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6.4 Conclusion

There is a broad range of activities during natural gas development that have the potential to
contaminate groundwater or surface water supplies, cause reliability problems from water
withdrawals, or damage critical DEP infrastructure. Effective regulation, inspection programs,
inter-agency coordination, and regional planning can minimize these potential impacts, but they
cannot be expected to eliminate risks to the water supply.

Though the majority of natural gas development activities may occur without causing such
impacts, even a small number of water contamination incidents could have a substantial negative
impact on public confidence in the NYC water supply. In addition, were natural gas development
to occur at a density and rate observed in other major shale plays, the cumulative impacts could
stress the efforts of DEP and other watershed stakeholders to protect the unfiltered water supply.

Overall, the pace of gas well development in the region and the ability of regulatory agencies to
manage the process will have a substantial influence on the resulting level of risk to the NYC
water supply system. Managed development that occurs at a pace commensurate with available
inspection and oversight resources may help reduce impacts associated with natural gas
development.




