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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

ABDUL AL HADI, 

Petitioner, 

v. 

GEORGE WALKER BUSH, 
et al., 

Respondents. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

--------------------~) ) 

Civil Action No. 
05-CV -0429 (RJL) 

DECLARATION OF REAR ADMIRAL DAVID THOMAS 
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Declaration of Rear Admiral David M. Thomas. Jr. 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.c. § 1746, L David M. Thomas. Jr., hereby declare 

under penalty.of pejury under the laws of the United States of /\.merica that 10 ,he best of 

my knovvledge, information, and belief, the following is true, accurate, and correct: 

I am a Rear Admiral in theUnited States Navy, with 31 years of active duty 

service. I currently serve as Commander, Joint Task Force-Guant,mamo (JTF-GTMO), at 

Gua.ntE}l1amo Bay, Cuba. 1 have held this position since 27 May 2008. As such, I am 

directly responsible for the successful execution of the JTF-GTMO mission to conduct 

detention and interrogatiOJl operations in support of the Global War on Terrorism, 

coordinate and implement detainee screening operations. and support law enforcement 

and war crimes investigations. 

The attached narrative and supporting materials from files ofth0 Department of 

Defense or other government agencies contain information Llsed by the Department of . 

Defense to establish the status of the individual who is the subject ofihe narrative as an 

enemy combatant and to substantiate their detention as an enemy combatant at 

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Dated: 

aJ~~ 
DAVTDM. THOMAS, JR. 
Rear Admiral, U.S. )Z:avy 
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ABDUL AL HADI, 

. Petitioner, 

v. 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Civil Action No. 05-CV-0429 (RJL) 

GEORGE WALKER BUSH, et al., 

Respondents. 

NARRATIVE REGARDING PETITIONER, ISN 717 

Introduction 

1. Abdul al Hadi (lithe petitioner"), is a Tunisian national, and a terrorist _ 

Consequently, and for reasons including those described further below, the petitioner is lawfully 

subject to detention pursuant to, among other things, the President's power as Commander in 
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SECRETfNOFORN 

Chief and the Authorization for the Use of Military Force. 

2. Through the Department of Defense's administrative process; the petitioner has 

been approved for transfer to the custody of another sovereign, assuming an acceptable transfer 

agreement can be reached. This fact, however, has no bearing on the issue of whether the 

petitioner is lawfully detained in the United States. 

3. In the attached documents related to the factual bases for the petitioner's detention 

and his assessment as a legally detainable enemy combatant, there are documents reflecting 

interviews with him and others conducted by law enforcement and intelligence personnel, as well 

as information derived from other sources and methods. Information received from these sources 

is typically reproduced in reports created by the collecting officer. Such information is also 

commonly analyzed by intelligence or law enforcement personnel and used to produce other 

intelligence products. See Declaration of 
--~ - -- --- --- ----- -~--- - - -, ---- - - -- - ----------~- -

4. As with all detained enemy combatants at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, the petitioner 

has been assigned an Internment Serial Number or ISN. The ISN is an administrative code 

. assigned to military detainees. The petitioner's full ISN is in which the 

number "717" is the petitioner's unique identifier and the _esignation indicates that he is a 

national of Tunisia. Source documents attached as Exhibits to this narrative may refer to the 

petitioner by name, alias, full ISN, or various short forms, such as .000717" or "ISN 717." 

Likewise, other military detainees may be referred to in source documents and this summary by 

name or various forms ofISN. 

SECRET,NOFORN 
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SECRET/NOFORN 

5. It is common for those engaged in terrorist activities to use an alias, commonly 

known in Arabic as a kunya. 

6. The following narrative and attached materials set forth the factual bases 

supporting the petitioner's lawful detention. This narrative is not intended to be a complete 

explication of the information in support of the petitioner's detention in those documents. 

General Background 

7. AI-Qaida ("the Base") was founded by Usama bin Laden and others in or about 

1989 for the purpose of opposing certain governments and officials with force and violence. See 

The 9/11 Commission Report 56 (2004). 

8. Usama bin Laden is recognized as the emir (prince or leader) of al-Qaida. Id. 

9. A purpose or goal of al-Qaida, as stated by Usama bin Laden and other al-Qaida 

leaders, is to support violent attacks against property and nationals (both military and civilian) of 

the United States and other countries. Id. at 59-61. 

10. Between 1989 and 2001, al-Qaida established training camps, guest houses, and 

business operations in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and other countries for the purpose of training and 

supporting violent attacks against property and nationals (both military and civilian) of the 

United States and other countries. Id. at 64-67. 

11. In 1996, Usama bin Laden issued a public "Declaration of Jihad Against the 

SECRET/NOFORN 
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Americans." This declaration called for the murder of U.S. military personnel serving on the 

Arabian peninsula. Id. at 48. 

12. In February 1998, Usama bin Laden and Ayman al Zawahiri (bin Laden's deputy) 

issued a fatwa (purported religious ruling) requiring all Muslims able to do so to kill Americans -

whether civilian or military - anywhere in the world. Id. at 47. 

13. Since 1989, members and associates of al-Qaida, known and unknown, have 

carried out numerous terrorist attacks, including, but not limited to: the attacks against the 

American Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in August 1998, which killed approximately 250 

people, see id. at 68-70; the attack against the USS COLE in October 2000, which killed 17 

United States Navy sailors, see id. at 190-93; and the attacks on the United States on September 

11,2001, which killed approximately 3,000 people. See id. passim. 

14.. The Taliban (students of Islamic knowledge) is an Islamic fundamentalist group 

that was formed in Afghanistan in 1994. See The Taliban in Afghanistan, available at 

www.cfr.org/publicationl10551. After two years of violent conflict that included the capture of 

Kabul, Afghanistarl's capital, the Taliban took control of Afghanistan's national government in 

1996. See The 9111 Commission Report 65 (2004). Although it was never formally recognized 

by the Upited States, id. at 124, the Taliban controlled Afghanistan'S national government from 

1996 until the United States-led military campaign ousted the Taliban from power in 2001. Id. at 

337 .. 38. During the perigd in which the Taliban controlled Afghanistan's national government, it 

provided safe harbor and support to al-Qaida and Usama bin Laden. Id. at 64-67. 

15. On September 18, 2001, following the attacks on the United States on September 

SECRETfNOFORN 
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11, 2001, Congress adopted the Authorization for the Use of Military Force. See 115 Stat. 224 

(2001). Recognizing that the attacks of September 11,2001 "render it both necessary and 

appropriate that the United States exercise its rights to self-defense and to protect United States 

citizens at home and abroad," Congress authorized the President "to use all necessary and 

appropriate force against those nations, organizations, or persons he determines planned, 

authorized, committed, or aided the terrorist attacks that occurred on September 11,2001, or 

harbored such organizations or persons, in order to prevent any future acts of international 

terrorism against the United States by such nations, organizations or persons." Within weeks, 

United States military forces were deployed in Afghanistan. See The 9111 Commission Report 

337 (2004). 

16. The United States led the initial aerial bombing campaign of Afghanistan, with 

ground forces composed of United States forces and Afghanistan militia opposed to the Taliban, 

including the Northern Alliance. The Northern Alliance is an association of Afghan groups 

opposed to the Taliban. The Northern Alliance has assisted the United States in its military 

campaign in Afghanistan to defeat al-Qaida and the Taliban. Id. at 330-34; 336-38. 

17. In December 2001, the United States-led military campaign removed the Taliban 

from control of Afghanistan's national government. Id. at 337-38. Taliban and al-Qaida forces, 

however, have continued to operate in Afghanistan and attack coalition forces. Currently, two 

major military operations are underway in Afghanistan. First, Operation Enduring Freedom 

(OEF) is a multinational coalition military operation, led by the United States, initiated in 

October 2001 to counter terrorism and bring security to Afghanistan in collaboration with 

SECRETIN,OFORoN 
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Afghan forces. See www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2006/60083.htm. OEF operations led to the 

collapse of the Taliban govenunent and helped bring security and stability to Afghanistan. ld. 

OEFinvolves troops from over 20 nations, including about 19,000 United States forces and 

about 3,000 non-United States troops. Id. Second, the International Security Assistance Force 

(ISAF) is a United Nations-mandated international coalition operating under the command of the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). See www.nato.int/isaf/index.html. ISAF was 

established in 2002 with the goal of creating conditions for stabilization and reconstruction in 

Afghanistan. ISAF is comprised of approximately 50,000 troops from 40 countries. Id. 

19. 

6 
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25. 
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29. 

Conclusion 

ieve the petitioner was involved in 
terrorism. However, his opinion appears to have changed when he was informed of the petitioner's activities in Italy. 
ISN. FM40 (January 10,2006) .. 

SECRET/HOFORN 
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For reasons described above and in the attached exhibits, the petitioner is properly 

detained by the United States. 

SECRETlNOFORN 
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