

Mark E. Keirn" MD
Acting Associate Director,
Office ofTerrorism, Preparedness l ::1d
EmergencyResponse
National Center for Environmental
Health/Agency [or Toxic Substancf nand.
Disea,se Registry

cc:

P. Michael Allred, Deputy Director, OTPER
Joseph D. Little, ERe, DTEM
Scott v; Wright, ERe, DTEM
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