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1. SUMMARY: TWO COLUMNISTS CRITICIZE RADIO SAWA. GHADA SLEEM
IN "AL-ITTIHAD" OPINES THAT AMERICA EAS INVESTED IN RADIO SAWA
LARGRLY TO NEUTRALIZE ARAB YOUTH AND LEAD TREM IO DENY THEIR
XDENTITY, LANGUAGE, TRADITIONS, AND CULTURAL AND RELIGYOUS
HERITAGE. SHE CITES A SENIOR ARAB OPFICIAL A5 SAYING THAT ARABS
ARE NOT ALLOWED TO BROADCAST TO AMERICA AND THE WEST, CONCLUDING
THAT AMERICA'S INTERESTS AND OUR HAVE NEVER BREN COMPATIPLE.
OTHMAN MIRGHANT IN "AKHBAR AL-ARAB” PREDICTS THAT AMERICA WILL
FAIL TO ACHIEVE 1ITS OBJECTIVE WITH THE NEW SERVICE. END SUMMARY.

2. GHADA SLEEM WROTE IN SEMI-OFFPICIAL ABU DHABI-BASED ARARIC
DAILY “AL-ITTIHAD":
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*I HAVE AEEN LISTENING CAREFULLY TO THR MUSIC SAWA RADIO EAS BEEN
BROADCASTING, AND MY MIND IS5 MONITORING WHAT ITS NEWS RAS REEN
CARRYING. MANY YOUNG MEN HAVE ALREADY SWALLOWED THE BAIT BY
PIXING THEIR RADIOS ON SAWA'S FREQUENCY IN SEANCH OF ITS ARAB AND
WESTERN SQNGS, BUT WITHOUT ASKING: 'LET'S GO TOGETRAER - BUT WHERE
TO2' RAGTO SAWA IS THE NEWBORN BABY OF THE INTERNATIONAL
SROADCASTING RURBAU, WHICH IS FINANCRD Y TME BROADCASTING BOARD
OF GOVERNORS IN WASHINGTON, A U.S$. GOVERNMENT AGENCY THAT
BROADCASTS ON SHORT AND MEDIUM WAVE TO THE MIDDLE EAST, INCLUDING
AMMAN, THE WEST BANK, KUWAIT, DUBAI, ABU DEARI AND TES RASTERN
MEDITBRRANSAN. IT IS ONRE OF THE ARMS Or U.3. POLICY IN THE
REGION WHICH SRERKS TO PENETRATE AS FAR AS POSSIBLE ANONG THE
YOUTH, WHOM AMERICA CONSIDERS THE SEEDS OF TERRORISM AND FUTURE

EXTREMISM IN THE WORLD."

3. “IN ITS PLAN 70 ATTRACT YOUTH. RADIO SAWA USES REPETITIVE
IDICMS SUCH Af 'TELL YOUR FRIXWDS, " ‘YOUR WINDOW ON THE WORLD OF
MUSIC,* 'THE STARS OF THE ARAR AND WESTERN NUSIC ARE TOGETHER ON
SAWA ('TOGETHER') RADIO'. HOWEVER, WHAT IT USES TO AMTRAACT THR
HORE MATURE YOUNG MEN ARE PHRASES SUCH AS 'WE PRESENT TO YOU
EVENTS IN SOUND TO CONPLETE THE PICTURE FOR YOU,' ‘'KEEP IW
CONTACT WITH THB WORLD,' AND 'A DISTINCTION BETWEEN NEWS AND SEMI~
NEWS'. THERZ IS KO PROBLEN WITH COSMETIC PACKAGING OF PROGRAMS
USING NOBLE GOALS SUCH AS WARNING YOUTH ABOUT THE DANGERS OF
BRUGS AND ALCOHOL. HOWSVER, TER DANGERS NATURALLY DO NOT EXYST
TN THE SONGS THE RADIO PRESENTS BUT IN THE NEWS IT INJscCrs (LIKR
POTSON), RECAUSE NEWS USUALLY BEGINS AS UNBIASED AMD NEUTRAL, BUT
GRADUALLY MOVES TOWARDS WORDS, IDIOMS AND PHRASES THAT SERVE
AMERICA'S POLICIES IN THE RRGION.*

4. 'ON THE ¥X8SITL OF RADIO SAWA THERE IS THIS SENTENCE: 'RADIOQ
SAWA SERVES U.S. LONG-TERX INTERESTS THROUGH PUBLIC

COMMUNICATION IN ARRRYC WITK THE PEOPLE CF THE MIDDLE BAST VIA
RADIO.' ‘'LONG~TERK' MEANS A SLOW PENETRATION OF IDEAS AND IDIONS
THAT WILL 8% TRANSMITTED FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER THROUGH
THR LANGUAGE OF THE MEDIA. SUCH LANGUAGE DOES NOT NECESSARILY
MERT WITH OUR NATIONAL INTERESPTS AND OUR VISION OF EVENTS. AT
TRE HEIGHT OF TRE CRISIS IN THE CHURCH OF TEE NATIVITY, I WAS
LISTEXING TO RADIO SAWA AND WAS ALERTED TO THE PHRASE "ARMORED
PALESTINIANS BESIEGED AT THE CEURCHN.* THIS DORS NOT REFLECT
REALITY: THS ISRAELIS OUTSIDE THE CHURCHE WERE ARMRED, WHILE THOSE
INSIDE WERE INKOCENT AND UNARMED: THE PROOF 1S THAT NO EXCHANGE
OF FIRE TOOK PLACE; RATHER, THE ISRAKLI SNIFERS WERE HUNTING DOWN
ANYONE WHO LEFT THE CRURCH IN SEARCK OF FOOD.*

5."RADTO SANA ALSO USES IDIOMS SUCH AS 'PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT
IN THX MIDDLE BAST.* THIS I§ VERY DANGEROUS; IT SHOWS THE ARAS-—
ISRAFLY DISPUTE AS A CONFLICT EBETWEEN TWHO NEIGEBORING PARTIES,
DENYING IT THE STATUS OF A CAUSE OR WAY OF REGAINING THE HOLY
SITES IN PALESTINE.,.WORSE, IT SHOWS THE PALESTINIANS AS SEPARATE
FROM THE REST OF THEIR ARAB BROTHERS, AS IF TO0 TELL THER YOUTH
THAT WHAT IS BAPPENING THERE IS MERRLY A SMALL PROBLEM TQ BE
SOLVED BY THE PARTIES INVOLVED; (IT'S TELLINC PHEM) DON'T BOTHER
YOURSELF, LEYT'S STAY TOGETHER, STAY WITH Us.*
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6. "...AMRRICA I8 INVESTING HUGE AMOUNTS IN NEUTRALIZING ARRR
YOUTH AND DEPRIVING THEM OF THEIR IDENTITY, THEIR NORMS,
TAAUITIONS, COLTURAL AND RELIGIOUS HERIYAGE, AND SEPARATING THEM
FROM THEIR HISTORIC CAUSES., THIS STARTED WITH IHE ARABIZATION OF
HAGAZINES SUCH AS NRWSWEEK, CNN'S WEBSITE, AND RALYO SAWA, AND
VERY 200N AN AMERICAN NEWS CHANNZL THAT WILL BROADCAST IN ARABIC.
I RECENTLY MET AN ARAR OPFICIAL WHO HEADS A LARGE MEDIA OPERATION
IN A BRCTHER ARAN COUNTRY. MY ENYAUSIASH IMPELIED MX TO ASK HIM
ABOUT THE IMABILITY OF THE RRAB NATIONS TO DIARCT A RADIO FEED IN
PORETGN LANGUAGES 70 BURCPE AND AMERIGA. TO HY SURPRISE, THB MAN
LAUGHED AS IF HY HAD HEARD SOMETHING MAIVE, AND TOLD ME THAT THIS
15 NOT POASIELE BECAUSE AMERICA PREVENTS U3 FROM TEAT. IT FORCES
US TO RECRIVE ITS OWN FEED AND PRXVENTS US FROM BROADCASTING
OQURS., WPE SEOULD NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE AMERICAN MEDIA'S ROLE IN

TME ARAS REGIOM, AND WE MOUST REMEMBER THRAT OUR INTERESTS AND
AMPRICA'S HAVE NEVER BEEN 'TOGETHER,' TO ALL THOSE LISTRMING TO
RADIO SAWA, STCP AND ASK YOURSELF: * (TOCETHER) ~ BUT WHERE TO?'™

7. VUNDER THE EPADLINE "AMERICA'S NEW RADIO STATION,* OTHMAN AL~
NIRGHANI WROTE IN ABU OHARI-BASED PAN-ARAB NEWSPAPER "AKHBAR AL-
ARAB” $/19:

"THE U.S. IS ABOUT TO START TRANSKISSION OF ITS NEW RADIC STATION
DIRRCTED AT THE ARARS IN AN ATTENP? TO EXTEND ITS CULTURAL
COMMURICATION WITH THEM AND TO ELIMINATE THEIX EISTORICAL
SUFFERINC AT THE HANDS OF AMERICA AND THE AMERICAN PROFPLE...IT
SEEMS THAT THE U.S. HOPES TO INFLURNCE ARABR PUBLIC QFINTON 3O AS
TO ALLEVIATE PSYCEOLOGICAL ACCUNULATIONS TOWARDS AMERICA AND THE
WEST IN GENERAL. IT RAS ALSO BSEW REPORTED THAT AMERICA HAS
REQUESTED CHANGES IN THX CURRICULA OF THE RELIGIOUS SCEBOOLS IN
PAKISTAN SO THEY .WILL STOP PRODUCING YOUNG MEW SSARCRING FOR
DEATH IN THE CONFRONTATION WITH THE WEST. ALTHOUGK THE MEDIA
REFRESENT A STRORG TOOL FOR SHAPING WATIGNAL
SENTIMENT. . .AMERICA'S ASSUMPTION THAT IT CAX RPSHAPE ARAB
SENTIMENTS TERQUGR THYS NEW SERVICE IS DOUSTFOL, FOR MANY
REASONS. . .EXPERIENCE HAS PROVEN TRAT ATTEMPTS TO DECREASE
EXTREMISM AMONG YOUTH BY BROADCASTING LIGHT MATERIAL WHICH
APPEALS TO THE EMOTIONS AND AROUSES DESIRES IS USUALLY
COUNTERPRODUCTIVE, RESULTING INSTEAD IN RBBELLIOK... IT IS
NOTICEASBLE THAT YOUNG MALX GRADUATES IN PIELDS SUCK AS
ENGINEERING AND MEDXCINE ARE USUALLY MORKE EXTRIME IN THEIR
RELIGION THAN THEIR COLLEAGUES WHO MAJOR IN ISLAMIC STUDIES.*
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