
“Zealous for Good Deeds” 

(Titus 2:14) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Seen what true of us if trusted Jesus:   

a.  Died with Him to sin:  freed from its power.   

b.  Raised with Him:  have life, power to obey.   

c.  Raised up and seated in heavenly places:   

d.  If trusted, certain to be there.   

 

2.  Seen motives/why should die sin, put on righteousness.   

a.  Lord’s infinite love –  

(i)  You were undeserving of life,  

(ii)  Deserved hell.   

(iii)  But sent Son,  

(iv)  Paid infinite price.   

(v)  Why?   

(vi)  Because of His infinite love.   

 

b.  Such love commands love in return:   

(i)  If love Him, want to please –  

(ii)  Can’t make God happier,  

(iii)  But can Jesus – God and man.   

(iv)  What do affects His happiness.   

(v)  If love Him, will try to make happy through obedience.   

 

c.  Bible is true:   

(i)  What says real:  heaven real, hell also.   

(ii)  If put sins death, put on Christ, live obediently,  

(iii)  Shows alive – will go to heaven.   

(iv)  If don’t, show dead and will die – end up in hell.   

(v)  If believe, will die to sin, live obediently.   

 

3.  Seen several commands:   

a.  To love Lord with all heart, mind, soul, strength.   

b.  To set mind on heaven, not world.   

(i)  To degree love world,  

(ii)  To that degree weaken love for God.   

(iii)  Also seen sad reality  

(a)  Lack of obedience comes from lack of love – 

(b)  Obey only as far as love.   

 

c.  To put on Christ, make no provision for flesh –  
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(i)  Leave no room for it.   

(ii)  Put off every sin   

(iii)  And submit to every commandment.   

 

4.  And seen many things Lord gives to strengthen love/grace:   

a.  Prayer:  constantly, according to Word, in faith.   

b.  Word:  read and apply in faith.   

c.  Worship:  loving submission, all of life.   

d.  Fellowship:  love, faith and gifts to build body.   

e.  Lord’s Supper:   

(i)  Reminder of love,  

(ii)  Of death with Him to sin,  

(iii)  Of need to look to Him for spiritual nourishment.   

 

f.  Baptism:   

(i)  As picture:   

(a)  Of reality of baptism of Spirit,  

(b)  Places in Christ,  

(c)  Cleanses of sin.   

 

(ii)  As seal:  if believed, are in Christ, are cleansed.   

(iii)  As mark:  that belong to Him, and so should give ourselves to Him.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Tonight, let’s conclude subject with exhortation to press forward.   

a.  Paul again gets  

b.  To why Jesus came into world,  

c.  Why lived life of obedience.   

d.  Why died on cross:   

 

2.  Three things:   

a.  To redeem/free us from every lawless deed.   

b.  To purify us for His possession.   

c.  To make us zealous for good deeds.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Came first to redeem from every lawless deed –  

 To set us free from guilt.   

1.  In God’s eyes,  

a.  Had long rap sheet –  

(i)  Every sin ever committed,  

(ii)  Beginning with Adam’s  

(iii)  Then disposition of heart in womb and through infancy,  

(iv)  That, plus every rebellious thought,  

(v)  Word and act during childhood and adulthood.   
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b.  Every sin infinitely offensive  

(i)  In God’s holy eyes,  

(ii)  Any one enough to condemn to hell forever.   

 

2.  Jesus, through sacrifice of self,  

a.  Washed every stain away.   

(i)  Not one spot or blemish remains.   

(ii)  Taken your filthy rags,  

(iii)  Given robe of clean white linen.   

 

b.  Now have holiness,  

(i)  Spotless righteousness necessary  

(ii)  To dwell with Him in heaven.   

(iii)  Has given you clean heart and clean record.   

 

B.  Came also to purify you for Himself.   

1.  Your condition originally was sinful.   

a.  Had corrupt heart,  

(i)  All wanted evil,  

(ii)  All did was evil.   

(iii)  “There is none who does good, there is not even one” (Rom. 3:12).   

 

b.  Even good things did,  

(i)  Were good only in form,  

(ii)  Not intent.   

(iii)  Had veneer of good,  

(iv)  But heart of evil.  

 

2.  Jesus came to cleanse your heart.   

a.  Make inside clean, so outside become clean also.   

b.  That’s what baptism pictures and seals.   

(i)  Washing of regeneration.   

(ii)  Not only cleanses of guilt,  

(iii)  But renews soul.   

(iv)  Makes you want to do right.   

 

c.  Jesus came to change your heart.   

To set free from lawless deeds.   

 

3.  Many “Christians” think redemption has to do  

a.  With paying price to justice only.   

b.  That He redeemed from hell.   

c.  He did!  But He did more:   

(i)  Also broke power of sin.   

(ii)  Came that might not continue to sin.   

(a)  Sin is rebellion.   
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(b)  Hatred of what’s right,  

(c)  Hatred of God.   

(d)  It’s offensive to Him,  

(e)  Infinitely so.   

(f)  Can’t dwell with one with impure heart.   

 

d.  If we’re to live with Him,  

(i)  Must be like Him.   

(ii)  Among other things,  

(iii)  Must not be lawless.   

(iv)  Jesus came to break hold sin had on heart.   

 

C.  But the end result was this:   

1.  That we would be zealous for good deeds.   

a.  He came into world  

(i)  To obey and die,  

(ii)  To remove your guilt,  

(iii)  To purify you,  

(iv)  To break the power of sin,  

(v)  To give you gracious heart  

(vi)  That might do good works,  

 

b.  More, He came  

(i)  That might be zealous for good works.   

(ii)  That this would be goal in life,  

(a)  Your aim, focus,  

(b)  That you live for:   

(c)  To be useful to Him.   

 

c.  Again, says great deal regarding idea  

(i)  That one can be Christian  

(ii)  And not change,  

(a)  Not obey,  

(b)  Remain the same,  

(c)  Rebellious,  

(d)  And still go heaven  

(e)  Because prayed prayer.   

(1)  If prayed prayer  

(2)  And life didn’t change,  

(3)  May have prayed,  

(4)  But didn’t trust,  

(5)  Still guilty, still in sins,  

(6)  And will still go hell,  

(7)  Unless repent and trust.   

(8)  John says, “No one who is born of God practices sin, because His 

seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  
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By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: 

anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the 

one who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:9-10).    

 

(iii)  Jesus came to set free from guilt,  

(a)  To purify heart,  

(b)  To make you zealous for good deeds.   

 

2.  With regard to good deeds  

a.  Those things God commands.   

(i)  What lays out in Word.   

(ii)  His will for your life.   

(iii)  Bible has everything having do with life and godliness.   

 

b.  If we just focused on doing what commands,  

(i)  Never have to worry about things doesn’t.   

(ii)  Many Churches focus on things not commanded –  

(a)  Because think these good things –  

(b)  But leave things commanded undone.   

(c)  Since don’t want witness,  

(1)  To neighbors and friends,  

(2)  Tell them of sin and danger,  

 

(d)  Do other things:   

(1)  Clean up city instead.   

(2)  Build community among saints  

(3)  So encompassing,  

(4)  Don’t have time for anything else.   

 

(e)  Went to one church that raised money  

(1)  To buy uniforms for high school football team  

(2)  As outreach to community.   

(3)  Maybe people like what did  

(4)  And go to their church.   

(5)  Where does Lord say  

(6)  That’s what wants His church to do?   

 

(iii)  Lord has told us what to do,  

(a)  How to do all we do to His glory.   

(b)  His will isn’t secret.   

(c)  Just need to pick up Word and read.   

(d)  That’s what wants you to do:   

(1)  Read what says,  

(2)  Do what says,  

(3)  Practice righteousness.   

(4)  That’s why redeemed you.   
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c.  God not only wants you do good works,  

(i)  He wants you be zealous in doing them.   

(ii)  Just doing good isn’t good enough.   

(a)  There are degrees of effort.   

(1)  One might be hot and driving forward  

(2)  With all have to give.   

(3)  Or, might be dragging feet  

(4)  Heart slightly above indifferent.   

 

(b)  There’s great deal of difference between two,  

(1)  Certainly in God’s eyes.   

(2)  Remember, wants you be hot –  

(3)  Would rather you be cold  

(4)  Than lukewarm –  

(5)  Rather dead to things of God,  

(6)  Than half-hearted in things  

(7)  Infinitely important –  

(8)  If lukewarm,  

(9)  Will vomit out of mouth (Rev. 3:15-16).   

(A)  That can’t happen to true believer,  

(B)  Which means true believer can’t be lukewarm.   

(C)  Will be hot.   

 

(iii)  No one perfect.   

(a)  Still face cooling effects of sin.   

(b)  But hot most of the time,  

(c)  As practice of life.   

 

(iv)  Remember hot also looks different  

(a)  On different people.  

(b)  If low energy kind of person,  

(1)  Will look different  

(2)  Than on high energy.   

 

(c)  High energy person will always make low energy  

(1)  Look lukewarm.   

(2)  It’s matter of heart, not amount activity.   

 

(v)  Need to judge self.   

(a)  Ask self what excites you.   

(1)  Sadly, many professing Christians  

(2)  Get excited about the world and worldly things,  

(3)  But can hardly work selves up to do spiritual things.   

(4)  Can’t get self to read Bible, to pray, to come to public worship.  

(5)  But love watching TV, going to movies,  
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(6)  Sporting events, amusement parks, concerts, etc.   

 

(b)  What does say about heart?   

(1)  How does God look at this?   

(2)  Struggle to spend time with Him,  

(3)  But run into pleasures of world and flesh?   

(4)  How look at someone says love you,  

(5)  But keep going after others?   

 

(c)  Ask self:  Do good works?   

(1)  Are you zealous for them?   

(2)  Jesus came to redeem people zealous for good works,  

(3)  Not barely able to get selves to do good  

(4)  For selves or others.   

(5)  Consider what you’re like,  

(6)  And what should be like,  

 

(d)  Then consider shortness of time  

(1)  In which have to do them.   

(2)  Today is day of opportunity,  

(3)  Night coming when no longer work.   

(4)  Just have very brief window  

(5)  To show Lord love for Him  

(6)  And world that you love Him,  

(7)  That they might be saved.   

 

(e)  What should you do?   

(1)  Remember what calls you to be,  

(2)  Why redeemed you:  zealous for good works.   

(3)  Repent of indifference,  

(4)  Renew view of God’s love,  

(5)  Stoke the love in your heart  

(6)  Using means of grace,  

(7)  And press forward.   

 

(f)  Old habits are hard to break,  

(1)  But need to break this one.   

(2)  Edwards once wrote, “Resolved to live with all might while live.”   

(3)  How much good in one day?   

(4)  Those wise words,  

(5)  Based on Biblical principles.   

 

(g)  Lord wants you hot.   

(1)  Wants zealous for good deeds.   

(2)  And so repent,  

(3)  Trust the Lord for strength  
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(4)  Use the means.   

 

(h)  If haven’t trusted before,  

(1)  Do so now,  

(2)  And set heart to do  

(3)  What He calls to do  

(4)  With all your heart.   

(5)  To fulfill reason He redeemed you.   

(6)  May He grant each of us grace.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


