
“Your Will Be Done” 
(Matthew 6:10) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Before we move on this evening, let’s briefly review what we’ve seen so far regarding 
the Lord’s Prayer:    
a.  Obviously, there is a right way to pray and a wrong way.   

(i)  Jesus tells us not to pray to impress others, but God alone (Matt 6:5-6).   
(ii)  He tells us not to use words we don’t mean or to use too many words (v. 7).   
(iii)  This He tells us just before He tells us what He does want.   
(iv)  Prayer, like any other duty in God’s Word, is to be regulated by the Word.   
 

b.  We just can’t pray anyway we want to:   
(i)  We must let God’s Word guide us, not our own desires.   

(a)  Just as in the rest of worship.   
(b)  Just as in the rest of life.   
 

(ii)  Hopefully, by God’s Spirit, our desires are becoming more and more in line with 
His Word.   
 

2.  What is the right way to pray?   
a.  Jesus gives us an example – we can pray this, but it is a pattern.   
b.  He tells us to pray through the Spirit of adoption:  “Our Father.”   
c.  He tells us to pray corporately:  “Our Father.”   
d.  He tells us to pray humbly:  this Father is in heaven.   
e.  He tells us first to pray for God’s glory – this is what love/desire for God’s glory 

dictates:  “Hallowed be Your name.”   
(i)  The idea is that He is to be reverenced/feared/honored.   
(ii)  As He reveals Himself in Creation, in Providence, and in the Word.   
 

f.  As we saw over the last few weeks, we are to pray that His kingdom would come.   
(i)  That it would grow.   
(ii)  That it would supplant and overthrow Satan’s kingdom.   
(iii)  That He would gather in His sheep and keep them.   
(iv)  And that Jesus would come and bring in His eternal kingdom.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we move to the next petition, “Your will be done,” or more accurately, 
“Your will must be done.”   
a.  Already there is some ambiguity:  the word “will.”   
b.  It has two meanings:   

(i)  His command:  what He requires.   
(ii)  His plan:  what He does, what He wills will take place.   
 

c.  Why can’t it be both?   
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(i)  Christ doesn’t distinguish it.  Why should we?   
(ii)  God wills that His commands be kept.   
(iii)  He wills that His plan move forward.   
(iii)  We should pray that both would be done.   

(a)  It’s true that He will do all His holy will.   
(b)  But we are still called to pray that it will be done:  He ordains the means as 

well as the end.     
(c)  Just as we must still evangelize if the elect are to be saved.   
(d)  Prayer is one of the means to His ends.   

 
2.  Tonight, I want us to see that in this petition, Jesus is teaching us to pray for two things:   

a.  We are to pray that everyone would obey the Lord as the angels do in heaven.   
b.  We are to pray that God’s decretive will would also be done and that we would 

willingly submit to it, again, as the angels do.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  In this petition, we pray that everyone would obey the Lord as the angels do in heaven.   
1.  We must pray that we would know His will and do it.   

a.  How we learn is fairly easy.   
(i)  Read the Word.   
(ii)  Listen to it read.   
(iii)  Study it.   
(iv)  Listen to it taught and preached.   
 

b.  But we must do so prayerfully, asking for the Spirit’s help.   
(i)  To understand it.   
(ii)  To want/earnestly desire to do it.   
(iii)  To sanctify us.   
 

c.  But knowing, understanding and desiring are only the prerequisites:  We need to 
pray that we would do it.   
(i)  We can talk about it and pray for desire from now until the day we die.   
(ii)  But this petition is not answered until we put our hands to the work.   
(iii)  We need to pray for ourselves, for our families, for the body of Christ.   
(iv)  And avoid Satan’s snare of waiting for someone else to start before we do, or 

condemning others for not doing it, while we aren’t doing, or even if we are.   
(v)  Let’s set our hearts to follow the Lord, even if we’re the only person in the world 

who does.   
(vi)  It was written on Athanasius’ tombstone:  “Athanasius against the world.”   
(vii)  Even if it appears as though you are the only Christian in the world taking 

Christ seriously, do it without condemning, or belittling, but while encouraging 
others to do so.   

(viii)  We need to pray that we would take our talents and use them to profit the 
Lord.   
(a)  When we stand before the Lord on that day, we will need to account for our 

own lives – what we did with our gifts, resources, time, opportunities, 
responsibilities – not for our neighbors.   

(b)  Let’s make sure we take this seriously.   
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(c)  The Lord will forgive all our sins, our imperfections, our failures.   
(d)  Let’s not lose any more time over them:  Put them away and move forward.   

 
2.  But we also pray that others would know the Lord’s will and obey it.   

a.  We need to pray for believers in other churches, around the world.   
b.  We need to pray for those who merely profess and other unbelievers.   

(i)  This is harder:  They need to hear, but don’t want to listen.   
(ii)  They are in darkness; they need light.   
(iii)  They need to hear the Law for conviction.   
(iv)  They need to hear the Gospel through which alone they may receive the power 

to do it.   
(v)  Someone needs to bring it:  missionaries, evangelists, ministers, God’s people.   
 

c.  But along with this, we need to pray for the Spirit to be poured out.   
(i)  The Spirit must raise up and empower workers.   
(ii)  He must awaken, convince the mind, change the heart.   
(iii)  He must open eyes and ears.   
(iv)  The Spirit must give the desire to obey and bring that obedience.   

(a)  He must restrain.   
(b)  He must awaken.   
(c)  He must convert.   
(d)  He must convict.   
(e)  He must sanctify and strengthen.   
 

(v)  We need to pray that all men everywhere would do God’s will.   
  

3.  We must pray that we would all obey as the angels do in heaven.   
a.  How do they obey?  Perfectly.   

(i)  They submit to God’s commands immediately, perfectly (in a creaturely sense).   
(ii)  They do so no matter what God requires – even things that might be considered 

beneath their dignity:   
(a)  They serve creatures lower in intelligence and strength.   
(b)  “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of 

those who will inherit salvation” (Hebrews 1:14)?   
 

(iii)  They do it willingly and cheerfully.  “Bless the Lord, you His angels, mighty in 
strength, who perform His word, obeying the voice of His word!   Bless the Lord, 
all you His hosts, you who serve Him, doing His will” (Psalm 103:20-21).   

 
b.  This is what we are to strive after.   

(i)  Not grudging obedience, but willing.  
(ii)  Not imperfect obedience, but perfect.   
(iii)  Not a proud/distinguishing obedience, but one that is willing to submit to 

whatever work the Lord has for us.   
(iv)  We must pray that all men everywhere would yield to the Lord’s perfect will 

and do it from the heart, even as the angels do in heaven.   
(v)  The standard – what we aim at – is always perfection.   
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(vi)  We need to realize we won’t reach perfection, but we need to strive after it 
anyway.   

(vii)  Anything less would be to strive after the wrong standard.   
(viii)  And we must leave it in God’s hands as to how well we’ll obtain that standard.   

 
B.  And this brings us to the second part of this petition:  we also pray that God’s decretive 

will would also be done and that we would submit to it.   
1.  We are pray that God’s plan would go forward.   

a.  “Your will must be done.”   
b.  It will be done, but we need to pray that it would be, and that God would be glorified 

by it, no matter what He wills.   
(i)  Remember, God’s plan is for His glory, not ours.   
(ii)  Sometimes things happen that we might not like.   
(iii)  But whatever happens, in this we should rejoice.   

 
2.  We are also to pray that we would humbly submit to it.   

a.  That we would submit to it as the angels do.   
(i)  The angels had to watch some of their number fall to Satan’s deception and away 

from God.   
(ii)  It has been suggested that it had to do with God’s plan to use them to serve man.   
(iii)  The elect angels humbly submitted to His will, and they submitted to having a 

humble servant’s position in God’s kingdom, serving those decidedly beneath 
themselves.   

 
b.  Whatever God’s plan is for us, we are to pray that we would humbly submit to it as 

well.   
(i)  If the Lord brings suffering for doing what is right, we must be content.  “If you 

are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and 
of God rests on you.  Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, 
or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is 
not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name” (1 Peter 4:14-16).   

(ii)  Whatever the trial may be, we must say as our Lord Jesus, “My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will” (Matt. 
26:39).   

(iii)  If our status, wealth, position is not what we hoped for, we must be content and 
bless the Lord for what we do have.   

(iv)  After Job had all his possessions and his family taken away, except for his wife, 
“He said, ‘Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I shall return there.  
The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord’” 
(Job 1:21).   

(v)  Like Job, we are to put our hand to our mouths and declare that He is righteous, 
just and good in all He does and humbly submit to it.   

(vi)  If He has absolute and sovereign right over us to send us to hell for our sins, or 
to save us as a trophy of His grace, He certainly also has the right to give or 
withhold whatever He desires for us in this life.   

(vii)  So let’s thank God for His blessings, and pray that He would give us the grace 
humbly to submit to what He decides to withhold.   

(viii)  Above all things, His will must be done.  Amen.   


