
New York Times Spokeswoman Diane McNulty’s Response to “Shady AIDS Charity with a 
Big Ad Campaign 
 
Chris,  
On our Web site, as in the newspaper, The New York Times accepts ads for advocacy and 
nonprofit groups that wish to get their messages to our readers.    
 
We review all the ads as to their legality and adherence to our acceptability guidelines.   As part 
and of those guidelines, we  require that  the name of the organization be in the advertisement. 
 We also make sure that  the ad or the  Web site  contains an address or phone number so our 
readers can contact the advertiser  to ask questions or express an opinion about the ad.   We do 
not run blind ads (without a name) or accept ads from Web sites that only have an email form for 
donations.    
 
It is important to note that  we review the ad, not the organization.  We do not read a book in 
order to accept advertising for it.  Likewise, we do not validate  statements of fact made by 
advocacy groups, or their  Web sites.  We do, of course, expect all advertisers to present 
information factually, and if there are differences of opinion, that, many times, is the underlying 
basis for the group's existence.  For example there are groups that  are promoting "clean coal" as 
a new source of "green energy."  There are other groups that will claim that there's no such thing 
as "clean coal."  
 
We usually allow advocacy advertisers to have their say, within reason.  We do not accept ads 
that would be thought of as "hate speech" or gratuitously offensive on racial, religious or ethnic 
grounds or are considered in poor taste.      
 
When we receive questions or complaints about an advertiser, or the information on their Web 
site, we ask for those questions in writing and pass them on to the advertiser to answer.    
 
Hope this helps.  
Diane  
 
 
PS  Chris,  for your earlier story, I said via email:  
"There is a non-profit rate available to all 501(c)3 organizations."  
 
Not:  
"All charitable nonprofits receive a discounted rate"  
 
which is a misquote that has been picked up now by E&P.  Could you correct?  
Thanks,  
Diane  
 


