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Senate Committee Chair Calls for Hearing to Address Lengthy Disciplinary 
Process for Misconduct Among California’s Registered Nurses. 

 
 
SACRAMENTO, CA  -- Amid allegations of the failures of the Board of Registered Nursing 
(BRN)  to timely discipline problem nurses, State Senator Gloria Negrete McLeod (D-Chino) 
will conduct an interim hearing next month to focus on the enforcement process for nurses,  
including disciplinary procedures utilized by the BRN, and the role of the Attorney General’s 
Office and the Office of Administrative Hearings in the process.  “The enforcement, 
investigative, and disciplinary proceedings for problem nurses should not take years, leaving 
patients at risk, said Senator Gloria Negrete McLeod. 
 
The purpose of the hearing will be to look into the current BRN’s enforcement process, 
focusing on the handling of consumer complaints and prioritization of cases, probation 
practices, systematic delays, and how to streamline the process in order to safeguard 
consumer protections and ways to improve timeframes for prosecuting cases.  The hearing 
will also discuss the possibility of the BRN utilizing its own investigators and prosecutors, with 
specialized experience in quality of care cases.  Additionally, the appointment of an 
enforcement monitor, similar to the one appointed for the Medical Board of California for two 
years, will also be considered.  
 
Other issues which will be examined is the reporting by hospitals to the BRN of nurses who 
are involved in incidents of patient harm or incompetency in their practice and to what extent 
this reporting occurs, and disclosure and posting of information regarding disciplined nurses.  
The Committee is currently involved in reviewing along with the Department of Consumer 
Affairs and other health related boards the monitoring of nurses and other health 
professionals who have substance abuse problems.  
 
“As the Governor has recently done, reconstitution of a board is a step that the Senate 
Business, Professions and Economic Development Committee has supported and done on 
several occasions in the past as part of its oversight authority over regulatory boards in the 
Department of Consumer Affairs.  However, such actions should be taken along with a review 
and evaluation of the board’s leadership and executive staff.” 



“Lastly, the Governor should rescind his executive order requiring employee furloughs of 
special fund boards who oversee the health and safety of the public.  The closure of these 
regulatory boards inhibits the consumer protection activities of the boards and further slows 
the enforcement process down, and is completely unnecessary to resolving any of the state’s 
budget problems.” 
 
 


